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Conditions 4t "Pravda" Publishing House

In BRATISLAVA 5
i f_SﬁUHCEfEGNBOE‘f_é 21dear-old wniversity student, who escaped
At the beginning of April 1952. He had worked at the mention-
- Bd "Pravda" Publishing House. 3 o
- DATE OF OBSERVAPION: Until april 1952.
: S .
5 Printing of newspaper. e

S Oux informant debcribes'the“cdnditiona'in_”Bravda?_Pub—
1ishing House in BRATISLAVA.  This enterprise employs some

1,000 peopie, and is directly subjected to the Central Comnit-
tee of the Communist Party whieh appoints all the senior offic-

- The "Pravada" Publishing House is composed of five depart-
Editing of daily press, Jessnskeho street 12;

Publishing houge, Benesova dtreet 27; 2

#=  Press, printing, Jesenskeho street 9; :
“ﬁ;?rayauanﬁé;-Bﬁne:dva‘straet_2?; _ e

= Publishing enterprises {Vydavatelske Podniky,} Dunajska -
'-'stréét;ﬁb}dla.jf;{.' e

2 'Tﬁe_ontpﬁiﬁof“tbg3third'(printing} department has been

. steadily ineréasing. zithough no new machinery has been supplied

"in-the-lasr'fcu: ~ ¥esrs. The sutput of printing machines for

. the daily press ant the weeklies {”Svet Socialismu,”™ YSvet So-

Cowetn, " "Nase Voisko nng "Bojovnik,") was 300,000 copies, and

~_of those praducing propacanda leaflete and posters of all kinds,

72,000 pleces per hovz. About 15 to 20 books conld be printed

- @onthly, each ia 10,000 copies. Owing %o the bad gquality of the-
printing ink, somelimes prupaganda posters could not be printed

in more then ohe or iwo colors :

- A11 Propaganda material had fop priority in paper supplies.

i‘er%*:?




ITEE No 5968/52
r
: 8 May
NiL/a2/6e5/A
HL/82/686/8 -
NL/82/687/4

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
cont*d;)
Lot

= Fhr the printing of expert 1iterature. textbooks atc. paper was
'_ofton"“t”avallable.. ' 5 S

Ihn director of “Pra?da" Pnbliehing House is BENOVIC (rnu).

df Jt'iah origin living in BRATISLAVA, member of the Party

Central Committee. He once owned a publishing house, which was

: natiunslized. “Por this he got 2,000,000 Kcs and a job with the’

press. In 1945, he joined the Party and since ihen has been a o
“most loxalécouumnistn- He draws & aont&l: salary of 30 000 Kop oo
lnﬁ-hal'n ‘!straplan“ car. at hzs disp e e

91 s -
da;nr;} which hava existed only;since May 1951, but by beptember'
were already in full swing. The total number of these sub-book-
shops was about 5,000; they are attached to achocls, tobacco-
nistis, factories ete. #hen they first started operatin;, each
was aupplied with Harx:at literature tc the value qf 2 000 hcs

hara vf the

at senools, reliable students, ususlly -
agne. are 1n charge or the aale'.'

.ron

If the sub-boaksrop does not shnr a goo_ sellxnu turnQVPr.'
.tup or three months later the Publxshlug Houge asks the respect-
ive s»heol, factory or other énterpriae to appuint ancgther =
"sulesman.”™ In practice, mmch pressure was exerusised on the em-
" ployees and schoolehnildren to buy this propaganda stuff; uften
the books were made a part of the school's gompulscry readﬁhg
'Prﬁsrau, so that the pupils could not avoid buying them. ;
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A number of "campaigns" were launched to increase the
sales of propaganda literature. Such a campaign was e.g. under
the slogan "The Post Serves the Reading Public," and it was car-

-ried out in Slovakia by the "Pravda,” and in Bohemia and Moravia
by the "Swvoboda" Publishing House. During the campaign, each
post office received from the publishing house lists of Marxist
literature, which the postmen had to distribute among the people
when delivering mail, with suitable propaganda and accepting or-

- ders for the books:. All the orders were collected at the post

_ office, which forwarded them to the publishing house. The Post~
~ master General's office received 15 per cent of the profit from
- those salesj but the postman who actually did the job, was not
__entitled to any reward. Some 971 post offices and 1,980 postmen

~ were involved in this campaign. N S

. Another large-socale campaign was the "Week of the Soviet
Book," followed by the "Week of the Socialist Book," then by
the "Week of the Marxist-Leninist Book," etc. Total expenditur
on propaganda material, st "Pravda" Publishing House, amounted
- to 30,000 Kcs monthly. This was spent only for the purpose
epreading the HMarxist literature in the countryside. Books were
_brought by trucks directly to the villages, or were sold by book-

~stalls with a reduction of 15 to 20 per cent, which actually was

- below the prime cost. St ea

- Political 1iterﬁ£uré;j

: The "Pravda" Publishing House in BRATISLAVA was greatly
interested in the founding of libraries in factories, offices,
etc. This was done in the following way: via the Ministry of
Information, the publishing house sent lists of books to the. i
factory managements, which then had no choice but to buy a nice
selection of them. Thus the factory was forced to start its own
library of socialist literature. Our informsnt saw in his office

many letters from factory managers, imploring the publishers not
to send them any more books, since there was no money to pay for
them; but the sales department completely disregard such reguests :

and send more and more books. S

Political literature is distributed everywhere, and the
Communist prepaganda knows no limits in this sphere. Even in the
i+ hospitals, ths libraries are being exclusively supplied with

Marxist-Leninist literat.re, sc that the patients have no choice
- left.

:Some books by #estern authors, which were published in CSRE,
because of the "progressive™ opinions of their authors, are
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' ni.‘t.‘lng very -en, and the publishing houae never can meet all
‘the orders for thie kind of literature. This shows the hunger
nr thc pubne for the bocks conu.ng from the :t’ree -or}.d.

- The SPRK (Asaociation of Friends of ¢ lassxcal L terature, )
: !hich uwsed to publish four books per year and had about 50,000
~registered members, in 1950 was amalgamated with the “Pravda®™
Publishing House and started publishing mainly Soviet literature.
".31m then, the numher of members dropped to som.ez 000 people.

- Duxins t.he "Prass Week® in .l.ugnst 1951, sll ed:tora -ere _
;l.un a wn’t:lmﬁal order that the names of STALIN and the : :
Soviet Union should not be used to excess as this would make S et eay
M too common; they ahmx.ld be used only -hen their greatness SEELE g
‘stressed : = E : S

 Mentioned addrecses of’ "I'rqua" pa.rtuents are ;
according to the 1951 ‘telephone book correct. The cnugbers of
_streets are the fn].lwing: "Jesenskeho 12, Beneaova 27, Jeaans-
keho 9, ‘Mnesot_a 27, nuna_;al:‘a 47s * A1l the other mentioned
newspapers are generally known 'MOYIC is a wellknown comn- £
nist editor. For other information about him see item No. 5205/52
' ' salary seems rather too high, Other
ine with general tremd. = = =




