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te. Interviewre: N, Ivansco
Place: N.Y.C.
Date: April 2,%3,1957

I.PERSOXAL IRNVENTORY

L{Neme: Cods 29/M

2.Age: 21 years odd

3.5ex: Male

4 Maritel status: single
S.Religion: Roman Catholic
6.Birthplace: Budspest

T.Spent most of his life: Budgpest

8.At the out-break of revolution respondent lived in Budapest,
12th district Svabhegy,near the Farkasret Cemetery.

9,Ever asbroad: Two weeks in Yugoslavia in summer,1956
10, Military service: none

11,Education: Graduated from Kando Kalman Electronics Gymnasium
in Budapest in 1953

12,0ccupation: 1953 to 1955 respondent was employed as an
electrician.In 1955 to 1956 He was employed by the Ganz
Electrical Factory in Budepest as an 1lnspector.

13.Parents: Father,age 53, living in Budapest. Raxlother,

divorced,has remarried and living in U.S, since 1945;
she 1s age L47. Respondent has step-mother in Budapest,

age Ll

1} .Respondent has two step-brothers aged 11l. One is in
Budepest,one in U,.S,

15.Respondent has no chaldren
16.Left Hungary November 12,1956
17.Arrived U.S, November 25,1956

18, Pravels in U.S,: After leaving Camp Kilmer respondent spent
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8 short time with his mother and Step~-father in New Jersey,
after that lived in Bard College for two months, Arrived in
New York in March,

19.Immediate plans: To continue his studies and, at the same
time,to find a job where he can support himsself,

20.Respondent has not been interviewed by any Weatern
organization after leaving Hungary with the exception
of the routine interviews by Austrien police,American
counselor,and immigration officials.

2l.Foreign lenguages: Studied English for two years and
i1s able to meke himself understood. Studied German for
three years and speaks well.

Subject is a 21 year old electronics technician with
intellectual background, Intelligent. A nervous chain-
smoker, lNot very talkative;his answers were rapid and
curt. Sometimes 5 or 6 questions were necessary where
one would have sufficed with other subjezts. Seema to
be involved in the Federation of Freedom Fighters and
is strongly opposed to previous exile politicians and
organizations, A bit too sophisticated,
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II, MAJOR SALILNCE AND WARM#UP QUESTIONS

To enable Americans to understand the significance of the
Hungarian revolution in October,1956 they must be glven an
over-all picture of events and chnditions in Hungary gince
1945, They must be told of the political conditions in
Hungary from 1945 to the outbreak of the revolution,and
also of the low standard of living,the low wages, the
political terror, and the dissabisfaction of everyone. If
the Americans understand the background of the revolution,
then they will be mble to realise its importance.
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III. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS, ATTITUDES,
AID EXPECTATIONS DURING REVOLUTION

A.O0n October 22,one day before the revolution, I did not
experience anything unusual. The papers that day wrote that
Mafesz had been organized, This was the new organization of
the Hungarian students. It was to replace the Disz, The
Mefesz was to hold a meetlng the next day,but I didn't ex-
pect anything unususl to happen,

On October 23 I went to work am usual, About 3p.m.,in the
factory,we heasrd rumors that large scale demonstrations
were going on in Budapest,especlally in the vieinity of
the Hungarian National Theatre. We heard that posters were
being plastered on walls demanding that Rakosi be brought
to justice.

Several of us decided to go down to the city to see what
was going on,but we could not leave the factory untill
Sp.m. after we had finished our work. We went down to the
corner of Rakoczi Street and the Ring, Alarge crowd had
gathered there and some people were talking to the crowd.
Budapest street-car conductors were giving speeches and
reciting poems of Petofi. Several army trucks were also
there,but the soldiers were with the demonstrators and

not against them. Freshly published cop#es of the "Szabad
Ifjusag" were Bistributed among the d emonstrators. Bundles
of these papers were thrown from the windows of the"Szabad
Nep" offices, The "Sagbad IfJusaﬁ“ was printed in the same
printing shop as the "Szabad Nep". The Szabad If jusag"
listed the demands of the Hungarian university students.
It contained the origiaml twelve demands which were later
increased to sixteen.

After é6p.m, somebody in the crowd shouted that everyone
should go to Parliament Sguare where a large demonstration
was going on. We knew that Gero was to speak over the
radio"that evening,but the crowd shouted "Don't listen to
Gero!

Several thousand people skumad started from the lational
Theatre in the direction of Parliament Square. Flage
appeared from nowhere,and we merched with flags. Buk the
Communist crest had been cut out of the flags.

We arrived at Parlement Sguare about 7:30. There was &
very large crowd there. The lights had not been turned on
and the crowd was burning newspaper torches., Later the
lights were put on, The crowd demanded that Imre Nagy
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Bome and address them, We had to walt a very long time before
he appeared. Meanwhile,the actor,Imre Sinkovics, recited the
patriotic poems of Petofi. Army trucks appeared equiped with
emplifiers., Someone,I believe Peter Veres, addressed the crowd.

I did not stay on to listen to Imre Nagy's speech becauss,
after 9p.m.,a truck load of youngsters came to the Square
and told us that the AVO was throwing tear-gas Iinto the
crowd in front of the radlio building., At first we did not
believe this,but soon we decided to investigate. Ve boarded
the trucks that could be found in the vicinity. There were
fifty or sixty people to a truck and clinging %o the vehicle.
On our way towerd the studio building we saw that trees had
been up-rooted by tanks en the main streets of Budapest. We
were able to go as far as Rakoczli Road. There all traffic
stopped. We heard sounds of shooting in the distance.Excited
people were rushing left and right,

I joined the crowd which was singling the Hungarian National
anthem. We turned from Rakoczl Road into Szentkiraly Street.
We were able to go only two blocks,because at the corner of
Szentkiraly end Brody Sandor streets access to the studio
buildings was blocked by AVH men and Blue policemen limed
up, Dense fumes of the tear-gas shells was still in the air.
The sub-machine guns of the AVH men and the Blue police were
pointed at the crowd. We were forced to stop. Someone from
the reer began throwing bricks and stones at the police,
They enswered by throwing several volleys of shots in the
air, The crowd became panicky and everyone fled for cover,

A young university student of 23 or 24 was killed, He may
have been shot from the back, There were AVH men stationed
on the top floors of the buildings near-by. They two began
to shoot when the AVH and the policemen began kaxfizx on

the street started firing in the m» air. I sought cover in
the gate-way of 16 Szentklrely St., The body of the young
university student was brought under this same gate-way,
Someone covered his body with an Hungarian flag, There was
a press reporter near-by who took several pictues with the
ald of flashlights.

The sight of this boy who was killed not far from me effedted
me So much that I décided I had had enough and decided to go
home. The street-cars were not running,so I had to walk the
entire distance slong the Ring. Lverywhere along the Ring
people were tearing down the Red Stars. Crowds were building
barricades. I saw two Hungarian tanks stationed near the
Vargaret Bridge. Everyone was excited but no omne seemed to
know what was going on, Crowds were coming out of t he opera
and were complaining that the busses were not running. When
we told them what happened at Parliament Square and near the
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radio buildings they did not want to believe us,

I mmmt went back home to the Svabhegy. The whole right long
we heard the sounds of shooting from _(EsT .

I joined the demonstrations,at first, from mere curiosity.
But the general enthusiasm was contagious. I,too, became
enthusdastic when I saw that people were voicing their
opinions freely. I don't think anyone,at that time, feared
the consequences, We probably dild not thirk ebout this at
gll, At the start of the demonstrations on October 23 I felt
that I was witnessing an improtant world event,but I did not
think the demonstrations would end in a revolutlon,

At the start of the revolution we wanted chnges 1in the
goverrment and a new Communist govermment in which the
Staflinists would not be incltded, We also wanted the
goverment to comply with the demands of the unlversity
students, I don't think /that at that time we would have
been sttisfied with any concessions from the govermment,

The average age of the demonstrators was from 20 to 10, Both
sexes were represented, A great majority of the women were
university students., All classes of the Budapest populeation
were equally represented, From 6th grade students and Industrial
naxkarxxkm apprentices to grandfathers, Bveryone was there.

About the organization and leadership of the demonstrations,I
know only what was published kn the papers, I do not know how
the university students organized the demonstrations,but 1t
must be admitted that they were well organized,

B, When the AVH and the police started to use tear-gas and
fire hoses on the crowd inf ront of the radio bullding,it
was evident that the crowd would want to retallate, I do mot
know where the crowd received the arms from. Alledgedly, the
first arms were obtained from the nearest police stations.
Later the army suppllied the arms. Sub-machine guns were
brought from the Lamp Factory #in Kobanya where they were
being mamufactured. But I know this only from hearsay.

Everyone who was able to obtain arms took part in the fighting,
There was no organization at all among the Freedom Fighters(I
think that I heard this term "Freedom Fighter" for the first
time on the Radio Free Europe broadcast.) Small groups were
formed volubtarily with no commanding officers zmix or
military discipline. I did not take part in the fighting at
the very outbreak,only later on., I don't think anyone thought
sbout the consequences,about dying or being wounded, We were
confident that we would be able to over-power the Hungarlan
AVH., When the Russian got involved in the fighting we decided
to fight ageinst them as well.
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At that time we thought that the Russian troops had been
called in by Imre Nagy.

On the morning of October 24 I wanted to Bo to work as usual,
but the street cars were not running, A crowd gathered at the
&&g} station of the street-car near our home. Several of us
ecided to go in to the city and investigate what was golng on.
The radio was still in the hands of the govermment and that
morning it was announced that nobody should leave his home or
be out on the streets,

We crossed the Damibe over the Franz Joseph bridge., When we
reached Calvin Square we saw a large group of young people
marching toward the radio studios. They were armed with
pilstols,sprrts rifles,and one or two of them had hand-
grenades, Thelr average age was about 20 to 2.

On the main streets near the radio bullding the street-cars
were overturned to form barricades, On the corner of Brody
St. neer the museum rifles were being distributed. Lveryone
got three bullets to a rifle, Those who had arms attempted to
go nearer to the radio studio buildings under the cover of
doorways. They fired their few shots and them returned,
because they had no more bullets,

Hungarian tanks and armed cars came out of Brody Street toward
the museum ,When they approached the crowd dispursed.

T contimed on my way in the direction of Rakoczi Street. There
was fierce shooting here. There were many people wounded and
several were Xim lying dead on the street. Shop windows were
broken,but no one touched wares on display.

I contimued my way in the direction of the St. Rokus Hospital.
Ambulances were constantly bringing the wounded for treatment.
The dead were taken to the morgue in the rear of the hospital.

T went home,and for two days,stayed there. We sat constantly
beside the radio listening to domestic and foreign broadcasts.

C On October 27 I,with three friends,decided to go in to the
city, What we saw in Pest reminded us very much of the 1945
siege, We saw destroyed buildings,burned out tanks,over turned
stree-cars,destroyed Russian armored cars,etc,

We saw a large group of demconstratdvs marching with black
flags ard black arm-bands, It was really a funeral march
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to observe the heroes who had fallen during the fighting., But
it was also & political demonstration becasuse sad mEkiakizm
patriotic poems and songs would often change to fierce
political slogans against the govermment and the Russlans,

The demonstrators marched through Vaci Street in the direction

of Andrassy Road. When they reached the Ring they turned in

the direction of the lyugati Rallroad station, Here we met six

Russian tarks which almost ran into the crowd. About 100 meters
from the railroad station we were stopped by more Russlian tarks
and armored cars. They began firing in to the air. The shooting
lasted sbout fifteen miinutes,but no one was wounded.

When we scattered into side streets we heard that a demonstration
was teking place in front of Parliament, Lveryone went there.
This was between 9 and ten m.m,

A large crowd had gathered in front of the Parléament Building

en Parliament Square. The crowd was shouting and demanding that
come and explain the conduct of the AVH and

o e Huss8ians,

Russian teanks were lined up near the Parliament iullding. Among
the demonstrators there were students who knew how %o speak
Russian, & student sterding near me spoke to a Russian officer
who was in command of one of the tanks. He explained to this
Russian that we were not fascists and that we were not counter-
revolutionists. We only wanted freedom and that the Russians
should leave., He listered to us and looked sympathetic. DBut

he told us that he had his orders,and if he was told to shoot,
then he would have to shoot.

Word passed among the crowd that M%}__,the chairman
of the Bresidium would spesk in about ten mirmtes. DBut before

he could begin his speech,fierce shooting started from the roof
of the Supreme Court building on the other side of the Square.

As 1t turned out,the top floors of all the buildirgs facing the
Square were filled with /VH men, Without any apparent reason

the AVH men on top of the Supreme Court bullding began Piring

at the crowd. A general penic ensued, People souglt cover under
Russian tarks and trucks,and behind the pillars of the Parliament
building.

When the AVO began to fire the Russians also fired at them. I
saw at least two or three cases where llungarian civilians
manned the guns from Russian armored cars and tanks,because the
Russians were hesitating about what to do., When the shooting
started the Russians beggﬁ to shout at the AVH men on the

roofs of the buildings, ey probably did mut know who =RXWhy
was shooting at them, 3
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The shooting lasted from lla.m, until about 1P.m, During
this time I changed my hiding places several times,and
finally sought refuge in a bush. I saw about eight or nine
nundred people who had been killed there on the Square.
There were men and women, young and old alike,

We were finelly eble to run to cover of a building on one
side of the Square. From here everyons ran home as quickly
as possible. Lveryone who witressed this scene on Parliament
Square on October 27 probebly promised never againg to go
near a place where there is shootlng.

When I went home and told my family and fitends what happened,
they refused to believe me.

On October 28 my friends and I went to lddk around in the
vicinity of the Southern Railway Station in Buda. The crowd
was pushing raillway cars from the gtation into the streets
to build barricades. On Szena Square I met a friend who

hed a gun and an arm-band with the words "National Guard"
printed on it, With two other friends we decided to join
the National Guard, We were directed to a building on
Szene Square,., !/e were told to wait in a room beeause Uncle
Szabo was in confererce, Uncle Szabo was the commander of
the National Guard in this district in Budapest. lle was a
truck Ariver who must have had some wmillitary experience.

He was sble to maintain discipléne end was a good strategilst,

While we were waiting for the Commender tosee us, trucks were
being loaded with volunteers who wanted to go to lMaria Nostra
prison to free the political prisoners, then I saw that the
volunteers were given rifles and ammunition in exchange for
their personal identification cards,I decided not to walt for
Unele Szawo,but to stand in line and get a gun,also, I handed
over my identificatlion card and received a #ifle with three
or four bullets. e boarded the trucks and started off in the
direction of the !akia lostra prison,

mer leaving v PEsT we were stopped by the police.

y requested pepers from us. We did not have any. They sent
us back to Budapest to get the proper papers. I do not know
on whose side these police were. Everywhere along the high-
way soldiers in uniforms and Blue police stopped vehicles

and asked for their papers, There was such confusion and
disorder that it was impossible to say which guard was on
whose side,

We turned baclt to Budapest and I was assigned to check
vehicles on one of the mailn streets of Buda, At 5p.m. I went
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back to the headquarters to report., I was told to go with
five other civilian boys up the Svabhegy and occupy the
villas where Gero,Reval,and Raekosi had lived. We took a
truck and went up to Svabhegy. We were warned that the
villas mgy be occupied by AVH men., We stormed the villas
which were surrounded by a Bigh wadl, But we found no one
inside, These villas were furnished with great luxury.
Persian rugs,silver ware,valuable palntings,china,and
other items were there, We tried to collect these and putb
them all in one place which we locked, We did not find arny
documents or papers there. Those had been carefully removed.

On October 29 I went down to headquarters to report for
instructions, I left the four boys in charge of the villa.
At headquarters the National Guard was busy rounding up
ex~AVH men, We got the addresses of the AVH men from the
population, Most of them offerfed no resistance. These
AVH men were later transported to somewhere else.

On the night of October 29 I was statlioned near Szena Square
checking vehicles. Just before midnight k@ sa& two Hungarian
tanks came with National Guardsmen clinging to 1ts sides,
They told me that they were going to capture the AVH head-
quarters on Maros Street, I decided to go with t hem,

The AVH men inside the AVH barracks on "aros Street were
given an ultimatum to surrender before 2 a.m, Otherwlse
we would shoot at the buildings with our tanks.

The AVH men surrendered just before 2 Am, They were told to
1ine up in the yard of the building., Ve =mmr searched them
for arms, They were told if anyone brought arms fwvom the
building he would be shot on the spbt, The simple AVH men
who had been recruited for service were discharged without
any delay., Uncle Szabo appeared ard he directed the trans-
portation of the AVH officers and non-cormissioned officers
to headquarters. About three truck loads of AVH men and
officers were taken away.

The captured Avh officers and men were taken to the Police
Academy on Boszormeryi Road, Many 68 them were in civillan
clothes,but those AVH men and officers who nothing to fear
did not change their clothes, Alarge rumber of them wore
blue uniforms,that is police unifowvms,

With thirty other National Guardsmen,I remainded in the
berracks of the AVH until mornipg. We found af a large
quantity of arms and ammunition in the biailding., The AVH
men could have resisted for five or six days. 2 large room,
15 by 10 meters was filled withthe most modern small arms
and sube-machine guns. 2All of us equiped ourselves with sub-
machine guns,pistols,hand-grenages end raincoats, The next
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morning Uncle Szabo moved his headquarters from Szena Square
into the barracks wk hed taken from the AVH,

On October 31 I was sent with twenty soldiers Ra of the Signal
Corps., mmdxaxaryanaxdtd back to the villas on Svabhegy. I
commanded only the five civilians,but this was not really
commandseveryone did what he wanted, The highest in rank took
over the "command" of the soldlers,

T think it was the next dey when we were warned by civilians
that there was a very mysterious house next to the lormafa
Restaurant on the Svabhegy.We dedided to investigate. The
civilians had told us that mysterious cars appeared always
at night, end that no one was ever seen inside the bullding,

In this vilka we found a man about 45 Eaara old who saild that

he was =8 - electrician, t in one of the drawers

we found 8 true papers which said he was an AVH non-commissioned
officer.who had received decorations for services to the democracy.
A closer investigation of the building revealed a secret celler
in which there were four prison cells. The cells were each '
equiped with one small cot and two buckets, There were very heavy
steel doors on the cells. The colls were empty,but in one we
found fresh blood stains. We started to question this AVH non-
cormissioned officer,whose name was,eccording to his personal
documents, Denes Barsbas. /fter some prodding with the buttd

of our rifle,he admitted that the fresh bloodstains came from
three university students who had beene xecuted in the villa

the previous night. He refused to confess anything else.

Tn the building we found Russian décuments and Russian passports
without photographs., Yo took all the documents and our

prisonsr back to headquarters. I do not know what he confessed
there,but two days later he managed to ESEEE escape from there
when he was being transferred to anbbher prison. I t was our
impression that this was one of the many secret buildings

&x occupled in Budapest by the XEXRx Russlan secret police,

From here on until November L4 I remained constantly on
Svabhegy patrolling the vieinity for AVH officers or Russians,
Nothing of special interest occurred.

We heard over the radio that the Russians had withdrewn from
Budapest, We suspected thet they were leaving only the capital
and not the country, We were informed that was 300 huxdesdx
tanks were stationed outside of Budapest. Alledgedly they
could not go on because they had no fuel.
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T first heard about the return of the Russians to Budapest on
the morning of lNovember L. I was wwekened by the sound of
shooting. This was about } a.m, I heard Imre lagy's speech
over the radio., e telephoned for imstructions from hesd-
quarters. The twenty soldlers were immedlately sent to Obuda,
T wes told to go with the four boys under my cormand to the
Farkasret Cemetary. We began building barricades to block the
way of the Russians if they attempted to go from Budeors to
the Svabhegy.

No Russians came,but we met fleeing Hurgerian soldiers who
said that all resistance was in vain, The families who lived
in the neighborhood also began begging us to take our arms
and go sway because we may provoke the wrath of the fussians
against the civilian population living there, We decided to
tﬁka our small srms and return to the headquarters in Maros
stpreet, This was in the afternoon of lovember U,

From headquarters we were directed to a schodl on Abtila St.
There we had machine guns and a mine thrower. /e exploded a
Russian ambulance on the street near our building,but it must
have contained smmunition because it burned an exceeddéngly long
time,

After E%x bp.m, about fifteen Russian tanks appeared and
surrounded the biilding, They begar firing at us. lle were
foreed to seek cover in the air-raid shelter of the biilding.,
We were afrsid that Russian infantry would come in the wake
of the Russian tanks and find us, Therefore we hid our arms
and the soldiers took off their uniforms and dressed in
civilian clothes.

About 5 a.m. the Russians disapneared. Then the Russian
artillery stationed in Kelenfold begen to fire at our
buildings. They were scoring the post-office and other
govermmert buildings nearby, One or two shells struck our
school building eslso. e had to evacuate our building, and
with a family which hed been bombed out in Pest,I went
home., The femily consisted of a language instructor,his
wife and 5 year ofid child. !y parents gave them one of the
rooms of our villa.

On lovember 7 and 9,sxmeaupm with a group of thirty boys,we
staged raids on the iussians in the barracks in Budaors,
and in the Kardly barracks. e caused much panic among the
Russians and set fire to three of thelr trucks. Before dawn
we retreated and hid our arms in masoleums of the cemetary.
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By November 12 we realised that the Russians had won. 'y
parents were greatly concerned because many people had seen
me with arms in my possesion, Therefore,on November 12 I ard
the family who had been evacuated from Pdst started off on
foot smm toward Austia, We carried only small knapsacks
wheih were practically empty. On the way we were questiored
about where we were going. We answered that we were going to
Budaors for bread. /e went on foot as far aB.Ji%ngmﬁJiﬂiﬁg-
There we were fortunate in getting a train for Komarom.

had to change trains in Komarom. Ten minutes later mxkirsix
another trein departed in the direction of Gyor, The train
did not stop in Gyor because the conductors infowmed us that
Russian and Hungarian troops were fighting in the vieinity of
the railway station. Ore station before the border we got off
the trein and started by foot in the dipection of the border.
We had to walk sbout five hours ® until we came to Austrian
territory, lle were not challenged by anyone on the way.le

sew one tenk,but only from a distanve, The Russlans were
firing rockets to light up the territory along the border,
but they did not see us.

It 1s bvery difficult to say wkx what Hungary,on the whole,

has gained by the revolution, I do not know what the situation
at home is now, Judging by what the local papers are writing
about the conditions in Hungary I think that the people at
home rmst be having an exceedingly hard time.



29=M _
t, 14/1v

OF
IV .EXPECTATIONS KO@X HELP FROM THZ WEST DURIIG THE REVOLUTION

A. AMfter the outbreak of the Hungarian revolution I expected
thezrxwenldxk the West to send help immediately. I thought

that United Nationg troops would eome to help maintain order

in Hungary. If the United Netions had sent troops or a pdlice
force into Hungary the Russians would have had to withdraw from
the country immediately.

I based by hopes and expectations on what the foreign radios,
especially iadio Free Europe,had beensaying all along. Radio
Free Burope had made such statements as "Hold out only two
Bays longer." We hoped that effectdwe assistance would be
forthcoming, We did not know then that the United lations
was not worth anything.

T did not want the West to send us arms, Lrough people have
died as it is., Yhat the United lations should have sent was
troops. Their presence would have stopped all fighting in
Hungary and the Russians would have had to withdraw,

¢. From October 23 until hy errival in Austria I had met
no one from the West,
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V.SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AlD ATTITUDES,

A.Before the war my father was the manager 68 a luhmber industry
concernn After the war my father beceme the manager of a
national enterprise which conducted plumbing and electiical
instalation work on new buildings.

My father owned a five room villa in Buda., This villa was teken
ewey from us in 1948, We were allowed to remain there, but had
to pay rernt.

Both of my parents and also my step-mother are gymnasium graduates..
Wy father also completed a lumber industry course at a German
university. I do not know which school he attended,

B, The social classes in lungary are the workers,the peasanta,
and the intelligentsia, Fefore 1945 the intelligentsia played
a leading role in Hungary. low this leading role has been
taken over by the workers.

I have had contact with all classes except the peasantyy.

My opinion of the industrial workers is a very good one., The
majority of the industrial workers are very diligent and
intelligertd. As a class,they are united and have a common
Opinio I,

The Hungarian intelligentsia is more divided. Under the Communists
intelligentsia was at a great disadvantage. Its members attempted
to remain as inconspicuous as possible,

I am unable to feem form an epirion about the Hungarian peasants
because I have had practically no contact with them.

In the last years under Communism it was impoesible to recognise
the members of by different classes by their eppearances alone.
There was practicallly no differerce in their way of dressing,or
1ivirg. In general,the industrial workers and the intelligentsia
have become practically united,

I consider myself to be a member of the intellipgentsia.

Probably, the Hungarian industrial workers were the hardest hit by
Communism because of thelr extremeky low wages,and long working
hours. They lived much worse than before.

C., I am unable to tell you the gemeral opirion of eac h class
of the other. I can tell you only my own opinion. It is my
impression theb the intelligentsia,in general,had a very good
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opinion of the industrial workers. There were no barriers
between the two classes, I thirk that the industriasl workers,
especially the older ones, had a very high regard for the
intelligentsia, Taky They recognised that the intelligentsia
knew more than they did,

The great union of industrial wokrers and workings peasanbs
about which the papers wrote so much existed only in theory.
I think the industrial workers did not like to go to the -
country. The general standard of living in the country was
mash lower,

E,The most important criteria for getting shead in Communlst
Hungary was origin, The first question asked when one wanted
a job was "Who wes your father?" The second question was
"Are you a Party member?" In order to get a good job,that is,
a job in which the salary was about 1800 or 2000 forints,you
had to have very good contact. This meant either versonal
contact or contact through some-athletic organizastion,or
through the Party., One had to accept the political doctrines
of the Cormunist Party. I f one did not aepprove entirely and
complétely of the Party's policy,at least seemiigly, then
there was no chance at all of petting ashead, Talent ard
experience plasyed ® very subordinate roles, I don't think
there was any change inthis respect during the ertire
Communist regime,before the revolution,

To succedd a person had to be a good Party member. He had te

have oontact and pull. He had to at least make belleve that
he was a good Party member.
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VI. FAVILY LIFE UNDER COMUNISM

A. In general, the economic conditions,linder Comminism,
caused much financial trouble within the family, and
were the sourece of constant worry., Both husband and wife
were compelled to work, Divorces were rumerous.

Within my own family thers was nervous tension caused by
Financial worikies, We had to work more in order to be able

to exist on the bafest essentials., Our family life was not
aspeaceful and close as 1t would have been under the previous
regime.,

B, From the earliest ages children were educated according
to Soviet methods. Thhy were taught to view everything from
fhe Russian Communist view. They were brought up to accept

a more simple and much more primitve form as 1ife as natural.

Tt was more difficudt to indoctrinate the teen-agers and
adolescents, They still had,perheps hazy,recollections of
1ife under the previous regime. They were also able to
understand better what parents told them about 1ife before
and during the wer. The Communists did no® succeed in
indoctrinating the vast majority of the teen-agers. This
‘was event in the fect that in the revolution averyone from
1l years ard older perticipated in the fighting.

I did rot notice any change in the obgydience or dis-
obedience of the children inder Communism as compared to
their conduct before and during the war.

¢. Probably the only change in comrtshdp was that the

young men was unable to appear 80 well dressed as before.
Recreations and awvusement s were very expensive. Judging
from what the older generation said about their courtshlp,
courtships under Communism were condiderably| <5 expensive,

People entered marriage with considerably less money in their
pockets than before. Both husband and wife were compelled
to work. There was no real home or family life as before.

Extra-marital sexusl rekations were frequent. I do not know
anything about the ruimber of illegitimate children,

O0fficislly no prostitution was tolerated. But there was
secret prostitution,especially in Budapest.

T do not know what the officilal view was of the Communist
Party or of the Hungerien govermment on sexual matters, b §
never heard nor read anything about it. Bat,I think,in
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general, that Party members have less inhibitlions concerning
their sexual relations, Thawmix Their morals are looser than
those people who are not Communists by conviction. I don't
think that the Party wes very much concerned with the sexual
conduct of its members. A1l it wanted of its members 1s that
they should not steal goverrment property and they should not
chiticize the Party or its poliey.

D, If a close friend of mine were to join the Communist
Party eand become a Party Secretary,friendship would

probebly cortirue unless he became a Communist by conviction,
If he became a Communist member by conviction then I would
probably be the one to terminate the friendship, I do rot
think a friendship can exist under a mutual agreement not

to mix politics into it, That would not be real friendship;
that would be only an acquaintanceshlp,.

E., I do not khow whether the crime rate increased under
Communism as compered to the crime rate of the past reglme,
But 15 1s my belief that there 1s comparatively less crime
In Hungery than there is in the United States. Zspecially
juvenile delinquentey is comparatively much lower there than
in the U.S. It is true,however, that very many people were
senternced for crimes sfainst govermment property,but public
opinion did not condemn anyone for stealing from the
goverment, or for embezzling govermment funds, T do not
know whether the erime rate of women increased in Hungary
during the Communist regime. But in school we were taught
that juvenile delingquency had shown a condlderable decline
under Communism in cowparison to the pre-war resime, I
think that alcoholism increassed considerably,especially
smong the younger people. '

The govermment attempted to «xm curb crimes against Boverment
property by introducing very sever punishments for such crimes,
The word "Jempec" has seversl mearings., It may mean a hoolligan
or vagrant, It may also mean & person who dresses asccording to
fmerican style end dances to jazz or rock and roll musiec, A
person may be celled a Jeampec because he wears his halr long,
and becsuse his fashioned along American styles,

T think that the whole problem of "Jampec" is a malignant
exaggeration on the part of the Communists. The cause of the
Jampees behavior was the mere fact that we liked to imiltate
foreign fashions and foreign way which weee copied from the
few Western visitors to Hungmpy,and also brought in to the
country by Hungerian athletes and football players who were
permitted to go out of the country ard look around,
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T think thet the so-called jarmpecs belonged to all social
classes and they were mostly young people between the ages
of 16 to 30, I do not consider their corduct criminal,

The majority of the older people objected to the Jampecs
styles and manners because they werse unaccustomed to them.
01d people are always inclined to be more conservative,
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VII. RELIGION

7. There was religious freedom in Hungary under Communism,
but only on peper. It was not advisable to be relifious or
to be seen in church, It was incompatible with Communism,
and with Party membership. It was a black mark on your
cadre sheet. Under Communism religlous classes were
abolished in schools.

™o Catholicg Church was the hardest hit by Communism because
the majority of Hungarians are Catholics.ThePbotestant Church
was also hard hit by Communism because Communism is onposed
to religion as such. Berhaps the only exception is the Jewish
religion,

B, ieligion does not play such an important role in my life
as it dode in the lives of my parents. I go to church bery
rerely,and say ¥@ a prayer very seldom. I think that the
aversge Hungarian's attitude toward religlon is the same as
mine.

C. The purpose of the church to bring-up cltizens with a
strorg moral background is a great advantage to the state.
For this resson the church should be assisted in its work
by the state, I thirk that zhx the churches should play a
much greater role in education than before. 211 of the
church school should be returned tothe churches.

Te churches should be sllowed to voice their opinions in
such matters as the censoeship of books,films and plays.
But their attitudes twward such questions should not be
ahsolute.

I think that in a free Hungary the church should not take
part in polities. lothing good ever came from priets taking
active roles in polibies.

I don't think thet the JEwish religion in Hungary has been

hurt by Communism, This is prebably because principles of

the Orthodox Jewish religlon agree basically with the principles
of Communism,

T think that the majority of the Jews in Hurgary lived bery
well under Communism,and were satisfied with 'the regime. I
don't think their sttitwde toward Commnism changed at all
during the last ten years. Thay accepted Communism because
that regime broughit them liberty,but only for them. The
majority of the Jews were active Communist Party members.
They jolned the Party because they warnted to get shead yuxad
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and beceuse they sympathized with Cormunism,

It is my impression that the Jews in Hungary were only silent
observors of the demonstrations and the revolution, They did
not express their opinions, I saw one or two Jews in the
demonstrations,but I saw practically no Jews in the fighting.
These demonstrators were mostly young Jews, But,I saw very many
Jews when the refugees were pouring out of Hungary.

It 1s posesible that the Jews are afraid of an imdépendent Hungary.
This can be attributed to the fact that they have gained much

by Communism,and that,Before the Communist regime during the war,
there had been anti%Semitism in Hungary.
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VIII, THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A.,Under Hungarian youth we can include the young people from

17 to 23 years of age. At this age ypung people are inclined

to be the most spirited amd most enthusiastic., They are not

yet tied down with Samily responsibilities,and they spend

rmaach more time in each others company than any other generation,

B. The Hungarian youth nlayed the leading role in the demon=-
strations and the revolution. Through the youth ard student
orgeniaations = it demanded political freedom and the with-
drawal of Russians from Hurgary. The demonstrations were
organized and conducted by the untversity students.Later
others also jJoined, The fighting was also started by the
students,and led by them at the initisl stage.

It was the Hungarisn youth which took the lead in the daem
demonstrations and the fighting,ard not any other age group,
because the IHungarian youth was the most dissatisfied with

the situation under which it lived, During the revolution the
older people had en excellent opinion of the youth., They praised
its bravery and determination, The older peoplefwho,up to then,
very often scolded and mriks&zmd critisized the youth,became
fond of them during the revolution. They gave us advice about
arms ard how to fight. They were less inclined to participate

in the fighting themselves.

C. The standard of education in the Hungarian secordary schools
was very high. Very much was demarded of the s tuderts, Certain
subjects such as literature ard history were distorted,bukxmas
danprdadxaf xkhaxckuaxksxnasxdanandad Dut what had been demanded
of the students under the previous regime,was demanded of them
now,

Every teacher and instructor was compelled to prepare a teaching
plan for the entire school year. These plans had to be submitted
for approval to the school inspectops.

After completion of secondary school not all students could
contimie their studies at a university. Admittarce to schools
of higher education was determined on the basis of class origin
and political beliefs. Students of worker origin were admitted
much easier than children of the pessarts, The children of the
imtelligertsia were very rarely admitted to universities and
had to be exceptionally talented,

The mejority of the instruetors in the secondary schools had
been educated under the prévious regime. Very few of them were
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Party members, They had ample ovportunity to impert to us their
disagreement of some of the things they were foreced to teach us.

E» It 1s true that the Communists devoted much time and effort

to the indoctrination of the Hungarian youth, Through various
youth organizations ard compulsory political classes in schools
they wanted to xx femilimrize the gouth with the principles

of Communism. The vast majority of the Hungarian youth was :
bored by such indoctrination efforts and they were not influenced
by them bewause the/ youth was able to see in every day life the
contradictions of the Communsit doctrines.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVIRYDAY LIFE,

A. The major dissatisfactions with 1ife in Communist Hungary
were low wares,high prices,a low standard of living,no pollitical
freedom, In Communist Hungary one was eonstantly pestered by
authorities and officials. One was likble to be wuestioned by
police at anytime of the day. One was stopped on the street,
asked to show ones identification card,asked why you weren't

at work or dXdxyouxhsxsxmexayfrom where did you get money for
recreation or amusement,etec.
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X. THE ZTCONOMIC LIFZ,

A. Durirg my last year in Communist Hungary we had to work very
hard in order to live at all, We were able to provide food and
quarters,but nothins was left for clothing or recreatlon.

Mt home we had to plan our budget very carefully. We were not
gble to buy everything we would have liked.

vy step-mother did rot work, ™y father grd I ate lunch ir the

factory. My step-brother ate in school. Breakfast at home usually

consisted of a slice of buttered bread and tea. Sometimes wetook
a sandwhch withus to eat before ¥mzh lunch, The lumches we got
at the factory were not very good. I always felt hungey after
lunch, Supper at home was the most substantial meel of the day.
We always ate some soup ard vegetableg. We had meat usually two
times a week.

Clothes were the most difficult problem, We could buy only a
1tttle at a time. We could afford to buy new shoes only when
this was absolutely necessary. If we bought anything 1t was
always the cheapest. I had only two sults and three peirs of
slacks, My two suits were three and one years old,respectively.
I had four or five Shirts and one raincoat,

The four of us lived in a four room villa which previously
belonged to my father, It had been nationalized in 1948, To
prevent a femily being moved in on us we rented one room to
a university student, fter the villa had been nationalized
my father hed to pay 200 forints rent per month.

T condidered it a luxury to be able to have a clean shirt
every second day,or to eat the same kind of food on week~-
deys as on Sunday. It was also a luxury to be able to buy
a theatre ticket or a cinema ticket.

Before and during the wa®p we led a comparatively comfortable
1ife,and we were able to afford decent clothes and good food,
After the war our stardard of 1living declined about 605, Our
standard of living was probably the highest in 1955 ard 1956,
It was the lowest in 19ﬁ8 to 1952,

From among my friends and acquaintances the family of a school-
mate probably lived the best., The father was a top govermment
official in the 'inistry of Post and TeleCommunications. One
child wes a law student who wanted to enter the diplomatic
service. A second child was a lath operater in a Budapest
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factory, The mother did not work. The father and the elder son
earned comparatively good salaries. ‘hey were able to afford
good clothes and good meals, Sometimes the children were able
to go to dances,cinemas,or theatres. The family did rot enter-
tain at home. They had a three room flat with sr fairly rice
furniturs, They lived much bdtter thaen the average Hungarlen.

The low standard of living can be attributed to the fact that
the Hungarian forint did not have any value outslde of Huncary.
The govermment was forced to export at a low nrice in order to
be able to meet foreign competition. The balance of iImmmekExzauid
imports could be covered only by payinz outstardingly low wages
gnd by condiderably increasing the prices of cowmsumers goods at
ome,
B.
During the last year before the revolution my father's average
1850 forints a month. 'y average income was 1300 forints. This
wa8 the take-home pey. 70 forints were deducted fwom my pay each
month and 280 forints from my father's for tmade union fees and
compulsory govermment loans, I recéived a production borus of
600 to 1000 forints every six months. I do rot know how much my
father received in bormuses, I know that he received a family
gllowance of 40 forints a month for my half-brother. This sum
was included in the 1850 forints teke-home pay I memtioned,

Yeither one of us ked any secondary soucce of income,

vy step-mother did not work. She remained home to do the house-
work. - _

I did not receive any wage increase during the last five years.
vy father did rot receive a wage increase,but got a reduction
of 100 forints per month when the size of his company w as
reduced in course of a reorgaenization of goverment énterprilses,

C. There was a differnce of prices on the free merket and gowern-
ment retail stores, Poultry,sggs,and dairy products were 5% to
10% higher #han in the govermment stores. On the other hand,other
farm produce were 155 chesper on the free merket than é&n the
govermment stores., The difference in nrices was seasonal,ard it
elways depended on the extent of demard.

Iggs and poultry prices were always higher in the Spring ard

would decline toward the end of summer. The differerce la prices
elso depended on where one purchesed, For example, in Budapest
and in the country;Budapest prices were usually higher,

The goveryment commissioned stores handled only used articles,.
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used articles availbkble in the govermment commissioned stores
and the new products availeble in the goverrment reteil stores,

Sometimes there were shortages of goods at certaln retail stores,
whereas they were avallable ir other sores. This was caused by

There was not much differernce between the quality of the hardly
too much red tape in distribution.

The quality of goods,in general ,improved someuhat during the lest |
*sux two years. Before that,there were too mary complainte because |
of t he poor quality of the artlcles sold,in goverrment stores.
Tnspection and supervision probably improved in the factories.

Tt sometimes happened that such items as peprika were available
in some stores and not avallable in other stores.

Spare mzxzk parts wore obtainable,but mostly not in goverrment

sokeEx stores.

T do not know of any spoilage of foods in Hungary.

There were peréodieal shortages in foodstuffs. Mt one time there

was great fifficulty in obtaining bycycle tires and inner tubes.

For exsmple,in 1951 to 195l one was able to obtain bicycle inner

tubes only by handing in the old inner tube and paying 9C forints
fer inner tube.

|

Black-marketing was conducted on a very amall scale in Hungery.

There was & blsck-market in tools and electrical equipment.For
example,cable wires, X = would
frequently be stolen by the workers in the asctories ard sold

to ferces. These fences would in turn sell the tools and equip-

ment to private dealers for about 25%t030% less than their

official price., The dealers would be glad to pay this price

because ,otherwise,they were unable to get materisls or tools.

Suech black-market operations were extremely dangerons, If any-
ore were caught it meant imorisonment, Price apeculation was
»unishable with2 to 5 years imprisomgent.

D. For the last three years before the revolution I was em-
ployed by the Ganz Llectrical Company. This factory was
situated near Szena Square., My last assigrment was that of
inspector., I had to inspect the electrical turbines and
machinery which our factoyy manufactured for export. Ve
memufactured électrical locomotive engines and turbines. We
specialized in high tonsion electrival machlrary.
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Ve worked eight ard on helf hours a day. I worked only six
becsuse I was a member of the factoryés football teem. I
spent two hours everyday practieing and training. These two
hours were paid to me as if I had been on the job.

Yormally,working hours 1in the factory,for the day shift,were
from 7:30 to L:p.m.,sometimes to }:30 n.m, depending momxer
on how much time was taken for lunch., If there wes a lunch
recess of one hour only half an hour was vaid for by the
company.

T obtaired Wy job with this company beeause I wes a good foot-
ball player and was reeded to play on the factory's team.

I was on good terms with my colleagues,but not withmy superiors,
They would complain because I worked too fast and,again,if I
worked too slow., I did not have much xEmseg respect for thelr
authority,but had respect for their tralning and prectise, I was
not afraid of them because I was well trained for my job. The
only thing they could have done against me was to csuse political
trouble. 1n gereral,my foremar ard superlors were well trained.

T was satisfied with my job in the factory, I felt that my
colleages were alsc well trained. !y jmmdediate superiors always
had unofficial praise for work well done.

The vachtion progrmm in the factory was conducted with too much
buresucracy. In theory you could take your vecation anytime you
wanted to. In nractise,however,the productior season of certain
shops determined when the workers could take their yearly wacation.
One could go either tothe vacation homes maxkk mainteined by the
factory or by the trede union, Vacation expenses werse comparitively
small.

Soeial security program of the Hungarian Communist government
provided free medical attention and sick-pey to workers for a
certaln period of time, I do not know much about the pension

program,but I have heard several old neonle complain that the
pensions were very low,and they were unable to live on thelr

pensions. I do rot know detalls about the pension nrogrem.

B, In Cormmunist Hungary I would srefer to live in the city. There
is more culturel 1life in the city end life there 1s ~enerally
much more comfortable. Also,more interesting., In the courtry you
are usually able to obtaln newspapers only efter they are two days
0ld. I think that the city population in Hungary eats better and
more food thar the rural populestion,and the standard of living

is higher in the cities thar in rural Hurgary. Prokbkbly the
political pressures were also lower in vrovinclial Hungery than in
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the cities,

Then the collsctivization of farms was introduced in Hungary
everyone knew that it would not work out in practice. The famm
collectivization program was not good because it did not take

into considerstion the strong feeling for private ownership

emong the Hungarian peasants, The peasants lost interest in their
work. They would have grown much more on land which was their own.

I think that the middle peasantyy objected the most to cohlectiv-
ization of farms,

In the Spring of 1956 I heard of one or two cases where farm

cooperatives ard cooperative production groups were dissolved
in Hungary. The reason for dissolving these collective farms

was that the members had practically no income from the farm

and the farm was operating at a loss.

If a were an agricultural worker in Communist Iungary,l would
prefer to work on a private farm,

The ideal agricultural system in Hungery mauk# should be based

on an extensive land reform with no lerge estates. “ebhanizabion
of fm® agriculture should cortinue ard the compulsory surrendering
of crons by the pessarts should be abolished.



XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. In 1948 I was only thirteen years old ard I was not very
interested in politics. But,in retrospect,l favored the

Hungerian Small-Holders Parpy from emong the parties which

were sctive in Hungery before 1948. It probably represents PoLITi CRL

views Ne%geﬁrt mM_own _After 1945 my father beceme a member of
tho Hungarian social-Democratic perty.

In the pre-1948 Commnist Farty the non-Stalinistf members
were also able to £ill important Baryy posts.

I have not heard much about Bela XKdn, Bt I know that he
worked together with Tibur Samuelli. I know that Tibor
Semuelli was sadist who X= was responsible for the deaths
of many ixmegaxi hundreds of innocent Hungerian peasants,
and intéllectuals. g

T see no difference between the underground Communist Party
which operatéd during and before World War Two,and the pre-
1948 Cormmunist Party.

B, Communist Party members after 1948 should generally be
digtded into two groups. First,there were the Communists by
corviction, Second,there were the Party members which were,
more or less,compelled to join the Parpy because they were
afraéd of loosing their jobs,or becruse they wanted to get
ahead.,

Itve known Communist Par ty members of both types, All Perty
members had to show outwardly their acceptance and approval

of Commmunism and Communisi principles. Tnwardly,what they
thought of the Party depended lergely on why they johned. Khnxk
Their attitudes toward the Party probably changed in accordance
with the fluctuations of Party policies., I mean such changes

in Party policies as,for example,after the dsath of Stalin.

There were changes in Perty policy. The Cormunists were very
well sware of the true public opinion. They were forced to
make coneessions because they saw the strong opposition to
the regime. These charnges occurred on instructions received
from Yoscow, Moscouw,in turn,uwas infkuenced by exteraal ind
internal political and economic conditlons.

T was aware of differences within the Comminist Party legder-
ship only during and afterthe revolution.

—— e e e i e e e m— e S
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By Party morale I mean the acceptance of the Party's nrogrem by
1ts members. I don't think bhhat outwardly Party morel: changed
maich during the various periods from 1945. Outwardly,the Party
was strong and firm;Party morsle was high. Inwardly,the morale

of the Party members depended on the reasons why they have jolned
the Party originally.

The leaders of the Hurgarian Communist Party are Moscovites, They
are mere puppets who are permitted by 1"oscow to act when ard as
long as it is converient to the Sowviet Communist Paryy leaders.
They receive their instructions directly from Moscow. If they have
any difference of opinion,they ere wlther liquadated or imprisoned.
They must acfept orders and instructions from the Moscow Commurists,
However,they are Communists by conviction. They believe in what

the Pasrty teaches. But,sometimes they hade insight into the true
purposes of the Party. They are sadists ard criminals, Their
personal motives are mostly material. From the Communist point of
view,some of them may have talent ard experience,but none of them
are statesmen or politicians in the true sense of the word.

There is reslly not much differerce between the simple Party
members andthe Party leadership from the point of view of
motives., Both the simmle Party members arnd the lesders are
members or leaders for meterial gain,

If a padlitical change aeccurs in Hungary them the top leaders of
the Communist Party,if they are not lynched by the growd,should
be placed before a court to answer for thelr deeds,

C. There was opposition & Communism in the years before the
revolution. This took t he fmam form of ssbotage in the factories
and farms,in slow downs,ard even in ditribution of anti-reglme
leaflets, The workers very often damaged the machines or put
them out of order. This was often the cese with electrical
installations. Here,repairs required a considerable length of
time. I,myself,have witnessed several such cases in our factory,

The industrisl workers were the ones who dered to express thelr
dissatisfaction the most.of the refime in this form. I know very
1ittle about the sabotage conducted by the Hungarian peasants,
My impression was that the members of the intelligentsia dared
least of all to show sry open resistamnce,to the regime.

211 forms of resistance to Commuinism were facts of public know-
leflige within Hungary. Perhaps only the people who were responsible
for sabotage,etc. were not known,
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Resistance in ary form was the most dangerous in 1950 to '51.
In 1953-'56 criticism and grumbling egainst the regime was
more frequent and open,

In gereral,the intellectuals and members of the intelligentsia
were so frightened that they dild not show any resistarce to
Communism. I heard about the activities of the Petofl Clrcle

only during t he revolution. I don't think that the intellectuals
had anything new to say. Their primary importance was in the fact
that they d ared to express their fiews which everyone professed
secretly. The opposition of the intellectuals was not always

open and direct. Sometimes it was contained subkly in between the

lines.

My opinion of the intellectuals is that they are not day-dreamers,

but realistic persons. They achlieved a leading role in the
revolution the two weeks after its outbresk,but,because of the
shortage of time,they were rot able to achieve much,

The Hungarian intellectuels turned against the regime becauume
they probably had the best insight into affairs and knew the
true situstion in Hungary.
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XII.THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A.Most of the men in the AVO were drafted for compulsory military
service aml assigned to this branch of service. They had no choice
of serving in amy other branch of the armed service,

The officers,however,were not compelled to serve in the AVH, They
chose this profession volutarily. Thelr motives were primerily
material ones. The AVH officers were excellently paid,Their work
wes not difficult and it afforded great possibilities to men who
hed sadistic tendencles.

T hed no contact with the AVH whatever. lelther I,nor my family,
nor any of my friends were ever errested by the AVH, The only
AVH plainclothesmen that I knew was an AVH officer aessigned to
work in our factory. His cover job was to take care of social
welfare matters withing the factory. But,it was rumored that he
was an AVH mmxm man whose kuma true assigrment was to ebserve
everything that was hepnening in our factory. e were always
careful to avoid him and not to speak in his presense.

I ddd not know of any AVH officers or AVH men who wanted to

leafe the service,who suffered remorse,or had pangs of conscience,
T only knew one person who was supposed to begin his term of
compulsory military service in the Fall of 19 6. le was very re-
luetant to go ard serve in the AVH, Ile did not know what to do.
Fortunetely for him,the r evolution postponed the commencement of
compulsory military service in Hurgary inthe Fall of 1956 and my
friend was able to come out of Hungary 1llegally. '

I have already told pou about my experiences with the AVH men
we captured during the revoltidon. I do not know what became of
them, When the Russians were a@ivancing,thirty AVH men were
ordered shot,because they had killed and tortured people.About
200 AVH officers against whom there was no evidence were not
harmed, and weregprobably freed by the Russians.

It is nd exaggeration to say that people in Communist Hungery
live in constant anxiety and fear, They hade constant finencial
difficulties and live elways in the fear of arrest, grd torture
by the AVH ard the Blue pilice.

If Hungary becomes independent it will be necessary to screen
those people who served ir the AVH, If there 1s any evidence

thet they tortured or killed innocent people,then they should
be placed before a smmmary court and revelve their due reward.

The regular or Blue police in Hungary did rot handle polltical
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cases, Any information which it had on political cases it had

to turn over to the AVH, !ut,sometimes the Blue police,especlally
in the provinces,ascted as agents of the AVH, In gensral,the Dlue
police were efficient in non~political cases. There might have
been corruption in the Hungaerian Blue police force,but only among
the top officers,

During the Hungarian revolution the Blue police force hesitated
and did not know what stard to take. When the policemen saw that
the revoltuion was spreading,and had hopes of succeeding,then
they joined the revolutionists. It is possible that some of the
policemen joined the insurrgents only seemingly. But,lt cannot

be denied that some of the leaders of the Hungariam Blue police
gave us much help in organizing the Hungarian militia. Biat, the
policemen were reluctant to take part in the arrest and cgpture
of AVH officers. Such work was done by the dikimXzkxmewakuiXaxmmxy
Hungerien militia under the command of the distriet revolutlonary
commenders,

During the revolution I did not see any Hungarian Blue policemen
fighting, But,I daw them on patrol duty with the members of the
newly formed Hungarian militia. They gave us arms ard equipment,

B, I think,in gereral,the Hungarian courts in non-political
cases were very strict in the lower courts,but comparitively
fair in the upper courts., The Hungarian courts,in gerersl,could
be termed just in non-nolitlcal cases to the extent it was
possible under the existing goverrment regulations and laws.

T do mot know much about the courts of the Horthy regime,but I

think that they were just. There wes no "class justice".The only
daéffererce between & poor and a rich person before the couvrt was
that the rich person was able to hire a better lawyer to assist

him.

The People'!s Courts were set up in 1945 and 1947. They tried the
so-called war criminals. The Communists considered the war
eriminels guilty. I zux@dar conslder only ,Er.&l &5!

and some of his assistance guilty,and only because ol the
persecution of the Jews during the war. But most of the sentences
passed by the People's Courts were mnot just.

Ce In my épinion,only a fraction of the Hungerian army took
part in the revolution. “ost of the army was confined to the
barrecks,and kept in hand by the political officers. Dut,there
werse some barracks which fought on our side to the last man,

T base my opinion on what I learned from the soldiers wi th whom
T was in contact during the revolution, Ffor example,the entire
ségnal corps. barracks in Budakeszl fought under the direct
cormand of Uncle Szabo,whom I have &l ready mentioned,

T did not notice any difference in the @Gonduct of the army
groups based on thelr geographical location or on the social
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origin or rank of the soldiers or officers,

I waa not surprised by the conduct of the army. Those soldiers
who were able to get out of their barracks fought very readily
with us. They were the seme kind of young people we were,with
the exception that they were in uniforms, Their aims and motives
were the same as ours,

I never served in the Hungarian army,so I cannot give you any
detells on army life.

D, There may be some truth in the view that the conduct of the
Russian army in X8 1848 was the cause of their umnpopularity in
Hungary. Bat,I think that this ia only a contributing cease,and
the primary reason for their umpopularity was the conduct of the
Soviet army in 194l and *45 when they inve .d Hungary.

I was only a child at that time,but,on the basis of what I heard
fromolder people,l feared the coming of the Russians very much.,
When they came irn they nlundered and looted the entire nelghbor-
hood and set our villa on fire, They did not rape the women in
our neighborhood,but I know of many cases where this occurred,

Viy opinion of the lussian army had not changed since 1945, I
think this aponlies to everyore 1In Hungary.

Neither I nor my relatives,nor friends had any contact with the
Russian occupation troops before the revolution, There were no
Russians in Budapest., We only knew that there are some 1in severd
places in Hungary.

Durirg the revolution my only contact with Russians was the
scene I discribed on Parliament Socuare, One of the students
telked with a Russian officer who was in command of one of the
terks. The student explained to this Russian that we were rnot
fascists,and we only wanted to be let dlone. He seemed to
sympathize with us,but told us he has his orders. and he must
obey them.

I have seen only one case where the Russians fought against the
AVO. This was also on Parlisment Square,when the) AVH started to
shoot at the crowd ard et the Russians from the neighboring
buildings. The iussiaens didn't know who was shooting at them,and
returned the fire.

. +4£
On enother occesgion I saw the Russians put em Hungerlan flag
on the building inwhich their hesdquarters were. This was the
Astoria Hotel where thefr headquarters were at this time.This
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was probably a trick to deceive the insurrgerts, I have heard
of cases where Russians wam put Hungarian flags and insignias
on their tarks to deceive the Freedom Fighters. But,there were
also Russians who went over to the Hungarians and fought with
them egainst the AVH and regular idussian troops, But,this I
know only from hearsay.

I do not know of any cagses of individual brutality by Soviet
soldiers toward Hungerians during the revolution,

B, The most typical bureasucrat whoYm I knew in Hungary was the

accountant in charge of production norms in our factory. He was
a man of 55 or 60,not a Party member, He was a good accountant,
but very slow. There was always delays in figuring out aux what
our wages were,

On one occaslon I had trouble with my division superintendent in
the factory. e scolded me in very strong and abusive words be-
cause the machinary which I inspected and had found faulty I sent
back to the shop for repairs and did not have the repeirs on the
spot. I was unable to say anything to him because he was a top
Communist and had considerable influence inside the factory.

There were some officisls who were wmore concerned with the wel}-
fare of the peonle thar witlistate interests, For example, there
was a superintendent in our 'factory who sometimes would order
good machines to be dismantled end repaired although they were
in perfect condition. This was only to give work to the wmen,who
otherwise would have been idle,., Very few of us knew about his
tactics,and we kept it a secret. There were many more of this
kind a person in our factory.

PuF, To a certain extent it was possible to circumvent govern-
ment regulations and rules. For exemple,in the factory we could
put white collar workers on the pay roll as laborers, In this
way they were able to get employment,and probably made more
than they would have otherwise,

There may have been cases of bribery in Hungery. We did not know
much about sueh things., I think that if en officisl had been
caught excepting a bribe,he would have been sentenced and imprisoned,

G, I am very grateful to providence to have had no contact with
the Hungerian secret pollice. But,I think they had talent and
were efficient from the Communist voint of view., But,they had
no intellirence.



29N
. 36/X11

The majority of the officers now in the Hungary army had only
eight grades of schooling,and attended special courses for
officers, I don't think thay knew much about military science.
I don't know what the situation was within the Hungerian
generesl staff.

I don't think t hat the Soviet =2rmy leadership in very intelligent,
but they may know more about military matters than the Hungarian
counterparts,

I do not know what the situetion was concerning talent and
intelligence among the public admimistration officials,

The top executives in industrial management were Party members
who were given their soft fjobs for their merits in Perpy work,
They did not know much about industrial or managerial problems,
They had to rely entirely on their chief accounfiants and
dpgineers,
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x111, THE ASSESSVENT OF FUTURE PROSPEETS FOR HUNGARY

A, It is very difficult to say what the immediate futurs of
Hungary will be in the next few years, Kedar wiill remain in
power,and the Communist terror will continue along the old
Stalinist 1lines, I don't think that the Communists will make
any concessions in the near future, The people at home will
resort to silent resistance. lelations between the Last and
the West will gradually improve,because neither party wants
war,

I hope that the Western world will be able to acheiwe,by
diplomatic means,the withdrawal of the Soviet Union from
Hungery,and free elections under international control.

Even a Poland type solution would be better than what is

now in Hungary, People at home are probebly very dissatisfied
with the West for its inactivity.

I think that the settlement of Hungary could be best acheived
by diplomatic means, I am rot in favor of a war between the
United States and the Soviet Union,because it may very wedl
mean the déstruction of the whole world., The people at home
probably favor such a war,but they do not realize the full
significance of an overall atomic war., On the other hand,I
think that war between the 7.S. and the Soviet is inevitabka,
B,.but,this may happen years from now,

I am somewhat skeptical about the efficiency of kkdiplomatic
negotiatioms with the Soviet Union concerning & settlement
of Buropean problems. I don't think that internal changes in
the Soviet Union ere very likely.

B During the past eight years at home,there was not much
hope of a political change in Hungary. The only think we
could hone for was an ix eventual possibility of an escape
to the West. “le thought that the regime would remain and

we would proceed toward the complete Communization of
Hungery. I don't think there was any change in this attitude
at any time during the past eight years.
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL,A1D ECOMNOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, & B. I think that in an independent Hungary it would be
advisable to maintain the industrlial development which the
Communist regime achieved. On the other hand,in the fubure
emphasis shouid be placed mostly on the light industry and
agriculture. Hungary should menufacture especially radios,
. television sets, tool machinary,industrial equipment, No
branches of production should be stépped which are already
operating in Hungary. |

If the Communist regime is overthrown,I think that the
national enterprises should continue under govermment
management, The kolkhozes and the govermment farms should
be disconthmied,and the land be divided among the landless
peasants in course of a largeschle land reform, The
agricultural eocuipment of the state farms end kolkhozes
should be sold.

I approve of the nationalization of industries and trans-
portation facilities. This insures better management ard
‘better phanning. There 1s no overlap, At home,probably,
many people would disagree with me. I approve of nation-
alization both in heavy and light industries,

I think that the goverrment should effer advice ard aid to

fermers,but should not prescribe what the farmers should

grow, A certain amount of plenning is esential in agri-

culture,but farmers should be convinced that what thegovern-
- ment advises them to do 1s to their benifit. Compulsory

surrendering of agriculturel products by the farmers should

be abolished. The mechenization sxzmkad of agricuture started
- by the Communists should be continued.

I don't think the govermment should set a limit to agriculture
property which one person or a family can own. Everyone should
scquire and farm as much land as he can, But,if the person
neglects his apgricultural property and does not ferm it all,
thenthe govermment should have the right to take over,or to
lease,this property to someone who will farm it approplately.

If I were to choose between freedom and a dictatorship I
would choose freedom &ven if the goverrment was unable to
insure a fair standard of living or employment to everyone.
Life under s dictatorship can never be good even 1f the

. regime insures a falr standard of living.
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In an independent Hungary I would be in favor of outlawing

the Commundst Party. ere is no rneed for such a perty. They
would probably again attempt to take over and sell the country
to “oscow, :

I would not favor outlawing the Communist sympathizers or the
so-celled Fellow Travélors organizations unless thelr activit§es
ere dangerous to state securlty.

C. The ideal political situation for Hungary would be a neutrality
1ike ’fustia's. This would insure the best 1life for evergone in
the country, I would want only cultural relations with the Soviet
Union, but no econdmic or military reletions, "Military relatlons
are out of the question,beceuse of Hungery's neutrality.ieconomic
relations are not advisable because a Soviet economy is at a
very low level, I would want only ecoromic a2nd cultural reletions
with the other Lastern sSuropean countries. With the Western
Euronean countries srd with the United States I would want
frierdly relations,politicelly,economically and culturally.

But,I would not want arny military relatlons or slliances with
these countries becesuse it would be best to have Illunrery remeln
strictly neutral.

I have never heard of a plan for a federation of Danubian states.
T am not. in favor of such a federation. It may be possible to
form such a federation,If such a federation is formed I would be
willing to be in it only tomgother with Austria,but not with the
other Danubian countries, I don't thinkthat bhe people et home
know much about £k plans of this kind,or have ever thought ebout
these possibilities.

acceptable
I find the present boundaries of Hungary . esceptabla,but I am
worried about the fate of the Hungerien minorities in neigh-
boring countries, They should be resettled in Hungary. Other-
wise this entire problem is of no considerable importance to

me.
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XV.THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A.Before the Hungarian revdlution I heard nothing at all about
Krusehev's secret speech,nor about Senator MeCarthy and his
UnAmerican Activities Committée,nor about Peron. I do not know
who Peron 1s.

T knew nothing about the private 1ife of Rokosi,

B. Beofre and during the war my father subscribed to the "Pesti
Hirlap",the"Nemseti Sport",and also to the Hungarien newspaper
gublished in German the "Pester Lloyd",and for the magezine

signal”.This was also Germen. My father read much, He had a
1ibrary of his own of over 1500 volumes. He had not only
Hungarian books,but also German and French as well, I think he
was sstisfied with what he was able to read,because he could
get anything which interested him at that time,

After the war we subscribed to the "Magyar Nemzeb",the "Szabad
1f juseg",the "Sport Ujseg". We did rot subseribe to any maga-
zines. We read the rewspspers in great detall,but did not put

any trust in them. I never hed any confidence in them at all.
T had the least trust in what they had to say about foreign
events and the international political situation, Perhaps the
only things one could accept were some of the production date
published in the papers. However, reading the papers was use-
ful,because one could sometimes read between the lines,

We did not read apy publications from the Soviet Union or from
other satellite countries,including Yugoslavla. Such publicatlonsy
with the exception of the Yugoslab papers and magazines, were
avallable in Budapest.

Some Western publications were avallable in Hungary. For eXample,
T was eble to purchase,quite froquently,copies of the Austrian
"Der Abend". I also saw several Lnglish neNSpaparsiI think the
"Daily VWorker",and perhsps sometimes the iew York "Herald Erkmus
Tribune". Such Western publications were extremely hard to get.
Yot all nowsstands carried them. I bought "Der Abend" at a news-
stand that was near the first class hotels where many forelgners

stayed.

I do mnot know anything about the Zm illegal publications from
the West., I only read a few illegal leaflets.(NOTE:see XIX)

The only"illegal"#puklidatishs!l publications in Hungerian which
I read in Hungary were the books placed on index, My father had
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many such books in his bibrary. He did not make any special
atterpt to conceal them, e would lend such books to his
immediate friends ard close relatives.

When the books were pladed on index,they were confiscated
from bookstores and from the libraries., -ome of the people
who had such books in their possession surrendered them,but
most of them kept their books,

C. I eften got news by word of mouth. This was especially
infoomation about foreign radio broadcasts in Hungarien, I
would get such news from friends ard relatives, This was
always less reliable than the news one heard oreself over the
radio, People whom I krew better and knew to be rdliable for
their 3ccuraoy in retellirg news they have heard were more
trusted.

I,to0,passed on rews which I heard over the radio to my frierds

and relatives. This was not B#one regularly,but only when the

radio announced some news of special importarce or interest.

Naturally,we did not talk ebout such things in public place,in

g:rggt cars @® nor busses,e always took csre not to be over-
ard,

F, I went to the cirema gbout twice a month,ard to the theatre
about orce & month, I preferred light enterteimmert to serious
films ard plays, 'ost of the films that I saw were Frerch or
Italien. I sew some iussian ard satellite films.Some were good
and some were bad,

I was not interestod in any films which dealt with the role of
the Russians in World War II,iussien heroism and victory,Western
rilﬂgnon lestern espionage,films dealing with the 1life in tha
kolkhozes,

In plays I preferred light Hungarian opersttas.

The two films I liked most were an Italian film "Count of Monte
Cristo",and a French fildm "Before the Deluge." In these films
I fourd not only the subjects interesting,but also enjoyed the
drematic performarces of the actors,ard the excellent way in
which the films were directed,

The two plays I enjoyed most were Shdakespeards "Hamlet",and
"™e Chardash Queen" by Imre Kalman,
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. T thirk that a charge within the Soviet Union is lmpossible.
The masses 1living within the Soviet emptre are isolated from
one anbbher and from the outside world, If one or two cities or
even twenty citles revolt,there is still the rest of the Soviet
Union to subdue them. Several decades of Communist rule made
them consider the present corditions as natural., They are
"plinded by their own misery.," I think that neither gradual
1iberation nor revolution sre very likely to cause a political
change within ussiaA.

If free elections were to be held in Russia,the present Communist
govermmert would collaspse and in its place a new national
Communist govermmant would erise.

old

The present top leaders of the Soviet Unlon are/xxx the Communists
who helped Stalin to create his empire, or who were educated and
made courriers under Stalin., Their primary purpose is to spread
Communism and to strenghten it ewerywhere. In this way they are
able to pzixmiakxkhaiwxawn make their own positions more secure.
As individuals they ere smbitious,perheps jealous of each others
puwer ,their primery motives are material.

leeders of the

There 13 only a geographicel differerce between the/Soviet and
the Hungarien Communist Party.

B. I think thet of the countries mertioned Rumania ard Poland
are the most popular in Hungary. iumaria is popillar because 80
many Hungarians ere living in the country. Poland is popular
because of the historic Hungarian-Polish friendship,ard because
of the recert revoluthénary events in that country.

The least popular are Czechoslavkia,and Dulgaria.Czechoslavekia
is umpopular becasuse of its corduct towerd the Hurgerian minority
in that country. DBulgeria is umpopular becesuse it sympathizes

too much with Communisy,

I have had no contact at all with these countries.

If free olections were to be held in these satellite countries
I think that lumenie ard Poland would overthrow Communism.
Czechoslavekia end Bulgaria would not. Czechoslavakia would
remain Communist beceuse it has a high standard of living under
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Communism at present, Bulgaria haes always been sympathizing
with Russian and Communism. I do not krmww what the situation
is in Lastern Germany,but I think that Comminism would be
overthrown there also,

The hirhest standard of living is probably in Hungary,and after
that,in Castern Germany. The standard of living 1s lowest in
Rumania and probably,Bulgaria.

C. I thirnk that the Gomulka govermment in Poland is not a puppet
govermment depending entirely on Moscow. I think that the present

policy of the Goilmlka govermment in Poland represents a consideraliwe

change from what conditions in Poland were before,.Gomulka strives
to direct his country without interference Razm from the .lussians.
I approve of his policy of gradualism,

The future outlhok for Poland is good. Gomulka is trylng to
syrenghten his relations with the Vest. Gradually he is turning
ageinst Moscow, I think he will rema/in in power. My views on
Poland have not charged since the revolutior.

Tivents in Poland had a considerable effect on the revolution

in Hungary. People in Hungary lrnew about the Poznan riots. The
Hungerian revolution itself started with sympathy demonstrations
for the Polish students., But after the outbreak of the revolution
g¢n Hungary,further events in Poland did 1ot have any effect on the
course of the revolution itself.

I have rot heard that the Communist goveriment in Polard head
grarted more freedom of ezpression a full year before Gomulka's
rise to power. People in Hungary knaw about the Poznan trials,
but not sbout anything which hanpened before that. We heard
gbout the Poznan trials én the Hungarian precs radio,and also
from foreign broadcasts,

I don't think I would have preferred the Hungarien revelution
to teke the course which the Polish revolutlion took. Poland
achédved practically nothing at all, Poland only wanted a
netional Communism, We,on the other hand,wanted to be free of
Communism erd live as an independent country.

D, Tto's Communism isn't lational Communism. This is somethhng
new, Tito's policy is 1lile the weather vane. He always turns in
the direction from which the wird is blowirg., I thirk that Tito
is a wery good statemman from the Yugoslav polrt of view. But,
he had no character.

Tito's relations with the Soviet Union are always changing. Ove
vear he is on good terms with the Soviet,the next he 1s not.
e attitude which “oscow takes toward Tito also irfluences the
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conduct of the other satellite countries toward Tito.

Tito's relations with t he West always deperd on the extent
of lWestern aid he receives., His present relations with
Moscow are somewhat confused. In prineciple,he is on good
terms with Moscow,but,at the same time, he permlits
Hungarian refugees to go West from Yugoslavia., If he were
on the side of Western powers,he would not be on good terms
with "oscow,

I dor't think that Titoimm is very popular in the satelllte
countries, Rijk and are not Titoists., They are

the same kind of Communists as the others,only they became
the victims of the struggle for power within their respective
FEUREHEIEEY Commnist Partyes.

I don't think that Tito is very popular in Yugoslavia, He
keeps himself in power with the aid of a strong police force.
I formed my opinions on the basis of my experiences in Yugo-
slevia. I wes there for a two week vacation in the summer of
1956, It was my dpinion that living corditions are worse ir
Yugoslavia than they were is Hungary. Wages are lower,there
is infletion, On the other hand,there is a surplus of goods
in the stores with nobody able to buy.

E. I do rot know when the Communists came into power in China,
but it is certian that their rise to power has strerghtened
world Comrmunism to a great deg®ee,

Communist China is probably more indépendent than the other
sptellites because of its size ard large population.loscow
canrot achieve world Communism without the aid of the
Chinese Communist.

T do not know what the political relations are between Indla
and England, I know htat they are cooperating cdosely in
commerce and finence. VNehru,himself,is a puzzle to me.I thirk
that he seeks too much the favors of the Communists.

France end Briton invaded Egypt because Egyt nationalized the
Suez Canal,ousting the BritishyFrench Suez Canal company. The
French and English wanted to protect their fimancial interests
in the canal,

I think “gypt had no right to natlonalize the Suez Canel,be-
csuse she was under international obligetion to allow the
Suez Canal Company to operate the canal.
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Palestine wes forced to invade Egypt because Egypt was causing
a lot of trouble along the Palestine-Egyptian frontier,

I think events in Egypt helped to deter public opinion and
attention from Hungary. llestern Europe considered the fate of
the Suez Canal more important than the fate of Hungary,

F, I thirnk that the standard of living in Western Germany is
very high, There is a labor shortage and wages are high,

I don't thirnk that Germeny will cause a third world war. She
i{s busy now trying to unite LCastern and Western Germany.

I approve of the German rearmsment. At least there will be one
strong army in Europe.

I thirk that the German army is rot as strong as the British
army,but it 1s stronger than the French army.,

I thirk thab the length of campulsory military service in the
Western German ermy 1s probably two years.

I think everyone in Hungery agrees that,as occupation troops,
the Russians are,by far,less nopular than the Germans had been.
I think that the German army was much better disciplined axd
than the Russian army, This refers to both officers and men.

G. I do not know much about the British lLabor Party,and I do
not know~§ﬂ§£&»political program.I think thaet 1t 1s opposed

to Communism,

From the point of view of a higher standard of living,the
countries 1isted rank as follows: Great Briton,Western Germany,
Greece,Egypt,Soviet Union,and Italy.

H, On my arrival in the United States what struck me most was
the comparitively hich wages,and low prices,and the lerge
mmber of orabately owned eutomobiles. ThaxpuXizyxufxiha

The policy of the United States govermment should be to force
Russia to abendon the satellite countries and especially
Hungary. In genersl,l am mk® satisfied with the foreign policy
of the United Btates govermment., I don't think that the United
States govermment should give loans to satellite countries
other than Poland,because Poland seems to want to become
irdependent. I thirk the United States govermment should use
all dipddmetic means available to force the Soviet governrent
to withdraw its troops from Hungary and the other satellite
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countries, "hen,United Nation troops should be sent to main-
tain order and insure free elections, I don't think the United
States govermment should recognise the Kadar regime,and should
discontimue commercial relations with the present Hungarlan
govermment,and should not give the present Hungarien govermment
a loan., But,dipdomatic relations with the present Hungary should
rEmpXxxxxi mainteined. My opinion on these questions has not
changed since my departure from Hungary.

The people in Hurgary would like to see more Western visitors,
especially tourists. This would give them an opportunity to

talk with people from the West and find out more about life in
the West., These visitors should be warned to speak with the
simple people,and not with the stooges ¥he Communists want these
tourists to associate with.

I think that people in Hungary would like to have Western
mix publications very much,but it is cuestionable whether the
Hungarian post-office would deliver them,em not., If the
Hungarians refused to admit such publications,then,these
publications should be sent by balloons,as the leaflets have
been sent.

I think it would be a good idea to have recent Hungarian refugees
participate in such sativities as informi prospective visitors

to Hungary,and serding publications home, e recent refugees are
the ones who know the situation at home probhbly the best,and the
people at home would also feel that the fefugees are not inactive,

I think that in the lons run America would also have profited by
the “arshall Plan, lo state ever does anything it does not gain
kyx from, The purpose of the larshall Plan was to assist those
govermments in Hurope which had firancikid and economic troubles,
I was very young at that time,but this is my impression &f the
“arshall Plan, America would have had both materisl and moral
benefits from the Yarshall Plan, The countries which received

the Marshall loans would have repaid these loans with Iinterest,
and there was also the moral benefit of having assisted countriles
which were in great fimmzkx fimancial difficulties.

I do not exactly remember how the Korean War started,therefore
I am unable to tell you why America participapted in this war,
I only remember the outcome of this war,

J. Ty opinion of the United liations is the worst possible. Iam
unable to concelve why the officials at the United "“atlons are
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peid,because all they do is talk.

In the Autumn of 1956 the United Nations should have ordered
en immediate cease-fire in Hungary,and compelled the Bussian
troops to withdraw from the country.Then they should have
supervised the first free elections in Hungary., I do not think
there is any chance of effective United Nations action for
Hungary in the near future.
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES

A. I think that the greatest living Hungarian is Professor

Gyula Germanus, He speaks thirteen languages,he 1s an explorer

and scientist who-kmows-much sbout Asia and Africa, He is the

only whrtbe-permon-the-irebie European person teaching Arablan
at the University of Cairo.

B, My opinion of Imre Nagy is good despite the fact that he
was the one who asked the idussians to come into the country.
T don't think that he is a Communist by comnviction., lle may be
a Party member,but not a real Communist. He helped Hungary
take the first steps toward freedom,

I have very high regard for Cardinal Mindzenty,but I do not
like to see priets mixed up in politics. lNevertheless,it must
be a@mitted that Cardinral Mindsenty is a true Hungarian who
is striving to create af free and independent MHungary. He has
great moral characte@.

My opinion of Rajk is that ore dog blt the other, Rajk is just
ux the seme kind of Communsit as Rakosi,only he hed bad luck.

It 1s better not to spesk of Erno Gero at all, He is not a
human being,and he had no cheracter, Haxizxgxmaraxnaashplass
RupxMazzangxxx He is merely a mouthpiédce for lMoscow.

T thirk that Kader is an insene sgdist whose mind and judgement
have been effected by his experlence in préson, I doubt very
much that he 1s a sane,normal human being.

I heve a very good opinion of President Eisenhower.He is a good
statesman,who is directing the course of American forelgn policy
very prudently. However,he should have been more determined when
the Hungerian question came up. He now wants bd compensate the
inactivity of the American govermment at the time of the outbeeak
of the Hungarian revolutlion by giving far reaching financial and
moral assistance to the fefugees. Otherwise,he's a very good
politician and an excellent soldier,

Secretary-General Hammarskjold talks too much ard is flying here
and there too much. He should have acted instead.

State Secretary Dulles is an able and capable assistant to
President liserhower in his forei~n policy.
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Ex-Prime Minister Lden is a very capable statesman,but he
committed a great error in judgement when he declded to
invade Egypt.

T do not know much about President Truman,but my impression
1s that he was in favor of reaching an agreement with the
Soviet Union at any price.

My opinion of these persons has BEBXZEXXY) not undergone any basic
change xizxm since my departure from Hungary.

Mikoyan is a strong Stalinist within the politburesu who had
decisive word on the policy of the Soviet Communist Party.

Nehru is like a Sun-flower. He alway turns in the direction
from where he can get something for rothing.

Gensealissimo Chiang kei Chek is a strong military leader
who mage it a profession ak to wage war.

Ex-Prime Vimbster Ferenc lagy is one of the persons who does
not want to be an apostle in his own country., After leaving

gamnkxy Hungary in his comfortable limosine,he is now tryling
to explain to everyone what a good politician he was at home,

Iwas too young to know much about President Roosevelt,therefore
I have been unsble to form aff a definite opinion.

Chancellor Aderhauer 1s a verycapable statesman,but I carmot
understand why he wants to reach an agreement with the Soviet
Union, Such an agreement would only be to hls detriment,

was

From the point of viéw of Communism,Stalin/i&x a great politiclan
and a great military leader, His name will not be forgotten in

history.

Melenkov is an ambitious member of the Soviet politburo,But,he
plays an insignifieant role,both in Russian and world history.

Generalissimo Franco was a personal friend of the Fuehrer,there-
fore I do not like him, ~ut,his system at home is still much
better than Communism,

Bevin 1s one of the lesders of the British Labor Party. I do
not know anything more about him.

Kruschev is an enterprising Communist leader who wants to be
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on good terms with all countries,but in such a way as to
profit by it. He likes to drink very much.

Mam Maletov belongs to the older generation &m of Russian

top Communists. He has brains,and he is a cénvinced Communist.
He is a good diplomat,

I do not know who Ollenauer 1is,

Churchill is a great statesman who zmxktxmkkamsd contributed very
much to the victory of the Allies in World War II.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD ERILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES,

A, The people who left Hungary after and during the revolution
can generally be divided into two groups. The first group has
the people who took pert in thefighting who were soiddiers and
afraid of returning to their units,or people who were persecuted
under the past reﬁime. In the second group are those so-called
"Freedom Fighters” from Dob Street" who,on October 28,were
elready in Vienna. Nothing would have befallen them had they
remained,They left the country either for adventure,or because
of the economic corditions at home. llany of them thought that

it was possible to sweep dollars here in the streets,

A great majority of the refugees came Rarxm from Ludgpest and
the Trans-Danubian part of Hungary. The average age of the

refugees is somewhere between 17 and 30. I think the majority
of the refugees zx»m come from places where there was filerce
fighting., ost of the refugees Baw belong to the intelligentsia.
There are very many industrisl workers,and few peasants.

The people who remsined at home were either Communists or people

who were afraid to risk the journey to the border and across to
Austia. ‘‘any people were urmwilling to leave their meagre possessions
at home, This applies first of all to the Hungarian peasants.
Also,there were ¥mx many people who deemed it their duty to remain
in Hungary and to contimue their fight against the Communists,

and Russians,

I have a wery good opinion of the peole who remained at home,
withthe exception of the Commnlsts,

I do not know of anyone who had an epportunity to leame Hungary,
but preferred to remain,

The majority of the people at home are happy to know that the
people who left the country are row safe and living under
conditions which are much better than at home,

If everyons were allowed to leave thecountry,I think about 50/
of the people who are still in Hungary would leave,Those who
stayed would either be Communists,or persons who are a% of
aflvanced age or who have some possession,especlally real-estate.

B, In Hungary I did not know anything about political orgarizations
or politicians in exile,z® nor what they have attempted or

acheived for Hungary. Since my departure from Hungary,I have had
contact only with the newly organized assoelation of Freedom
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X% Fighters headed by General Bela Kiraly. I also belong to this
organization and sometimes help to work in the offlice,

I have heard only sbout the Hungaryian National Council heeaded by
Bela Varga. I have also heard sbout the Hungarian-American
Federation, I did not know =gk anything about the exisbance of
these organizations at home. I heard about them only here, I know
that bhe Hungarian-American Federation is aiding the newly arrived
refugees,

We have already discussed Feranc Nagy.

Tibor Eekhardt is a ight-Wing politisian who sympathises with
no political party. He has been in the United Ztates since the
outbreak of World War YI. I do not know what right he has to
speak as if he were to be the next Prime HMinister of an
independent Hungary.

I have a good opinion of Imre Kevacs,but I have heard of him and
met him only here in the Unlted States.

I have hesrd of Istvan Bararkovics at home., He hes one of the
leaders of the opposition partjes in 1948.

Otto of Hapsburg is probably the only person who believes that
he will sometime occupy the Hungarian throne,

Admiral Horthy was a good Hungarian, He was also a good politician
and statesman, He was mistaken in enterlirg the war on the side of
the Germans. When he realised this,it was too late to get out of
the war,

I don't think that the Hungerian politicians in exile,and the
exile organizaetions have done very much for Hungary. &hey should
hse have tried to help the people in Hungery,both economically
and politically. I did not think about them at all during the
revolution,

C. I have heard of several people who left Hungary after 1945
and later returned, The majority of them hhd been arrested.l
think they were mostly members of the intelligentsle who were
unable to find sultable work in the West.

I thirk that the Communist redefection campaign served only
political propagarda purposes. ‘hey wanted to show the people
at home that 1ife in the West is rot so good 1f people are
returnipgg. They wanted to show the people 1s the West that
life was good in Hungary,
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D, I think that people at home would like to know how the
refugees are faring in their new homelands. They should also
be told that the Hungarians who left the country after the
revolution have not forgotten the people at home, They should
be told that we will do everything to help them.

I think thet my immediate duty is to fird a job and to make a
1iving. I should help spread propaganda,and keep the American
interest 1n Hungary alive.

I do not want to join any orgarization other than the Feder-
ation of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters,which I have already
joined, I thirnk that only those rewly arrived refugees should
join the Federation who have taken an active part in the
revolution, The purpose of this organization should be to
unite 211 the rewly aerrived Hungarians, I do rot want any 88
of the older Hungarian exiles to take part in the activities
of this orgahization.

Before 1948 I sympathised mostly with the Hungarian Small-
Holders Party., I think that the program of this party was
generally reslistic. I do not know anything about the
political parties in exile.

We knew sbout the revival of the Hungarian political parties
during the revolution, I was very gled bo hear that the
Hungerian's Small-Holders Party had begun to organize 1ts
members. I thirk that this was the only party which was able
to fupction at all during the revolution. The other parties
were only in the process of belng formed., I approved of the
activities of the politicel parties during the revolution,

I do not think it would have beenadvisable for any politicians
in exile to return to Hungary during the revolutlon and partic-
ipate in the revivel of the political parties.

E. T want to return to Hungary for good once Communism is over-
thrown, and Hungary becomes independent., Until then,I want my
children,if I have eny,to study Hungerian here in the United
States,
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XIX., AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AlD LEAFLETS.
|
|
|

A, While I was in Hungary I listened regularly to the Hungarlan
breadcasts of Radio Free Lurope,the Voice of America,the British
Broadcasting Corp.,and the Paris Radio. I preferred the Hungarian
broadcasts of the B.B.C. All programs were jammed but 1t was
possible to receive the programs of iledlo Free Lturope with compara-
tiveYyf ease. The reeson for this was that Radio Free Europe broad-
casred 1ts progrems on several wave lengths simultaneously. I
listened only to the broadcasts in Hungerian, I listened to these
programs regularly,et least three or four times a week,usually in
the evening or late at night. I usually told my friends if there
was arything interesting on the foreign radio broadcasts. I did
not tell them refulerly about theyl/ broadcasbs.

We listened tothe foreign radio broadcasts at home on our own
radio set. Usually only the femily %Xk was present. We lived in
a villa with no neighbors.nearby,and therefore,no speclal pre-
catitions were necessary., Sometimes,when I was unable to listen
to the redio broadecssts,I would be informed by my parents or by
some friend or amgaintance.

It was very risky to listen to the Hungerian radio broadcasts #x
%x of the foreign radios or to talk about such broadcasts. Some-
times this meant a sertence of one or two years., I don't think
there was any change in the severity with which the Communists
treated persons who were caufht listening to foreign radlo
broadcasts, But,in my opinion,this did not deter people Rumm
from listening to such broadcasts.

I thirk that the Hungarian progrems of the B.B.C. were the
most reliable, The London radio usually gave you the plain
facts without much mmmmxkxzy commentary. The other radio
stations were inclined to exaggerate in their comments.

I was able to form my opinion on the exactness and reliability
of the news service of the various radio stations by comparing
them with domestic programs and press,

These proadcasts of home were very interesting to the people.
The people were able to learn of events which tock place not
only outside of Hungary,but also within Hungary which other-
wise were not published in the Hungarian newspapers, On the
other hand,some of the radio statiors,especially itadio Iree
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Lurope,were inclined to m incite the people withstrong anti-
Communist propagenda,

I do not know wether Radio Free Rurope helped the Hungarian
revolution or not,but it is true that it kept promising ald
day and night.

I think that Radio Free Zurope should,nevertheless,continue
its broadcasts,because of its information service. Radio
Free Lurope should continue to broadcasts its newsservice,
1ts music program,its review of foreign newspapers,and ite
progrmam on 1ife in America, The people at home would
especially be interested in how the new Hungarian refugees
are faring here in lmerica,and in other Western European
countries,

B,I have never heard about the initilals xR N.E.M. before.

I do not know anything about the Twelve Demands, I only

know of the demards of the various university stuident Broups

in Dudapest. “ut I thirk they had fourteen and sixteen demards/
listed,not twelve,

¢. I found some Free Furope leaflets in the hills in Buda in
October last year, On anthkr occasion,about 18 months ago,l
found similar leaflets in the same area. The last leaflets
which I flound gave an scoount of the Poznan insurrectlon and
trials. Another leaflet described in detail how some Hungarians
tobbed the Budapest Szombathely Airliner and landed safely in
Austria. This was in September last year, We were out playing
football near the golf course 1n }HE g!!pa.' hills, We saw
these leaflets falling from the alr, ey were folding in such
a way as to have a pointed end. They were dropping end first,
WE reed these leaflets and passed them on to friends,

We heard in Hingqry that such leaflets were frequently being
dropped in thé Trans-Damubian districts near the border. I
heard this from frierds who living in that area,

It was dangerous to pick up such leaflets and to p=ss them
on or to keep them, If a person was caught doing this,he
was 1liasble to get a sentence of up to two years, I don't
think this deterred people from picking up such lLeaflets,or
from passing them on., I know Ixdaxxak of no changes in this
respect during the last ten years.

T think that such leaflets are useful bocause they serve to
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spread information among the people. This is informatlon of
a kind which is not svdilble from Hungarian sources and not
everyone has a radio and so cannot listen %o foreign radio

broadcasts.

I do noﬂ‘xgw;nw special effect that these leadlets may have
had in Hﬁngary before the revolution, I do not know of any
suck leaflets,during the revolution proper,being dropped.

‘I think the Free Europe Committee should contimie to drop

such lea flets in to Hungery because t hey serve to spread
information,

These leaflets should contain counter-propaganda.

D, I think that the motives of the various broadcasting
groups are identical. They wanted to sppead counter-
Communist propaganda,and to create psychological opposition
to Cormunism behind the iron-curtain, I do not know of any
differences in motives of the various groups.
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XX.

A,The most important things children should be taught =2t
home are love and respect,order,diszdpline,and an interest
in their zmk studies. Iikxizxiazax

It 1s necessary to kkm teach children disciplire,but I am
opposed to physical punishment as a means of disciplinéng
zh%dXx children, Children should be punished by scolding or
by bamning them from forms of the favorite recreation or
armsement, I thirnk from the point of view of discipline,
both boys and girls should be treated alike, As children
grow older,this treatment should charge. If thelr physical
and mentel development warrents this,the parents should
ease up on the discipline of the children.

I was fifteen years old when my father caught me smoking a
forbidden cigarette. He scolded me and compelled me to smoke
a whole cigarette in his presence. He also forbid me to take
part in any sport sctivities for one month. This was probably
the most severe punishment he could have imposed on me. My
parents never favored corporal punishment for children. I may
have received one or t wo slaps when I was young,but I hardly
remember any instance in which I was punished physically by
my parents.

Children six years old or older are usually punished by ore
of the parents,by grandparents,or by any close relative who
1ives in the family or see them often, I don't think that
the punishment of such children depends on the sex or age.
I do not know of any differences in this reppect accordlng
to social classes, I have notlced no change in this respect
in the last ten years.

Physical punishment in Hungary is usually abardoned at the
age of sixteen for boys and twelve for giris, Punishment

in genegral 1s abandoned for both boys and girls usuelly ab
the age of severteen, 1 don't think there 1s any variation
according to social class. I don't think that Communism hes
brought any change in the frequency in parental punishment,
It may have effected the kind of punishment because physical
punishment had been banned at schools, But,I do mot think 1%
had any effect on parents, I don't thirk thet Communism
effected the age at which punishment was abardoned.

Under Communism physical punishment had been banned in schools,
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but I don't think that it ceased completely. Some of the
educators who had already been teaching under the previous
regime,still resorted,sometimes,to physical punishment of
children.despite the fact that it was banned.

Imstead of physicla punishment the Communist introduced
the following forms of punishment: compleint sent to the
parents of the child not more than three times,official
reprémand by the class instructor not more Than three
times,reprimand by the director of the school once,
reprimand by the school inspector dnce,ard expulsion from
the school., The expulsion from the school can be expulsion
from the school concerred,or expulsion from all schools.

The characteristics which I value most in a friend are

intelligence,character,and identicel views on all important
matters.

THE END




