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BATIONAL AJSEMBLY NEETING

The Niti.nal Assembly sessl.n which began un 9th May ¢ ntinued .n 10th and
ilth. The ssembly did n t debate the Budget whieh had been furecast n earller
reports. On 10th May Kndar's réeport was debated, and un the fclluwing day Xadar
resiled t. the debate. Bills t pr.]l ng the Assemdly's mandate and t. amend the
o . nstitut! n were passed, and the H use adjourned in the aftermcon uf lith May.

40T Mad —

\

Tiw Debate n Kadar's Kep rt:  Speech by !L':;il_ﬂu

when R.nal .pened the meeting .n lO0th May, he annvunced that 17 Deputlies had
aske: t spenrk '‘'n the debatée .n Kader's reycort, and called un Karcly Kiss tu make the
first speech

n rec rded exce 't f Kiss's sieech was br adeast .n the h me service at 18.00

.0 10th Moy; brief summaries and excerits were given at 11 .00 .n the h me service, and
ty MTI n the same day. The full wing version combines all three s urces.

C-ypter-rev.lutl .oar les C.nfused the lspue
Kiss begant "VWe are sssembled here today for the first time since the
launehing .f the deadl), atteck .n the State uf .ur w.rking pecvple =~ cur . ecple's
Republie bullding sceialism. Whoe were the attackers, and why did they sttack the
e plels State and 1ts s.clal .rder? Bef re the ¢ unter-rev lution .f 23rd Oet ber,
and in its early days, counter-revelutionaries .f various kinds successfu.ily ¢ novaled
the'r aims behind 2 sm ke-screen. The enemy In his attask un the w.rkers' power
managed t. blur the sharp .utlines of the great achievements «f 12 years of ¢ nstructive
work. He persuaded pecple tu believe fur 2 while that thuee i2 years had been wasted.
Revisi nist Jownalists, whe had statbded tshe Perty in the back, helped t. spread this
view, but everyune in the ocuvuntry nuw kn.ws that the workers' puwer was attacked by
internal reacticnary f rces enj . ying the active suppurt f furelgn imperiallists. Thelr
murder us attack was prepared and supp.rted by traiturs vithin the Party - members
the Imre Nagy-Los.nezy group”. '
Workers Did Nut httaok Resime

"It is true that the enemy managed tu decelve many w.rkers for a while, but
1t was untrue that the workers, wh. had the pecple's puwer tu. thank for their libereti n,
the nat! nalisation cf the means . f pruduetion, the ab.lititn [ capltalist enpi itati n,
the laying «f fuundatiins cf swclalism and pesceful revilutiun, had Jifted thelr hends
sgainst the pe.ple's » wer". The village wurkers, who had their alliances with the
working class to thank f.r the distridbuti.n .f the land, the ab.lition of the reign f
the banks, the eliminati . n .f the .ppressive gendarmerie, and the establishment .
m dern MTS, did n. .t attack the pe.ple's demoeracy... The truth is that the peuple's
puwer was attacked by th.se vhuse interests demanded it - Ly th.use wh. expected that by

verthrowing the pecple's dem.orasy they would get back thelr lust fecturies, oatates
and banks -~ in shurt, the propersy which had briught them wealth. It was als. attacked
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by thuse whe exvected that with the help <f internal, reactiinary forces, and .f fascist,
Acriw-Crioss, and gendarme formatiuns brought into the country from the West, wheve sy
had %een kept in reacdiness, they c.uld stert 8 civil wor and recture 1n Hungary the s -
ealled 'free‘um! they covited se muoih - freed.m four the copivalistas tu Uppross the work-
ing people, put them intc shackies and exploit tnem."”

the Cown‘er-rey _I.LM.L}.J_.w

Kiss sald that the road foll.wed since 4th Ncvember had proved the o rrectuess
«f the Goverrnmentils polley. Fe went un tu resall that during the Octuber events, Geza
Los nogy tad basen € sp.cesman of ghauviniat and ant! -Scviet views in the Parlisment
Building. He continued: "The Nagy OGuvernment, having already vpted f r capitalist
restoraticn, decided wt ¢ number cf cther ¢ mreades on the evening -f 2nd Noveubsr t.
isava the bullding =nd as¢ for help. We 41d not return until 4th November, when we did
8C 1t was with the W rkor-Peasant Guverrment. T™e speatres of ecanitaliem have n.w
disaprosrod from the lobbles of Parlisment Buildire, and & new page in the history f
bullding sccialism i1n Wuncary has begun.”

In deaitnpg with antd-popular eloments, the Covernment was folluwing net only
Lenin's lece. but als. that of Kossuth: “If yiu are hit with a sture, hit baek with
ligntenting" THe s.unter-rev.lut!ion must be fought with all the severity .f the law,
but rthere mist be n. excesses, and the principle f sceialist leganlity must be asserted.
T day 1t was clear t. the entire working ropulation that the ecounter-rev.lution had
thrust the ¢ untry t. the brink of the abyss. The Party and the (cvernnent had seved
the pe.ple from catastr.he with the support .f the pevple and .f the friendly countries.

Referring tc the !‘decl.pleal e nfusion saused by the eéneny inside the larty,
Klu suld that even In the present diffioult times, the people were eble ¢ recognliss
thelr true leaders. Tiday there was nu d ubt whatever that Inre Nagy and hls group
gtecd ¢cundsmned before hlst.ry.

The plan of imperielist rescti.n to u.rt.am a state Cf ounfusion in Kungary,
had misfired. But the enemies .f the peuple's demveragy were now trying to explotte

the contry's very real ecun.min A3 Pfioulties. Kiss then paid special tribute to the
miners fur thelir cuntributicn t. the resturation of normal conditions, end seld that 1t
had been due largely to their herole stand that mass unempluyment had been averted in

Rurgary . He eomourred with the ucuuuo nnm announced by Kadar in his speech
“n the previvus dey.

The main task of the Nationel Assembly was to lead the country, wnder the
cuidan« v the recvrganised Party, tuwvards she sclution of 1ts economio problems. "On
more than one ceonsion," he eomeluded, "out popular Farty has given proof of 1ts vast
oreative puwer... I, therefore, dc nut 4 ubt fur a woment that by Joining furces with
the recple, and through 1te power, we shall sucoeed in uvercvming every difficulty, and
{n dbullding scelelism in Jur dear futherland.

"I approve the Ouvernment declarati.n, which maps wut the furthes progress [
cur Pecple's Repudlie, and acoept 1t on my cwn behalf and on bdehalf of my Party - the
Hungarian Scetlalist Werkers' Party." -

Spesch by Jance Peter

Kise was followed by Jance Peter, President uf the Institute of Cultural
Relations. He spoke of his emction on entering the National Assembly for the first
time since the counter-revolution. He thanked Dobl for his vivid account of the Octiber
events and of his personal experiences in the Perliament Building, and preised Kadar's
report on the events of the past six months end ourrent prodlems. He thanked the
leaders cf the Party and the Gcvernment for thelr bold decisicns end clear guidance, and

sald that in his present sphere of work he had many opportunities to meet forelgn visitors,

the first thing they ull seld wis how they sdmired the astonl shingly reapid re%ura %0
nurmal of the ccuntry's 1ife.
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-um.uudnuumc-ul-u-mmdunw
rarlismentary Wilon, “u-m"bu”.--u.mm
confimed to the countrise of the sooialist camp. Bvents in Mungary had eveled an eeho
ummm.”hu—bmmnuﬁum-pmun
socialime had finally trtumphed in Bangawy. e ended his speech by thanking the
mﬂ-acrutbummuwm-w”muhum
(Budapest 11,00 and 18,00, 10.5.57)

Mrj,0en, Pal Ilos on Bpegons for Amay's Ballee

Poorly miMMM“ﬁ“mwh&lﬂ. Ml Ilku
vere broadeast om the home service at 15,00 om 10th May., DBrief additions to this
metutmu-uvru-byﬂrhmutbmm.mmmwcut
for Hungarians in imerica at 01,00 on 1lth May.

Tiku satids "y wves 1t that the avey unfortunately could mot prevent the
counter-revolution, destroy the eounter-revolutionary Sroups. and smash She eounter-
revolutionary attack? This question must be angvered here before the ¥ational
Assemb ly. m.ormm.mmmupmcmm.mm Wre Magy and his
mhmdmtmxympoq:h'swutlmmm-mmwot
the people's power," A second reason was subversion, which had begun well before 23rd
Os tobar,

"Te third reason vas that mnmmzm-ﬂwunmmm
femy ococmmand, As events progressed, their subversive activities Decame more and more
openly comnected vith the Nwre Mgy grouwp's disruptive sotivities, But it must also
be said frankly and sincerely that the axwmy's motommp-nhautoﬂ- fact that
in a difficuilt and complicated situstion some officers vere found %o laek talent and to
be helpless and ¢ lunay.
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'mmmh.mwmruwuu-u“muwm
mh'omnhmhmwhwtm his is shown by She
mﬂmmm-ﬁomuhomnhuﬂ“ T™e gravest
mnmummmuqa-hu--ﬁa-“ummwanu-ur-
pevolution to be & ‘gloricus revelutiont, ¥hen the iiberating Soviet Asuy AgRin odme
ummmmum.nxmmmsnummtm
Vorker- Pessant w.-ola-nth-h“fu-ﬂumnt. despite
the fact that the countyy had alveady been virtually flooded by nations list-cheuvinist
tnoitement. But with the exception of & single anti-aireraflt unit, the ammy refused %o
obey Imre Eagy's owder, °

wmwmwmuoummmmmuﬂ
pecple's power, to the Humgarian fatherland which 1s building socialiss, ad S0 the
socialist ocamp, fhe hastily-formed regiments and formations of the publie oxder
rmuuhuhinhﬂdt.ud*d'...otﬂmdﬂ!pnundwu
umw-&-xw.duamw.ﬁﬂwu-m—n
they oould guarentee the military amnihilation of She eoumter-revoluticnary provovation
unaided. !“t‘l.““ﬂ“”“!“muﬁ
consolidation of 1ife end the remuption of predustion, I would like t¢ egsure eumrades
“h“dhﬂlﬂ““cﬂﬂﬁmtﬁﬁh“d
muﬁﬂhhﬁmﬂu—-dﬁm~~nﬂu
not be another counter-pevolution Im oup soumtry. - | } Au yirt % L

lespons of the Counter-revolutions Arwy Pursed

e g "he lessen for the army 15 She sume o8 for the fost of the verire: o
the question »f pover thete 1s no pom for dispute, there is no poom £ov osmparative




assesmments and the harbouring of dowbts, /inyone who ralses his hand against our
pedple's pover must be annih!lated, vhether an order has been given or not, The
leaders of the neviy-organised army are teaching the Feople's Army t0 carry out all
the orders of the Govermment of the pecple's power, The ccunter-revolution has
taught us that, should we ocome face %o face with an enemy vithout having received
orders, we must act on the basis of cur class oongclousness, and our loyalty to the
Peoples the ‘enenmy must de destroyed evem without orders.’

The reorganisation of the aray had been completed, Ilku continued, Officers
who would not sign & declaration of loyalty had deen demobilised, and those whom the
- revolution had shown to be unreliable had been removed from the army. The formation
of new units of recruits had begun, Hungary's participation in the Warsaw Treatly was
the guarantee of her independence and socialist constructive work,

Sendor Gaspars Workers did net Suppors Comnter-revolution

The next speaker was the trade union lesder Sandor Osgpar. Ascording to
Sanaries of his speech broadcast on the home service at 17.00 on 10th May and givem by
NIT on sthat day by the information service on lith May, he sald that the workers had
not only not supported the counter-revolution but had prepared themselves for the call
to action, Having sensed the danger, thanks to Sheir good olass instinet, they had
organised armed guards on thelr own initiative in most factortes, The ocvunter~
revolution could never have developed had Mmre Magy not deceived the vorkers and their

ieaders, and had they not been told by Mmre MNagy, a Communist Premier, that a glorious
national fight for freedem was developing.

ireduation Centestn apd Plece -retea

Gaspar denied that the productiom ocontests of the past years had deom useless,
Although there had been faults in them - material and morel revards had not been
sufficiently emphasised, for inatance - the _sooialist labour sompetitions had he lped
greatly to develop the country's productive foroes, and to raise the national inoome.
It had been from these competitions that the heroies of socialist labour had emerged,
In future, production sontests should be more "purposeful”, and should solve tasks
"dictated by life.” In future, not enly outstanding vorkers but other drave patriots
Who vorked wvell, would be given material and mowal revards, This should make the
scntests "healthier', The Precsidium of the Trede Uniom Couneil ves submisting
Proposals on a nev labour contest aystem to the Govermnmens, Ileationing plece rates,
he said that these should be atmed at and introduced throughout industey, Rxperience
bad shown that wages paid by the howr 444 not provide imtentives to the workers to
ralse sutput, or S0 improve their professiomal qualifications,

Discussing the unions' Sasks in strengthening the people'ls power, Gaapar sald
the Mrty and the Govermment had provided every opportunity for the working olass to
express 1ts will through the unions, Attentien must be patd to werkers' suggestions,
8dvice, and propossls, which should bepus into effest So improve production, out costs,
and make produotiem profitadle,

Sde_lomyash ond Fexene S By

B¢ lorvath spokes of the wntemad le situation in the factories of County
Gyocer-Scpron, vhere cwtput now amounted 50 only 79 per cent of the produetion of last
September, whils vages had risen by 20 per oent, The working ¢lass was
of abelighing swoh ancmslies, whioch wag all the more necessary simoe the cowntey eould
not for ever rely on the help of the friendly States.

The Houge greeted with loud spplauge the specsh of Farenc 2, Mgy vho made
s sineere declaretion of support for the Mevelutionary Worker-Peassnt Govermment", and
stressad that the cause of @001aiist comstruction comcermed mot 8 single Farty and not
the Ccssunists alone, but the entive Mumgerisn pecple,
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Bgr. Deresstocsy's Gualified )

The next speaker was Ngr, Nikios Beresstocsy, A recorded vmuﬁ“;t his
Speech was broadcast on the home servide at 18,00 on 10th May., He said:

"I have been greatly touched by the thoughts expressed by our colleague
Z. Nogy. 1In discussing the Govermment's report, I would like to answer the Qquestion
whether I, as a non-Party Catholic believer, can contribdbute anything of importance about
the report, without getting lost in detail and without losing sight in the cowrse of my

arguments the all-lmportant bdasic ideas., Ny answer contains two positive and two
negative points,

Two Reservations

"My first negative point 1s8: I do not follow the Govermment in its ideclogy.
As 8 Catholic bellever, I am not, and I shall never be, & nationalist, because without

repudiating my faith I canmmot be one, I must add that no one has yet asked me to be
one, '

Govermment decrees or laws, elther promulgated or to be promulgated in the future, if
they clash with my religious philosophy., Thus, for instance, I 41d not approve the
provisions of the decree known as the Abortion Decree, I may add that no one has 5o
far asked me to support it, either in the confessional or in the pulpit, Jdeoclogical
differences snd individual views arising out of 1deologies are irreconcilable,

Appeal for Tolerance

"My second hegative point is: I cannot support the Govermment by approving ‘

"There 1s nothing to argue about, I would cease to be & believer and the
materialist would cease to be a materialist if we changed our convictions, It may be
& missionary's task to bring such a change about, but missionary work must be done by
conviction, and not by hate, That is why it 1a possible to demand mutual frankness
and social friendship without abandoning one's princ¢iples;- that 18 why there can be
an accord that will dbulld the country and enrich 1ife, in all matters on which there ‘
is no clash of principle, This must be emphasised everywhere, in all details, and b
mutually., The principle of force must be rejpcted simultenecusly by both sides, and 3
the principle of Justice asserted, 4

“We can understand each other and help each other, Because there are common
pPositive basic opinions in our 1ives as well, and our task 18 $o look for amd to serve
the things that unite us, and not those that divide us,

ace C

"My first positive contridution 1g that I want to defend peace with sll my
might and devotion, I believe 1t is a matter of comsclence to contribute So this im
the interest of my country and of all mankind, It is not important to me who makes
8 proposal that achieves the consolidation of peace: I welcome the Soviet Alsarmament
proposals, Just as I welcome the West German scientists' statement in the astruggle
SgRinst nuclear weapons, She staggering warnings of Pope Plus XII, and the words of
Frof, Schweitser, All prove that the contingation of the nuclear tests, and the
poisoning of the world's stmosphere, will lead to the destruction of the present and
of future generations,

“We camnnot allow humanity %o rush to the brink or even the bottom of She
abyss through the outbreak of a new world war, Whether the issue 1s Jues, the
Bungarian October, the Jordan affair, or the quarrels of Central Americen States, I
am grateful to the forces which prevent of are preventing war, In our case it is
the USSa,




“One of the main duties of the Bungarisn Oovernment is to promote peace in
our country and in the world. The Bungarian Bench of Catholic Blshops, discussions
with which were mentioned in the Jovernmeant report, sssured the Government in its state-
ment of 10th April of 1ts support for the Government's peace efforts. It is ay
conviction that this also means the support of the remainder of the Catholic clergy
and of Catholic believers.

Aupport for Regime

“My second positive point 1s: I regard the present social order in Mungery -
the dovelopment of socialisa - as & stage in our historical development. That 13 why I
agree with another point in the statement of the Bench of Roman Catholic Bishops, which
condemns all attempts against the State sand social order of the Mungarisn People's
Republic. Soclalism 15 not a question of time or fashion.

"In recent decades, 8 variety of ideclogles was expressed by wearing shirts or
tles of a certain colour. The followers of the fascist regimes 4id not wear black,
brown, or green shirts, and thoss of proletarian internationalism did not wear red ties,
&t the behest of the masters of men's fashion: their apparel was an expression of the
stage reached by a country's population in the course of its development. During this
development there may be some who try to prevent or delay its normal course, but no one
can turn back the wheels of history. The result would bde only decadence and depstruction.

“That 1s why I was so shocked when, during the October events, vhen I was
abroad, I read Morthy's claim to the leadership of the Hungarian people, or Otto Hebsburg's
statement about his return to the royal throne. My faith in the sobriety of the Hungarian
people’s views was only confirmed when, on returning home in mid-November, I heard once
more what I had heard from & Czechoslovak peasant in Poestyen (Putnw)l ‘We 4o not want
to be the servants of the great lords again.'

t Catholice a

“The eight parties formed tn the autumsn '6f-'1ut'yur which called themselves
Catholic and proceeded to fight socialism, were not assoclations representing the Catholle
millions. In the past, and also since October, my constituents, frieads, and wy flock,
often asked me not to allow any political party to call itself Catholic, since the bitter
political controversies and struggles such parties were likely to be involved in would
seriously damage the religlous cause. Instead of having Catholic parties comsisting of
professiomal Catholiecs, and eareerists ... we wint to preserve she Catholic faith among
our flock, and among the non-Marxist masses, by displaying more humanity, by somscientiously
fulfilling our dutles, loving our fellow men, and thus %o make our socialist progress more
perfect. Hungarian peasants and wvorkers, and the thoughtful section of the Hungarian

intelliigenteia, do not want to stop on this road to progress, even less do they want to
reverse its direction.

Lerpsciion of Pest rrors

"It camnot be denied that there have been certain mistakes in the devs lopment
of socialism. Our compatriots suffered injury both as citiszens and believera. It 1»
everyone's wish and sndeavour that these mistakes should not recur. In that respect also
the Catholic masses have boen resssured by the Bench of Catholic Bishops, whish stated:
'The Bench of Bishops regards with confidence the Qovernment's efforts o liguidate the
errors of the past, and to repair the harw done. The success of these efforss will
improve the lot of the Nungarian pecple and strengthen socialism. There 15 no doudt

that the effect of these measures om Catholic believers, workers, peasents, and intelligent-
sia has bdeen favouradle,'

"As & representative of the clergy loyal to the peopls, I espress sy Shenks in
the name of my fellow priests and my flock for these Behsures, convinced that She comsolld-
ation of our mational economy and other favoursble developments will result im & further
improvement of the prosperity of owr people.
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1 “We huve heard the Government 's veport -end programse. Sincersly and openly,
%S have stated the negative points wiilch prevent us as non-Party Catholic believers froa
following the Govermment in certaln divections. At the same time, however, we have
stated ow falth that on two fundamentsl matters we can find owr place in the duilding
of the coumtry, and in the development of its prosperity in co-cperation with the
Government, The Government's report contained an expressien of confidence in the
industrious efforts of the NHungarian pecple t0 duild wp the coumtery, in their resolve
to protect their future. I express the same confidence in these qualities and efforts ‘
~f the Bungarian pedple. The feelings we have for the efforts of ocur Government would
be best expressed by the.concluding words of the Episcopate's declaration: 'We ask for
the Almighty's blessing on the success of the peaceful efforts of our people and
Government ' "

S

Antal : ) v

Antal Nagy, Deputy for County Szabolcsz-Szatmar, saild that the workers »f his
constituency were in the best position t)» appreciate the fsportance of Soviet aid, for __
the goods from the USSR were flowing through their County. "It is & fact that virtuslly . g
day and night - especlally since the October events - the traffic has become practically
8 One-way traffic bringing to our country goods and materials of grest value to owr
pecple's economy, It 1s not accidental that pecple in the region, in perticular in
the Kisvarda district, refer to the frontier station of Zahony as the 'Golden Gate' of
our country. We can see¢ for ourselves the effect of the agreement which was concluded
by the Hungarian Oovernment delegation in Moscow, TO mention but a few items: while
in March 1956, 13,126 wagons with 354,340 tons of goods arrived, not by any means a
small amount, in March 1957, 26,737 wagons brought 541,303 tons of goods, ineluding
49,000 tons of timber, 19,000 tons of erude oil, and large quantities of wheat, barley,
rubber, cellulose iron ore, coke, coal and fuel wood, and a lot of other things..

v “The evervhelming ms jority »f the wurkers in our County regard the presence
and help of the Soviet Army as a rrhndly. fraternal assistance, and feel ashamed that
we were not able to make the correct use of the freedom first received, 50 that we had
to regain it with the help of our Soviet comrades. It 4is the firm resdOlve of the
workers of our County te guard owur regime, the proletarian dictatorship of our Pecple's
Republie, so as to protect 1t against the recurrence of danger..." (Budapest 17.00,
10.5.57)

Isre Fodor; Utmost Severity Towards Snemies of the Regime

ATter paying tridbute to the help given by the Soviet troops on Sth November,
vithout which “"we would not meet in session here today, but many of us would rest in
-rh‘mmmthou-uaortbmmcbmo-‘lmm-,

would have subjugated the Hungarian vorkers, pesssnts and intellectuals”, lswe Podor,
Peputy for County Vessprem, said: "Redio Pree Burcpe and the fsperialist sireles

mnm.huo“h_ry. In ny opinicon ths Goverpment must
apply the utmost severity against the epemies of owr pecple’s democraey."” (BDudspest
12.00, 10.5.57) | : | o S .

A recording of the speech sade by Istvan Antos, u“dllhnu. wa s
broadeast as fellows (Budapest 18.00, 10.5.97):

w&mxm In the wake of the coumnter-revolutionary
m'hnu-tQuMuanMlQm In November
1”‘”**.&0“*““&“&.", n..unotﬁ-
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amount planned. Atﬁ--h.h&omnm-ﬂm.mm.h.u
“m_mhmotmwﬂ'—mmm.mu“
mwm:—p-—mm-mumﬁummmmunw.
Confidence in the cwrrency was shaken. The population sought to spend its meney at
onee. utuommummm-npa.nmucm-uh-mr
-uuu-n-nuuhonu-.mummn-—.uommmnm
by sbout 20 per cent. T™he menace of inflation became a sericus threat.

haudmmodmm.mmhtmdmm
wWwprising of the counter-revolution, was to thrust the eountry into an economic catas-
trophe, It um.uu”mu-m-m.-o in a eapitalist country,
soaring prices would have bdeen inevitable, and the process of inflation would have set
in, Our soclalist economic system, however, stood the test, even in that grave
situation,

The Sceialist Eoonomy Tested

"In the Hungarian people's soonamy the socialist sector predominmates. The
etocks of consumer goods, representing & total value of over 14 milltard forints, were
"ot in the hands of capitalist business men, but in the hands of soelalist, State-
Managed economic organs and, on the Government's instruction and despite the shortage
of goods, continued to remain assured at unchanged prices fixed by the State as pudlic
supplies,

“As 8 wonderful manifestation of international proletarian solidarisy, the
friendly socialist countries, the Soviet Union in the first Place, sent large gquantities
of food and industrial consumer §00ds 25 ald to owr country. These factors, the strength
Of the socialist system, the help of our friends, the Party's consistent policy, and the
correct measures adopted by the Government, have helped us in that most dAfriouilt phase,
and have enambled us, even during the counter-revolutionary events and st the time of
the strikes instigated by the counter-revolution, to preserve the stable purchasing
power of our curreney. ‘ : Ssa¥il I &

continued to be felt even after the resumption of production. The restoration of the
sarliier production level could omly be schieved by stages. This process was greatly
retarded by the coal and power shortage, and by the disorganised state of the factories.
Nevertheless, thanks to the sacrifieial efforts of the miners, workers and intellectuals,
the normalisation of economie 11fe made repid progress even Guring the first quarter, and
it was possible to reach 80 per cent of the eariler produotion level in the food industry;
86 per cent in light industry; and 72 per cent in heavy industry. The workers' ineome
and purchasing power, howsver, has not only approeched but has substantially execeded the
variier level, Dcu-l.nlmnm Wages have risen in all lrenches of the

mm&m.nmnmmo_m It is too eepily,
however, to declare that all 1s well in ouwr eoonomie iife, and that we have left all our
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produstion costs is to be found
fallen by more than 18 per cent
nearly 300 forints bigher than year.
situation cannot be mainteined for long. To emsble the workers to buy more and better
goods for their ineressed yages, to turn the greatest pessible propertion of the wvage
increases into an effective incresse in real wages At 1s indispensable that workers
should achieve at least the same output as defore in returm for the higher wages.

"Phe provisions of the plan bave reduced requiresents im spheres where earlier
unwarrented tensions existed im the productivity indiees which retarded production - the
textile industry, for instance. The ;lan'sprovisions comgerming productivity ave
completely realistic,

ofit-Sharl

"The Oovernment recently issued a decree about profit sharing ia factories,
which makes the entire personnel of the factories interested saterially in basic costs
reduction. Party and TU organisations in factories should explain this new form of
material incentives to the working masses, 80 that we may advance with the support of
hundreds of thousands towards increasing our economic production, Because of the
1imited nature of our investment possibilities, independent scticm and initiative by ow
factories 18 “articularly necessary, It is also necessary that, by bringing to light
reserves of production, by the attainment of a suitabdle range of products, and by improve-
ments in quality, output should be raised and the profitadility of production enhanced,

“Mhe greatest economic tension this year will be caused by 3 lack of balance
between foreign trade and the payments balance., The deficit is belng made good by
eredits granted by the Soviet Union and other friendly countries, end particular emphasis
aus®t be given to the tremendous brrt‘am. of the dssistande rqrumdd by the
50,000, 0% dollar foreign currency credit granted us by the Soviet Union, and the
2%,000,0% dollar foreign currency credit placed at our disposal by the Chinese Pecple’s
Republic. PFrom the credits placed at our disposal by the friendly sountries this year,
we mAy use up roughly 1,100,000,000 roubles. 1In the first quarter of the year we have
imported nearly twice the smount of our exports, and, in addition, we have had to pay
substantial debts whioh had fallen due to enterprises and banks in cepitallist countries.
In this way we have slready used up more than half of the loan givean us by the friendly
sountries, and for the rest of the year the credit means st owr disposal will be far
less than in the first quarter., This, of course, has been taken into aceount in the
plans, but 1t follows from this that from now on we must ralse our exports rapidly, »o
a8 to secure, from our own resources and as soon &8 possibdble, an equilibrium between
the foreign trade balance and the balance of payments,

"As soon a8 possible our exports must exceed cur lmports, and in this lles
ome of the most lmportant conditions TOr the normp) progress of the pecdle's economy.
As in production in ffémersl, profuction o0Sts cAnnot be & matter of indifference for
export; we must consider the relationship between dasiec costs and prices obteinable
abroad. Often we come across surprising and unwarranted proportions. The 25th April
issue of 'Nepszabadsag', for instance, in an article emtitled 'Hungarian silver',
declared: 'The beautiful "Pammonia® side-car is being produced on the comveyor belt,
In the opinion of foreign experts this model 15 years ahead of other motor-eyeles the
world over. Abeut 6,007 mave alrveady bdeen produced, but hardly any tan be found on
the home market because they are bought up repidly everywhere', This, of course, is
all to the good, but to this mirecle story the question should also be added: why is
the cost of the side-car, empert padking included, 85 per cent of the cost of the motor-
eyele Ateelf, when, on the world mavket, sidé cars, generally, cost only 85 per cemt of
the cost of the motergyele, and the difference 18 Sbvicusly paid not by the foreign
buyer but from the 3State Budget? sbadwed GINDABIGTIEW (7N v '
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ST wae S0 Genl with the thekd 00198048 with the Ssbublnes of » stadle
oquilidrium betwess purdhasing power a.d stosks, The balk buylig of agrioultural
muummmucmm.mh-m»mm. has been
Successful generally speaking., N0 Dlack market has Geveloped, and free market prices
Sinee Nareh have been lower than lest Jear. We must continue to ensure, in the first
Plsce through s correst economic policy, the prevention of the development of speculat-
mmummwuum. Should speculators emerge, we must not
Shrink from applying the forée of the dictatorsalp of the proletariat agaiast thea,

of

"It 1s one of the important obligations of the fiseal organs of the Councils
to assure the timely payment of tazes and arrears, ™e estadlishaent of a fim
equilibrium between purchasing power and stocks depends, of ocourse, decisively on the
development of agrioultural and industrisl production, Taking into consideretion the
éxistence of minor tensions in the Plaa's purchasing power bdalan¢e, even though it
reckons fully with production potentialities sand supplementary stocks, for the sake of
sssuring o stadble equiliveium, price corrections have become necessary within a narrow
¢ircle. The Oovernment endeavoured to avoid these price ecorrections having any bearing
on the dally goods requirements of the drosd Working masses, and, particularly to avoid

their effect being felt in the normal purchases of workers whose income does not exceed
the average wage, &

*The price inereases apply to articles sueh as motor cycles, bileycles, washing
machines, sewing machines, certain agricultural machinery, tools, and luxury articles.
As regards these articles, the higher prices are Justified so as to ensure the equi-

l1ibrium between demand and SUpply, The Qovernment measures also extend to certain
branches of the catering industry, :

' 'mm these price corrections into account, by the implementation of the

plan without fail, a stable equilibrium will be achieved in the balanee of stocks and
| i in purchasing power, which will make possible the Baintenance in the national economy

h of unchanged State prices, and realistte sgrioultural bulk-buying prices, and the

svoidance of the mendce of inflation which might disturd our economic progress.
The Nesd for Eeonomy

' "Pinally, 1t must be emphasised that in every sphere of State and soclal 1ife
the utmost economy 1s called for; economy possidbly on an unprecedented scale, Ald
the resources of the State must be mobilised in support of a higher standard of living,

It must be understood that SVery measure for which we have not provided the material

prerequisites in advance, will reduce the results we have already made to patse living
standards,

"I am convinced that the Hungarian working people, by fulfilling the people's
sconomie plan for 1957, will overcome those economie difficulties which still persist
and, by dringing to l1ight the ample reserves existing in our people's economy, will

ereste a firm basis for our suecessful progress along the road of scelalist
eonstruction,”

rra oa f

Deputy Gyoergy Perragi was reported (Budapest 18,00, 10.5.57) to have spoken
a8 Follows; :

"Honourable Assembly. What J want to speak about is the oft-repeated view
expressed in the Government declarstion that it vants to serve netiomal unity and the
further development of our political and sselal 1ife by displaying, in the future, as

it has done in the past, understanding towards those who have been misled and who are
in so-called 1declogiloal eonfusion,

k.



“Naturally, the poliey of jatiemce ean be considered as being a poliey only
when and 88 long as it 1s expedient, This cannot, of ccurse, be am end in itself,
and particularly, this sust not be a hackneyed phrase. We wish %o support our
Govermment in Shis poliey which, as we know, has already led many misguided people %o a
better understanding and So the correet road, the road of construetion, I ask our
Government and Party So contimnue this work. Let us bear in mind thet She bloody
infernal storm of She sounter-revolution has not only caused cur |eople maberial

damage amounting o Swenty milliard forints, but has alsc csused immeasurable damage
to men's souls.

"Let us bear in mind the fate f those truly unfortunate children who have
perished as a result .f the soul-poisoning ineltemeats or, torm from their parents, have
escajed abroad. Who is responsible for all thist For the butchering snd flight of
ehildren, the Herods of the counter-revolution st home and abroad are mainly respons-
idble, Sjeaking from memory, historians deseribe 8s the most inhuman Borror of the 12th
sentury the crusade which was launched by demented and .bsessed adults under the title
of the 'Gallaren's C.usade' tu recapture the Holy Land. 1 believe, Honourable National
Assembly, that historians will describe as .ne of the must oruel atroeities and utrages
of She 20th century the incitment by the unserupul.us gangsters - because this is what
We must call them in their own language - by which, under the slogan of a orusade and
with She soul-polisoning bluff cf chauviniss and anti-Soviet feeling, they have driven t¢
Geath .r intc the desert of exile, hundreds and hundpreds of Hungarian children frum the
beautiful and sweet Hungarian soil,

"And there 1s ancther thing I must speak about in this conmeetion, I ask the
Government and Party tc be humane, I knvw that in this request I am hammering cm cjen
do.rs, but I must add that by in speaking f humaneness, I do not sdvoeate a sham humaneness,
She phrases of whieh have been uttered by Tibor Meray and his ilk, Tibor Dcry ani his 1lk,
Gyula Hay and his associates, in the manner of the Pharisces only to polscn the soul of
the yuuth of Hungary. )

Quntribuelone b Western iress C.ndssned

"Severasl of them have nnu ndoptcd a sa-nnod better country. For s bribe
of dellars, the most dastardly of them all, Tibor Keray began to write a serles of lying
articles for 'Prenc-Tireur'; he began to tell lies first in the Petoefl Cirele, saying
thet 1 had been lying as regards the Yugoslav question; and now he is lying, It is
deplorable that Western cireles, and the 'FPranc-Tireur' - that spurious Trotsky-ist
Paper - should find space to print these filthy articles. But we know why. Because
°f the dollars - that 1s why (.ne name indistinet), Mersy, and Mr. Alpar do 1%, 4s @
Journalist - s Hungarian Journalist . I express my deepest contempt of this vile affair.
Honourable National Assembly, their comsciences are not troudbled in the least by what
permeates our consclence, the atsitude of ocur @Government, and the speeches made in this
Assembly. It is dlstressing for us to think of what is going to happen to those young
Hungerian men and women who are now in She refugee camps of the West, in the Foreign
Legion, and in foreign ammies, in the paws of the fasolsts and imperialists, when they
get to know what Western humanism end Nesterm demoersey really are.”

)

The remainder of the speech, of about two minutes' duration, was indistinet,

A1TH MAX

Conclysion of the Debate
h“u”'lﬂ”ﬂt“uﬂhh.“momm

Ronal, Preaident of the Assembly, was in the chalr, Two speakers, Mrs. Mihaly Berki and

amMm.muwmnmummummmuswu‘mmm
counter-pevolution. This brought the dedbate to a elose; whersupon Sandor Ropai ealled
ummumummmmhmu. (Budapest 11,00 and 18,00,
11.5.57) .

A recording of Eadar's m. the text of mu follows, was u-oumt by
Budapest radio at 18.00 on 1l1lth May, and repeated at 09.00 on She following day.
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Kadar's Spaech

"Honoured Neti ovel Assembly, desr comrades, 1 thimk ever's me followlng shis

dobete will agree with ne that 1t reflects oertein naw and healthy fesbures of our publlo

1ife. This debate, these speeches oh the report have been cherecterised by the fact
that they were not just formal, but touched upon the substence of Shings., Another
charsoteristio of the debste was that words have regeined their meaning. I shell not
forget & stetemont made by ouwr wiriters about 10 months ego, complsining thet words had
10st thelr meaning., My opinion is that the writers, including thoss whom we Justly
castigata and reprove, were right in ocertain respects. And when we recall what publle
1ife was Iin the past few yoars, we wust accept the statement that meny words hod become
divoreed from thelr content and substence, snd hed lost thelr meaning., If there is
anything charaeteristio of our present publie life, u is that woris nn regeined thelr
meaning .

"Wty many of us played sn aetive part in soceiel 1ife during the past few
years, How of%en 410 1t happen that at oconferences and meetings of one sort or ancther
we spoke of the dictatopship ¢f the proletarist, of the sevage hate of the bourgeolsis
brought stous by their loss of power, while the expressions themselves wvere divoraoed
from theilr mesning and substance. How often 414 we talk sbout 'the dlotetorship of the
Froleterist! <« without Shinking whet it means. By now, in this debete, and a8 & result
of the stormy and bloody October deys, ell our peuple have loarned the mesning of the
Pecile s power' and of the hate of the former esxploiting clesses thirsting for revenge.
The some is true with regerd to the meaning of the cther words.

"Mun Nrewn Together"

"Another charecteristic of this Mationsl Assembly 1€ human fellow-feeling.
I belleve thet here in the National Assembly there is no man cepeble of regerding
himself as substontially abuve everyone elsa. There 1s nobody emong us to whom we
must look up to with sdmiration, This may be wrong, but 1 think 1t is useful, Lecause
we have drewn olose to one snother,  we see wien tho other fellow 1 right, we slsc see
his mistikes, and I think that as & “rule We rcorghxlo ‘them, This 18 fortunate, This
is, moreuver, the unly way in whioch cclleotive wisdom ocan be - and to 8 eertain extent
is belng - asserted, that collective wisdom by which we Communists 88 2 Perty understand
the wisdom of the working class, the colleotive wisdom of hundreds of thousands of Facty
members. The wisdom of the people - and I believe that it is properly represented in
thls country - can only be asserted, if we heve She courege t0 listen S0 the words of
the pecple, take heed of theu, end express them.

Tidely Oritieisn

“In this debate there have been very meny sensible and %imely comments;
and 1f these have not been expressed in sherp words, they have nevertheless slmost
amounted to eriticism, When the Vessprem County miners' representebive sold Shat
it was not right that o eonsiderable part of the eight-hour working day should be lost
for our national soonomy, we eould interpret that ss oriticism, beocsuse the mensgers
eould have realised this earlier end, as the representative also steted, taken the
Necessary measures. Another comment of the ssme type was that of our friend 2. Negy.
who declared that relatively little was said about agriculture in the report, and
nothing ot all in the Pinence Minister's statement, Our new Pinence Minister can
take this as the first eriticism of himself, snd, I must 2dd, » Justified ome.

"Another question relsed, slso by my friend Z. Negy, was that 1% would bde
right if the producers' co-ocperstive movement and the agriculturel co-cperative
movement did not represent twu entirely seperate 1lines, and did not follow two
entirely separate paths. This question has been reised defore. The time will
come when wve shall pay mush grester sttention $o 1t. The mein troudble with owr
General agricultursl oo-operatives has been that, in the true sense of the word, they
heve not funotioned o8 co-operatives. The genersl ¢o-cpervtives oould be sslled
'seeondary State shops'; but the spirit of the co-cperstive movement is lbeking in
them, let us not try to find out through whose fault; but 1t is only maturel thet
this spirit sust be miu-od



"At present the position 1s thet, to the great satisfection of everyone we
have abolished the produce surpender system. We shall not restore it. Neturally,
this presents a new problem, 1 remember o poasant who oalled on ome of the County
distriet councils in Trensdanubis -~ I could not say off-hend which one - and ssked
if 1t wes true that the produce surrender system had been nbolished., It took sbout
half an hour to mske him understend that 1t hed in faet been adolished, then he asked
t0 see the official statement. The person desling with him happened to heve a copy
of the official letter, ond showed it to him, The peasant was convinced and made his
Way towards the door; then he turned baek. 'Well, this 18 el) right', he said, 'it
is all right that the preduce collection hes been sbolished; I am resssured about 1t.

But tell me, how will the town people be supplied with food?' A series of similar
questions followed,

Asrecment op Fupdementsl Issues

"It 1s » good and very important thing from the point of view of our people's
peaceful 1ife and further progress that full agreement reigns in the country's supreme
legislative body on these fundamentsl Questions, I em fully convineed, not only thet
this expresses the view, intentions, and will of the present 298 Deputies, but that the
vast majority of the Hungarian pecple agree on these fundamentsl questions, The sgree-
ment expressed on these main questions logically and rationally inplies that the sbsclute
majority of the National Assembly sharply condemns the policy pursued by the Imre Nagy
Government which, in the final analysis, betrayed the positiomn of the working class and

socialism, betrayed the people and the country's independence on all these fundamental
questions,

"We have heard nere many facts and critical Statements; and I must say frenkly
that these are @ refined and parliamentary version of the sharp snd severe oriticism we
heve encountered wherever the masses of the working people have gathered, And they
have been quite right, It 1s implicit in thelr views on mein questions - and they were
2lso explicit about it - Honourable Deputies, that 1t was inevitable and lawful in the
circumstances to set up a new leading orgen to go 1nto battle for the cause of the pecple
and to protect its vital interests. " 1If I:und.xl%oqd rightly what had been said in the
devete - and 1t would have been difficult to misunderstand it - the National Assembly
approves the setting up of the Revolutionary Worker-Pessant Qovernment smnd the main line
it has so far followed. I hasten to add here thet we, members of the Govermment, have
done what I mentioned in the last sentence of my report, The Natiomal Asseably has
given us the moral and political support indispensable to the Government for the sontinu-
stion of 1ts work, I thank you for this, Honourable National Assembly.

"The debate has reflected agreement on main questions; but also differences
of opinion on others, This, in my opinion, 1s Justified, ond will prove even more
useful later on, provided our internsl politicel development 18 healthy. There 1is
something solemn about our meeting of todsy. This is rightly so, Decsuse the Netional
Assembly has, in faet, drewn up the belance-sheet of a historie period, [Nevertheless,
in our daily work it will be unsvoidabdle that differences of opinion over eertain
questions sssert themselves even more foreefully. Why 18 this importsnt? I welcome
the speech of my Homoursdle fellow-Deputy Beresstoesy, who began by peinting out the
questions on whieh differences of opinion prevailed, Why 18 this » good thing? There
must inevitably be differences of opinion, but as Beresstocsy rightly emphosised, there
sre no 1declogical differences dividing the majority of Deputies, That there are
differences of opinion on problems 1s known to everyone in publie 1life; there are
differences of opinion between Communists and non-Communista, and also smong the
Communists., Among thinking people there are differing opinions; mnor is this wrong,
Whet 1s wrong 1s 1f we gloss over them, I believe that what we Communists think of
the Central Committee of our Party or of the nations]l lesdership of the Patriotiec
People's Front, or of any other socisl body spplies to » certain extent to the Nationsl
Assembly as well., |Here I 4o not went to recommend the Leninist principle of demogretie
centralism to the Nationsl Assembly; but let us see whet the proper proeedure is, The
proper procedurs 1s that & question should first be debeted, snd then » desision taken,
¥hen however, 2 decision hes been token 1t should be carried out in unity.”

" After turming briefly to ronl;h affolrs snd th of the value of Soviet-
Rungarisn friendship, of the growing strength of peeceful forces within the socislist
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Camp, and saying that the Wungarian Government "does not regard the overthrow of the
State order in Austris @8 one of 1te tosks", »e certain States, "for example the USA”
SPPear to consider 1t Pert of their progromme to overthrow the internal socis} order
in Mungary, Kadar Fe-stated Nungery's Support for pescefu) go-existence, snd vent on:

l! ﬁ'ﬁ! &t Authoritarianisms

"I do not think that this means that we are introducing s 'communist relign
of Serror', on the contrary, I should 1ike discussions to take Place and decigions
to be taken at the Proper time, so that then Ve can all start implementing the
declsion at the proper time, “

"Let us take another aspect of the Question, Although our sess!ion is a
Public one, and although owur pudlic is being made familiar with our discussions by
the Press ana radio, the problem still remaing; which 1s the better, to indulge in
argument here on a Question which has not yet been decided and on which our attitude
has not been formulated and then to stand united by our decision, or to sit here
With everybody Ppearing to agree with everything, and have eVerybody put a 4iffer
ent interpretation on things snd take a different 1ine the moment we leave the
Parlisment Bullding? I am of the opinion that those who further the cause of the
PeopPle express their views while a decision i being arrived at and once 1t has been

Srrived ot, deem 1t thetr duty honestly to Fepresent that decision outslde in thelr
deily 11fe ana work,

“Since the 1des WBSs Put into my head by wmy fellow-Deputy Beresttoczy, let
him not take offence 1f I use a simile, Cnce when I was Communist Party Secretary
in the 13th Distriect and We were talking sbout our Feminiscences, I said that the
Cancer of Party 11fe was the fact that at Partyy\meetings we behaved like bad Catholics -
do not take offencel What used to happent When we met, a cresture 1ike 3 Church
dignitary got up to Speak, sald what he had to 84y, while the rest of us listencd

*with plous attention, 9o keep to the $imila, what he said was things like 'Do not

Steal', 'do not be a Scoundrel', 'do not bde ® GSreerisy', Twork honestli!, and sc
forth; to which eVerybody sald 'Amen' and went 5Ut and 414 exactly the opposite of
what he had just been tola, Afterwards, to Put our consciences at edse, ve Communists
had our kind of 'confesston! - Self-criticism, There were people calling themscives
Communists who thought that, Just 1ike bad Catholics, they could 8in all the year
Found and at Bastertime 80 to confession to clear their consciences, and on the
Tuesday after Baster start sinning again, Theee peocple, too, sat among the Communists
and professed themselves Communists, listening to good advice and expressing approval
of 1t, working badly for a year or two, and, when called to dcoount, indulging in a
1ittle Self-criticism, and shen resuming their mistakes where they left off, Such
things canmnot de sllowed,* |

debate, and which 1 Shink should be answered Separately, At the same time, I ask
your indulgence for net dealing with every Qestlon ralsed; the fact that 1 shall
not deal with every question does not mean that they are not important; bdut 1t is

impossidle to snswer oVery important Question, We have heard the following question.,."

(Note the Question referred to by Xadar, and sald to have been raised by
three Deputies, was iﬂlltluu) heard; but 1ts substance 1is contained 1in the following
sentence derived from s short NTI summaty of Kadar's speech: "gadar deemed it necess-
ary to clarify certain points raised by several Deputies as to the reasons which, in
October, made the then loaders of the country fail to §ive explanations and clear
directives to the NASEes and the armed forces,")

| "What 18 the erux of the matter?® Kedar west oh. "I delieve in the
Fungarian working cldss, the Wungarisn vorking people, the Comsunists, the voldiers .
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end the police sufficiently to tell them framkly that the causes of the uncertainty and
impotence manifested during the October svents on the part of the messes, certain units
of the army, some of the Communists snd policemen are not to be sought in the masses,

We owe this much S0 our own people, Becouse when we say that the Hungarisn people
defended the csuse of socialism, 1t 15 Gospel truth, comrsdes. Here many historie
srguments have been reised, bDut we must state, comredes, that the historic merit goes

to the working class - I hope my peesant brethren won't mind my saying so - whigh, since
1918, has fought for the people's power and shed 1%s dlood in the fight and never devisted
from the cause, It was not by ohance and soinecidence that the Rungarisn people, which
had suffered severely under @ particularly wicked form of capitalism and the very power-

ful remnsnts of » medievel aystem, was the first after the Ruselanand Soviet (sic) peoples,

who had suffered under similar oppression, teo sohieve the power of the wvorking people.

In my opinion this 1is one of the most important factors 1n the just pride of the Hungarian
nauon. -

A Divided Lesdership in July

"Unfortunately, I have not been sble to give here & detailed acoount of my
personal experiences during the October days, They are interesting, 5till1, I
should 1ike to say something of them, If I take the leadership, then I must take
the leadership of the Party and of the country as one, I must say the following,
The leadership, the leadership of those days, consisted, fundamentally, of Swo seetions,
The one decided in July to eliminate the mistakes - and I am convin.ed that, 1f we had
followed the line adopted inm July, then, in one year, although not without internal
faults, differences of opinions, difficulties and friction, we could have remc¢died the
mistakes without major damage and sacrifices; this 1s an important factor, One section
of the leadership was guided by these aspirations and intentioms, I must state frankly
that this section of the leadership experienced serious troudle in those days, Speak-
ing for myself, I can say that 1t was difficult to understand vhat was happening in the
toncnt of events during those days, It was difficult to see one step whead, .0,
mt. was to be done, For this reason there was uncertainty in the smaller but better
section of the leadership., At the same time the other section also took part in the
leadership - and I must speak here of the ;ruup of Dr' loa the other ‘part which
we 414 not fully know at the time - I must say this becsuse I am not 1n 4 position %o
deny that I, %00, voted for Dure Nagy's becoming Premier and T never shall deny 1t,
because, despite his many faults, I was convinmced that he was an honest man supporting
the working class; 1t became clear only later tifat this was not so, This section of
the leadership was net, 1ike the other half, in ignorance of what was Rappening; they
knew what was happening, because they vere partly responsible for 1%, Thus, it was
not difficult for them to know what was happening. Consequently, they must have known
whet they wanted; and they were in & position by pressure to compel the obther section
of the leadership to co-operate with them in the uncertain situation for s while,

“rhat 13 how the situation was resached which was a disgrace to the leader
ship dbut not to the people, because im faet 1in every cormer of the country thousands
and thousands of our competriots, who saw more ¢learly then we what was going on and
what ought to have been done, waited in vain fér correct instructions and mms from
WS, That is how we came %0 the realisation where events wers leading uws, Although
$hings looked diffevent then, I was alse ceftain that the vast measses of She Hungarian
people would understand that we had to bresk away and to embark on the road leading
to & straight fight, I believe that the prestige of the leadorshlp does not mean
that 1t should keep silent about these things, dut that it should tell of them in a
straightforvard manner,

"I could not dwell at length in my report on that aspect of She OoSober
events which constituted a (tdanger) to mankind, Seversl speakers nentioned
this. 'The danger was great, DBoth of 1ts forms were severe, Ome of its forms
was the following: everyone knows that this counter-revolution was permeated with
the desire for inperislist send chuuviniet revenge, Bveryone knows this, Also,
everyone ¥nows Bungary's peculiar historie position, Hungery has five States &
neighbours, not a single one of which but whose territory includes an area which,
in the course of history, for & shorter or longer period, long ago or recently, hes
belonged to Hungary, HaE
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"This was the historic position. Ve are following the right road when ve !
reject nationallist and chauvinist revenge and, as far as this question 1s concerned, 3
return to the ideal of Kossuth, which was %o realise all our aspirations - the soclalist
ideal, peaceful and fraternal co-existence - in the form of a common struggle for peacs.
He approve of this, This is the meaning of the Hungarian People’'s Republie. Byt ;
those gentlemen care precious little for the Hungariam Pecple's Republie, If they had
come to power - and I am not exaggerating - Af they had only comsolidated thelr power,
which they could have dono in two or three weeks, they would have set the country

ablaze. Bven the dlind and the fe«dle-minded can see that. ‘
“There 15 also another form... This 1s the counter-Qovernment ('ellenkorwany') ‘
sot up in Transdanubia. ("This was not a scene from & Punch and Judy show), but a

blood-sodden historic fact. The purpose of she counter-Government in Transdanubls was
to turn Hungary intoc & second Korea; not quite in the same way, though, that is, not
into Soubh and North Hungaryj; they wanted a Western and an Easterm Hungary, and this
is whero imperialism sought $0 ecreate & new hotbed of war in the heart of Burope. And
there has never in the course of history been & local war in the heart of Burope; looal
wors have always developed into vorld wars. Thus, the warning by our fellow-Deputy
Janos leter was wall justified,

The Massee in Advance of the Party

“The question of the PPP (Patriotic People's Front) has also been ralsed here. ‘
I am not in a position Soday bto outline a programme or an organisatiomal structure for
the PPF. But I can refer to a historic faet. The PPFP grew out of the second world 54
war in the form of the Historic Memorial Committee ('Toertencimi Bmlekbimottsag'), the
Hungarian Front and similar organisations; these later became the Hungarian Independence
Front; the FPPP 1s the direct offspring of them. Of course, when 1% was bormn, it was
filled with a living meaning; there was no need to search for its meaning; At was
born as 8 national rallying movement on the initiative of the Communists - it ia not
Party pride that makes me say this, this 1s & historid fact. I think that while we
here sigh and say that the masses are looking shead with expectation to the future of
the PPF, the masses have in faot gone ahead of us, bdecause, vhat in fact has taken
place before our eyes since Yth November - the activisation of the public and political
life - weans that the masses are ahead of us end the outline and the nucleus of the
FFF have already been dorn in the form in whiech 1ife itself wanted it.

“There was, for instance, May Day, or, Af you like, the four meetings which
took place in Budapest. It 15 & well-imown faet that there are still reather sharp
argusents among our pecple; no one will tell me that all of She 7,000,000 sdults in
Hungary shout 'Lomg live the Socialist Workers' Pamty!' and 'Long live the Hungarian
Revolutionary Worker-Feasant Govermment!' There dre, in fact, views in this country
~4in opposition to the Governmemt. Ve are mot going to deceive ourselves by pretending
that there are nome. Dut the faet that, ot the call of the Revelutiomary Werker-
Feasant Government, at those four meetings in Budapest about - well, of course, flgures
allovw of argument - 100,000 or 140,000, but no, let us say 80,000 people gathered - of
course, no one counted them and we do not wvant to understate the figure but we are
certain that there were a8 least 200,000 peeple &t Sthose meebings, shows Shat there is
no doubt that, taking the country s & whele, about 600,000 or 800,000 people gathered
together. Pleass, compare the figures. The Nungarian Socialist Jerkers' Party bas
about 300,000 members: and the meetings called by the Party are attended by three,
four, or even five times a: many people As there are mesbers of the Party!

"Who are these people? They Are in part nen-Comsunists, honest workers,
pecsants snd intellectuals to whom the main thing 45 - and in wy viev this 4e the mean-
ing of the People's Front these days - to be united in condemning the counter-pevolution,
in defending the Pecple's Republic, and in building scoclalisn. And owr Sask - and
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maybe the special task of Comrade Apro who 1s at present in the chair and also & member
of the PPF - 13 %o camalise hlﬂmuﬁn the healthy “Nﬂn‘loh- in wy
, vl.pl slready exists among our people S0 revive the PPP,

'x—tumbnnul.-a.uh-nmtuumou.utun
to build socialism, 1s guite right. This goes without saying, I should also iike
to 8dd that I do mot want to get iavolved in Party questions; bdut I should like o
Say, 50 that there may de no misunderstanding, thet we sre Cosmunists loyal in our
thoughts to the Party who have always imown that the Party stands high; the Party 1is
not an end in 1tself; the Party's duty 1s to fight for the interests of the working
masses in accordance with 1ts sclentific ideclogy. The Party must organise, unite
and lead the people.

Realing with Workers' Discentent

"There were also other problems. Comrede Gaspar has spoken om the reasons
why there has been a certain measure of discontent among the workers, for instance
because they had not esnough influence in the sanagement of emterprises. There has
been discontent over other matters, such as the standard of living. I should like to
deal here with one 1dea, and that is the following; At comcerns the relatienship of
the leaders and the masses. I think in the first place that the leadership can only
fulfil its task if it never disregards the mentality and will of the masses. What 1s
required for this purpose? Pirst of all one must know the masses, one must be among
them, one must find out what the people are preocccupled with, and one msust give them
the answer. I have sgoken $o one trade union man who said that our trede union people
ought to mix more with the masses than they are doing at present. One camnot hide
from the questions put by the masses, there are always problems whioh preoccoupy the
mAsses, and they expect an answer to those prodlems and must get the answer from some-
body. If we do not give the answer, the enemy will give it, of course according to
his interest. We must thorefore be present among the masses; we should mot be afraid

of them, nor of thelr questions, bdecause if our standpoint 1is Just, we can safely
answer the passes.

- - - -
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"To that I must add that in my opinlon the task of the leaders is mot to put
into effect the wishes and the will of the masses - and Shis statement will sound
rather strange., In my opinion the leaders' task 1s $o realise the intevests of the .
masses, Why do I differentiate between the wishes and will on the ome hand, and the
intereet of the masses on the other? In the recent past we have encountered the
phenomenon of certain categories of workers acting against their own interests. What
15 the task of a leader in such a situation? Is it perheps $o wechanieally put into
effect the ipecorrect idess? 1Mo, 1t 15 mot, The duty of She leadership is %o
represent the interests of the masses, For this it 1s necessary to lmow She opinien
and vishes of the masses, and this must slvays e Saken inte scoount Lf « 8s 18 1s
Usually the case - it coimcides with progress; but if it does neb, then one must lead
the masses in the direction of progress, 4nd part and percel of this is that the man
Who claims to be a leader and wants S0 be vegarded &8s one - and here there 1s no
difference between the village leader and the counmtry's leaders as 1t is the same
honour %o be chosen as & village leader - Bust alvays have the courage to say where
the interest of the masses lles; he must do %o, whether he ummu. or
whether 1t at firet causes displeasure.

"In my opinion the masses will hive 10 tines more nqut for those leaders,
or, for that matter, for the leader who tells Shem that they are not right and then
later come round to his own point, than for those leaders who woo them and demagogiec-
ally try to gain their respect. Such leaders will later no longer he regarded as
leaders by the masses; they can only enjoy tewporary success. Leadership will have
authority only Af it always answers the Questions of the masses, slways bears in mind
th-mmuotmnmn.mmmm*mmmnoumum
moment . : o _ y :
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The Probles of Youth

"Sow for the problem of our youth, Whet happened to Hungarian youth during
the Ostober events 1s ¢ lesson for youth, but even more & lesson to adults . much more
80. W¥hat should the lesson for the adults de? It is this, Young pecple are always
inclined %o ideslise; fthey sre lcoking for i10esls, and sometimes those ideals are
perscnalities. That 1s ¢ law of nature thet we cannot slter. But to prevent 1ts being
sbused 1t 1s very importent that we do not 1dolise snyone in the eyes of youth, and that
we do not 1dealise 1ife's reslities. We must not forget that those young pecple on
emctional more than intelleetual grounds were adherents of the people's demcersey and of
the 1dea of sceialism; and Shey sew some oontradieSions. Soelalism In writing 12 »
wonderful Shing; bdut whet we never 5814 was that 1t was not yet with us, dut Just delng
born smid pain, struggles, troubles, difficulties, 8s every other new world, And IS
we told youth that the present waes socialism, we were not telling them the truth, ir
We spoke of personslities we made a mistake. It has ¢ shattering impaet on youth when
they suffer an emotional disappointment; and some of the young pecple found themselves
An @ situation in whioh they had to suffer such disillusionment, because they were strong
not on intellectual but emotionsl grounds only; end so they suffered & shoek, One
must always make only sparing use of big words and superlatives. That 1is my opiniom.
We must slways be very careful before we seyt the nost... DBecause we shall always
be called to scoount when 1t is shown that the thing 1s even less then medicere! Tr »
is & very important thing to wateh.

A Lesson from 1932

"In my opinion, however, there is no reason forf despeir, becsuse I rememder
the times of the Horthy regime - and please do not take 1t smiss - I have got 8 Shought
0 develop. In 19352 I was slresdy a member of the Communist Working Youth, At thet
tine the famous Oetvoes College Communist csse caused a sensation. The newspapers were
full of 1t sand - I am not aiming ot the Catholie Churoh in saying this . 'Nemzeti Ujseg'
and 'UJ Nemzedek' ocarried leaders whioh reelly mede one ory. And what they said vas that
the Oestvoes College case had proved that the youth of the ruling clssses was on the side
of the working olass. Whet was the ioteresting side of that case? A-soamunist youth
eonepirscy hed been discovered, with something like 47 members, and among those arrested
were the shildren of the best families in the country, those of landowners, fastory
owners, the son or nephew of the Budepest Assistant Commissioner of Police, the som of
& Bishop, snd sc on; end so 'U) Nemzedek' end 'Magyer Nemset' (sic) were right in
stating in despeir thet 'the Oommunists have snatehed from us our own youth',

‘I think what happened in 1932 1s neturel and Pight, 1% 18 the road of humen
progress that the pr gressive working class should win over to 1ts idess that part of the
youth of the ruling elesses wvhish supporss the good., The shnormsl thing 1s what we
experienced in the recent pestt that among the ehildren of the working cless Shose most
hesitent were Pocruited by the sounter-sevolution Snd fascisa for their side, for their
idess. Whet are Shose 1dess? TYou adults sitting here, you know those i1dees. Is thet
normal?  Is that possidlet Osn 1% b6 sllowed? Osn one sllow the idess of murder,
bloodsueking end robbing the netion of 168 independence, to gather under its flag os fev
85 five working ¢lass oF peseent ¢hildren? Wo, this cerinot be sliowed %o happeni This
Bust not be Pepeeted, and 1V fo wp 0 us sdults. Only sfterverds shall we heve the right
to sak the young pecple to drevw their lesson for themselves.

Tolerence not to Imply Weskness
“Hare there 1s encther question of an 1declogicsl mature I slso want to deal
with. Our Fellow-Deputy Pervegl mede the following elaim: 'The Govermment must show

Patience, humneness; ond let us show Shat the barriers sre hot down, neither here
Who Want to return are ooncerwed.' In ay opinion

Soncerned. IV Wist be poinbed out that the qubStion Involved 1s Shis: 'Whén we fight
Sgainet errars, we fight againet the errors and not the men'. Why 1s Shis ifsportant?
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and this 1s not good for the
ing against mistakes with no quarter
and with them the man who 13 the
carrier of those errors; but if he gives wp his exrrars, then he cen find his place
in (Tsoceiety).

"Unfortunately :h.u tolerance and humaneness must be supplemented by severity
for the gullty. And I will say here frenkly that we must look st @ ecase 2s whole and
see wvhat has been done against the pecple., Becsuse it is pot true that the 170,000
young pecple whce, in their first it of madness left the country, are epemies of the
Hungarian pecple. That is not so. Not a few of them have returnmed. But 1t is Just
28 much 2 secrifice fur the nation as if they had died. I em sorry also for those who
108t their lives on the other side of the (?front). This 1s why we must deal severely
with the guilty. The people’'s life is desrer to us than enything else.

Justice Must be Done

"In connection with this there are slsc certain warries; there ere some who
say 'what about the principle of legality, dietatorship of the proletariat?' and sc on.
'Will there nct be further triuble if we gc on punishing people?!' and sc on, I do not
think there 13 any Justification for such fears. Why? Pirst of all because if in the
past there were coses - and 1 am sorry to admit that there were such cases - of a man's
being singled out and declared gullty and then it was his task to prove it that he was
not gullty, this was a wrong starting point, as they might have invented some orime he
(?had never committed). But what is the position at present? Do we need anything
like that?! Do we need to look round and say: 'It is more than three weeks since 1
Saw an enemy; we have got to fight an eneny '? We are not in such & sitwation, in
such a poor situstion in that respect. There are here plenty of real anti-pecple
erimes which must be investigsted, and the (?gullty punished). Another thing is thet
no mistekes must be made. The first thing is to ges’at the facts and investigate them.

"Then again, I stress that it is the orime which must dbe punished and not the
man; and (7this mey be contradictory), but I must also say that for theee who have not '
committed a capital crime, the way back tc sceclety must be found. FPenalties must bde
severe, and if snyone has committed a capital offence, for that cepital offence he must
get what he deserves, VWhy? So that we may deter others who are not yet gullty as far
a5 orimes against the pecple are ooncarned. This is how we can preotisc tolerance and
humaneness without neglecting the obligation of defending the interests of the people.
If we do not arrest and punish ineiters, then we ape guilty towards those young pecple
whe tomorrow and next year will be smatehed from ws agsinst their own interests.

W

SAnd now f0r oscmcmie Satters. U oould 8ot g0 100 de0ails.  Wosk must
g0 on »ll the time, the National Assembly wil) heve o dedbete (two words indistinet),
which will be » gulding rule for future work., It is right that in addision So industery
agriculture and other sectors should be deslt with., I would Llike however to mention
the following. e heve been foreed So introduse & messure whish is not (tpopulaw)s
the authorities have been foreed to ineresse the. prices of certein srdicles. Well, I
see¢ the thing in $his light; we have reached » certain stege. HNow 414 we resch thet
Stage? There were messures by which the stenderd of living wee fixed pertly by lew
and partly decided by curselves. We must remember Shis: there were wopkers' sounoils
and vho knows whet other opganisations, at 2 time when there wes no centpel dirdetion;
they tock cheques, went to the Natiomal Besk for eesh, snd peid pecple sceording S0
their whimg. All this hed in some way 50 be legalised; Shere wos no slternstive, and
perhaps o sgt otherwise would not even have been right, Blsewhere wage inoPeases ond
the abolition of sompulsory deliveries were decreed by the Govermment, The pesult wes
8 oertain relsing of living stendards. Bow, of course, what we ave giviag is ¢ ditody
Pill: relsing prices makes things a 1ittle ditter and the ineressed priece of wine makes
its taste 2 little sour - that is true.




"But vhen some Sime g0 Ve are arguing vith these people - and there were first
of all smong the trade unionm people some who suggested halr-relising wage inereases and |
2lso ¥wrotes about Shem In the newspapers even without firet discugsing them - cveryone
was competing with sach other, everybody wanted o appear & good boy, snd I had a
11ttle argument with the comrades and told them this was not a good division of work.
Now when I talk to the trade unions, they only ecome forward with vage proposals; they
are the good ones, and we in the Government are the bad ones, When I talk t¢ the news- ‘
papermen, they argue about freedom and the right to oriticise and who knows what!| I '
have told them that this 1s not 8 good division of work; can it be Shat the task of the
Governmest 1s to make mistakes and the task of the newspaperman to write about thess
mistakes? Well, I certalnly do not want %o aocept this state as permapent; 1t mush be
supposed that even the Government can do something good, and even newspapermen can make '
8 mistake! There must be some equal ity in the division of work, as othervise I shall
have to change my Job and go over t0 the trade unions, vhere I am sure I should be able
tc compose a wage list such that nc Prime Minister in the vorld would approve of 1t
Or I shall become 8 jJournalist and point cut mistakes im sush a way that they will be
very hard to explain sway. And that 1s why this s not the right division of work,

A Tise for Self-Diseipline

"Well what 1s the troudle niwt We told the people at the timeg 'Lock here,
this carnival with all comf rts cannot go «n'., When they came and told us: 'We are
not geing to work' - these were n t the real representatives . f the workers, but
pecple whoe at that time cwld rej resent themselves as workers' representatives - 'until
this and that 1s done' we told them: 'Lock here, we arenct mine or fechory (wners; Af
you speak for the workcers then you are talking about yourselves; Jyou are not hurting
us 1f you 40 n.t work for three days . r a week, you are hurting yourselves.' Those
were hard times and they have thelir consequences. We had t¢ drav uj a balance-shect
and the result ¢f 1t was that adjustments ar« required, Should we ask for the wvages
to be rerald? That 1s impossidle; jpeople who live on wages cannct be asked for that, ‘
But som thing must be done to balance the relationship of wages, income, and goods,

Is it perhaps cur duty to su;ply - induetrial | roducdts .and _sctetises vine o the detriment
of the public at a price such that with every litre of wine we ocan hand as a national
gAift five firints to the man who 4Arinks the wine? Or in the case .f another article,
to let a fellow come, jut money .n the counter, and when he takes sway the article he .
has bought actually take 180 forints from the Ollh register from public momey for dolng
us the favour of buying the article?

"We must alec state that incressing prices is not a trend of our eeonomis
poliey; bdut on Shis ceeasion 1t was necessary to put thinges in order, and this 15 an
economic measure of the same kind ss others in the politieal field, And there will bde
order, and eooncmie 1ife vill Be restored to order., I Mhev that there would be many
more muxmuoqm“nnhmummoh!ohtmwn. or that
We Were redueing by 30 per cent the priece of certain artiscles; but our dusy 1» to
ensure the solidity and balance of our nationsl sconcmy, that vay we protect the
standard of living, This is why we had to take these steps.

"Well, 1n eonelustion, I see that Shere 1s confidence hee in the Government.

I adnit frenkly that this confidence i very gretifying and I 1ike 1t, I would also
1ike to state how we stand with our own (feppolmtments). At Jeast as far a8 I oo
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portfolics. Therefore 1t can only be with great satisfection that we see the
number of those giving their confidence o us ineressing, Ve camnct think of any
greater oompensation for this work then this eonfidence of whiech we alwsys vant to
be worthy. Even now there are some very decent people who awe still standing aside.
They approve of what we are doing, but they want to wait a little longer, until the
dirty linen is washed by us even whiter, and then they will put in an appearance
in the fighting arema as scon as eternal pesce bas alreacy set in! There are sdoch
pecple; we are not angry with shea, I am oonvinced that they will help as their
consclence and their loyglty to She people requires it, Ve are not rushing them,
because our pleasant experience is, that sinee the Government is helping, fighting
and working, every day there are more and more people supporting She Govermment
sctively. And as far as we are concerned there eould be no greater revard for

our work than that. Our wish 1s to be able $o Justify this confidence in us.

When I meet pecple they greet me and look at me in sweh a way that I am quite
seared, because all their louve, grstitude and confidence imposes responsibdbilidies
wWhich could not easily ever be fully satisfied. And so I thank you for the
sonfidence which was expressed here, and I would like you to approve my report

and support the Goverrment in 1its struggle.” :

Other Farliamentary Business

F , t

The Blll ;roposing to extend the Assembly's mandate, submitted on behalf
«f the Legal, idministrative, and Judiciary Committee by Kalman Pongreecsz, drew
attention to the fact that the Assembly's mandate would expire on 17th May 1957,
and tc the fact that Article XVIII of the Comstitution stated that the National
Assembly could declare an extengion f its mandste for a definite periocd "in the
évent of war or  ther exceptional circumstances". Budapest redio, reporting this
(19.10, 11.5.57), said that "the ¢xecpilonal circumstances which arose after 23rd
Oetober 1956, and to which the preamble of the Bill refers, Justify the prolongat-
ion Of the National Assembly's mandate by two years. .Artiocle II of the Bill
statas that the mandate of the Presidential Ocuncil uf the Republic is valid on
the eleetion (f the Council by the Nationsl Assembly.” The Bill was given a
third reading after Imre Ahscz and Kalman Nagy had spoken in its favour,
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Amendmenss to the Constitution of the Bun . arian People's Republie were
pT posed in a Bill submitted by Erik Mclner, and reported by Budapest radioc (19.15,
11.5.57) as rollows:

"Faragraph XXII of the Constit.tion will bde supplemented as follows: 'The
highest .rgan of the State administration is the Couneil of Minigters of the Peuple's
Republie, the Hungarian Revolutiomary Worker-Pessant Govefmment, !

"Paragreph XXIV is replaced as follows: 'fhe Ninigtries of the Bungarisn
Feople's Republie are 1isted in 8 separate lov.' The preasble to the BIll states
that this modiffication is necessary bdecsuse the former Paregraph XXIV 1ists, the
Ministries of the Mungarian People's Republie, and 1n the past Deesuse of this, in
every case of Qoverrment recomstructiocn, which in substance d1d not iavolve any
modification of the Comstitution, it had bdeen Necessary to alter the Paragraph XXIV
of the Constitution acecordingly,

"Paragraph LXVII of the Constitution deals with the coat of arms of the
Hungarisn People's Republic. Aceordingly the ccat of arms -f She Hungsrian
People's Repudlic 15 & red-white-green (two indistinet words) shaped escutecheon
on @& light Blue background, supported on both sides by Wreaths of wheat, In the
left-hand wheat wreath there 1s o red-white-greén ribbon, in the right-hand one 3

red ribbon. The five-pointed red star on the top cf the estutcheon emits rays of
& golden ¢olowr,
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“Paragraph LXVIII is modified as follows: 'The flag of the Hungarian Pecple's
Republic 18 red-vhite-green in ¢.ltur.' This modification dispenses with the necessity
to show the national eccat of arms on the flag. The .reamble states that it 1s not
necessary that om the flag, vhich 1s 1tselr the cfficlal emblem Cf the State, the c.at-
«f-arms, which 1is alsc an official luto onlu. should be shown." /

forrgeti n:

In Summary Part IIB, Nc.827, p.7 under sub-heading “New Deéputies”, seccnd
paragraph, instead of "The Assembly apprcved these changes and elected the foll wing new
Deputies un the recommendation cf the PPP", read: "The Assembly approved these chenges,
and elected the fullowing as new members of the [residentis) Coungil., on the recommend -
aticn uf the PPF: Karcly Kiss, Karoly Olt, Jancs Peter, Perenc (?Cnpngl) and Andras
Szobek .
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