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Interviewer first asked faspondent to tell somethihg about his
life: _ _ ;

"Iy father was Chief Iﬁspector in the central offices

of MAV, the llungarian State Railways. lie is still alive,
he is 78 now and is living in Budapest. lly mother died
in 1918 when I was 1 year old. ﬂy gducation was en-
trusted to one of ny aunts, a very:balanced person. Iy

futher wes very nice to me, but I would say that it was

my waunt who raised me. My family comes from Upper Hungary,
what is Slovakia today, :nd we are Lutherans. After my ma-
tura in 1935 I studied for two years at the Oriental
Acadenmy in Judepest. Then I enrolled at tﬁe University

of Lcononmics in Budapest, but I did not finish it, I

an not the scholarly type. I am rather a practical nan,

I was interested in business. My chances in the field

of Wusiness were enhanced by the anti~Semitic trend in
Hungary towards the end of the '30s., I first entered

the Budapest offices of the IG Farbenindustrie. For a
while I worked also in the Derlin office of the concern.
The so-called aryanisation of Ilungurian economic life
gave me a breack. I was only 23 years old when I managed
to become an independent businessman, Vith a Jewish
friend of mine, who was much older than I, a2bout 40,

his name is Istvan Wittenberg, I started a retail

store in paperware and photo naterials,im 1940,
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It was a typicals3tcolunan” businessp_l did not Xnow nuch
about business at that time dnd I had only a little
saving. Xy Jewish partner, on the other hand, had money
end also the business know-How. Anotﬂer partrer was
- Laszlo Sebestyen. He did not contribute capitzl to our
bhusiress, but as director of fhe first Hungarian paper

‘concern he had great experience. We did very weq1 during

the war years until the German occupation of Hungary in
March 1944, iy Jewish partner Wittenberg was arr:sted
by the German Nazis, butauitimately he succeeded in
sufviving the Nazi occupation. .sfter lach 1944 I had
liquidated my business. ]f:n 1940 I entered the militairy
service. I scrved in the Air Force and left the service
in 1942 as an officer iﬁ the reserves. I was exenpted
from iurther service on account of a knee injury. In
1943 1 was married. Ve had a little boy who died durin:
thgwar. I was strongly anti-Jazi and anti-German. Ly
friends were leftist intellectuals. I lized to mingle
with writers and newsnaper men and- these contacts had

a marked influence on me., Ih 1943 I became a secret
member of the Social Democratic Party in HNungary. Iy
leftist interests were enhanced in particular by one of
my early [riends, Dr. Janos Wolff. He was a genius. lle
spoke grezt many languages. .o g them Russian. And in
1940/41, when the 3oviets had diplomatic relations with
Hungary and maintained a legation in Budapest, I went

with my friend Wolff several times to the Soviet legation.
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My friend Vol®f was interested in Russian books and he
received them in great guantity from the Soviet legation.
Out of curiosity rather than political interest, I got
interested in the Soviet Union at thut time. Altho, no
goubt, my strong anti-Jazi. and anti-German feélinga

had much to do with my leftist orientation,; I considered
the leftist ideology fér supefior to the prq;ﬂazi and
-pro-German current, then prevalent in Hungary. After

the German occupation of Ilungary in 1944 I did much to
help my Jewish friends and acqu:intances. Hy pro-

Soviet sympathies were especially strong during that
pericd. I exbécted Hungzary to te libera§§€7 Hazd

by the Soviets. like most of my friends, ineluding
experienced businessmen, who Xnew more about politics
than I did, we all trusted the ©oviet Union..wé did
.not anticipate a Soviet sphere of influence in Central
Burope. We envisaged even the continuation of the
cépitalist econonic system after Soviet liberation. ¥e
thought the Soviets will wishdraw from Hungary after
Germany's defeat and there will be no interference
with llunzarian independenc:. The reasons for these
optimistic views were easy to understand. ..fter all,
this was a war against Gerrany and the Soviet Union .
was an ally in the war agaiist Germany. Also, I trusted
in the Soviet Allies becaus: of my trust in dmerican
policy. Since the United Stetes were an ally of Soviet
Russia, I thought everythinz will so alrizht afteiﬁhe

War.
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Of coursc I realize now that-ﬁe_knew little of the
Soviets. Jow, to zZo back to mi life's storys: Following

the German occuvation of Hungiry in 1944, as I have said,
I liquidated my business and was libing on m@%aviugs which
were considerable. Iy inventory was substantial, was how-
ever destroyed during the English-American air raids in
June and July. The house wher:z I had stored the inventory
was completely demolished. On October 7th, 1944, I was
called up for military service., I was stationed around

Geza
Gyor in Szany. One of my friencs there, Lieutenant fewmm

Ilorvath, lLad aéked ne to go with him to %;:::g in
Eastern Hungsary, where he had leit his son. Ile was con-
cerned for him, because of the £pp-oaching lussians. T
did not like the idea, but finally sent with him. We
took a car. I had with me my own fo-'tune and also the
fortune of ny friend Vittenberg, mostly in gold. We went
to Budapest first. I saw ny wife tli2re. Yhen weé continued
our trip Zastwards. Afithat time the front was rather
fluid and we did not know exactly viere the Hussians
were. we proceeded in the direction »f Fuzesgyérﬂat, in-
quiring the village people about the position of the
iussians..They said we can safely pro:eed, and so we did,
But just beforé uzesgyarmat we ran in5o the Russians. I
pulled out my cargd ideantifying me as ¢ nember of the
Social Democratic Party and tried to e:jlain in broken
Russian that I'm & friend, altho I am i1 the uniform of
the Hungarian Air rorce. I argued in vair and both, my

friend llorvath and nyself, were taken pr soners.
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They took us first to Arad in iJumania. Then farther
kast to Brasso into a prison Eamp. Later 1 was taken
to Focsanl. In the meantime I succeeded to get civilian
reasons, too but also
clothes, for x» other xnoenex because the Russians took
away my overcoat and jacket. I was only in shirt and I
was freezing. I should mention also, that the Russians
took &away all the fortune I was carrying in the car,
when we fell into their hends. In the Foesani Camp I
had a very unpleasant ineicant. In the camp there were
many Jewish forced laborers from the Bori mines in
Yu;soslavia. They werc prisoﬁérs too. It mattered little |
to the Russians that these Jews were persecuted by the
Nazis. One of the Jewish prisoners, eager %o please the
Russians, reveded my identity, disclosing that I am a
Hungarian pilot officer. His motivation was no doubt
revenge and hatred against the Ckristian llungarians.
Thereunon I was swmmoned before tl'e Camp Commander and
was beaten up. I denied, however, “hat T was a pilot
officer, becaus: the rumor was that all civilians will
be released and I wanted to be among them, needless to
say. ly refus:il to admit my identity did not help,
however. The lussians soon shipped us further Zast to
the Uiraine. Yuring the trip, which was terrible, I
attennted twice to escape. 3oth attempts failed. iach
time 1 w:s captured, veaten up and returned to the
prison rain. We travelled 70 nen in onifaro riany
died o1 the way und the dead bodies rcmained ith us

for days. We were sitting on them.
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I got sick during the trip and was taken off vhe train
in Charkov. While trying to exglain who I am, the
Russians zot the idea that I was a journalist, I was
gpeaking namely, or tryinz to speak, about my con:acts
with writers and journazlists, leftist circles in Hungary.
I accepted happily my status as a journalist, which

gave me a better treatment. The Russians namely have o
great respect { or writers. I was agsigned to a village
called Budjansk, to work in an office of a vrisoner
camp. This was in December 1944 and I stayed in Budjens:
until HMay 1946. Iy release from thjanék was the work

of my good friend Dr. Volff. But I learned sbout it

only afterwards. +wolff became &an interpreter after the
liberation in the office of Marshal Voroshilov in Buda~
pest. He succeeded in getting a letter from Marshal
Woroshilov, ordering my release, but 1 was identified

in that letter as a pilot officer. I should explain that
I succeeded to send 2 letter to my wife and tell her
about my whereabouts., I did not know, of course, about
wolff's action when I was sumricned to the NEVD in
Charkov. They were interrogating me several tines,
tryinz to prove that I was a pilot officer. I denied
that. I did not kxnow of course, that the reason why

they are trying to identify me as a pilot officer is
merely because the letter from Voroshilov arrived,
ordering my release and the order identified me as a
pilot officer. After nuch interroga tion, when I realized
that they don't mean hgrm if I confess that 1 am a pilot

officer, I signed a paper revealing my identity and 1
was immediately released,
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The whole story became clecar to nc only after ny re-
turn to Budapest. l'rom Charkov I was taken first to
Odessa, where I received the usual rehabilitation
treatmgnt.from the dussians. Good food, decent lodg-
ing. This they did %o all important people whom they
deciﬁed to release, and I was an important person,
only I did not know at that time on what grounds,

Prom Odessa I returned to Budapest under ilussian es-
oort in the spriag of 1946, After arriving in Budapest
late at night, 1 asked my escort to take me té@y
friend .0lff's apartment. When we arrived there, my
friend WYolff vith his rIluent Russian chasged away my
Russian escort. +his was easy for hinm to do because he
had a paper identifying him as the iaterpreter of llar-
shal woroshilov, and the Russians wers happy to leave
anyway. 1 00k two months rest and then went into bu-
sinees again. *his was 2 time when black rarket was
flourishing in:Huhgary. I succeeded to get a truck and
did pret:iy weii on the black market. ihis wes a time
when private business was noil curtailed yet. So I went
back in'o my earlier trade, paper. *“ith #ittenbérg‘a
help I became secretary of the Hungarian Paper Trust.
«part fron that I also became partner in all sorts of
busincss speculations. I had a nilce apartment again,
my orly sorrow was that I learned that ny wife gave
birta to a son during ry absence and that my son died

shortly after the siege of Budapest.



NO.414 WBS" TNTERVIEV SB .9

In the sumner of 1946 the Hunszarian currency was stabi-
lized, business was good, I 7id well, I had a car, I

was optinistic about the future. I had resumed also my
political coninections with thesocial Democratic Party

and was active in the Party's effort to get the prisoners
of war released. +<his was an important issue at that time
because the party that succreded to do most for the pri-
aoners of war could count or Xx popularlty. The
Comriunists took the lead as [rotectofa of the prisoners
of war and the Social lemocriatic Party was anxious to

catch up with the Gommunists. But this was just the be-

sinning of the confliet with 'he Communists. LIy former
already due to

trusts in the Soviels had beer shaken/ twexdundac Ny
prisoner of war

PRISEE experiences. I made a report %o the Social De-
moerztic Party on the PW situ:tion in Russie, pointing
out that tens of taousands of »risoners perished due to
bad treatrient. These excursion: into politics did not
absorb however, ruch of my time or interest; primarily
I was absorbed with my business ¢c.ivitles. The deeisive
turning point c:ime in 1948, when :11 hopes for a bright
future hed been shattered. The Comunists took over the‘
rule and the terror began. liy businiss aetivities came
to an end. liy Jriend wolff left Hun;.ry already in 1947.
e trisd to coavince me to leave llun ary, but I saw at
that time no nced to do so. Jow, & yc:r later, I re-
gretted that I did not go. As I found out later, the

Russian fTrieads of Jolff sugiested hii to leave the

country.
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To escape illegelly seemed to me & too risky an adven-
ture. 5o I stayed and tried to survive. I became an
opportunist, I have no illusioms abdﬁt that. To begin
with, I became a member of the Hungarian iorkers Party,
the new name of the Communist Party after its fusion
with the Soeial Democrats. Following the fusion, when a
membership revisioa tock place in 1949. I was excluded
from the Party as a fcrmarﬁﬂgggg o*ficera I appsaled the
decision howcver, and succeeded to restore my Pafty
membership. As a restored Party member actually my po-
sition was better than that of the regular Party members.
: helped me 1n restoring my membership was Woroshilov's
order thét rel:zased nme from itusgian captivity. I took
as much advantage ag I could of this incident in my life.
I was a Party member in zood standing. Yhe Party trygsted
me and I received a position in the Kisosz, which was
the organization of the independent, small businescmen,
My sympatay however, was on the side of the bysiness~
men and 10t on the side of the Party. I helped the bu-
sinessm:n whenever 1 could,_especially in no%ifying
ther asout the intentions of the gov't to nationalize
the bisiness firms. Znowing about the impending natio-
nalizefion of their busingss firms, the owners could
save a part of their business atleast, by liquidating it
on time, Vith the rapid advance of nationalization of
private business, ny position at the Kisosz lost its si-
giificance and in 1951 I left the organization., Now I

:ntered the nationalized business life.
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For a year or so I was in the ilinistry of Internal Trade.
The section I was working at was entrusted with the preven-
tion and suppressionof corruption. ily career in the state~-
owned business continued a yeéﬁ later, in 1952, when‘I
Joined as section chief the corimercial company provide

ing the comnunities with sport items, musical instru~
ments and furniture. This was & new compeny that was
formed at that time. Ve were ih charge of distribution.
The company has undergone several reorganizations during
the next years, but I kept my job as section chief,
this was an inmportant agency, which enployed only re-
liable party members. liow feliable we wore, I would
point out that the management 0f the company left en
bloc Hungary after the Revolution. We had a nice office
Andrassy
on the BHEHIEEF Street, in a villa, a former villa, of
Count Harkanyi. ?he manazer was Andras Kovacs, an ex-
perienced Jewish businessman. Ile is now in the United
States, in S%. Louis. It was a pleasant place to work.
purported
We KESZHHEEX to be supporters of the regine, we all were
wearing masks. We worked atleast 10 hours a day, but
the effective work was not more than 2 or 3 hours a
day. ‘he rest of the time was taken up with all sorts
of activities, including doing your own business;
especially after 1953, when the private sector of the
revived,
economy, which had been xexk¥e#z there was much we did
to help the independent businessmen. “his was not legal

and was not donc openly. But the top management atleast,

inew about 1t and it became an established practice.
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Needless to say that favors rendered to indepondent
businessmen were earning for us snaller or greater re~
wards. ‘his was institutionalized corruption; often I
made more on the side than my resular salary has been,
+his practice was made possible due to the fact that
there were very few convinced Comrtunists in our office.
I would estimate them about 1%. Inspite of widespread
corruption our office had the best reputation. Credit
should be given for that to our nanager, lLir. Kovacs,
who was an excellent businessnan and outwardly atleast,
a reliable supporter of the re ime. But in His own way
he was actually a believer in the regime. He was a Jew
and he was ,rateful to the Commnunists and the Yoviet
Union for saving his lifeagiﬁ the illegal practices at
our office were actually beneficial to the Hungarian
economy. It was & sort of corruption which was good for
the country. People whoserved this way the rezime,
actually did more r00a to the country than for instance
rs. larik at our working place, who was the Party
stewurdess, a former jénitoress, not knowing anything

about business."

Interviewer next esked respondent about his income:
"My ronthly salary was 2,000 f£t., but I made on the
side about 2,000 - 3,000 ft. a month. ily wife had a
rescirch job at the University and she made 1,000 -
2,000 ft., so altogether we had between 5,000 to 6,000

ft., which was quite sufficient."
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Interviewer asked rcspondent about the position of the Jews
and the state of anti-Semitism in Hun'ary:

"The Jews bccupy a dominant position in communist Hungary,
In all the segnents of the country's life, whether po-
litical, economic or cultural. There is a terrific anti-
Semitism. Even people like myaélf, who associated them-
selves with the Jews aid are of courée willihg to nake
exceptions, afe filled with anti-Semitic sentiments,

It is a real miracle that this anti-Semitism did not
reveal itsulf during the Revolution: There was no anti-
S8emitism Jduring the Revolution. I éxPlain this fact by
the followings: The success of the Revolution madc the
Hungarians so overwhelmed with be that they neither
paid cttention to the Jews nor were they in the mood

for vevenge. On the contrary, there was a willingness to
forgive the Jews, Nevertheless, as I said, the future of
tre Jews in llungary is globmy, As long as the regime
rasts they can keep their posifions, and perhaps they
will act in the fulnre nore cautiously than they did in
the past, I don't know whether this will be helpful.
luch will depend unider what circumstances the regiﬁe

wi ll e'ﬂd- "

Irterviewer asked respondent about his own opportunism:
"icu have to realize that we zave up hope for immediate
changes. /e were hopeful, of coursc, that the Communist
rule will net last forever, but we did not know when
and how it will change. Thérefor we adjasted oursclves

the way we could.
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This is how I explsin my own opportunism. I tried to
create thé_impression that I am a raliable auppofter

and a good Party member, I participated in the endless
meetings of the Party. I signed the loans and in my
private life I was avoiding people whom 1 did not trust.
In my experience this kind of double life I was living
was not so difficult. All my friends in private life
were reactionaries, so-~called, but there were so many

reactionsries that it was safe to be a reactionary."

Interviewer asked rcspondent why he left llungary:
"he lcn;ing was growing in me, and in my wife toc, to
end this 1lifc of lies wcll before the Revolution. Just
on th: eve of the Revolution, on Uctober 13th, I went
to Vienna te attend a football match between Austria
and llungary. £l e experience of free life in Vienna
strengthencd ny longing to leave and actually we de-
cided to =0 Vest before the Revolution. wnother noti-
vation was, after the collapse of the Revolution, the
fear of renewed terror, which we thought will be worse
than the one after the Communists took over the rule of
Hungary following the second World VWar. Alsc, news
about how the West was upporting the refugees, encouraged
us. Iinally, kaowing myself, I was rather confident that
I will survive in the Viest. I was not concerned about my
future. I should 2dd that I was born in that part of
Hungary, which is now part of austria, and I thought that
on that basis I will be able to settle down in sustria

without aifficulty.
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Also, I had many friends abroad and I knew that they
would be willing to come to my ;ssistanée if I needed
it. To sum it uﬁ, I did not want to fmce B new period
of my life which waé to be based on lies. I had the
feeling that the kind of opportunistic 1ife I was

livin,:, I could nat do again. I was fed up with it."

IHTﬁRVtEWER'S RATING: I have known, superiiéially tho, respondent

in Budapest, and we grected each other as former friends. Rapport
was excellent. I doubt, however, respondent's frankness., His
obvious intention was to expluin away his ooportunism. In aﬁy
ecase, his carcer is an interestinz examplec how a member of the
former intelligentsia, the former middle class, could survive

and do pretty well under the comnmunist regime.




