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 Bulgarisn Minister of Public Health and Social Welfare, de-

 steadily decressed sinoe 1944. He stated, without sctuslly

" 4s less than “one-tenth of what it was 10 yeers ago." This
in the world, and this ias not very probsble.

League of Nations, the infant mortality rate, that is deaths
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- Child Nortslity In Bulgaris

I+ 4 very interesting and logioally pre-

In a speech held in STALIN in 1952, KOLAROV Petar,
olared that due to imoreased physicsl cere and a high stand- =
ard of living, the child mortality rate in the country has
giving figures, thet child mortality in present-day Bulgaria

ie olearly s ridiculous statement, for were it true, themn .
Bulgaria would have one of the lowszt child mortality rates

Acoording to the ttatistioai year book of the

of ‘children under one year of ags per 10,000 living births,
was 1,500 in Bulgaria in 1937. Desth rate for cnildren bet-
ween the ages one to four was 299, and that for children bet-
ween the sges five to nine was 39. These figures are ocsloul- e
ated sz deaths per 10,000 of populstion in the respsotive age i
groups. s ) : : oAb

Taking inte consideration Hinister KOLAROV's state-

_ ment, the infant mortality rate in Communist Bulgaris should -

be down to about 150 deaths per 10,0C0 living births, which
is far below the mortality rate in such medicslly advenced
countries as England, Sweden snd Denmark.

It is impoassible that im a country where pregnant

: . women &Te forcesd %o work in the fields snd in industrisl
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ITEM Ho 0291

(contid)
1

L snterprises until one month before delivery, ochild mortality
rates should be lower than in highly oivilised countries
. where expectant mothers are given all the care known to the
medical world. Simultaneously, KOLAROY deoclared that “ia-
‘portance will be given to the distribution of foodatuffs
- so that the Bulgarian people will no longer have to suffer
m- diseases caused by upropu- nutrition." 3

that mainutrition exists in many parts, especislly in the
mountainous regions of Bulgaria. Prior to 1940, when Bul-
. garia was s prosperous self-sufficient country, rickets,
pellagra and anaemia were common diseases. It is therefore
unexplainable how child mortality can decreass when KOLAROV
.ati1l spesks of proper food distribution to be introduced in
‘the future. In addition to this, a young escapee midwife
- from YAMBOL declared that the dootor -in cherge of the mster-

 times yhu the Mgar:lu\ adult had a much betier diet than
~ today. In those years, the average consumption of an adult

‘male worker per year amounted to the following: 281.5 kg
'M cereals, 37.5 kg of meat and fish, 9.5 kg of

oils;
. of

pot.hu. 113.2 k¢ o:l.' ngotnhlu md rmt

. ' M m-m xounw'- ttntmnt to bu comct.

it is m that the diet of a Bulgarian :lndutriﬂ.

. workex be at least as pod, if not better, than the dtot

. 1isted above. And it is a known fact, that no person - ex-

- cept perhaps wm Communist officials - ocan z-unin
':mﬁﬁtmnpnrtﬁttmutmmﬁn

R ‘It is & knom tgot. that m the hlkm ucmntrhl

: tho uwly of vitamin B and C is inadequste, and both these

" vitamins play a vital part in ohild mortslity. During the
: 4snediately after the war and again in the period

. ohild mortality in Bulpr:ln malud eoloud. ﬂgnru« After
._ﬂut thmbu doernnd : S s

S A refuges from zusrmn., -ho 'y -:lfe nrkl as
midwife-nurse in the maternity ward of that town, stated
that in 1952 child mortality figures had dropped but also
underlined the high 1948-1950 figures. Source gave a de- +
soription of the KUSTENDIL maternity ward; which is typical
of the many whioh were opensd in Bulgsria n:ft-r 1948, when
_private hospitals were nationslised.

: (Ovor)

2% ‘L known frow e reports of Bulssrian ucapou,'

_ nity ward often sxclaimed that he had mever witnesses such .
Mlhi.ﬂmtmm:ltxutcuhtmuthtmwﬂto - e

The mu lortality utu gi.vn lure comlpond to

s 30.7 1iters of milk, 0,5 kg of butter, 70 osa-; |

yesrs et
1948 to 1950, in the era of collectivization and deportations,



‘and mgternity ward of ‘the distriot hospital of the Ministry
opposite the "Chifte hamam" Turkish baths. The infirmary

; ator and former chief surgeon of the KUSTENDIL hospital. .
.The building has five rooms on the top floor which were for-

i Dre ALEKSIE? moved out of the house whioh was then attached

_patients coming from KUSTENDIL snd ite surrounding ares. Ne-

-Gopandnnay, who are assisted by four midwives, two assistants;

pital. In case of an emergenocy, specialists are flomn in
 from SOFIA.

e ~ (oont*a)

The KUSTENDIL ntarnity and muulogl.ul mu

'.m separated from the state district hospital. These nrﬁc." Sl

officially known as the "M.N.S. rayonna bolnitsa -
loshko ctdeleniye 1 rodilen dom" (gynsecclogical d.pu-m :

of Nationsl Health) is located in the penter of the tomm,

occupies a two-story stone house measuring 16 by 10 meters,
and whioch was built in 1939 by Dr. ALEKSIEV (fau), an oper-

merly oocupied by the dootor and his family, who had his ptl!b =
ate clinio, complete with onnmlt;t:l.m :ml opnntm m. :
on tho grounﬁ ﬂonr. :

When ‘doctors were forbidden to pu.oti.u pﬂntd;.

to the distriot hospitsl. The top floor was turned into 8
maternity ward and the poune floor houses th- moohp.ul 3
!nrdo : 3

Treatment at the -'u-da ie free or. ahnrgt for ..1'1 :

dical care given to the patients is very good and even nll-
~off women who can afford to pay for s delivery, prot.r to
have their children at ihe maternity vard. The wards have
16 bads each, and on the aversgs there are three to four
ohildren born daily. Infant mortality st 'tht lttlmty is
low due to oxpnrt mediocal osre.

Thore ars thrse speoialiat dootors at the ho-pital

and six qualified nurses. 4 number of spprenticé nurses are
also aotive at the hospitzl. The administration of the two
wards is affiliated with the direstorate of the distriet hos-

COMMENT IXI: The matters expoesd in this report are
based on statistios of the year 1937 and on personal cbserv-
ations, snd conform with previous information. ¥o informes-

~tion is available here on the speech of Petar KOLAROV in

STALIN and on details on the maternity :arﬂ in KYUSTENDIL.

Pir!t-rﬁte maternity wards in Bulgaris exist only
in the big cities and in some of the larger towns, comprising
about 20 per cent of the Bulgarisn popnlation. ind even there

‘most of the Bulgarian mothers deliver their bsbles at home
with the help of a midwifs. The othsr 60 per csnt of the

. {Over)
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