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SOURCE HAMBURC: +#bout 40-~yesr-old German ex-PW who spent

5 yeare in Polich prisons (SZCZECIN, GDANSK, HOYCGARD and
SZTUM.) He is a former o"ficizl. He has a very reserved be-
havior znd does not like very much tc spesk of his past.
However. he makee a reliable impressimn ans his stateumenis
seem beinz trustworthy. After his releace in September 1952
he returncd from FRILDLARD tc HAMBURG.

*ER

"T was extradited together with other Geraan subjects in

1947 to Poland and na the scquaintance of various Polish
prisons (S2ZCZECIN, GDANSK, HC' OCARD end SZTUH.) The prison

1ife on the whole was at 21l places nearly the same. ‘A small
advantaze concerning the prisen life neant on the other hand

an unawaited disadvsntage in another part of the srison life.
During the whole time we lived together with Polish arrestees -
criminals as well as political arrestees - who were trasted

ment or food.

I wes sentenced by the Folieh High Court in GDANSK to five
yeare of impriscnment. For the proceedings my comrades and
I got an official sdvocale who wes, however, not in & position

to 4 fend us only in the sli htest way. During the whole

records he was sitling et hic ~lace without saying a word.
The whole procedure took place in the typicelly schematic
way, vhere the s =s zlready been fabricated before

the official 5 sroceedings. ~he longest period 3
of my prison life in Poland I é in the prison of SITUH |

near MALBOEKX. 1 19248 until darch 1252.

The procesdings s
same meihod as 1 lis

I remember & speciel accident: In 1949 a Folish subject was
sentenced to 6 years imprisonment by reason ol alleged
conspiracy with the former Gex ive After the publication
of the judgm the | ied

"There will

and then you

subjects took place in the
Polish arrestees.
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later the szme Polish arrestze met in the SZTUH prison in
the mechanic workshop his former prosecutor - now %too an
arrestee . It was a strange meeting.

Althoush beating-up was forbidden in Polish prisons the guards
very often infringed this order and trezted the inmates very
badly. Only during =, last year of imprisonment this improved.

The director of the Prison SZT i was a lieutenant (vu.) In
the beginning of auy prison time this post always held an
officer with the rank of at least a captain. The political
official of this prison had more influence than the director
himgelf.

Besting was not allcwed for the guarcs, but there were enough .
possibilities for them to worry the inmates. First of allthe
reception jof the parcels. Parcels containing canned meat
or other tins were not handed to the prisoners. As the parcels
from the ¥est in mosi cases contained exclusively tins the
r.st of the parcel which was handed to the prisoner after
| the careful search through the srison-officials was only
' small. 4 parcel I received from the Red Cross containing

powdered eg:s, sowdered milk and a pzper~bag with sugar was
retzined by the prison-officisls. I got only 1% spoon of sugar.
vhen I complainted to the priscn director of this bad treast-
men* he assured me to research this case. Two days later I
got another parcel and all tins were aga . n retained. I remarked
that the director allowed me to receive the tinms. But the

= official only replied: "The nzischalnik shall shut up." The

G names of the director, the officials and the guard were never

¥ kxnown to us. The zusrds kept the name of the director secret
end only meantioned titles. frne international stame=-bons which
were often in the parcels we received from the Red Cross wers
also retained. Hepestedly the guarde and officials %old ue
that & Communist state fo.s not care about international
conventions. :

A typical exaaple for our trestment is the following: Om

the 18 September 1250 I wroie &z letter to my wife. The stamp
costs 60'Eiaty. In October 1950 the Polish currency changed
{i don'%t remezber exactly the dste) 2s a result of which the
post-tariffs chan ed tog. I was dseply disappeinted when the
jetter was reburned to me in the beginning of Lecember 1950
with the indication that I hzd to pay the stamp i new Polish
cu raney. I ®as not in a pesition tc buy stamps at that time
gnd therefore the letter for iay wife was not gent off until .
Februsry 1351. Siance Janubry 1951 the reception of parcels
was compietzly forbiddei = for thz Polish inmates.

%s only could receive money ircm our xiatives to buy in the

-

(over)
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canteen. 4t that time alsc the canteen had nenrly nothing

§0 offer. In 1950 we could buy there bacon, sausage, choco-
late ete., In 1951, howevser, when the last non-Co munist partiee
were liguid: ted and the Comamunisis got the full power the
Polish food situation suddenly comsiderably Zeteriorated

and the rationing system became very sharp. Because the

Polish suthorities did not weént that we had 2 comparison
between the food situation in Poland end the West we were

not allowed o receive parcels from our relatives....

1 kg of sugar costs in WARSAY on the free market 15 Zloty,
1 kg of marmelade coets 6.30 Zloty. Since June 1952 the
prices for sugar and all gzoocs containing suzar were doubled.

All mison inmzies had io fulfil their norms which were con-
etantly raiseé by the prison director. I had 2 job in the
motor-car workshop of the prison where I worked as glazier.
I had to repair ail glass parts of an ambulance-car within
25 hours. Later on this space of time was reduced to only
1% hours. After having fulfilled my monthly norm I got 55
Zloty, which I could spend for canteen-purchazes. These

55 Zloty represented two third of ithe whole monthly salery,
the lz8t ope third was retained until my release.

In September

1952 the prison of SZTUd had approximately
3000 inmates of al

11 nationslities (Germans, FPoles, French
and arrestees of all Satelldts-count:ies &nd froa Yugoelavia. )
They were thsie arrosted on criminal and political zrounds.

The food wes bad and insufficient consisting day after day
of soup with some cabbage, potztoes Or szuerkraut. Twice
the week we gobs except from scup sdditionally some gofatoes
with sauce.

i religicus fthings as images, sculptures, etc.

ed from the priscm chapel in SZTUL. The chapel

zed into a meeting-room with a small sizge. The
inmates received here political schoolins snd once

the week all prisonoars saw here a £ilm of Soviet production.

i 2 a sort of ideological end peli=
showed the difference bet-

¢ the new socialist paradise.

onally special enniversaries

tsagerifice” 9 or 10 days sale-

unist State or to incresce

titude to father STALIN etc.

to take part in these “"spontaneous
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He was at cnce commanded to the political official and asked
& why he had not siyned. He was forced to "sacrifice"” his two

| next salaries in advance. The zt day it came to light that
one of the suards already put the name of the s prentice on
the 1ist and 'signed one sslary. Due io the order of the po-
litical official the young Pole had now to "sacrifice" finally
thres monthly salaries aslthough he only earned & helf salary,
until the date of the "spontszneous manifestation.”

manifestation™ es he had not yet received his first salary.

L o 1 aak o o T Rl Tl ol A

Om the 2% iarch 1952 I was transferrcd to the relesse~camp
in WARSAY. Culy in September 19352 I was finally releasedd
We were s¥ell trested and even allowed to do scme .urchases
in the town of WARSAY.

e

T T T |

; From my personal exprience I can siate that the Polish popu-
E lation is extrexzely discontented. %hen I bought on my last
day in WARSAY somebthing for zy wife passengers addressed and
3 asked me where I should be released. ‘hen I answered: To

; .Western Cersany” they con ratulated me and said that I was

b on the way to freedom. In the FARSAW camp I was told that

; in July znd August 1232 young Communists seized in the

g streets of WARSAW pecple from whom they knew tuat they were
: anti-Co:munistis. They worricd them terribly by cutting off
their hair 2nd tearing their cloth into piecus.

Some prices:

bar of chocolate 15 2loty {(chocolate iz of bad quality)
pair of shoem 270 Zloty

[V -

shirt for gzentlemen 137 to 217 Zloty

tie 104 Zloty

hat 80 to 165 Zloty

suspencer 15 tc 21 Zloty.

auit-case of card-board (70 ox of length) 90 to 100 Zloty.

n oo

wom

The cuit-case was so bad that during the arrival in FRIEDLAND
the grip wes alresdy destroysd. A far betier suit-case I :
bought in FRIELDLAND for DN B.-- 1

EVAL. CQIIENT:A1ll names of localities snd the location
of prisons confirmed. Detaile pertaining to SZTUM priscn :
in line with other reporbts froam veri us sources. The estimates L
concerning the number of prisoncrs in SZTUM prison range

from 2,500 te 7.000. The figure 3,000 seems to be reascnable.

krown limits. The
must be & tie of very

: good gquallity to cos
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