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Delivery Of "Sobieski" To Soviets At ODESSA

Eguncz ROME: A sailor who jumped ship in Scandinavia previously .
aboard "Sobieski® when it was handed over to the Soviets at ODESSA.
DATE OF OBSERVATIQN: March -~ April 1950, recently reported.

* * *

i A Polish Merchant Marine person who was aboard the M/S "Sobieski"
hen it was delivered to the Soviets at ODESSA told the following
torys

n§ye left WAPLES on the night of 15 March 1950, and sailed for

ODESSA. During the voyage there was a sirange atmosphere aboard ship.
It seemed as though we had forgotten to speak. No one wanted to eat,

d the ship was strangely silent. No one even cursed, and this was

sure sign that something was wrong. When the ship was near the
Black Sea, rumors spread among the seamen that the captain of the
"Sobiegki”™ had received a cable from the Harbor-Office of ODESSA
to the effect that the Soviet "masters” had sent a pilot out to
' meet us. Today I can see that this was merely a product of the imagi-
pation, begamse at that time no one came out to meet us, let alone a
ilot. £ : i 1, -

" We reached ODESSA by night, but we did not get permission to
gnter the harbor. No port official came out to meet us and we were
forced to wait all night for orders to enter the port. The captain
-repeatedly flashed messages to the port authorities, but he never got
an answer. Next morning the Soviet pilot came out to meet us and guid~

0 gd 'us into the harbor. There was no band on the pier; no symbolic

flowers; no smiles. The "welcome" was €0 cold and formal that one
pould have thought we had brought them a cholera epidemic instead of
. an ocean liner. On the first day the captain and crew were obliged
to confine themselves to one part of the ship and were not permitted
to move sbout freely. This was evidently a "security"™ measure. We
.were not allowed ashore the first night because the port authorities
glaimed that our permits were not ready. -

' Soviet police carefully searched the ship and confiscated some
iylon stockings and dollars which some of the crew had with them.

e Soviets claimed that these articles were not listed in the ship's

fest. 0ddly enough the Soviets never asked for this manifest, but

' they use any axcuse to0 do as they please. They. did not seal the liguor
and cigarettes we had aboard ship as is done in other ports. The So-
~ ¥iets claimed that "no one in the Soviet Union desired American ciga-
rettes or Fréench liquor.” During the next few days we found that the
ppposite was true, and that the Soviet people loved these capitalistic
producte, In fact they paid more for the cheapest stockings than did
people in any other port. This situation made our little trips teo
fown very prefitable. : :

ODESSA is not en attractive city; there are no beautiful bars
pnd restaurani. They are all ordinary, dirty places, and people are
sullen, expressionless, and never seem to smile.
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On the second day in port the Sovietis be
forward for 45 minutes, then in reverse full @
through all possible maneuvers. The "Sgbieski”
ing eolors, so that even the most exacting Sovi
ing to object. The trial runs lasted a day and
: viets seemed completely satisfied with their purchase. After the trial
e AuR we went through 14 days of handing-over Ceremonies. The Séviets
ey wanted to.learn as much as they could about the machinery aboard.

Getting back to the city itself: 1 repeat,
less and eolorless. Perhaps in 1914 it was beauti
It has no international characteristics as one wo _
a port. Some English ships put into ODESSA, but the sailors do not

g0 ashore, There are no Americans at all, perhaps one can see some
Greek seamen. :

gan to -test the. engines:
ownj the ship was put
came through with fly-
et enginecers had noth-
2 half, and ths Sg-

T Our Stula (ship's education officer - source's note ) tried to
. make the best of the situation. He organized a visit to the'm-xtalial.
: . 8hip "Patria®™ now called “Rossija,” which was tied up in the port. He
~_ took us %o the movies, to the theater, etc, :

SR Walking through the streets one does not see any drunks, and it
ne-.'_*aa;_;thmgh good-humor is unknown in this city. S '

-3 It almost seems that someone had forbidden conversation in town,
‘I met 8 Russian whom I had known in GEFNOA during the handing over of

~ the 5/S "Jagiello®, He was not allowed $0 come aboard the "Sobieski,"
- 80 I spoke %o him in a dark corner of the port where no one eduld see
~B8. I made an appointment with him for the next day, but he did not -
show up. I thus lost my only contact with our “alljes.® St
~ The movies are not entertaining at all. They are schools for
_Soviet culture and not amusement centers. The same is true for the
~ opera, with the exception that the opera house is beautiful, some-
- what like the Burgtheater in VIENNA. Singers, technique and scenery
. are good,’ but not really outstanding. The audience is well-behaved,

. but people come dressed any way they wish. Only the Navy and Air Force

~ Officers give a Buropean touch to the erowd.

- - T never got the chance to see the famons Russi
- Af 1t ever existed, it has Probably been liquidated L Py SO

- It is the custom to organize a party aboard ship to celebrate
~ the delivery of g ship. The Soviets showed no i

ntention of doing 8o,
and therefore we made the preparations for the farewell party. When
the Soviets saw what we had in mind they contributed g bottle of
vodka for each table. Many port officials came aboard in

nh.hoapi{alityg

%o get drunk on five
.- ses of waodka. During the party we we

Then the Polish flag was lowered, and it was like listening to
& death sentence, Our sailors were silent’ and swallowed hard in order
- %o keep from crying. They did not want the Soviets to catch them ory-

ins-.’..a.e

0f course
source's note.)

» Done of us chose freedom in ODESSA ceers(irody -
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¥e returned to Poland vis KIJOW, BRZESC and TERESPOL.
'BRZESC, which is in Soviet-Poland, has beem completely sovie-

tized, whereas TERESPOL, which is farther west, still has some
ropean traits. dsioi ot
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- EvAL. COMENT: Probably tue; the description of the crewt
, - natural reaction and the description of ODESSA are genuine
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