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Munlcn November 10, 1964 (Free World An alysis/Kevin Devlin)

The following interview with Bnrico Burlluguer, Paolo
Bufalini, and Emilio Sereni, the three members of the Italian ¥

i ommunist Party delegﬂtiun wnich visited Moscow last week for

“talks with Soviet®leaders, was published in the November.8

dissue of L'Unita: :

-

QUESTION 1: The entire press has followed with interest your

trip to Moscow. Since your return some papers have been writing
that you obtained neither a complete clarification of the changes
in the Soviet party leadership and government, nor satisfaction
of the demands put forward by you. At the same time...it is said
that with your journey the Italian CP has "aligned" itself /With
the CPSU/, accepting all the explanations and positions of the

.'f’SOVlet comrades. Would you therefore begin by telling us what
your activity was in Moscow in the light of the aims which you
and the party leadership had fixeé fér your trip?

BERLINGUER : o
We have said time and 2gain in the clearest way that the

main purpose of our trip was not to seek information of a private

nature on the recent changes in the CPSU leadership. . We made
. 1t clear that in this regard what we proposed was rather to
emphasize the need to make available’ to public opinion more
ample information on the replacement of Comrade Khrushchev.
In the first place, apart from ghese changes in the CPSU
4 leadershlp, what interested us was to discuss with the Soviet
bcomrades both the political pro‘olems to which these changes
have drawn attention (the strpggle for peace, the prospects for
a development of socialist democracy, etc.), and the more general
questions now facing the international Communist movement. The
course of discussions correspdhded to this stand. The meetings
in fact opened, in agreement witlf the Soviet comrades, not with
'a report from them on the reasons for the change in the CPSﬁ
leadership, but with a full exposition on our part, setting
forth the PCI's positions on the whole couplex of questions men-
tioned above. It was within the framework of this exposition
that we informed the Soviet comrades of the reservations, per-
Plexity and questioning which.the changes in the CPSU leadership
have provoked. '
(PT0O)
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On' the first day the discussion turned mainly on %these

"‘questlons and in the/ course of their exposition, the Soviet

comrades outllneu the reasons for their recaht decisions and

" made a preliminary reply to the questions raised by us. On

some points this reply expressed very frankly disagreement with

some of our p031t10ns. In the second sitting the discussion

of these subjects continued, but concentrated on polltlcal
proulems‘(especlally questlonq concerning the develoyment of
socialist democracy). The main themes covered in the second

 long meeting and in the final brief sesslon were those concern-

ing the situation in the international Communist movement, rela-

" tions between Communist parties, the international: conference
and the preparatory commission and’ the "memorandum" of Comrade
Togliatti. ;

0

_ The whole course of the convergations, friendly and at
the same time very frank, allowed us to clarify better a whole
series of questions, clear up some misunderstandings, record
agreement on many fundamental problems and, at the same time,
to recognize that on other problems the viewpoints oi our two

parties are still different...

QUESTION 2:
Could you tell us what information you gathered from your

~conversations on the reasons for the replacement of Comrade
“Khrushchev? !

BUFALINI: : ;

...The main criticisms levelled against Comrade Khrushchev
...are the following. Pirst of all vioclations in practice of !
the principle of collective leadership, Comrade Khrushchev took
a series of decisions, even ones of great importance, on his
own and announced them in public speeches, facing the leading

bodies of the party and government with a fait accompli. The
practical consequences of such a method, in itself unac¢ceptable
as a matter of principle, were felt above all in the orientation
and orgenization of agricultural production...

MURE)
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QUESTION 3: ;
So far you have! spokeu primarily of considerations based

on internal.Soviet policy. Did questions of international policy !
not have any weight in the decision to replace Khrushchev?

BUFALINI:
The Soviet comrades have tqld us that questions of foreign

policy were not discussed at the Central Committee meeting,‘ex—'

. cept for an explicit and clear reconfirmation that the CPSU_and
the Soviet government would firmly continue the policy of peace, '
in accordance with the strategical line of peaceful coexisténce
between states with different'social systems, outlined by the

H, XXII Congress and ccnfirmed in later CPSU congresses.

QUESTION 4:
On the whole, do you think there will be changes in the

direction of internal Soviet policy? Questions have been raised
on one point in particular. Given the role that Khrushchev
played in the whole post-Stalinist shift of policy, some have
seen in the change the beginningi of a return to the methods

and attitudes characteristic of Stalin's rule. What is your
opinion on this?

SERENT ¢
...The Soviet comrades emphasize in this regard that the
P "procedure followed in this replacement was that called for by
the socialist Constitution and the CPSU Statute, and therefore
conformed to the process of réestablishing socialist legality
opened up by the XX Congress. The significance of this emphasis
does not escape us, even if respect for that procedure does not
seem to us sufficient to ensure, in itself, the overcoming of’
those delays in the further development of socialist democracy
already discussed in Comrade Togliatti's "memorandum"... All
this induces us to recognize the validity of this stend and
therefore to interpret the recent changes in the Soviet leader-
ship not as a break with, but as a continuation of, the internal

political line opened up by. the XX Congress.
¥ (PT0)
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But, it scems to us thHe experience of the recent changes
confirms that the only eflecctiive guarantee agalngt the re-emer-—

" gence of certain dangers and the repetition of certaln errors
i 15 t0 be sought, once more, in the more lively development of

an internal party dialectic and in an ever more wldély democratic
articulation of the whcle socialist 5001gty... 2

@ %

QUESTION 5: | " I
There has been.a lively reaction thloutnout thé world to
the replacement of Khrushchev, and its unexpected nature. In

=
L4

your view, how has the publicimost closely effected —-- that of
the Soviet Union -- reacted?
 SERENI:

_ .It has seemed to us that Zzﬁ the USSR/ there 15 felt
the need for more extensive inf ormation and debates thmu are
not /merely/ formal, which would ensure a real clash of view-
points and diversified contributions. We:believe it would be
a profound mistake to underestimate the strength whi¢h these
needs have assumed in the Soviet Union... ;

QUESTION 6: : : 3

b
This being the Iramework of your Moscow talks, yhat are

your reservations concerning the way in which Khruohphev was

. BERLINGUER:

- replaced? Berlinguer has already sald that such red%rvatlons

persist. : .

"’5&.:: B e S

: The reservatlons which we feel we mus’® malntaln;even after
our visit to Moscow are essentially concerned with the lack of
public information on the reasons for the change in the Soviet
party leadership and government. It is our impression, and we
hé?e sald so very'franklf to the Soviet comrades, that 1if...in
deciding to replace Comrade Khrushchev they had on the one hand
explicitly recorded his undoubted merits and, on the other hand,
publicly announced in detail the principle criticisms made against
”him, public:opinion wouldlha?e bettpr understood this change...

(MORE)
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QUESTION 7:
In the statement which Berlinguer made on his return, he’'

also spoke of differences between us and the Soviet comrades
over the democratic development of sqecialist society.  Could.
you clarify your views on this point?

£

BERLINGUER:
It seems evident to me that the reservations about the.

method, which I have already mcntloned, 2lso touch upon problems
of substance, and indicate the existence of slowness and delaya
in the process of the development of democratic life opened up

by the XX Congress. We do not deny -- indeed we hail with great

\/

-

satisfaction -- the progress made in this direc?ion in recent
years... Our entire evaluation is based upon appreciation of

the high degree of dewelopment which the Soviet Union has reached
in recent years in the fields of industry, science, technology,
culture, and so on. But this very fact, in our opinion, demands
an imposes an adequate and more rapid development of the whole
socialist democracy. It is not our place to indicate the methods
and forms which this development can and must take...

It is clear to us that within Soviet society it is not oaly
desirable but necessary that there should be a more ample expan-
sion of democracy. .

In this respect our impression is that there are various |
problems which have not yet been posed and faced in their full
scope. For example we might mention the problem of a greater
articulation, from the center to the periphery, of the state
and social bodies (soviets, trade unions, etc.), 'We might also
mention the problem of culture . and arf, which Togliatti dis-

cussed in his memorandum. Speaking more generally, it secems to

us that the principal means is to promote an ever wider partici-
pation of Communists and all citizens in solving problems and
investigating the causes of difficulties which arise i@ economic
development, and in working out the necessary decisions...

it is nre01sely because we are convinced that the fundamental

‘ ‘historical-task of the working class of our country and of the

entire capitalisd West is to wage to its end the struggle for

‘democracy and build a socialist democracy that we feel deeply
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" aware of the link which exists between this struggle and the

democratic progress made in socidlist countries...

QUESTION 8:

You also went to Moscow to carxry on with the Soviet Com-

" punists that dialogue which, as Toglldttl himself 1ntended,

was To be based on his "memorandum" .. Could you tell us what
are the attitudes of the Soviet comrades 1O this document?

°

BUFALINL: e 3

We have begun with the Soviet comrades & discussion of
the guestions raised in Comrade Togliatti's Yalta memorandum.
Tt 'is clear that, in cealing with such complex questions, we
could not in these talks not.only nol exhaust the subject, but
not even carry forward a sufficiently profound discussion. As
Comrade Berlinguer has made clear, tlrere are differences of
opinion between the Soviet comrades ‘and ourselves on the gues-—
tion of developing socialist deﬁocracy

With regard to the complex problems raised by the memoran—
dum, the Soviet comrades and fourselves are in full sgreement
Bdn recognizing the necesslty and -opportuneness of a more pro=
found debate, both between our two’ paﬂtles and within the inter-

“‘ national Communist movement in general...

QUESTION 9:
Do you have the impression that, as recent events would

- seem to indicate, there are signs of a change in the polemics
- going on within the international Communist movemend, and in

partlcular in relutlons between the USSR and Commun¢st China%.

- BERLINGUER: o ooule
It seems to me verj difficult at this stage to foresee

the course which the debate within the international Communist
movement and Sino-Soviet relations may take in,the near future.
Tt is dgifficult to assess the significance and possiblé results

of the presence in Moscow for the 47th anniversary of the October
- Revolution of a Chinese delegation led by Comrade Chiu ZEn- lai.

We welcome the event in itself and consider it a poo't1VL devel-
opment. We have always claimed fhat an improvement in political

it - (MORE)
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.of the policy of peaceful coexistence... But it'is no less
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and state relzciouns between the USS? and the CPR would be of

'great value not only for the socialist camp and the interna-

tional workers' movement, but for the whole world and the causef
of peace. We have glways been and still are opposed 10 any

 deepening of the rift and %o any oreak and at the same time

In our judgment the whole situation is now fluid., It -
therefore seems to0 us more advisable than ever to avoid hasty -
conclusions and not to take actions which would precipitate:

matters...

QUESTION 10:
A final question. In would public opinion the name of

Khrushchev is closely linked with the policy of peaceful voexlst—

ence. Do you believe that Soviet foreign policy can now be
modified after the change in leadership?

®

SERENI: BT

It.is beyond dqubt that ComradqlKhrushchev made a great

. personal contribution to the elaboration and implementation -

T

true that...a policy of initiatives for peaceful coexistence

has become the policy of the whole party, the whole people and

the Soviet state... Moreover, we have found full confirmation -
of this fact not only in the public statements of the Sovietl
leaders and in the conversations we had with them, butd also in

‘their new foreign policy initiatives...

* K KN
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“we are opposed to ccmpromises in the ¢deologlcal fieldvizin s



