A_Repatriage’s Story

The Budapest broadcast for Hungarians in Westcrn Burope on 15th May included
the first of a series of talks by Andras Varkony, & former contributor to 'Szabad
If jusag', who recently returned to Hungary from Austria, whence he had fled in
November, Varkony said that persoral experience had taught him that his decision
to leave the country had been “rasty and prompted by irresponsibility, and led only
to homesickness and & bad conscience". He hed "Joined the ranks of those who
wvanted a demoeracy that would prevent repetition of past. nistakes"”, dut like many
others, he bad pot realised that "I wes influenced by principles dlametrically .
opposed to our aspirstions” .- By the end of October, "when they were hanging people
in Republic Squere and committing murders all over the town"”, he had realised his
mistake. "I sav that it was the Soviet Army that saved the pecple’s democratie
regime - my regime - not $0 say my Mife,” '

When be fled the country, believing that he would thus Jeave his prodlea
behind, he bad tried to resch & relative of his abrosd, but "I eould have obtained
a visa only if I had put myself at the disposal of Radio Pree Burope and broadcast
for them - that 1s, committed treason”., After many vicissitudes in Austria and
Italy, he had "realised the superioprity of the pecple's democracy - its humaneness
and humanitarianism. Some things thA¥ Ere matural 4t home are revolutionary Over
there, as for instange the right to work, squal pay fof equel work, and so on.”
He had also witnesped the exploitetion of workers and extremes of wealth and
poverty in Italy, Ne sdded: "I don't say that everything abroad is bed; in
_many ways they are shesd of ws. Dut thers 1s something in the air there that

makes it heavy qven for those who are better off thanm we are at bome - something

stifling, vnbearsble, Our journey, believe it or not, has taught us to appreciate
the pepple's demoerpey,” . = ol |
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