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Counell (Swmmery Part 1IN, No.88i, p.4) opened on 16th November. Mme. Jorsef Nagy,

of Light Industry, wae in the Chedr, nmwm
Kiss and Marosan, .he

1

Opening the proceedings, Mee. Jossef Nagy said; “The task of this

18 to diseuss problems of the greatest interest to women and families,

further tasks of the wemen's movement.® She read out the telegran from

Hungarian Party and Government delegation now in Koscow, greeting the delegates
wishing them ewery sucoess in their work, (Budapest 15,00, and WPI 16.11,57)
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fsussg QOstutay's Report

The main event of the conference appeared to be & report “on the notivities
and tasks of the internstional women's movement” by Zsussa Ortutay, The first phase
of the work done by < noveuomt fiRc e She sounter-revolution hed beoen chiracterised
by the organieing eotjvitles uf Comoundet woren end nembers of tr) old Dencorstic
Union of Hungarian Women (MNPSZ). The scsond phase had beyun with the meeting of
the Mational Council of Women amd the @rafting of 1ts programme, The majority of
women approved that programme, whioch took public oplnicn inte conslderation,

The meetings ormanised dy the women's councils, she sald, proved that most
‘I-. were loyal to socisliss and rellied behimd the Party and the people’'s powir,
After the defeat of the ecounter-revelution, many nad come to upderstand the meaning
of internstional seliderity, The primary aim of the women's movemeni was Lo bring
women with differing opinions eloser to the ides of soeialism, The ‘comon denom-
inator with those who do not phare our views' was "a firm stand in favour of the
poliey of the Party”". They had te work tegethar with women whe professed views
differing froem theirs but were progressive and patriotic and wanted to improve the
people's lot. The Perty's leading rele made itself Telt in the women's movement
through the work of communist women,
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Speaking of equsl rights for women, Mme. Ortutay said that 25.5 per cent
of students st universities were now women, as compared with 18.5 per cent im 1938,
The principle of equal pay bad been put into prectiece in Hungary. Iafant mortallty
had fallen by 50 per cent since 1938, whieh proved that mother snd ehild care had
greatly improved, M an average, rents were only 2.3 per eent of wages in Hungary,
while in capitalist countries the persentage was 30 to 50 per cent, But there were
obstagles in the way of equal rights for women. They ineluded "ob ourentiss’ and
financial conditions, Too few women were skilled workers and only & very small number
vere chairman of producer co-operatives,

Prodlep of the Verkiag Nosher

Many pecple belleved it wes & bad thing thet so many mothers went oub te
work, Mme. Ortutay said. But the education of youth and the position of women
were questions which could not be solved by keeping women at home, The faot that
women were working was one of the sonsequenses of social and teohnical development,
not only in a socialist system but alseo in a capitalist regime with the difference
that the former sssured women equal conditions of werk with men's, As to the
moral problem of youth, 1t was A woridwwide one. In conciusien, Mee, Ortutay
11sted "the demands women were addvessing to the Oovernment” as mere howses, mere
places in day nurseries and nupsery schools, snd more classroome. (MPX 16.11.57)



Other Seepiers Lo

The second day of the meeting wis attended by Kallai, Marosan and Komocs!in .
Komaruv and several members of the Soviet Govermhbent delesgation were in the Praesidium.

Anps Pekete, Seeretary of the Oounty Ssavoles women'!s eoumeil, said that much
political education still remained to be done to increase the influence of the women's
movement samong Hungerisn women. Ohauvinist and nationalist views, which still existed,
must be boldly opposed. Demards sust slways be iIn keopiny with the country's cepaclty
and ecmomic position.

Mne. Jozgef Natons, s delegate fros County 2mla, spoke on the position of
women in the producer co-operdatives. In mény co-operatives half or even 60 per cent
of the members were women, but they were not adequately represented in the managenment.

Mpe . Perenc Kigs. of Budapest City District No.lW, ealled for more respect
to be shown to teachers.

Mpe. Pal Bodonyi, Secretary cof the Budapest women's council, sald that the
women's counells in Budapest were doing useful work to improve the position of women.

Qyoergy Marosan rreeted the conference on behalf of the Party and the
Oovernment » (Budapest 19.00, 17.11.57)

Mme. Juyeva, the RSPSR Minister of Culture and one of the 3ovliet Octobe-
Revolution anniversary delepates, asked Hunmarian women to rally even more closely
round their Party and Government. (Pudspest 19.00 and MTT 17.11.57)
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The conference elected Mne. laszlo Rrdel FPresident, Bsuzsa Ortutay Secreotary,
and Mues. lLajos Scherczel, Mihaly Makoldi, Viray Moricz, Jancs Peter and Cergely
Pubinezl vise-Presidents.

The conference 1ssudd an appeal to Hungarian women asking them to take an
active part in the work of buillding soclallsm. (MTI 17.11.57)



