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Munich, 17 NDecember 1981 (PAD/de VWewdenthal)

Today, December 17, marks the 11th anniversary of the workers!
riots in ~dansk, Szczecin, and several other coastal cities. “ore
specifically, it was exactlvy on 17 December 1970 that tha Paliash
povernment declared a state of emerpencv in the count»s, That sten,
as well as the news of brutal attacks bv nolice and militarv. troors
on workers, led to a nationwide »rotest movement. The ensuine
turmoil contributed to a thorourh chanee in the narty and eovernment
leadershin, forced a chanre in official nnlicies, and established
the workers as a notent, albeit then still unorranized, nower in
the countrv's molitical life,

Yo one could douht todav that the events of 1970-1271 paved
the wav far subseauent successful workers' nroteats arainst the
covernment and. nartv nolicies -- for examnle in 1976 -- and even-
tuallv served as a swmholic foundation for the establi-himent af
Solidaritv in 1980, That much was fullv acknowledeed b the orran=-
izers o0f the pamular lahor movement when thev commemnrated the
strueprles of the 1970s bv erectine a monument tn the unrkers who
had Fallen in December 1970, The ceremonial unveiline nf the
monunent took nlace on 16 Necember 1980 in ~dans)l. Tt was attencded
bv renrecsentatives o€ a1l social erouns and institutioan~, includine
the authorities, the Church, anl the Polish Apms., Preaidine oven
the ceremonv, Solidaritv's ton leader, lech "alasa, said that "the
monument exoresses the rirht to the recnenition of the dienityv of
man, the richt to the sense of sacrifice of thase to whom we 1re
now pavine homag=a," (1) :

This vear, Solidarity had once arain been nrenarine to come
memorate the events of 1970 hy staeine mublic demnnstratiens 'n
nanv cities throuchout the countrv; The decision waz taken at the
last meetin of the movement's Nationa) Commission in “dansk: it
was not to be implemented, however, Today, “ollowineg last Sunday's
announcement bv Ceneral "njciech Jaruzelski, the commpunist nartw'e
top leader, of the imnosition of the state of emersencv, the situa=-
tion has dramatically chaneced, l.ech Walesa i2 in Adetention,
folidaritv's leaders are beine held in various 33ils and "isnlation®
camps, and the armv i5 runnine the countrv under the terms of a-
"state of war.,"

As i€ to nrovide a fittine reminder of the current situation,
so different from thnse of either one nr eleven wears acro, the
newlv established Militarv Zouncil of lNatimnal Salvatisn issued a

snecial statement on Necember 16 reiceratine its eoals and nhirctives,

Thevy included an Affirpation 6Ff their resnlve "not tao return to the
methods nf rovernment and the ferms 0f sncial life that nrevailed
hefore Aurust 1980," The 21 seninr militarv ~ncficers +ho are

(1) See J, B, de Mleudenthal, "Pnland Asserts Tta Identitwv," ©»AD

Backeround "enort/313 (Doland), Radin Tree Turene Research
29 Necember 1980, = ' 2
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members of the council proclaimed that "there must not and there
will not be anv retreat from that nrincinle." (2)

, At the same time, the council defended the current restrictions
on civil liberties "as necessarv, since the nrncess af »enewal had
been underrmined b7 fnorces that wern nnnesed tn sncialism and the
stability of the state." Tt then went on to sa' that "31s5 anarchv

is A contradictinn to demncracv, a decisive clamndam nn lau-
lessness and anarchy is the firqt conditinn foar recumine aeain the
nrocesses of renewal and refopm,"

Arouine that the onlv motivation behind the wo=triction=s
was "the welfarc nf the entire nation," and nromrisine that "once
order and lecalitv are attained, reforms will be continued with
Aview to restructurine the mechanisms of social and nolitical
life in a manner that will be even broader and mare comnrehensive
than before,” the council declared that it was "determined to
act for a radical resntoration of the countrv's life." As i€ ta
provide a clue to its methods of imnlementine that eo0al, the
council cited cases of "isonlatin~" neonle whom it resarded as
resnonsible for the crisis and of "nureine" the annaratus of nowen
of those who were "dishenest or incanable" of dealine with the
reauirements of the situation.

This affirmation of tourhness was combined, howevnrr, with
an anmarentlvy anneasine nromise that "the council remains determinad
to continue the line nf accord with everv sncial frarce that
stands for the sunerinr interests of the socialist Pnlish atate.”

To convev the imnressinn that the militarv leaders mean
business, the statement was issued arainst the backeround of
several executive instructions, in which the nfficers ordered
the rovernment to "verifv the suitabilitv of administrative ner-
sonnel at all levels" and called for "a thorouech insnection of
the activities of those economic bodies that were recently nut
under direct military control." (3) TFurthermnre, the council
praised the activities of the "militarv onerational srouns that
have been workine throurhout the country" and let it be known
that "on the basis of their instructions, it [the councill ordered
the removal of peonle who had nraved ‘incanable of efficient work
from their nositinns in state administration."

It is still too earlv to assess the nerformance nf the cnuncil
in runnine the countrv because there i3 still no nrecise informi-
tion about what is hannenine in Poland. 1t is clear, however, that
until now most of the measures taken by the authoritien are
basicallv restrictive rather than creative. The activities of

(2) Radio War=aw, 16 December 1981, (&aﬂf}

(37 1Ibid.
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various sncial bodies, auch as labor unions, have heen "~usnended"
as have thnse of several Cathelic orsanizations (Pax, the
Christian Secial Asseciation, and the Palish Secial Cathnlic
Inion). Schools and universities are closed, newsraners. and
neriodicals are alan closed in the majoritu of caseq, and nuhlie
meetines have simnly heen hanned, ‘'iow And with wham aerecements

could be made to nrnduce even the semblance nf an "accord" remainas
An onen auestion. ,

_ Instead, the main emnhasis in the authoritins’ activities
seems to be .on makine arrests, Tt i3 still difficult te ascertain
the number of nennle affected hvy detention, arrest, and "protective

internment." The authorities have nublished martial 1ists on

those detained, but these lists are obviously Iimited, and, in
Some cases, inaccurate, (4) Thare iz little doubt, however, that
thousands of individuals have been "igalated" fram the ~nnulation
and deprived of basic human and civil richts. Ho srecific charmes
have vet been made asainst anv nf the allered culnrits and there
are stroner reasons to helieve that none could or weuld he preferred,
Indeed, the neonle detained anncar to include renresentatives of
all social esrouns and nrofessions. Arone them are Golidarity
leaders and activists, includine Tech Walesa himself, but alsn
former dissidents, intellectuals, artists, writers, students,
workers, neasants, and nerhans even innncent bustanders whe
hannened to cross the lines of the nolice and military draenet,

Ouestions arise, in fact, as to the motivation behind the
mass arrests. At first -lance, it could annear that the author-
ties are bent on containine the notential or actual activities |
of anvone who could even vapuelv be susnected of nonosition tn
or criticism of the emercency rule. Considerine the relatively
wide nublicitv riven bv the official media te the arrests, it is
possible to arecue that a major motivation for the action is to
instill fear in the public that anv move. arainst the autherities

would be promptlv and severelv nunished. Ry contrast, any act

of either sunnort or comnliance with official nolicies would he
notentiallv rewarding. In fact that point has alreadv heen made

in various declarations issued bv the authorities, marticularly

in the initial statement by the military council on Necember 13,

(4) . The list of peonle detained that was issued bv Radia W
on December 16, for examnle, contained the name of ht
Chojecki, who is currentlv renorted to be in the
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Whether this approach will prove effective, however, is hard to
say. It is true that two Solidarity activists, 2dzislaw Rozwalak of
the Poznan region and Wojciech Zierke of Slupsk, have already been
guoted in the media as having recanted their previous activities and
having given their support to the current military rule. (5) These
were only isolated cases of compliance, however, and seem basically
- insignificant in light of the silence of the more than 9,500,000
members of the labor organization. :

Indeed, they contrasted sharply with the repeated reports, also
provided by the official media, of numerous dismissals of factory
managers (including the managers of large plants in Warsaw, Wroclaw,
Tarnow, and Gdansk) and administrative officials (several voivods and
town officials). No detailed information about these dismissals has
yet been provided, but in many cases the radio said that those removed
had "failed to fulfill their duties adequately, particularly in the
current conditions /of the state of emergency/." (6)

There is, of course, no full and comprehensive information on
the general public reaction to the measures. Even so, both the offi
cial reports and sporadic dispatches from Western press correspondents
seem to indicate that numerous and repeated strikes and industrial
protests have been and are taking place throughout the country. 1In
some cases, police and military units have been forced to enter the
factories to remove workers. It is not clear whether violence was
used, but there are widespread rumors that there might have been some
degree of brutality on the part of the police.

It is equally unclear whether those actions will succeed in .
returning the country to a "normal" state of economic operations and,
if so, how much time would be needed to achieve that state. One
thing is obvious: after five days of emergency rule, the situation
in Poland remains confused and full of doubts and uncertainties.

One important element is a reported statement by Catholic Church
leaders in which they expressed strong criticism of current official
policies. The statement, which is to be read from Church pulpits on
December 20, was said to have decried the situation in which "the "‘
entire nation is terrorized by military force." Signed by Poland's
Primate, Archbishop Jozef Glemp, the statement expressed clear sup-
port for Solidarity, which, "by defending the rights of the workers
is indispensable in returning the balance to public life." The state-
ment called for official permission for the "free activity" of
Solidarity's leaders and condemned the fact that "numerous activists
of the labor movement have been interned. The internments are wide-
spread," the document went on, adding that "they include workers,
people of letters, of science, and students." The statement also
said that "in numerous enterprises strikes have been proclaimed." (7)

- Turning to the Church's role in the present situation, the relig-
ious leaders noted that "the Church is jointly responsible /with the
state/ for the nation . . . and its mission is to defend human rights
and human dignity." They then went on to say that "beginning today,

(5) Radio Warsaw, 16 December 1981. (a: / :

(6) Ibid., 15 and 16 December 1918. :
(7) As quoted in The Washington Post, 17 December 198l.
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the Church must take positive action." This action, which would
be based on the principle that "the episcopate will not renounce
the rights and achievements of society as a whole -- these are
irreversible truths," and the conviction that "the nation will not
step backward and cannot give up the democratic renewal that has
been announced in the country," concentrated on three aspects:

a. "The freeing of prisoners. Until their libera-
tion they should have humane conditions of
imprisonment, for we know of numerous excesses
concerning the imprisonment of certain people, , . .

b. "The revival of the labor union and, above all,

~  of Solidarity's . . . statutory activity., This
implies that the free activity of the chairman
and the presidium of the labor movement is per-
.mitted."

". . . all the faithful are to pray for the unity
of the nation and peace in the country."

It is clear that this statement was both a strong criticism of
the military regime's current policies, as well as the methods of
implementation of those policies, and an equally strong endorsement
of the recently growing movement of social self-organization, a
movement best exemplified by Solidarity itself.

There is no way of predicting the potential impact of that state-
ment on the public or on the political leadership. But it is impor-
tant to note that the Church has always been perceived by the Polish
people and foreign observers as a moral and religious institution
commanding widespread respect. It is also important to remember that
the Church has been effective in containing social turmoils in past
times of crisis, such as 1956 or 1971. Perhaps in recognition of
that traditional role, the current military leaders have refrained
from any explicit attacks on the Church and even used a sermon by

Archbishop Glemp, who appealed for social peace on December 13, in

their own appeals for public order.

The episcopate's statement is even more significant when one
views it against the recent remarks by Pope John Paul II delivered
on December 16 during a general audience at the Vatican. Having.
expressed his concern about the current situation in Poland, the
pope observed that "the Poles, as a nation, have the right to live
their own lives and to resolve their own internal problems in the
spirit of their own convictions, in conformity with their own cul=-
ture and national tradition." He then added that

These problems, understandably difficult, cannot
be resolved through the use of violence . . . ;
it is necessary to return to the road of renewal,
built through dialogue and respect of the rights
of every man and citizen. This road is not easy
for well recognized reasons, but it is not impos-

sible. (8) 4,’7).
7 /

(8) Reuter and UPI, 16 December 1981,






