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"EAST GFRMANY

New Course To Iast Until 1956 ?

- SOURCF._BFHLIN: Tast BFRLIN Communist functiohary, observer

ormer last German Minister for State Security, Wilhelm

o
 ZAISSTR,

DATF_OF OBSFRVATION: 21 October 1953

- FVAL. COMMTNT: The statements of paragraphtwo sound reason-

able eno and may well-be the present intention of the
Soviet rulers. Nevertheless, these rulers have always been

expert at changing their tactics to meet current needs, and

in view of the apparent indecisiveness of the "New Course,™
those intentions may well change before 1956 drawss near.

At any rate, this Tvaluator believes that these statements
- deserve careful analysis and consideration. :

Very interesting is the indication that ZAISSTR expects to
be vindicated. . : e

‘e

Confiding in a trusted friend, Wilhelm ZAISSFR, former Fast
German ‘Minister for State Security, recently told one of.
his associates that the_'Hewycourse?:;aito;last.uhtil_1ate

in 1955 or early in 1956.

"This is only a period of rest intended to broeden the basis

for the final construction of Socialism," ZAISSTR is quoted
- a3 having said. "In the GDR, in the Soviet Union &s well ag

in the People‘s Democracies this period will de over by
1956, ZAISSFR added. :

ZAISSTR 1is said to pin high hopes on the fact that the Revi-
sion Commission of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
1s ‘now considering his case., The source said that ZAISSTR
had put his case before the Commission because he“is a So-

. viet citizen and because.he declined to be judged by the

S¥D exclusively.

ZAISS¥R’g successor, SSD chief ¥rnst “OLLWFBFR, was in MOSCO™
all during the 11 to 17 October 1953. According to ZAISSTR,
WOLL"FEBFR had to appear before the Committee, like “alter
ULBRICHT who was questioned on several points prior to his
travelling on to the Crimea peninsula,

Source vigorously denied unconfirmed reports according to

~ which ZAISSFR's daughter has be-n arrested by the SSD,




