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prices in both commodities and services is considered, they
continued in 1965 to fall.

In order to tone down the effect of admitting that u:c
Five Year Plan,as a whole, had been a failure, it was evidentl;
decided to incorporate the communique on this (the Five Year Plau
into that which announced the success of the plan for the single
year, 1965. ;

In the Five Year Plan, the value of the overall produztiin
of the socialized industry did reach the planned target (100.9 +.-
cent of the plan), but the planned production of consumer goods .=
not achieved (97.5 per cent). Overall agricultural production fell
below the target (94 per cent).

The most basic shortcomings were noticeable in employmen®,
labor productivity and real wages.

Employment increased by 1,244,000 persons in the period
1961-6%, while the planned increase was only for 734,000 persons. The
planned increase of labor productivity was implemented to only 70
per cent.

According to the communique, the increase of expenditures
on consumption between 1960 and 1965 from personal wages per cepita |
was only 18 per cent, instead of the planned 23 per cent. In actual
fact, however, there was probably little or no increase at all
since the cost of living rose by 18.5 per cent in the same period.
Moreover, the data offered by the communique indicate that the
cost of living base used in official calculations was below the
actual cost of living. For instance, the figures do not make allowance
for the fact that a large part of the costs of housing construction
has been transferred to the population. When factors such as these
are taken into consideration, real wages per capita not only failed
to increase during the last five years, but actually decreased
somewhat.
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The Death of Cat-Mackiewicz

|

|
Stanislaw Cat-Mackiewicz, one of the signatories of the !
letter of the 34, the most controversial writer and journalist of
Poland, died in Warsaw of a heart attack, reported Radio Warsaw
and UPI on February 18. He was 70.

A full treatment of such a complex character is not possibkble
here. Even before the war he almost defied description: an ardent
admirer of Jozef Pilsudski, yet he was put in the Bereza Kartuska
concentration camp by people who were equally ardent followers of
the Marshal.

L
During the last war, in England, he contripbuted from time i
to time to various exile periodicals. He tried to found his own ;
publication but was thwarted by war-time restrictions on licences
for publications. He did, however, manage to evade these restrictions
by turning out monthly political pamphlets, each under a different
title. -
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After various vicissitudes in exile,he returned to Poland
in 1956 and began his cooperation with Pax, writing for its press
and publishing books under its imprint. In 1964 Cat-Mackiewicz was. one
of the 34 Polish intellectuals who signed a letter to Prime Minister
Cyrankiewicz, condemning government censorship and demanding greater
allocation of paper for writers.

From October 1964, under the pen-name Gaston de Cerizay, he
wrote several articles for the Polish exile Paris monthly Kultura
on various aspects of the intellectual freedom (or the lack of it)
in Poland. His pen-name became known to Polish authorities and there
were fears that he would have to face a trial similar té& those
of Melchior Wankowicz and Jan Nepomucen Miller. He was not, however,
criminally prosecuted but, on 11 November 1965, he was expelled from
the Polish Journalists’ Union on the grounds that he had published in
Kultura articles that "slandered the good name of People's Poland."
Till he died, however, he remained a member of the Polish Writers
Union.

Cat-Mackiewicz had been ill for several years. -



