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_'SOURCE TRIESTE: A Bulgarian emigrant who recéntly-arrived in
the West. : = :

DATE OF OBSERVATION: March 1956

e -

; " EVALUATION COMMENT: This report supplies é'donvincing descrip-
. ™ tion of the circumstances under which the Bulgarian youths

- live and receive their education. For more details on this
~ problem, please, consult RFE VIENNA Item Fo. 110/&/55. The .
Evaluation of the morale of the Bulgarian youths seems highly
- exaggerated and must be considered to be purely personal.
s Ngiinformation is available here that CHERVENKOV ever had any
"children. i 3 : :
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- Source gave the following account of the 1ife of young
. people in Bulgaria:

" Tf a foreigner were to go to Bulgaria, especially to
SOFIA, he would get the impression that the young people are
happy. It is true that the Bulgarian youths have changed, even
for those who saw them grow up. Communist education has created
2 new youth - - an unguestionable success of the Communist
Regime. Mothers cannot bring up their own children because
difficult living conditions have obliged them to work just <
like their husbands. Children’s nurseries are,therefore, found
all over SOFIA. No expense has been spared in equipping these
. nurseries. Each has a garden and a playground which is expanded

- in the summer when the children can spend more time in the open
- air, and when the number of voluntary " teachers" increases.
. The " teachers" are highschool and normal school students who
- are sent to the nurseries for a period of " preliminary training."
~ Credit is given for this training whether the "teacher" is
. going to complete her studies in this field, or whether she
-~ intends to go into another fieild, e.g. faculty of agronomy, ete.

G " Without exception, the older children belong to the

" geptemvrijche" organization. In this organization they are
given political -training, and the spirit of independence and
disobedience to their parents is drummed into them. Summer
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- his dally 1ife, Freedom:inapersonal reiltionships 18 had 12
fﬁsxchange.for cubservience to Party directives. s
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4 I am of-ﬁhs-opinlonjthat'the Bulgariap youths are living
- under great york stress,=inasmuch as the Comnunist Regime has
_£§ucceeded through vsry effective propaganda, in regimenting and
. enthusing young'people. Hany}young‘people cacrifice their free
»_;tine_to'devote it to-the,activity of executing Party initiatives.
' ?fThe'youths, especially-the,very young generations who Egrew up’
- under Communist tutelage, &re always ready to make sacrifices
'-fwhen-the'Partyror Regime 8SkS them to do sO-. However, it must
ne admitted that even the Regime makes sacrifices for the young
 people, especially with regard to education and athletics.
= _Twoéthirds'of_the students of schools of higher learning in
-~ Bulgaria are studying under scholarships, offered to them by -
a special fund or by State organizations. Nevertheless 1 believe
e, %he Communists gre fooling themselves when they place their
implicit frust in thesejyoung'people, who becone enthusiastic -
 easily and lose_that_snthusiasm even more quickly.” :
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