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SECTION I:

It was ny sood fortune to attend two Petifi Club rieetingss

(o]

the heatcd debates of the writers giving their freest
views and the absolute truth was anazing to ne.

Rakosi aid his gang werec called like this openly and I
was azmazed at the complete frankness with which Soviet
exploitaiion, ranes, and abuse were aire.’, That's were
the revolt broke out, not on Uct 23rd. 1 wanted to com=-
plain of the abuses of the regime at Party mcetings
during the previous two years. But I was warned to keep

y proteet my family. Generally spesk-

—

ny peace L
ing, it is not exaggeration, that the regine started
the revolt. “The poverty and the terror were universal.
Once the revolt zained momentum, beside the people also
offiecisls joined it, else they were suppressed. This
the Soviets had never expected. Yhey were simply not

new
ready for it. The fabulous swiftaess of the/regine was
sroved Lecause by wvov 3rd complete order was restore’, and
actually noone was hurt after the previous Thursday.
50 the phony tussian excuse, to help restore order with
their invesion of Iungary, was absolutely pointless.
I myself lLclped dismantling barricades on the third.
The Revolution was over and it was vietorious. Actually,
to look back at it, the security of the State was under-
nined by the official immorality. After all, the State
was kKept going finanecially by periodic plunderin; raids

into the various segnents of the economy.
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The State's example of robbery c¢id not leave any

norzl standards and it was a bad example for individuals.
Theft and dishonesty were comion. “his State plunder
started vith the nationalization. “irst the barks, then
the houses, then stores, then homes, and finally nrivate
zoods. rhen the farms and the kulals., And finally the
worker:., <he plunder of the workers took a new twist.
Yhis was asccomplished thru the Stachanowites. The Stacha-
nowites ore sinmply a fiction destroying the workers'
morale. It was the basis of the workers' exploitation.

A Stachanowite would have & string of helpers getting
everything ready for him. IUe would then come and start

A

the operation, while others finished the job.

SECTION II:

The rioril Teebleness of the regime resulted from a dozen
contradictions, which could never be explained away-
Pirst, take the strike, recognized as the workers' best
weapon it was prohibited. Second, the steady claims in
the improvement of the standard ¢ living, hich in re-
ality reant a steady decline sver since the war. Three,
this was a State in whiuh the workers ruled,and the
peassnts, yet these were the very people most suppressed
and exnloited. Fourth, the rezime was to Tight servitude
and subservience. Instead, it introduced slavery thru
the convlete control of work and of opportunities.

Pifth, they spoke of steadily increasing procduction,

wut these werc based on false statistics.
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Suvposedly they even had realistic statistics, but these
were kept under scven lucks as the bigest of secrets.
Sixth, therc was a harping on freedom, all was freedom,
all the organizations and newspapers supported freedom,
but where could one find it? It was a life of dreamns and
fairy tales. veventh, steadily improving indusiri- 1 pro-
duction meant in practice steadily reduced qu:1lity of
the products, besides shortages. oiht, the U3UR was

the _rewtest helper und friend. “ut we paid our war

debts Lwenty or thirty cimes over. /e were subject to
vloodiest exploitation. Hinth, the US3R was alsc to be
our ex:umple in everything, yet she is b-eclivard in every-
thing. “enth, the re;ime fully cbused Farxist theories
and losfkha noral grounds on which it cleims to stand.

wleventh, they placed the hi hest valuc on man in

theory ,but ~ctually he was the least important. sut

aside f:om these general obsersvations, I can think of
half a dozcen stories oul of my own life, reveuling the
moral wesaknesses of the re.rime,

I have writien 2 major study con water rmov mnent in the
$0il. This vould have made me an aspirant with a con-
siderabie increase in my income. It was extrcenmely well
received by cveryone uvntil it got in the hands of a pro-
fessor Potapov. This visitin« llussian professor acted
as the suvervisor of cur university on behalf of Tloscovi.
«ithin 24 hours he rejected my menuseript, claiming it
was completely useless. Since therc were only three
copies nade, one of which I had, onc of which was in the

hand of our rector, and the third one was in the library,
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A cony never checked out by anyone, it was
guite obvious that he never even looked at it. There
wag a slight acadenic furor, which as it turned out, hurt
Potanov's reputation nore than it hurt nmine. As it
turned out he enjoyed livinz in Hungary at the top of the
heap, butb when his term was to be renewed, the llungurian
Academy rcfused this. lle was unhappy going back wo the
Us5R. However, my work, while recoynized in the field,
was never distributed or printed because a visiting
nussian professor disli<ed it. lluch closer at home, as

g matter ol fact in the apartnent-house where we lived,
lived the secretary and nistress of ilihaly Farkas. ‘his
woman was a most revoltin~ nerson, someone who had de-
nounced I think aﬂ%east 60 pecple to the AVO, that iz to
her boss. .Jhe had the full use of Ir. Farkas' automobile.
Durin: the itevolution the mob suspicted her past and
cornered her. ohe was badly beatea, and to be honest we
could only say that she was responsible for her own 1life
and her own misdeeds. Thirdly, the story of my Party
nembershin is also a4 revealing experience, Lixe in nany
other wwroiessions, the Communists tricdgparticularly in
the universities, to liave professors they considered re-
liable. They did this in several ways; the sinplest
bein; that they raiscd the status of an institution or
cncadery to that oif a university and thus the acadenic
teachers became university professors and the professors
were being crowded out of the field. One had to protect

oneself and one had to learn to hit backs
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Phus I was forced to join the Social Democratic Party
in 1948, Of course, vhen 3his party and the Communists
were Tused in 1949, I had the right not to join it and
loose my job. But I had a family to support-and 1
need academic work and I must teach. I was taken over
into the Comnunist Party. I was a t times mistreated,
for they su pfessed my theories and innovations, altho
I got nlon: very well with ever-—one. L got along parti-
cularly well with youth and actually my students asied
e to join the CP, for they wanted me to stay. fhis is
something I can rationalize, but I couldn't quite get
over it still. As fourth I should like to mention the
story of Ilovacic. lie was a "Hossuth Prize" winning
botanist, ho for scveral years was in charge of do-
mesticating and growing & plnt that had rubbery liquid
A kind of dandelion.
in its root./This was to be & new domestic rubber=source.
The plant was imported from Hussia already hj&he Germans
during the Var. Then after the War the Hunjzarians tried
to get it domesticated in Hungary. After several yeurs
of experimenting Professor Kovacic categorically rgfused
to have anything to do with it. lle explained lengthily
that the domestication would be impossible, because
cross fertilization with certain domestic weeds would
f{ake pliace inevitably, reducing the rubber content below
any reusonable minimum. This excellent scholar with a
fine reputation was then thrown overboard and fired from
his job. Ile was accuszed of sabotage, spent some time in

jail. He is still not permitted to teach.




NO,41%2 "BT" INTERVIEYW NN P.T

I think he works as an agronomist on some kolkhogz.
Independently of his fate,a few years later the autho-
rities admitted the failure of this enterprise on cli-
matic and botanical grounds, but they still failed to
rehabilitate Professor llovacic.

Pive, a differcnt type of story was related by a friend
of ours who worked &8s an agrononist on a State farm.
vhile supervising once the loading of grain, he hang

up his heautiful leather coat inside 2 railroad car.
Called away to the phone, by the timec he got back an
hour later, the train was gone. He frantically tried to
track it down, the direction was to be Szeged. He got
as lar as Szolnok, but there the train d isappeared.
It never arrived in Szeged. After a lot of misadveature
he discovered that & train srrived with srain as a gift
of the sreat Soviet Union tc Szeged. ..fter sone looking
he re lized that this was the same train.With the help
of fricads he could open the car and et his leather

coat back, a gift of the Loviet people!

SECTION ITIT:

Jor us the levolution was a versonal thing and I would ‘%
like to tell ycu about it thru the eyes of our family.
I was the first faculty member to volunteer Tor the
youth birizade forming at the University. Iy kids went
around the town, hangng rrevolutionary posters, and ny
wife was the first woman in Budepest to cut out the

Soviet enblen from the Hungariar Red-White-Green,
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){ This is an interesting episode. Our apartment faced the

syuare where Ueneral Bem's statue is set up and sudden-
1y, when my wife heard the mass of people outside, she
realized there is a great demonstration on. As her

first thought she put out the red-white- recen flag in
the window. Her second thought was when she saw the
demonstration, that the Soviet emblem doesn't belong to
this occasion., She ran for the letter~opening scissors,
bent out the window and cut out the Flag. A ftremendous
cheer follcwed her action. At the uaiversity we ar.iued
long vilhiether the exit of the Uoviet troops should be

in the initial 14 points demanded. Also, therdwas

much debate on whether border revision should be brought
up in the begioning. But it was decided that it .rould

be best left{ for later. On the 23rd, after ruch argu-
nents, nost students and nany faculty left DISZ, Sur-
prisin;ly the oreans studying in Budapest were all well-
me#nin; neutrals. Lome even fouzht with the revolt; in
spite of the fact that they enjoycd excellent living
conditions. e werc happily surprised by them. ie were
also nost pleased that the so-called One--Yea® ll:turists
who finished secondary school in one year shorte=courses
were also oprosed to the regime and they saw thair
pogitions clearly. The naticn was wholly unitéd. Regard-
less of what position 6f preference people enjoyeil,

most everyone vwas against the regime. Today the
Hungarian people are immune to Communism. *here was
little difference in llungarian affairs since Nazi days,

except that instead of Germanism now there was Slavism.
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and the country's foreign policy was nost similar.
Jomestically it was different verhaps, enemally
speaking, that anti-Semitism didn't play a role.

fhe afterriath of the revolt is a different chapter,
Ilunzary's youth was disgsusted. gince then some turned
to the extreme left, some to the extrere right. Per-
sonally I fully realize the helplessness of the situa-
tion. My reasons for leaving.

first I reulized that I coul.: not k:ep on serving the
re-ime reardless of whether they wanted me or not.
#And second, my role in the revolt bode mnc ill. ﬂyas

a bad Party member and I opposed the Party's regime in
the past two years rather openly. I went +to Petofi
Club necetings and kept in touch with the others and for
many years I did not hide my secret dream - that I
would give everything to one who could put us out on a
Jest Derlin street with my family, with the clothes on
our back.

Fourth consideration was practical for ne. I saw the
falsity of the Xadar systcm. Yhe retracted pronises,
and I was sinply afraid of jail or punishment. Til

now I could be of help to the right kind of people.
After this it would have becn dangerous for me to stay.
At the university 2«1l those participsting in any way in
the revolt, werc punished. and that I couldn't have re-
turned to the Purty, I announced at a public meeting,
and asiicd others to follow suit. A man who did was
later fired. aAlso, as the first volunteer faculty member

to join the university's youth brigade, I showed the way
fror: which there was no return.



NO-412 "BTY THRERVIEW NN p. 10

I couldn't forzet about my family, either, and I was
afraid that they would be expoused to retributions and
that I couldn't assure a future for ny children. Ve
waited to the last ninute for a change, for a nmiracle.
Jone came., 1 never denied my Comnmunist Pirty membership
and I saw its consequcnces for ny life in the vest., 1
offered no excuse.

Minally, perhaps a silly consideration waszthat there
were obviously many firings to be undertaken at the
university and that with ny departure one man less

might bve fired, due to the sreater need on the faculty.
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It is a truism well uanderstocd by everyone in Hungzary,
that ncone is irreplacable. I wrote several textbooks,
but I could be roplaced. My ~eneration had a few ad-
vantages over the  oun_er peopvle. ‘e had perhaps a
better educution because we had o struggle more. lor
three years [ worked at the university without any

pay. -.fter that T got minimum pay Tor the first four
years as a university instructor. i actually finished
secondury school wnd my university zducation thru my
own Linancial eflorts. I think we heve to strugglé
more -

There wits o change in this. ¥or the younger people it's
eagier nowv, ever since the ‘ar. Bui before the .ar
younger peonle were hardest hit, while now it's the
family man who is hurdest hit. Yoday tr.: youn;er people
are not forced to work so hard,to do so nany things.
Por threg years 1 earned nmy living as & vainter, as a
sports figure. I was a tennis, bow and ai-ow, and sharp
shooter champion. I was an zamateur carpeniar who built
his own sports equipment for use and for sile. liy
brother and I became Huagarian bow and arrc: champions,
desi;ned our .own equipment and sold it at a »rofit. We
also built in 3Budapest a large sports center with 22
ternis courts and 2 skating rinks. I don't th'nk there
is need for this tyne of activity for today's aniver-

sity graduates.
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A university like ours was a world apart. Our rector,
Imre Ilate, was an exccllent politician of the older
generation, with very good connections. lle also was
an acadenician, but lost his title in the revolution.
lHe was aluays very cautious and this is actually his

T

capituel. e was also well-neaning. Besides him we had
two nore from the older period. One was a very clever
ex-jurist, the other one was a shrewd opnor.unist who
finished the university ri ht after the war. He was
not very imnortent. Ilate showved himself quite a re-
acbionary to his collegues. Ile actually joined the
Party in 1951, at a time whken he did not have to. He
did it only for personal gains as he was not an out-
stardins scholar. In the revolt youth was fLirst
suspicious of him, as he opposed severely all nmanifesta-
tions of the young weople. But when he saw the success
of the revolt, he banked on its strensth and nade use
of it. ile got elected as president of the Revolutionary
Council. The Revolution however, removed only five men
from office., One was the ex rector and there were
several llarxists, Party secretaries, economists, aca=-
demic personnel, but not one of them was a serious
scholar. Onc rman, Xolbai, was on exccllent scholar and
a real Cormunisteg In fact he was left in his job by the
Revolution and he ig now the rector. Competence was not
in every instance of this hizh level. Yhere academy
teachers were takmn over to becone university pro-

fessors, they lacked the proper back;round.
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Ilost of thenmfonly finished an agricultural acadeny.
Actually we had good replacements from the younger
crop of scholars. Those at 8cience iniversity were
better than our graduates, but our youth was well
prepared and they became useful reople. They were
better than many of the older generation, even tho
life as made a bit too easy for them. Here again,
it wes the potential planning that went on, for there
vas usually eacush noiney for the institutions, but
never cnouch for the individuals. To illustrate the
contri:st lLetwcon the older and the newer generation,
I thircit is fair to say that the older zeneration
was not convinced Cormrunists in their thinkingzg, but
in their deeds they frequently served the rcsime nore
end better than the younger people, who are perhaps
more ideally com.itted to the regime's principies,
but had actually compromised thenselves for the regime
much less. ..nother awkward position was that Party
nembers were often worried of the consequences of their
actions, Yet many non-members were frequently willing
‘to do things more radical for the regine than members
would do. lwch of the Party's power was built on these.
There were not nmany of these, but they served the
Party well from the outside. within the Party there
convinead , .
were three/ roups. One segment followed the ilussian
policy l1line without 2ny principles. Others followed
the CP of Hungary. -ind the third, a small minority,
were convinced Comnunists who accepted everything as

the Seripture,
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There werc no spies or informers on the faculty, but
there were several people on the administrative staff,
scholestic division and She finencial division, who
served in that capacity. :sctually the university
cleansed itself continually, for it was casy for these
people to nake their mistakes, lacking mental compe-
tence. One man Tyom the scholastic division turaed out
to be &n AVO Major during the revolt, and he was per-
haps the brightest. Another was an AVO lLieutenant and
all werc surprised at this, tho he also acted as TParty
secretary. At times the Party matters were taken very
geriouely. One of our full professors, vho was not
much of & scholar but quite a Communist, lost his
chair in 1954, but he kept the tile. This man once
attacked me viciously for defending another man, al-
tho the man nceded defending, for being expelled fron
the Party nmeant loss of the job. bometime in 1955 1
met this man on a train accidentally. Ve travelled to-
gether and hc really let o at the Conmnunists.® How
they ruin the country and how I leve the Party, what
criminals they are.®Four days later he was found dead
after toking vpoison. In a free society it's actually
very dif-icult to imagine the Party's overriding power.
I know of & man who once had an argurent wih a Party
officiasl. His home was searched twice, and on the
second occasion a vistol was found under his couche.

He got years of jail for this. .hen I joined the

Party the Communist regime had not yet been tried-
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Until 1949 we hoped for some agrcement that would work.

A yeer later I would nol have joined it. ‘e were very
hopeful that e merger with the Locial Denocrats might
lead to a gradual nmellowing ol the Comnunist doctrines.
We were -oing to give it a chance. Of course, once we

waw the truth it was tuo late. But nhe years of suffering
should be an advantage of the Viest., ‘e tried it out on
our ov'n skin. Perhaps we could save the Wést from this
experience., The regime has now been tried with negative

results.

Durin» the Revolution we very much hoped that it might
spread to the USBR. The Yugoslavs and dunanians were
afraid of Hungurian revision, thus they did not join
the revolutionary trend. The only way out of this
aationalistic enimosity I sce, is a confederation with
Hunsarian speaing podulation groupys under ilungarian

adnministration.

To sunr it up, there was much hopelessness of being

shut into Iungary. . e had not enjoyed Vestern thought
between '49 and '94. After Stalin's death color erept
into the intellectual life, VWhile there was some relief
after Utalin's death in our intellectual life,

we considered Western intellectual life as a fast train
speecinr b+ us. The Communists spent much on science;
but they constructed blindness. Their work didn't help.
tiany people in the acaderniic world lived from support-

in; and propagating Soviet theories,
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Those who did this, got ahead. Yhos:z who were critigal
of the Boviets, got lost. One simply had to follow the
Soviet linc in every field, The difficulty in ths hu-~
manities was perhapvs even grealber and we had better
chances in natural sciences. Yet, there is an illustra-
tion to show what the naturzl s cientists were up agdinst.
Sone people on our faculty developed a new type weeding
nachine, Théy were very proud or it znd showed it arourd,
Once « voviet nrofessor had a chance to see it. Ile was
just visiting Tor a few wc:ks, le emphatically rejeccted
the whole concept as superfluous. e actually did say
the following: "We now lonzer have weeds in the Soviet
Union and in thre2, four years' time you will not have
any in llungary either, therefor the machinery is super-

fluous.”

INPERVIELER'S I ING: Professor Szabades is a very able, very

talented sche-ar. without any ixnowledge in the field I would
think he mn obably has an independent and imaginative mind. He
very rwe> slves the impression of the stulents' teacher. His
joinso, the CP left its mark on him, for he strongly feels that
h-. betrayed his principles. The family as a whole seems to be the
prototype of the old middleclass family, who compromised itself
wih the rczime while Tully condemning every aspect of it. It
svresents perhaps the more tragic part of the Hungarian middle
classes' developnent since the Var.

Please noie: These interviews should be read in conunection with

Intervievs NO,411, the professor's wife,agdd N0.415, his daushter,



