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tions on a Building Site at KOSICE
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A 21l-year-old bricklayer and construc-

cian (stavebni technik) from LITOMERICE. Escaped
in August 1953 to avoid military service, and to continue -
his technical studies in the West.
and reported his own experiences and observations.

_DATE OF OBSERVATION: 3 to 30 August 1953.

He worked on subject site

: EVALBATION-GOMHERT:'This'répdrt is believed here to be cor-

Tect. 7The industrial school at LIBEREC is confirmed here as

»Yyssi prumyslova skola” (see Item No. 884/53 and the tele-

phone directory 1951/52.)

It is located at Leninova street
No.3. The building construction enterprise at FOSICE is cal-
led "Ceskoslovenske stavebni zavody n.p."
office for KOSICE district is located at Masiarska street No.

The enterprise’s

78. The medical faculty at KOSICE is also confirmed here as
is the construction of the students® home (see "Rude Pravo”

of 30.5.1953 and Monitoring of 6.7.1953.)"

The wages of the

construction workers are believed to be in line with Item

No. 8407/53 reporting the same subject.
~dent brigade workers at the building site of the abovemention-
ed students’ home is also confirmed by Monitoring of 6.7.1953.
The price of the meals in subject factory mess hall seems high

The presence of stu-

~ in comparison with that reported in Item No. 7872/53.

o *

_ "On'3 August 1953 subsource was-sent'byﬂthe:beskoélo—
venske stavebni zavody?to its "Narodni Podnik" in KOSICE as

_ (over) |




- sion and inconvenience to subsource. "In June," he said,

" had therefore ‘better go to KOSICE first for six months and

~ spent getting a bed in the station hostel and paying for ny
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 a construction techniciaﬁ,Istavabniﬁtséhnik;i]'Thiﬁlpﬁsfiﬁg S

-as.nnt,'however,-affected_pithbutlsOme'preliminary confu-
_ w"they told me at the ' Prumyslova Skola' in LIBEREC that I
“would be going to CIERNA PRI COPE, so I sent most of my bag-
_gage there in edvance. Then, at the last moment, I was told
that I would be going to KOSICE instead. The only reason

for this change was, according to the people at the Skola,"

~ 'that all the workers at CIERNA spoke Hungerian’ and that I

learn enough Hungarian to get by on'. As a result I arrived
~ in FOSICE late at night, without most of my baggage and with
not more than 20 Kes in my pocket. Most of this money I :

_ preakfast next morning (4 August) when I Teported to the
- *Narodni Podnikia!ottices_at40§99_houxs,ﬁw1th practically

=  nnt-a~pgnny.to-mw name;Fj_

© The "Rarodni Poanik's" offices (subsource has forgot~

. ten the exact address) are "in an old monastery. A dark,

gloomy, damp and dismal building with poky, musty little
rooms and low, arched ceilings that make you feel depressed
" as soon as you walk in. In all there are some 50 to 60 rooms,

'-_sona.pf;then unused, in which some 80 people work. About

90 per cent of these employees are Hungarians and a lot of
th-u;dq;notﬁseqm;to-pave-gggthing'to goe i =

 ifter entering the building subsource reported to the

'”i ‘i§§ery-reforenti"a_H' rian named BALINT (fnu), who told

him that he would be employed on the construction of a stu-
. dents' hostel just outside the town. Subsource tried to get
an advance of salary from BALINT, pointing out that he was

" more or less penniless but was told that he could not be

given any pay for about another fortnight and that he had
_ now "better report to the director (Riaditel) immediately.”

; The "Riaditel,” a SZABO (fnu), took "little interesi”
4n subsource's technical gqualifications but spent half an
hour talking politics. Describing this interview subsource
said, "he asked me silly questions like iWhat do you think
of the situation in Korea?’ Of course, I gave him the an-
swers expected of me, then handed him my °‘kadrovy posudek’.
The contents seemed to satisfy him end he finally dismissed
me with the words, 'I expect you to be a useful member of

society. Join the local branch of the Youth Movement as soon

as possible and put some go into the members. They are .
sadly lacking in enthusiasm’. Naturally I told him I would
do ;o,‘although I was already planning to escape in a few

Thus dismissed subsource went to the "Riaditel R.O.H."

(Over) :




Hnuti,) & Hungarien speakingSlovak (NU) 5

{Revolucni Odborove Hnuti,) - _

whose main jéh;!appcﬁgpdjtn:hq”aupe:tiaing:thaﬂpbuplt.in ;

charge ¢ h eantosnicthefiaaning_'t_workidlotheagﬁete.' :

__thnﬁ§Naxbﬂni;Rq¢nik!gand{quppliad_himgwith bedding and can-

f;tgganqglﬁt;gkets,fbrésikaek.f'Subaource.-ns'not-partieuln:é

1;1ygp1casqa;w1thghisaqaﬁrteraﬁhpcauae as he said, "I had to

_ pay 80 Kecs rent monthly with light and heating extra. As I

_.was-only;to;earn;700,Kcs;aonthly and reckoned I'd need 600

" Kes for food alone I thought this was a bit expensive. g

Theoretically T should not need so much money for food ST

breakfast, lunch and supper in the canteen costing me 5560. e

- Kcs daily with an additional 2.40 Kcs being paid by the e

3!qunik?@%but_canteen.meals-being:what they are I knew I'd

 have to buy something extra." Wi et

-+ A%t 10,00 hours, having completed all the necessary

_ ;_formnlitiaa“andlhaving.horrowed money to pay for his meal =

°  tickets, etc., subsource went to CIERNA PRI COPE, collected
jfhis.baggagsuana;rpturned-to KOSICE in the evening. - S

found him a room in a hostel recently built by =

. -~ -Next day (5 August) subsource reported to the offices
; . again and was sent %o the building site, a field about three
 kilometers from the center of the towh and & half kilometer
~ from the local university (which is apparently for medical

~ students only.) Here the “Stavitel” %KU) showed him the
~ site and then left him to his own devices, "to get used to
i the idea of working here." According to subsource he "did
 wvery 1ittle for a couple of days and just loafed around.” °

 He was, fortunately, in a position to do this as he drew &

. f#ixed monthly salary of 700 Kc¢s no matter how much, or little,
' he did. The only others on the site in an equally favorable
~position were the two »Stavitels"” (one for each shift,) the

 other "stavebni technik," the three clerks and the three
 foremen (polir,) of whom the ngtavitels™ drew 1400 Kes and
 the clerks "sbout 1,000 Kcs® each. All these worked in two
of a group of four wooden huts next to the site, the "tech-
nical personnel” in the one and the "administrative person-
nel” in the other. The remaining two huts were used as &
‘too0l store and a changing room respectively. Subsource
‘therefore only had to keep moving between huts and site in
order to make people think he was working hard. ;

~ -~ The bricklayers, ¢ arpenters, etc., altogether some
20 men, had to comply with "norms.” Subsource claims to
know nothing about these norms,""Save that ‘a bricklayer was
paid 7.50 Kcs for every cubic meter of wall built."™ This
meant that a bricklayer had to put up nrat least four cubic
meters daily in an eight hour shift if he wanted to earn

750 Kcs monthly and live more or less decently. If he had .
a family to provide for he would have to put up six to seven

(Over)
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. cubic meters.™ lEbout the two unskilled laborers (whom he
- described as “gypsies") permanently employed by the "Narod-
ni Podnik," subsource knows nothing other than thet they .

earned "about 650 Kecs per month.® .

= u_hgheprcaencaoronly two ﬁh#k’illed 1§Bor§ré 48 ox~

_ plained by the fact that all the donkey work on the site .
" was done by about 100 medical students from the local uni-
_versity, who lived in the university's hostel and worked as

. a "Brigada.” These students were detailed to two shifts,
50 men in each working in groups of five to seven and com-

~ peting with ome another. Subsource knew that these groups

- had to comply with norms and that some groups completed

_ these to 140 per cent and others to only 50 per cent. How- -

_ever, he knows no details and said "I never really under- .

. stood how much work the students were supposed to do in
. one shift. I myself had to keepa record of the work they

~ did, but only filled in how many cubic meters of earth had

"~ been dug up and moved, etc. I think each student was paid =

 between 0.90 and 2.80 Kcs per hour but T know for certain =
- that they were never paid in full for their work. Quite =
~ often the "Normovac" would check through the work sheets

T bad compiled for the students and cross out aome of my =~

~ entries. 1 do not think that this was because the "Normo-

~ vac" (NU) did not want to pay them, but because the build-

- ing estimates had only proyided a certain sum for their pay- . - -

- ment and he did not dare sllow more to be spent, On the = = -

- - average subsource estimates that each student earned "about =

~ 400 Kcs monthly” but adds "I mey have overestimated the =

_ average wage. I know some only got 300 Kcs monthly and did = .

~ not even have enough to pay for their food, having to rely = g

 om parcels from home." The students apparently kmew that = @

' they were not being properly paid and often complained, = -

. nevertheless "they worked well and enthusiastically.". @
. Work on the site was carried on in two shifts, from |
0600 to 1400 hours and from 1400 to 2200 hours, the shifts

_ - changing on M ys.. "But,” said subsource, "the only

©  people who adhered to these hours were the students. Dis- -
 cipline was terrible and the skilled workers, e.g. brick- -

. layers, came to work when they felt like it; They knew =~ |}

 they could not be replaced and took advantege of the fact.

~ ‘Balf of them were supposed to work in the afternoons but = -

“they never turned up. Instead they‘'d come in next morning
. at about 0800 hours and work until 1500 or 1600 hours, to- = |
- gether with the morning shift.” Two bricklayers s however,

each with several children, went to the opposite extreme

~and worked two shifts (16 hours) almost every day. When -
subsource asked one of them why he did this the man answer-
~ ed, "Well, I have got my children to feed and I'll probably
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'k h-ﬂt?

be 111 .or nnemploynd 1n the wintar.
- keep m.y tamily and maeL’. alivc‘" :

_ert_heing‘worked but due $0. ihs 1nct af diacig sy
were a farce. During the night, from 2200 %o 0600 hsnra, :
_the "Stavitel® did not bother to come. He had worked dur-
ing the afternoon and had no-intention of working overtime.
The skilled workers, especially the bricklayers said thay
‘could not work in the dark and just refused to come.” Snb-
_source was therefore left in charge of a full ahi!t of stu-
‘dent workers. "These did their best,” he said. “"They even

put up several walls. But as none of them were hrinklayars f
and were working in the dark the things they put up were: ;
crooked, not to say mnsightly.” -Finally, on 15 August, 211 :
attempts to work a night shift were abandoned. About’ ths i
-same time a_ "Oommisaioa' came from PRAGUE and inspected :
what there was of the building. The commission ‘members - o
promptly wanted the ntudsnt built walls torn down, g
‘they were "not safe.” However, the "Stavitel” 1n.ehnrgn nt :
the time refused, pointing out that work was already a fort-
night behind schedule. After arguing for half an hour he
‘won his case and: the commisaion decided to lcava thn walls S

Apart frcm his snparviaian of thn night shift sub—
*sourcs was mainly concerned with the .compilation of the
‘construction expenses for each section of the building,
with the supervision of the machines in use, the gunnral_ S
“aupervision of the day'h work and with the drawing up of the
work sheets for the student laborers. The aompilation of: =
the construction expenses appears to have been something he
loathed and touched as little as possible. He seemingly 7 :
. never finished any part of this job and can give no details,
-~ other than that "he had to add together the value of the S
- materials used and the wages paid for the comstruction of hgds

every floor, so that the cost could be compared with the X
‘estimates originally made.” He said "An engineer came re-
_gularly from PRAGUE to look at these things but I never had
anything finished. I shared the work with the "stavebni
technik® in the other shift, but it was really the Stavi-
‘tel's job. Anyway I did not care if an:thing was finished
‘or not since I was planning to escape.” As far as his sup-
ervision of the machinery was concerned, he merely had to
see that none of the six or seven trucka. three or four
cement mixers, the four small (1 ton) cranes or the four
- hoists was standing idle. He states that he spent "one

" and a half hours checking the work done by the students and
~ four hours working out the construction costs." He would
~ therefore appear to have been idle for two and a half hours
.of every shift. : ioee)

: : er
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ot _ Subsource’s (and presumably the other employees’')
 attitude together with the gemeral lack of discipline would
- appesr tc have been the reason why work was behind schedule.
—wiatters improved during the 1ast week in August, when 10

- more brickisyers, mostly men who had just finished their : _
- apprenticeship, arrived to work on the aite.” Howaver, these.
. mpew men could not work as fast as an experienced brickiayer
. and did not therefore speed up construction as much as might

 heve been expected. In the original nplan” the hostel, &
'_bﬁﬂding-twu-'_etoriesj bigh, 70 meters iong and 13 msters wide,
 the zonstruction of which was begun on 1 July 1953, was due
 to be completed on 30 September 1953 and to be occupied by
180 students from the local university on 1l October. But

L Pecurce thinks "It will be a miracle if it is finished on .
time." In a frantic attempt to catch up lost time" every- '
thing is being done in a hasty and slipshod fashion. The .
‘bricklayers do not “care what their work looks like or ‘how
long it will last, aolonsuitpassesuuater ‘and they
‘complete their norms. The students are supposed to parform

onders and are kept ‘continually on the move, " Mainly be-

xfore they are  Unseasoned wood, straight from =
3 been used for door end window frames, which .
: |1 yarp and require replacing in about three years."” Even . =
e “students, many of whom are %o live in this building, do
. not consider the construction safe and came to subsource to
ask "if it would not collapse one night.” Subsource reas-
sured them but privately thought that "it would fell apart
1ike a house of cards if a bomb fell within 100 meters.”.
He himself lived in & similar building, put up by the same
~ "Rarodni Podnik"” and presumes that the new hostel and three
 other buildings being erected in XOSICE will be the same
when finished.  This means that "the floor will be so warp-
ed it will have waves in it and the window frames so out of
‘shape that you cannot ‘close them. The walls between rooms
will be so thin that privacy will be a dream.” He could
hear somecne listening to an RFE broadcast in +he next room
but "probably & new fellow who d1d not know what kind of

- I-(om;_f."”" ..
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. bullding he was in.®

- Pipally, on 30 August 1953, subsource, feeling dis-
~ gusted with the state of affairs at KOSICE y decided that =
~ he had been away from home long enough to ensure that the =
- _police would not suspect his parents of having helped him
. and escaped to Austria. = = L SR

- CORRESPONDENT'S COMMERT: Subsource, although apparently
_very interested in the building trade as & rule, could not
Tremember many details re norms, etc. while being inter- =~
viewed. This, and his inability to remember names or to =
- describe properly how he spent his working day, gives the
_impression that he took very little interest in his surround-
ings just prior to his escape. However, he was available
-Tor a few hours only and may have been confused and wor %
about his actions in the near future during the interview.
It is therefore possible that, given time to calm down and
- thirk properly, he might be able to remember more details,




