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40,000 Tons Of Fotatoes From CSR.

'SOURCE BERLIN: Confidential source

" DATE OF OBSERVATION: 10 March 1954

~° EVAL. COMMENT:An article in "Rude pravo" of 7 Msrch 1954, page
- 3, dealing with the CSR-DDR trade agreement signed on 6 March

1954 did not speak of the export of potatoes %o DDR for the
obvious reason that there is a shortage of potatoes in CSR.
Ecwever, RPE Item Nos, 07153 and 07817/53 referred 1o the
export of CSR foodstuffs to DDR. These reports deslt with the
situation before this new agreement was signed, but it is
believed thet the volume of the new agreement is almost iden-
tical with the previous one, only the amount of the goods to
be exchanged between the two countries may have been increassed
for 1854. Attention "Easi; Germany" desk.

* % %

: Under the terms of a special trade agreement, the CSR has
. agreed to export 40.000 tons of potatoes to the DDR during
- the first half of 1954, The Bast German Ministry of Agriculture
has made provisions in the meentime to channel these potatoes
- to farm collectives which, like private and state farms, already
~ began suffering from a shortage of seed and other potatoes.

: ﬁThe East German Academy of Agricultural Science recently stated
in an internel publication that the shortage of potatoes in
the DDR exceeds 635,000 Gons. Y

- Late in February, the Ministry of Agriculture recommended that
~ factory kitchens be directed to assort ssed potatoes from those
- on stock for feeding empioyees. The assorted potatoes are to
~ be turned over to the BHC (Baeuerliche Handelsgenossenschaft -
- Parmers’ Trade Cooperations,) An officizl of the East German
- Ministry said today that this recommendation was made too late
- since a number of factory kitchens ran out of potatoes as early
- as in January. Since that time kitchens have been using noodles,
. beans, peas and other focds as substitutes for potatoes.
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s lockiug into the @inlatry of Agriculivre ivdicate :
ge quantities of potatoes were badly gffecied by the
old during Janusry and Pebruery, when ihs grousd .

up to 80 centimeters below level, Horeover, last fall

£ weather prophets foracasted a rather mitd wi nt-er.~ﬂ

+ plus a general shortage of straw is How considered <

or the fact that Tarmers did not bother or weref:,._“-“

er hand, a numbe' of farma*s ?ilea cnmplalnta at th
of Agriculiure bhecauas controllivg SED fanetionariea
hem %o ogen thalr yzta»a 3tac&svfo n




