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At this point, the technical services of the state and cooperative
agencies are available without cost for comprehensive planning
entirely on a voluntary basis. There is no coercion or compulsion
applied in the essential planning for restructuring the individual
farm. On the basis of the replanned farm, the state or private
banks furnish long-term credits.

In the planning process consolidation of land parcels is
urged. Where the type of farming warrants larger fields, land
acquisition is recommended. Of primary importance, however, is
the type of farming enterprise to be chosen. In today's market,
specialization is the crux of the operation. The era of diversi-
fied farming is past. Under Bavarian conditions and in line with
the EEC market projections the most profitable farming enterprises
are pork production, poultry farming, and gardening. Dairy and
beef husbandry are less profitable. But the essential decision is
to specialize in one branch, regardless of farm size.

At this juncture a striking contrast with Communist agrarian
policy is evident. Whereas the East European socialized farming
Systems are obsessed with large scale farming, the Bavarian studies
show that in the two most profitable enterprises -- pigs and poul-
try -- small land areas are profitable and net labor income is
independent of farm size. Thus, a one-man, T3 hectare mechanized
farm of 500 pigs has a net labor income of 18,500 DM a year.
Similar plans for poultry, dairy, beef and specialized farming
operating units are worked out in the exhibit.

Both the state agricultural agency and the cooperative
"Bauernsiedlung" organization assist the interested farmer in
drawing up a complete reorganization plan for the individual farm.
Rearrangements in buildings and their redesign to adapt to the
new plan are worked out, as is the degree of mechanization. On
the complete farm plan then, based on productivity and profit-
ability, state or private banks finance the restructuring of the
farm. Without the integrated farm plan as drawn up by the spe-
cialist and farmer, bank loans of comparable size are not
recommended.

It is a striking example of free choice, cooperative
planning between state and the private farms for the benefit of
a productive, profitable and free agriculture.

In the farm machinery sector of the exhibition, which
covers five hectares of space, the contrast between the two
political sectors of Europe is further evident. For while the
Soviet Union and those East European countries with a developed
machine industry monotonously stress heavy tractors and ponder-
ous field machinery in the farm exhibits, the Bavarian show
presents a balanced and thoroughly integrated machinery industry.



The massive Soviet models of tractors and combines seen
at foreign shows are designed to overwhelm the visitor with their
size ‘but,in actuality, the Soviet concentration on a few types
" of lurge-scale power unite reveals a lag in ‘integrated mechan-
“‘ization of ‘agriculture. As a result scores of routine production
processes are still largely done by hand. L

3 : The Nunich farm exhibit, however, features hundreds of
variable-sized machines and equipment that lighten and speed-up

- the innumerable farm operations with the emphasis on hydraulic-
operated attachments to tractors. Tractor power in Bavaria, too,
is on the increase. A decade ago the average power of a tractor
was 12-15 H.P.; - today the average power has risen to 32 H.P.

West German soils are not inherently fertile, yet they pro- <
% duce some of the world's highest yields. The Bavarian agricul-

; . turel show provides the reasons for this: heavy application of

i ; balanced chemical fertilizers along with heavy organic matter
coverage, reliance on high-yielding seeds, the suppression of weeds

; through herbicides, and timely working of the soil.
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The accent in mechanization is on improving the operations
of the family-type farm. The role of farmer cooperatives, demo-
cratically controlled by the members, is given special recognition
as an ideal and dynamic organization to assure farmers a fair
share of the national income and representation in the decision-
meking circles of the government. ' :

The educational exhibit casts a hard look at the farm problem
and comes up with positive solutions to make rural living pro-
fitable and permanent. The entire exhibition is a convincing
testimonial to the superiority and productivity of the free-choice,
femily-type system of farming. This system derives its advantage
from the private ownership and initiative common to the Western V
world where technology, as well as enlightened state policy, is
used to lift the level of living among the numerically-declining,
yet ever vital, farming community. 32 1R
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