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Organisation 0f Border ATmY

s: 4 Bulgarian refugec, formerly @ reserve offi-
cer of the vorder armys who escaped to Greece on 15 January
1952. ° %

0 ' ‘&Iﬁﬂa 1950 to 1952.

*lii

According to a former reserve officer, the classes of
1929, l930-and 1931 were Berving in the Bulgarian border army
at the time of his escape from Bulgaria in January 1952. The
oclass of 1928 was demobilized in November 1951, after three .
years service in the porder armye

The border aTmY consisting of specially selected and
trained units, js in all respects independent of the regular
army, having its owmn directorate in the Ministry of the In-
ter&or-'ﬂntil Pecenber 1950, when gource's service in its
ranks ended, jts commander was Iaaorveensral PANOV Yonko,
wellknown &8 8 partisan leader during the last war. He is
about 48 years old, tall, stout, dark, bald, with black eyes.
originating from the village ROSS0VO, near PLOVDIV, he has
had a university edgeation end is calm of tanperament.

~The porder army's deputy commander end political com=
aissar gemeral was Colonel MLRKOV (£ou), & taciturn man of
sbout 55, of medium helght, stout, with thick black heir and
black eyes. Source does not know ghether PANOV and MARKOV
have since been replaced.

. The border army girectorate in the Ministry of the In-
terior comprises the following branchest

: 1. Operations prench (Stroeva Sectia, )} in charge of
training and personnel, under Colonel PESHEV (fnu). P

48 one of the few highranking officers of the o0ld regime
8till rotained in service. He 18 considered to be & prilliant
tactician end one of Bulgaria‘s most experienced officers. He
jg about 50 years old and jrasciblé. During the last war he
served as chief-of-sta!f of the Bulgarian First army.

' 5. political branch (Politicheski ptdel) under Colonel
MARKOV (fau).
3, Supply branch (Natchalnik Til) under Lieut.Col. PO-
24ROV (f£nw) . :
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- 'h i Srtinok (““rinmn-t)t&:i)?ﬁlu ‘colonel

SHISKOV (fau).

5. Medical bmoh (Meditsinski oum) mmr uaut. Col.
STOICHEV (fmu).

" - 6, Finance bmnh (!:Lnanm otdel) nndax- a civilian,
- m (fou).

f!huonqr ﬂu ooum up. btothar'bnmhu too, of
he had not heard. :

m ﬁrm' of 1950; no' mmh tra:lai.u elmtarl
_border army existed; ‘the men were trained in the re-

infantry regiments and . ' posted to0 Jborder army
Novembar 1950, for the fmt tm. & border army
on wes formed in LD, The administrative

am %o their ori-
1 for mﬂn‘ to frontier

4, where they receive an eight-month
' m are seleoted from among the enlist-
on to being good soldiers, they must be -

: It h_ mt kn:ml ‘heﬂnr uuuu- ‘are ac-

ulntu! toer urv:lon 1:1 the boriar
months' training at the "Christo Botev" Re-
- 8chool, after which they are posted to the
commanders, They are selected from among
_and must have a gymnasium (highschool) education.
When, after baving given satisfactory service, they become
due for demobilization, they are offered the. ohoioe of be-
nuhc ﬂplur second ltaumann.

o “4leo sélebted from conscripts are tha- pﬂlﬁ.ﬂii‘. non-
-ﬂinimod officers. ufter m mthl in thd training
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jed duties that will be :ngnirml of them.
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battalion, they are sent to the "HADZHIDIMITER® Non-com-
missioned Officers' School in SOFIA for a six-month course;
they, too have the option of remaining in the border army
as regulars when their period of service is up. 7

The morale of the dorder army troops at the time
when source was serving (November 1950) was neither low
nor highy with a better standard of living than that of the
regular army, the men were fairly contented but, on the
whole, indifferent to the Communist propaganda meted out
to them in large doses. The propaganda comsisted mainly of
stressing the "threat" constantly hanging over Bulgaris of
agression by the socalled fascist countries. During his
period of service, source did not see ,or hear of any in-
stances of indiscipline among border army ranks.

: M| Matters correct. The cited persons, except
of General PANOV, arec UNCONFIRMED. °




