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SHORT CROPPING THE PLAN

Plan, Total farm output was scheduled to increase by 70% during
the Plan period, or just under 8 per cent per annum.l Pregent
indications, however, actually point to a negative rate of growth

during the initial year of Khrushchev's Publicized drive to over-
take the USA in food production,

WOf the five major crops, only cotton appears to show a rise
over the 1958 yield of. 4.4 million tons of unginned” fiber. Reverts
from the Central Asian republics indicate a 3 to 5 bpercent boost
in yield.2 This is largely the result of an expansion in the
existing irrigation network. Cotton culture is now exclusively
centered in Central Asia and Transcaucasia, where irrigation
insures a rather stable yield.
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The strategic grain crop is from 17 to 20 percent below last
year, and because of its weighted influence on aggregate farm out-
put a regression in the growth rate is a certainty.3 Extensive
irought conditions Prevailed in the Ukraine, Caucasus, lower Volga,
and scattered areas - regions of high fertility where grain,
sugar beets or sunflowers are concentrated. Even the maize yield
vas adversely affected. That the grain harvest was a disappoint-
nent may be gauged from bress reports: - the harvest or pProcure-
tents are being compared with a five year average.

qggne of the crops on which the Soviets have allocated heavy
tnveStments in land and capital inputs, and where the progress
1as been marked, sugar beets, showsa sharp set-back. The Ukraine,
vhere two-thirds of the USSR beets are grown - reports official
jources as indicating a 21 per cent décline,D As the remaining
sjugar beet growing is largely confined to the areas north and
:ast of the Ukraine, where the grain yields were cut into, it .
‘0llows that the yield in these regions was also reduced. Total
utput will likely not exceed the 1957 crop of 39.7 million tons
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“No définitive atatements on total crop production have b
year. Nor is it likely that the December plenary
“n Central Committee will publicly discuss the

vest data. Accordingly projections are in order
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