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SOVIET GRAIN HARVEST, (III) -

\

The Soviet grain harvest this year will be considerably
below the all-time record yield of 1958.1 This is the projec-
tion 6f Khrushchev's remarks on the subject made in a speech
at a provincial station, Veschenskaya, Rostov oblast, in the
north Caucausus, August 30th.2 His presence at the way sta-
tion was occasioned by a visit to the writer Sholokhov,

Khrushchev admitted that in such stratefic grain areas
as Stavropol, Stalingrad, Saratov, Rostov oblasts prolonged
: drought had cut grain yields "considerably" and that procure-
lents would be similarly affected. In the Ukraine also, the
’ﬁst Secretary reported.that drought in some areas had re-
duced yields and procurements. This substantiated the docu-
. mented account of the drop in procurement made in Background

%?;ormation, 11 August 1959, "Harvest/Power Image", or spe-
ically a 26% reduction in this year's deliveries over 1958.

, The indicated output on the virgin lands would equal last
year's good harvest, Khrushchev indicated. This squares with
field accounts in Kazakhstan and western Siberia, but not in
the Altai or Krasnoyarsk oblast where avérage yields are ap-
parently below normal.

The estimates apply to small grains: wheat, barley, rye,
oats. Corn was not specified, but i performance will have

‘& erucial bearing on the aggregate harvest exactly as it had
in 1958 because of its weighted influence on the totalt. But

the really significant deduction from the drought reports is

. that they are localized in winter wheat areas, which are
" also natural corn regions. Thus 1T the winter wheat regions
\.ﬁﬂzég% badly hit by drought it follows that the corn crop was
~ also harmed, as the dry weather occurred during the gpring
ggg_?ummer growing seadgon. (Corn is planted late in May and
e). ; N

]

e Once again the near black-out on crop conditions during
.the growing season is strikingly evident. Oply scattered
references to unfavorable weather in localized areas appeared
in the Soviet press; the fine type of the weather reports in
Selskoye Khozyaistvo carried negative accounts but one had
to conduct an au to arrive at any meaningful conclusion.

The decision this summer td-ﬁﬁolish the owmership of pri-
- vate livestock in the cities in an effort to save grain re-
sources, particularly in the southern areas, now appears

IThe official claim was 139 million tons harvested in 1958,

of which 57 million were delivered to the State.

2Radi0 Moscow, 31 August 1959.

3 A
552 million poods grain were turned :
. . . over to the &t
in 1958, while this year the total deljy : ot
amount to 450 million poods. , eries woulgd
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