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'POLAND
RADE _ /3300/
ey Market o 3302/
Pensions: /3208/

Private Enterprise.  /3703/
GLIWICE. "GRAY" MARKET.

SOURCE_BERLIN: An 0ld -ethnic German woman from ZABRZE, where
she 1ived on her pension and the proceeds of gift packages.

&

EVALUATION COMMENT: None.
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‘Howe:_A_Kitchen for_13.Zlotys e Month.

~ Source lived alone in her small kitchen, for

,which she had to pay a rent of 13 zl. a month, with an ad-
ditional sum of 2 zl. for electric current.

Source ‘s peasion /147 z1. a month in 1956/ was
insufficient to cover the needs of even a very modest person.
Her children, whose wages were exceedingly low, were unable
to help her. As a matter of fact, they themselves needed
financial assistance. The o0ld widow was therefore greatly
relieved when her son, a resident of West BERLIN, received
permission to send her a regular supply of gift parcels. The
proceeds of these parcels enabled her to help support her

., daughter,.whose income is much too low to maintain her family

/a erippled husband and four children./ :

- Since source’s daughter went to work every day,
source spent her days taking care of her grandchildren and
her son-in-law, the only people she was interested in. She
had no friends and did not wish to get involved with stran-
g‘eI‘s- o -
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feckases' source. received from her son
text;ue tems and shoes. so.zrce recalls

e goods vers
irce 'book their conterts to the "gray" market in
ICE /on Tuesdays and Fridays only./ This market was .
ﬂo'i in the vicinity of the former Christ-King square -
ris stus~Kdnig-Platz- source does not remember the Polish
/7and was' tl!s-gatharing place for everyone who had %5,
s':mm LR 5 r

AR ﬁ].itin gatrols sone*imea a.pgoarad m this

i search for. 11legal moarchandise, It Was_ ﬂﬂ!fic*ent
duce a‘'certificate from the customs office, indicating
@ goods and the duty paid. People, however, trying to sell
-vnde itm, ;vm tnken to the police st&tﬁon. BkL i

,.
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"I = 4lw and than there were 1:)::.11::91 raids. Gn. snch
Sions everyone was taken into custody. Source herself .

) f8ll wietim to such a raid, but was reloasod au soon
- had 1dentifibd herself. #

*‘.‘ " Bource had to pay 100 z1. customs duuca tor
el,sck which had cost her son in BERLIN 18 DM. !he
‘she obtained for it was 500 z1. A pair of shoes /35 nu/

sold for 500 z1. /duty: 120 z1./ One pair of cheap

ngs /2 DM/ could Le s0ld for 50 z1. The customs du 33
srion stockings was 60 z1., thelr price on the "gr.

L 100 to 120 z1. Source says that the price whiagh can
ained for such sfockings is not high enough to make 15
sule vortbwhile. Ar ordinary woollen kerchief /5 M/

nt in 90 z1. /daty: 7450 z1./ The sale of wool vai

Ple oving to the high duty: 1 kg - 300 z1.

iiiu:i zing, ! source states that even _.ust
’_fmtrato items find thoir buyers on th:lt mkot.

%, lqn;i."u obtained about 5 ngnto 600 s;l. ‘Tom
- of ﬁ’ + Bhe thus had a thly moh o:r
!mladm h-r pension./

though the fact that she never hld tb“iW’shon
was a4 great help to source, she was never able to
tni'thiu beyond the harest necessities, such as food
1o othing. She never went +o a cinema and hn mt ru& a
per since 19‘#9. : :
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i { soureadiﬁnotm_ rad:-o;hcrdanghterhad
a 1oudspaaker which transmitted the program of the local

station. Source has never to lnyonsf who had llstﬂud
to roreign broadeuts. :

: e Bonrcl mnwmard someone talki sbont :
le'arlets being dropped in Poland /at the end of rﬂ‘hrmry or

or these leaflets, she rop.ucd: "som i:lnd of propaganda.'
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the beginningiof March 1956./ When asked about the contents e




