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SOURCE %EIEST!; A Bulgarien emigrant who reccnfiy arrived in
the West. :

DATE OF OBSERVATION: March 1956.
EV&LU%TION %%ggggg: This report is a aezuel to TRIESTE RFE
tem No. ~~Yor the number of broadcasting stations,

radio receiving sets and radio 1iateninf fees, pleasl‘oon-ult
Weekly Information Letter Nos. 171 and 17 ;

Source expressed her feelings about the future
organization of Bulgaria as follows:

"I have always been of the opinion that the
Bulgarien people did not deserve their present fate and are
not guilty of bringing about the present state of affairs. I
have never belonged to a political party. However, that does
not mean that I have no ideas or desires about the future
organization of Bulgaria if she should ever be freed from the
Communist yoke,

"I hate political extremism and political ca-=
reerism which runs counter to the best interests of the Bul-
garian people. FPirst of all, I believe a future, free Bulgar-
ia should gave intelligent and cultured statesmen at the helm.

/more/
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g ‘]g :I.ntollifent, cultured persons can be true patriots., I
~ $hink that if the Communist leaders were cultured and intel=-
€, Communism would not be so despisad. intelligence
mituro are incompatible with Communismi/the Comnf:t
~ @eases to be one when he can be considered {ntelligent and
- eultured, A democratic govemment- should be set up in a
» free Bulgaria. However, during the early years of
iberation, some emergency measures must be adopted 'in order
o t Communism from camouflaging itself under another
1l and threatening the freedom of the Bulgarian people.
e Communist Party will have to be outlawed, The constitu—
of TIRNOVO will have to be restored and with it the
moparchy. If elimination of the monarchy is in the interest
of the people - and the people themselves request it = the
action should be taken within the framework of the Constitu-
tion of TIRNOVO, Puture Pulgarian statesmen must be patriot-
ic democrats who have never been compromised by collaboration
with the Communists. Before the war, Bulgaria {ad good ad-
rators, even if they were not excellent statesmen. What
I have said reflects the opinion of most of the healthy=-
minded Bulgarian people., Personally, I would prefer a consti~-
tutional monarchy with a parliament composed of all democrat—

ic parties.

R s "Bulgaria has never been a _capitalistic country
~ in the true sense of the word, However, T am of the opinion
that this ferm of economy is essential if we want to return
pre-war Bulgaria. It is advisadle, however, to limit by
the excessive accumlation of capital in private hands.
te enterprise should be given a free hand as long as it
not run counter to the best interests of tha government
soclety. Heavy industry and foreign trade should be kept
government control., Collectivization must not be con=
under any form whatsoever, When the Bulgarian people
re-acquired the right to carry on private enterprise it
be up to them to decide whether they want to set up
ons of collectives of property and work. The Bulgarian
ts must not be forced to deliver quotas to the State,
mst not be obliged to carry out economic plana of any
kind whatsoever. There must be a just land reform. The land
2. which the State agricultural agencies now operate must
distriduted among peasants who do not own land. A free .

[;§f¥“

i

.~ must be centered round a national industry /samo-
‘bitna, nazionalna,/ that 1s an industry which will use the
&w materials which today are belng exported,

- 2 : "The idea of setting up a Buropean Pederation
. 18 not very popular in Bulgaria. This is logical if we con~-
sider that Bulgaria is walting for her liberation from Com=
munism. A Buropean Pederation besed on the status quo among

/more/
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nations would not help the process of liberation. Besides,
many people are of the opinion that conditions are not yet
ripe for such a step. What ig more, many Buropean countries
atill bear a strong gtamp of nationalism, and this would
make it still more difficult to set up a Federation in
Furope. 1 heard on the radio that suc Federation would do
away with the antagonisms which exist among the peoples of
Burope. On the contrary, in Bulgaria the consensus of opin=
jon is that no Federation is possible until these antago~
nisms are eliminated. The problems of the Saar and Cyprus
seem to confirm this opinion. A Bulgarian Pederation is al-
so frowned upon in Bulgaria." e

Source expressed hexrself about radio and press
in her country as follows?

"The Bulgarian Communiste have gucceeded in
obliging the Bulgarian people to listen to the government
radio. They have done this by effective jamming of Western
broadcasts, and by the introduction of wired redio /ihitzni
rediouredbi./ More and more wired sets are be used be-
ceuse they are more convenient than ordinary redio sets.
Besides, the installation of wired radio is free of charge
in the villages.

dio stations.Now these stations have a larger number of lis-
teners for the simple reason that the people are used to
nearing the same things over and over agaln. If they did not
hear them at least once a day, they would feel they were in
a vacuum, 1 cannot really say that there is a particular re~
action against government broadcasts, unless We consider re-
action the fact that the listeners never ask themselves
whether what has beeri broadcast ig true, or try to0 uncer—
atand the substance of what they have neard. It should be
pointed out that the government atations’ programs have im=
proved and are more varied than they were a few years 2g0.
Now these stations offer classical musicC, classical dramas,
standard and contemporary © eras, end Bulgariad popular music
which has been ‘rehabilitated.’ There are five radio stations
in Bulgaria: ‘'Hristo Botev® station, Radlo SOFIA I, Redic
sOFIA 11, Radilo STARA ZAGORA, and Radio STALIN. The latter
have no established programs. Most of their programs are re-
bvroadcasts of the SO?IA stetione. The *'Hristo Botev' station
also has short=wave broadcasts in Macedonian, Serbocroatian,
Turkish, Italian, English, French, Greek, etc. This is the

/more/
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popular station in Bulgaria. Broadcast time varies with
e season. Normally, all stations broadcast in the morning
; 0600 to 0900; in the afternoon from 1200 to 14003 in

evening from 1700 to 2200 hours. /The 'Hristo Botev' sta~
tion broadcasts until 2400 hours. All times are Bulgarian,
*  The Bulgarian people are used to learning the truth about
. _oertain situations., After 12 years of experience the people !
~ know that when the Bulgarian elegraphic

Agency insists on
denying something, what is being denied is almost surely

"The Bulgarien Communists have imposed their
broadcasts on the paogle by installing radio sets everywhere
where people gather. If you stand in line outside a cinema,
~ you hear radioj if you are waiting for your turn at the
- o baths, you hear the radio} if you stand in line to
some vegetables, the radio blares at youi if you are .
. walting your turn for treatment at some clinie, or if you
- are in a shop or in public place, during intermissions
- at the movies or the theater, in the city transportation
8 and on the trains, wherever you are you can hear
. the radio, On some occasions Party bosses end agit-props
3 ' tmasa listening sessions,.’ These sessions are
held when the radio announces some 'national initi-
. ative' such as loans, ’'peace week,’ the 'Bulgarian—Soviet
3 ’liuhhi) Month,’ ete, To conclude, Radlo SOFIA

F broadcasts
_ eannot be compared with Western broadcasts in any way,

o 12 "Nothing can be said about reaction to wired
broadcasts. It should be pointed out that no one is
for to listen to these broadcasts or to be linked up
the public installation, These installations are the

3 ding listening to radio broadcasts, that is
Bt g B

of
le under the guardianship of & person
~ trusted by the E: me, This person offers listeners only
# news and programs which are favorable to the Regime. .
- To work :g interest in these broadcasts, the chiefs of this
- service often organize local broadcasts. For example, I

heard the broadcasts from 'Radio Kovachevtzi,?

The local bigwigs broadcast lectures and speeches, invite
- young village -ﬂgers to 'sing on the radioc’ in order to

~stimulate interest among the parents. Records have an im=
- ant role in this activity. Through popular songs and

' ‘music, various inhabitants of the village are greeted;
news ia transmitted; engagements, weddings, etc., are

ced. wired radio pro

grams are made more interest-—

e listening to Western broadcasts practically
is no limit on the number of wired or wire-
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"I saw a TV set for the first time here in
TRIESTE a few hours ago., I have heard that steps are being
taken to i?troduce'T? into Bulgaria.

"I never read government newspapers in Bulgaria,
and if I know something about them it is because they served
as wrapping paper in every retail store, I often attended
block meetings where ’collective readings’ were organized, as
well as the so-called ’'comments on newspapere and magazines.’
In recent times, I saw Western magazines displayed in the
shopwindows of news agencies in SOFIA,

. "Correspondence with government radio stations
concerns only greeting anpnduncements made on certain holi=-
days, birthdays, namedays, marriages, and request music."

Radio Facilities.

"Since 1945 I have owned a 6-tube 'SIEMENS' ra-
dio set of German manufacture. During the years I was in-
terned at KOVACHEVTIZI, I was not able to use my set. For this
reason the set is still in good working condition., Every set
owner must pay a radio fee at the nearest post office. do
not know upon what principle the fee is based., It differs
according to the power of the set, and sometimes differs from
year to year for the same set. Perhaps the fee is based on
the number of set owners. In 1954, I paid a yearly fee of 36
levai in 1955, 32 leva. :

S
: "I have no idea of the number of radio sets in
Bulgaria. However, I am sure the number is growing constantly.

I saw a great many radio sets = both of foreign and domestic
makes=~ 8014 at low prices. I am of the opinion that in SOFIA
every other family owns a radio set. If the Communist census
figures are exact, there are 800,000 inhabitants in the Bul-

garian capital, which would mean about 200,000 families, On

- the basis of a set for every second family, that would mean
there are about 100,000 sets. I do not know whether +there are
sets which can only pick up medium wave~lengths, or whether
such sets are being manufactured in Bulgaria, Every set 1
have ever seen, whether of foreign or domestic make, has both
medium and short-wave bands.On the other hand, I am convinced
that radio sets are a rarity in the province. In the village
of KOVATCHEVTZI, where I was interned in 1949, there was not
a single set. However, that year, a set was purchased for the
village reading room which also served as headquarters for
the Communist Party.

"It was difficult to obtain a radio set im-
mediately after the war whenm sets were not to be found on the
market and were -only supplied through the now extinet Mindstry

/more/
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£ Propaganda. Now, every Bulgarian citizen, without political
tion, can duy a get on the market, provided he has
money. Recently, many gets of Czech, Soviet, East German, .
+ on the market. Radio sets are

‘h%rrm makeshave been pu
“-n at rural State stores, 80 the peasants who want to

~ buy sets go to shops in the big towns.

i "The Bulgarian industry turns out 4-tube sets
asonable price. They are

-‘ul are por:lar because of their re
‘attractive in their bakelite cabineis. The names of
sets are: ’'Rodno Radio,' 'Piomer,’ and 'Hristo Botev
» Prices are:760, 800 and 1,100 leva. Tmported radio sets
are digger and more powerful, and prices range from s
leva up. The 1Belorus’ and 'Kiev’ sets of Soviet make, which
gsell for about 4,000 leva each, are s0ld only at wired radio
broadcasting stations. Bulgarian sets are guaranteed for a
., Daring thie periocd, any breskdown - not the fault of
owner - is repaired free of charge by the factory, Or the
get is replaced a new one, Spare parts are sold
 only at radio repair wor shops which are part of the industri=-
. al combine. Toward the end of 1955 I had two tubes in my set
 changed. The tubes were of Bulgarian manufacture.

: wWired radio broadcasts are widespread in SOFIA,
put I think the people do not listen to them. In fact, I never

saw a wired radioc in any of the private homes I visited.Where
these wired sets are used most is in restaurants, stores, and
These sets are also widely

other State and public agencies.
in the villages. All the villages surrounding SOFIA are

: with these sets. Wired radio sets are mass pruduced
: and cost only 220 leva, including all charges.

The Communists are very much concerned with meking thege ra=
‘with the people. Interes? is aroused by broad-=

‘ctht special programs with the participation of local
artistic and masical talent, Or programs in which the local
are good-naturedly ceriticized., This kind of program
s to the simple tastes of the country people, who are
on a high en cultural level to appreciate the pro-

from Radio SOFIA or Western broedcasts.

End.
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