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SOURCH ATH™MIS: Confidential courec,.

DATZ 0" ORSIRVATION: FRovembor 4 1956.

TVALUATION COMM NT: OSubsourcc vhe is familiar ' ith the
Situation 1a Mulgaria, gives hic persenal opinion o7 vhich
one part nceds e-rtain corrections and ancther some addi-
tional rcmarks.

. The inTormation given on precautionary measures
taken in Bulgaria in order to nreveal events similar %o those
vhieh took nlace in Tumgery, ac woll as on the poulafion’s

=gttitud> to'ard these cvents is con irmed from o'ficizl
sourccs /see th: lcader of *Tabotnichesko T2lio' o7 Tovember
5, 1956 h:adlincd *Under tho Tnvineible Bamnncr of the Tarty*/
and 'ox renorts gnd articles published in the 'est /such as
"TPh> Nim:g" of November 3 and 5, 1956, the B LGTAD " corrco-
na dat o7 "Maily “xprcss" on Novomber 9, and a Fevtrr VT TINA
disneteh of the same dat~,/

The letcot Bulgarian history beginning with the
liberation “rom the Turkish yoke eentains numerous cxampl S
of anti-Russian attitudc in Bulgaria. A remarkablec and cor-
reet evaluation of the present attitudc of the Bulgarians
tovard the USSR is supnlied by the SOTIA cyrresnondent of
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25," vho in an erticle published on November 3 1956
38 ®Rooigration in Bulgeria® poi, ted out thet "tha

3 arc a3 unpopular in Pulgaria as elascvwhere in
Turope.” .

 mhe same erticle corredly stresses that "the

av and Polish cxemnlos naturelly had Sheir ccho in

ia, perticularly among the irtcllectuals, vho sec in

plism the only yay to greator freedom undcr the prescent

® Under the category oo intelleetuals we 2lso under—

the Bulgerien students, vho ¢o not emjoy greater .
o5 than their counterparts, in the rest o7 ithe cantive

" Mhe éxpressed doubts of source in vicw of the
gcx of HOSC0" with rogard to the captive couniries
07 ths Tulgerien Commwist rogime, do not lack
motivetion, which hovever igpot yet basod on real
as, “sneeially the 17" shovs cloarly that it dooe

congid'r a devietion “rom its present noiicy. 17 anything,
he contrary! b 50 : AT
" On Oetoboer 31, the Ministorial Council end ‘he cc

BC™ publiched a communiqué to the ef’set that oving
ors: climatic conditionc and heavy hailstorns the grain
in seme rogions of tho country has been censiderably
This fact and the fcoding of bread and flour to the
¢ have led %o eertain mezcurcs, vhich had to De taken in

to emsure the food supnly of the populatien /7d.:
duction of ration cards/ which measures, hovever, wWerc .
shed on Fovember 10 1956. "e ere of the opinmion that the
js 4in have strengthenec CHURVENKOV?s nosition with
ruling MOSCO"~train-d Commmnist team in the CC o~ the
and the Minigsterial Council, as wcll as with the ERIMLIN,
the above mentioned leader of "I'aboinichesko Dolo" of
or 5 1956 "Under thc Invincitle Banner of the Tarty,”
[FRVINFOY’s policy is quelifiod as "nolitieal wisdom, which
. precautionary measures carly cnough to wipe out with

4ron hand thc netty-bourg-cis tcndencies and barrcd the vay
the alien to the princinlcs of the BCT petty-bourgcois
1 ty." CIMRY VOV never cn’eycd cympathics amd sepularity

g the ians, becausc he ic regardcd as an obedicnt
joo) o the XRILTKN and 2c the mein responsible for the nrog.
-2nt state of a’feirs in the country. -
g
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' 400,000 un-mnloyed in the country./

~ who visited Bulgaria this ycar to be 8,220, By construet 128
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The prescnt perccntage of collectivized land ;
(in Bulgaria is 77.3 per cent /from BALGARANOV’s report on the
‘occacion of the Scptember 9 1956 celebrations, published in
"Rebotnichesko Delo™ of Sentember 9 1956./

: The data supplied on the number of uncmployed

'in Bulgaria. is belicved to be suthentie, in spite of
contradictory inTormation on this subject supplicd in carlier
revorts /ce: Tor instancc ATH'NS R7R Item No, 7438/56 %ﬂr’.
the figurc of 150,000 unemployed in SOTIA alomc, while RP: P
B7RLIN Item No, 5181/56 stated that there are 350,000 to T

1 i

Radio SO™IA reported thc number of foreign tourists

many -n~>- hetcls and improving thg transportation means 1- . -
to ma‘or smas, *he resime nlan® ‘Sonsiderably inmcrease the
tourist traffic next year., e

‘it a Vith the above corrections and completions, this
renort is.useful contribution toward the study of the situation
in the country and especially of the policy of the Sulgarian
Communist regime. : '

X X X

Since the revolt in Tungary the Bulgarian Covernment
has taken extraordinary security measurec. Detachments of :
security forces were moved into the SOPIA area, and the streets
today are patrolled, even in the remotest districts of the
capital, by two rifle or sub-machinegun armed security-force-
men in addition to the normal police patrols. These scecurity-
force-men are to be seen at all street corners at all hours
of the day or night. Apart from this the govermment found it :
unnecessary to take special military precautions since the A
greater part of the Army was alrcady on a war basis, partieipating
in the annual military maneuvers and, hcnce, under the im-
mediate orders of the Minister of Defense. ;
, The population, said source, is not excited about 3
the Hungarian revolt. They had seriously thought that after 3
the Polish success and after the initial stages of the Aune ‘_
garian revolt, it would prove easy for all captive countries, g
including themsclves, to case the Soviet bonds and break
avay from the rigid controls. For this reasoun, they apparently

. i /more/
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made up their minds not to stage any revolt of their orm.
ey had thought

h that the benefits accruing to the Poles
d the &ns vould automatically fall into the guieg-
18 of" the Bulgarians, Rumanians and Czechs,

~ Row that they see that the Hungarien revolt is '
;30 ruthlessly crushed, they are wnwilling to risk any

ging even were they prepared for one. Tor two reasons, s
Sourcs: Pirstly, the students vho normally are ir the

nard of any sing, would never lead @ revolt in

3 a2 it happen2d in Poland and The Bulgarians

8, Hungarians :
Bt’nga.ris than .
from peasant

T under another

now receiving
> oaiD grent from the government of 430 leva monthly

0L their studies, At the cna of that time
have to reimburse the money loaned, interest :
is of between ten and twenty per cent salary
But they are all convinced that thoy will obtain

b8 owing to their cducation and vill easily repay

. Secondly, shere is a feeling now current in Bulgaria
the Russians, ence they have demonstrased their strensth
: s 7111 be forced to ease up in the

realistically determins to improve their r ' .
than impose their force, This will take the form, so

h%mna believe, of cased food, taratien end requisiticning
4tions, of a let-urn in collectivization, possibly of

T goods supplies and a lessening of the bars to
world.,

Source stated that in the whole the 1ot of the

: A people today was somewha casier than it had been

years ago, althouszh the ration & for dark bread had
re~instituted in the couniry areas, where farMers had

£ it to animals zince it was cheaper thsn grain,

2 said that grain cost 1,70 to 1,80 leva a kilo, whoreas

dark bread cooct only 1.50 leva a kile, Rationing is now onecw

0 Der person. Heade of Tamilies mmst inform the

Fities of the number of rersons in their families and of

¢ /more/
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the baker with vhom they intond to trade. This rationing .
does not apvly to vhite bread, ;

Tor the eaverage Bulgarian there has been 8

elaxation of terror. FNo longer are there the midnight
arrests, the drcaded knock on the door. In fact, source said
he could recall of no case of arrest for other than purely
criminal grounds such as embezzlement within the past year.
Concentration camps have been almost cntirely liquidated.
Bulgarians can ‘now travel and go to restaurants several times
a month, if they cam afford it, without anyone questioning
vhere they may have obtained they money.

Yugoslav Visit & Pailure

The visit of the Bulgarian parliamentarians to

Yugoslavia was a failure, said source, He had spoken to 2
Todor ZHIVKOV, the First Party Secretary, who told him that
the delegation had not even secen TITO, that it had visited
only one collective farm and that, therefore, he, ZHIVEOV, was
unable to give eny details of the Yugoslav agricultural program:
to his government; that no szreements had been reached between
them,

Source learned that one of the reasons for the
failure ves that the Yugoslav had originally scheduled an 18-
day visit, vhich was to have teken the Bulgarianz to SKOPJE
for the last three daye. The Bulgariens, not wan‘ing to get
into any disceuscicns on Meaccdonia, cut their visit short %o
fifteen days, of which only the last seven hours were spent
in SKOPJE, Apparently, the Yasoslave had compleincd somewhgt’
bitterly thet the Bulgariens had not lived up to their agrecment
to teach Macedonian at the Bulgarian Macedonian area schools
and that vhile the Yugoslavs had hired Bulgarian schoolmasters
to teach Bulgarian at the Bulgarian minority arca schools,
the Bulgarians, in their turn, had not yet made any move %o
engage Yugoslav Macedonian schoolmasters, and that purely
Macedonian laws, now in effect in Yugoslav Macedonia, had not-
been put into effect in Bulgarian Macedonia, where the
Bulgarian laws were still beirng enforced.

Source got the impression from Bulgarian sources
that TITO is very worried indeed over the enfire Peolizh and
Mungarian revelt, paticularly the latter, Ile fears that “ussian
troops may enter his own country. This he would not fear if
he thought that the Vest, HATO, cte. wovld automatically come

/more/
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%?r on his side and against the Russians, But he
<3 the "est will merely stand aside and let him fight
mt alone, This opinion has been strengthened by the
*s failure to provide any help whatscever for the Hun-
8. That is why TITO is now making more than daily hints
mwp%m and radio talks concerning revivifying

an "ntente® and rh{ he is mkdiilg such efforts to
reece and Turkey patech up their ferences. He is
t if he were to be aitacked in such a mannor that
allan Fntente® members would come to his help, then

§ the TS would be foreced to come into it aloo.

KO Prestise

- CHERVENEOV - 113& l;ihad aas.n;gs prestig;l with the
: e fo. 8 oucting and replacement

& lost favor in rccent months and, since he

m to be a STALIN-type, ruthlcss Russian, should lose

re over the Mungarian repressions.

i ~ This ycar mes a fair agriéultural ycar :qums ria,
courca, Put the food shortage and bread rationing cre :
ed H the expert of vheat, Por examrle. vhen Yugeclavia
E not cortain rhether she would obtain US aid /er no%,/
' s2d 300,000 tons o7 vheat, and of that
3 'ia vas forced to ship 105,000 tons., Phis vas dul
3. in the bool’r.m‘;iimg as a renmayment of part of Pulgaria’c
to clavia oh amounts to som> 7ive millicn dollars,
nd.ﬂ.im are for transnort feas owed oa Tulgarian
' T through Yugoslevia, In eddition, Pulgaria scni
In annval quota between and 72,0070 tons of vheat to Albania,

The country has been 67 por econt collectivised
» and not 30 per cent as stated by "New York

Vi Thorc 1s acuic unemployment in the country, The
are scurce heard /there are no oficial statisties/ taso
L yC00 throughout the coun and 77,070 in SOFIA alone, ™
with this, source was told.the ™ilgarian Govermmont

to send teclmnicians and experts abroad. He heard
30,0C0 specialists were to bo sent to Czechoslovaicia,
0 Syria to hely inctitute a sl1lo cyotem, and betvc-en
ec and four hundred snecialists to "ndia, .

/morn/
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Tn the citicsc food is adequate although e ive,
said sourcc. Coal has wremained at the same rate -~ 112 leva
per ton for ordinary cheap coal, and 240 leva for the betiter
quality anthracite, which is\nsually only bought by Communist ,
officials and diplomatic representatives.

In SOTIA are now betwecn 30 and 40 new "Pobeda®
taxis, and the old ones have been serapped. They are expensive
— the shortest ride costing ten leva which ig approximately &
half day’s pay for the average man. ' :

Tourism
The CGovormnment is meking a determined cffort %o
promote tourism next %aar. A member of the Government told
source that they intfled to transforn VARNA into the “"Number
One® tourist tovm of Turope, even building a casino. Vhen
source queried if they would piay domino == beocause gambling
is anathema tc & good Communist ~- he was ansvered seriouslys .
no, roulette, After all the people like %o play.

Hundrcds of men are now to be seen working ‘'on the
asphalt rcads between SOPIA and BURGAS, and dOFIA and VARNA,
Granite cobblestone roads are to be encountered on mountain
passes, Roads between PLOVDIV and HASEOVO are also to be
brought up to *Number One" conditiom. The government expocts
a heavy traffic of tourist buses from “Czechoslovakia and
other Iron Curtein covntries, as well as Russian ships %o 4
call in at VARNA in ircreasing numbere. A new tourist dollar
; being discusscd for the next year, bat the figure
variés. Some say between 12 and 13 lova %o ths dollar, since
thel present blackemarket rate /very difficult to obtain and _‘
veyy risky/ is betweer 17 and 21 lova, 3
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