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BATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEFTING

The Nati.nal Assembly sessel.n which begean cn 9th May ¢ ntinued -n 10th and
1lth. The ssembly did n t debate the Budget whish had been f.recast !n earlier
rep.orts. (m 10th May Kadar's réepurt was debated, and un the fclluwing day Kadar
reglled t. the rdebate. Bills t pr.long the Assembly's mandate and t. amend the
¢ .nstitut! n were passed, and the H use adjourned in the afterncon uf 1lth May.

1OTH MAY

Tie Debate .n Kadar's Rep rt: Emtct_l._hi Karoly Kisg

When R.nal .pened the meeting .n 10th May, he announced that 1) Deputles had
askel t speak 'n the debaté .n Kadar's repurt, and called un Karcly Kiss to make the
‘irst speech

A ree rded exce 't f Kiss's speech was br adeast _n the h me service at 18.00
n 10th May; brief summarles and excer|ts were glven at 11.00 _n the h me service, and
bty MTI n the same day. The full wing version coumbines all three s urces.

Cupter-rev.jutl .nar les C.nfuged the Ispue

.

Kiss begant "We are assembled here tuday fur the first time since the
launehing .f the deadly atteck un the State ul .ur werking pecvple - cur .e.ple's
Republile bullding sceialism. Wh. were the attackers, and why did they sttack the
e ple!'s State and 1ts s.clal .rder? Bef re the ¢ unter-rev: lution of 23rd Oet ber,
and in its early days, counter-reviluticnaries .f variuvus kinds suecessfuily ¢ nccaled
the'r aims behind 2 sm ke-screen. The enemy ln his attack un the w.rkers' p wer
managed t. biur the sharp .utlines of the great achievements of 12 years of c.nstructive
work . He persuaded pecple tu believe fur a while that thuse i2 years had been wasted.
Revisi_ nist Journalists, whc had statbed the Perty in the back, helped tu spread this
view, but everyune in the euuntry nuw kn.ws that the workers' puwer was attacked by
internal reacticnary f rces enj.ying the active suppurt «f fureign imperialists. Thelr
murder us attack was prepared and supp.rted by traiturs within the Party - members f
the Imre Magy-Los.nezy group”.

Workers Did Nut httack Rexime

"It 1s true that the enemy managed tou decelve many wirkers fur a while, but
it was untrue that the workers, wh. had the pecple's puwer tu.thank for their llbereti n,
the nat! nalisatiun cf the means of pruduetion, the ablliticn f capltalist expl itatl n,
the laying f fuundatiins cf suwe'alism and pesceful revilutiun, had lifted their hends
against the pe.ple's » wer". The village wurkers, who had their alliances with the
working class to thank fur the distributi.n .f the land, the abolition of the reign f
the banks, the eliminati .n .f the .ppressive gendarmerie, and the establishment _f
m dern MTS, did n .t attack the pe.ple's demoveracy... The truth is that the peuple's
puwer was attacked by th.se whuse interests demanded it - by thise wh. expected that by

verthruwing the pecple!s dem.oraey they would ges back thelr lost facturies, estates
and banks =~ in shurt, the property which had briught them wealth. It was als. attacked
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by thuse whe expected that with the help cf internal, reactiinary forces, and .f fascist,
rrow-Crioss, and gendarme formations brought into the country from the West, where they
had been kept in readiness, thev cculd start a civil wor and recture ia Hungary the g.-
called !'freetum! they ecvited so muocin - freedum fir the capivalists to uppress the wirk-
ing people, put them intc shackles and exploit tnem.”

The Cown‘er-rev.luti.n aprd 1ts sftermath

Kiss sald that the rcad followed since 4th November had proved the ¢ rrectness
-f the Governmenti's polley. Fe went un tu recell that during the Octuber events, Oeza
Lis . neey had been sP.kesman of echauviniast and anti-Soviet views in the Parliament
Bullding. He continued: "The Nagy Guvernment, having already cpted f.r capitallst
restoration, decided wi & number of cther ¢ mrades cn the evening -f 2nd November t.
leava the bullding and asg for help. We 41d not return until Yth November, when we did
80 1t was with the Worker-Peasant Quvernment. The speotres of eapitaliem have n.w
disappearcd from the lobbies of Parlisment Pulldirpe, and & new page in the history . f
bullding sccialism in Huncary has begun ."

in deailng with antd-popular elements, the Government was folluwing nct only
Lenin's awdvice, but als. that of Kossuth: "If you are hit with a sture, hit back with
ligntening". The scunter-rev.lution must be feught with all the severity .f the law,
but rhere must be n. excesses, and the prinelple (f sueialist legallty must be asserted.
T day 1t was clear t. the entire working pupulation that the ecuunter-revolution had
thrust the ¢ untry t. the brink f the abyss. The Party and the Gcvernment had seved
the pe.ple from catastrorhe with the support .f the people and .f the friendly countriecs.

Referring tc the 1decl.gleal e.nfusiun caused by the enemy Inside the farty,
Iiu sald that even in the present diffiocult times, the peuple were able tu recognise
thelr true leaders. Tiday there was nu d ubt whatever that Inmre Nagy and hls group
gteod condemned befure hist.ry.

Normalisation of the Eevnomy

The plan cf imperislist reactiun to malrtaln a state of eonfusi.n in Hungary,
had misfired.  PBut the enemies .f the pesple's demucrsoy were ncw trying to expluit
the contry's very real escun.mia A!ffisulties. Kiss then paid speclal tribute tc the
miners fur thelr cuntributicn t. the resturation of normal cunditions, end sald that 1t
had been due largely to their heroile stand ﬂut mess unewmployment had been averted in
Bungary . He eonourred with the econumie n.n.n announced by Ksdar in his speech
on the previvus day. _ .

. The main task of the Naticnel Assembly was to lead the country, under the
guidance .f the recrganised Party, tuwards the solution of 1ts economio problems. "On
more than one cocasion," he comeluded, "out popular tarty has given procf of its vast
ereative puwer... I, sherefore, dc nut d ubt fur a Woment that by Jeining furces with
the peuple, and through 1te pover, we shall sucoeed in cvercoming every difficulty, and
in bullding socelelism in sur dear . futherland.

"I approve the Government declaration, which maps wut the further progress .f
vur Pecple's Repudlie, and accept it on my cwn behalf and on behalf of my Party - the
Hungarian Sceialist Werkers' Party." :

Speech by Jance Peter

Kiss was fcllowed by Janoe Peter, Fresident uf the Institute of Cultural
Relations. He spoke of his emotion on entering the National Assembly for the first
time since the sounter-revolution. He thanked Dobi for his vivid sceount of the Octcber
events and of his personal experiences in the Perliament Building, and praised Kadar's
report on the events of the past six months snd eurrent problems. He thanked the
leaders of the Party and the Ouvernment for thelr bold decisicns and olear guidance, and
sald that in his present sphere of work he had many opportunities to meet furelgn visitors,
the first thing they ull seld was how they admired the Sstonishingly repid revurn to
nurmal of the eccuntry's life.
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Parlismentary Union, wuﬁmmhum.h-u.mm
confimed to the countries of the sooialist ecamp. Bvents in Bungary hed eveled an echo
mmmm.”h“mmmuﬁuw-pmm
socialise had finally trtumphed in Rangawy. e ended his speech by thanking the
mmsrwm:rm.mdwmmwmmuhum
(Budapest 11,00 and 18,00, 10.5.5T)

M2i,0en, Pa) Iloa on Boejono fop Amy's Bailee

Poorly m:mmmmmwmwnj.m Pl Ilku
were broadeast om the home service at 15,00 on 10th May. Brief additions to this
whnnpututtn_lﬂtmlﬂﬂlhmnunmm.uﬂmth-umdcnt
for Mangarians in America at 01,00 on 11th May.

Tiku saids "VWhy was 1t that the ammy unfortunately could not prevent the
counter-revolution, destroy the counter-revolutionaPy groups. and smash She counter-
revolutionery attack? This questiom must be angwered here before the National
Assemb ly. Gne of the reasons, and the most tmportant one, was that re Magy and his
mbcwoanctmuﬁ-pcophilp“utluoww-ﬂn-dmoﬂot
the pecple's power," A second reason was subversion, whioch had begun well before 23rd
Ostobar,

"mhe third reason was that there were treitors and imperialist agents in the
Army ocommand, As events progressed, their subversive activities became more and more
openly connected with the Bure Mgy arowp's disruptive sotivities, But 1t must also
be saild frankly and sincerely that the army's wmmmwnm to the fact that
in a difficult and complicated situstion some officers vere found to laek talent and to
be helpless and clumsy,

fowy loyel

'hﬁ.‘oh.hlﬂmrum”mnn“mhwm
people's power in the mhmuﬁhwtm This is shown by the
moves most Mmmuwmmmhumm The gravest
mnu-umwmmupam-ﬂnamummmmouﬂn-
pevolution to be & ‘gloricus revelubient, ¥hen the liberating Soviet Army Ggain odme
to the Mingarisn werking people's aid, following the Pequest of the Rvvolutiomary
Vorker-Pessant Govermment, Mure Nagy gave the asmy the shameful order $o Pesist, despite
the faet that the countyy had alveady beemn viztually flooded by nationa ligt-chauvinist
tnoitement. But with the exception of & single amnti-aireraft unit, the army refused %o
obey Imre Wagy's ocwderw, ”

'umsmumtﬁﬂnmhm-ﬂmmn-nm
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socialist cemp. ghe hastily-formed regiments snd formations of the public order
rwuluidmwlpdmd...'otﬂmﬂmnnu-dmcﬂto
mwwmiw.-ﬁuum“.“ﬂwhumﬂ
they oould guarentee the military amnihilation of She ¢oumtor-revelutionary provovation
unaided. l“numunmu-ﬁnmmuum
eonsolidetion of life end the resumpticn of predustion, I would like to egsure eamrades
Mmmuhpmmmammmuﬂmuwu
mnhmr-ﬁlmﬂm-dhm”hnﬂu
not be another counter-revolution im oup soumtry. = | I Aoy i L

lessons of the Counter-pevolutions /Amy Rursed
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assesmments and the harbouring of dowbts, /nyone who raises his hand against our
pecple's pover must be annih!lated, whether an order has been given or not, The
leaders of the mneviy-organised army are teaching the Pecple's Army ©o earry out all
the orders of the Govermment of the pecple's power. The counter-revolution has
taught us that, should we come face to face with an ememy without having received
orders, we must act on the basis of cur class eonsclousness, and our loyalty to the
peoples the ‘enemy must be destroyed evem without orders.,”

The reorganisation of the army had been completed, Ilku continued, Officers
who would not sign a declaretion of loyalty had been demobilised, and those whom the
revolution had shown to be unreliable had been removed from the aray., The formation
of new units of recruits had begun, Hungary's participation in the Warsaw Treaty was
the guarantee of her independence and socialist congtructive work,

Sandor Gaspers Workers did not Suppors Comntiepr-revolution

The next speaker was the trade union leader Sandor Osspar, Ascording o
sumsaries of his speech broadoast on the home service at 17.00 on 10th May amd givem by
MTI on shat day by the information service on lith May, he said that the worders had
not only not supported the counter-revolution but hed prepared themselves fop the ocall
to action, laving sensed the danger, thanks to their good olass instinet, they had
organised armed guards on their own initiative in most factories, The counter-
revolution couldnever have developed had Mare Magy not deceived the workers and their
leaders, and had they not been told by Imre Magy, a Communist Premier, that a glorious
national fight for freedom was developing.

Ereduotion Oentestn apd Plece-retea

Gaspar denied that the productiom contests of the past years had beon useless,
Although there had been faults in them - material and moral rewards had not beem
sufficiently emphasised, for inatance - the_soeialist labour competitions had helped
greatly to develop the country's productive foroes, and to raise the national income,
Tt had been from these competitions that the heroies of socialist labour had emerged,
In future, produstion sontests should be more "purposeful”, and should solve tasks
"dietated by 1ife." In future, mot only ocutstanding wowkers but other drave patriots
Wwho worked well, wvould be given material and mowal revards, This should make the
tontests "healthier’, The Precsidium of the Trade Uhiom Couneil was submitting
Proposals on & nev labour contest system to the Government, Ieatioming plece rates,
he said that these should be atmed at and introduced throughout industry, Rxperience
bad shown that wages peid by the hour d1d not provide imdentives o the workers to
reise sutput, or to improve their professional qualifications,

Discussing the unions' tasks in strengthening the pecple's power, Gaspar sa!d
the Party and the Govermment hed provided every opportunity for the working olass to
express its vill through the unioms, Attention must be patd to workers' suggestions,
advice, and proposals, which should beput into effest to impvove production, ocub costs,
and make production profitadle,

de_liowvash and Ferene Z. Maay

&m*e&-&nnum:-ummmww
Gycer-Scpron, vhere cutput now amounted $0 only T9 per cent of the prodwetion of last
September, whils wages had risen by 20 per cent, The working ¢lass was surely ocapable
of abelishing suoh ancmslies, which was all the more necessary simoe the countay eould
not for ever rely om the help of the friendly States.

The House greeted with loud appiauge the speesh of Fewene 3, Magy vho made
"a sincere declaretion of support for the Mevelutionary Worker-Peasant Govermment”, and
stressad that the cause of soolalist comstruction comcermed mot & single Farty and not
the Communists alome, but the entire Mungarian pecpls,
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Hgr, Beresstocsy's fled .

The next speaker was Ngr, Mikios Beresstocty, A recorded version of his
Speech was broadcast on the home service at 18,00 on 10th May, He said:

"I have been greatly touched by the thoughts expressed by our colleague 3
Z. Nagy. In discussing the Govermment's report, I would like to amswer the question
whether I, as a non-Party Catholic believer, can contridute anything of importance about ;
the report, without getting lost in detail and without losing sight in the course of my
arguments the all-important basic ideas. My answer contains two positive and two
negative points, - 1

Two Reservations

"My first negative point 1s: I do not follow the Government in its ideoclogy.
As a Catholic believer, I am not, and I shall mever be, & nationalist, because without
repudiating my faith I cannot be one, I must add that no one has yet asked me to be
one, %

"My second hegative point 1s: I cannot support the Govermment by approving
Government decrees or laws, elther promulgated or to be promulgated in the future, if
they clash with my religious philosophy, Thus, for instance, I did not approve the
provisions of the decree known as the Abortion Decree, I may add that no one has so
far asked me to support 1it, either in the confessional or in the pulpit, Ideological
differences snd individual views arising out of 1deologies are irreconcilable,

Appeal for Tolerance

"There 1s nothing to argue about, I would cease to be a believer and the
materlialist would cease to be a materialist if we changed our convictions, It may be
conviction, and not by hate, That is why it 1s possible to demand mutual frankness

a missionary's task to bring such a change about, but missionary work must be done by
and soclal friendship without abandoning one's prin¢iples;” that 18 why there can be
an accord that will builld the country and enrich 1ife, in all matters om which there
is no clash of principle. This must bde emphasised everywhere, in all details, and
mutually, The principle of force must be rejgcted simultenecusly by both sides, and
the principle of Justice ssserted,

“We can understand each other and help each other, Because there are common
positive basic opinions in our 1ives as well, and our task 1s to look for and to serve
the things that unite us, and not those that divide us.

ace C a

"My first positive contribution is that I want to defend peace with sll my
might and devotion, I believe it 1s a matter of comsclence to contribute to this in
the interest of my country and of all mankind, It is not important o me who makes
8 proposal that achieves the consolidation of peace; I welcome the Soviet Alsarmament
Proposals, Just as I welcome the West Qerman scientists' statement in the struggle
against nuclear weapons, the staggering warnings of Pope Pius XIZ, and the words of
Prof, Schweitzer, All prove that the continuation of the nuclear tests, and the
polsoning of the world’s stmosphere, will lead to the destruction of the present and
of future generations,

“We cannot allow humanity to rush to the brink or even the bottom of She
abyss through the outbreak of a new world war, Whether the issue 1s Sues, the
Hungarian October, the Jordan affair, or the quarrels of Central American States, I
am grateful to the forces which prevent or are preventing wer, In our case it is
the USSR,
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“One of the main duties of the Bungarian Government is to promote peace in
our country and in the world. The Bungarian Bench of Catholic Bishops, discussions
with which were mentioned in the Oovernment report, assured the Government in its state-
ment of 10th April of 1ts suppors for the Oovernment's peace efforts. It is my
conviction that this also means the support of the remainder of the Catholic clergy
and of Cathollic believers.

Aupport for Regime

"My second positive point is: I regard the present social order in Mungary -
the development of sociaiism - as a stage in our historical development. That is why I
agree with another point in the statement of the Bench of Roman Catholic Bishops, which
condemns all attempts against the State and social order of the Hungarian People's
Republic. Socialism 1s not a question of time or fashion.

“In recent decades, a variety of ideclogles was expressed by wearing shirts or
tles of a certain colour. The followers of the fascist regimes did not wear black,
brown, or green shirts, and those of proletarian internationalism did not wear red tles,
8t the behest of the masters of men's fashion: their apparel was an expression of the
stage reached by a country's population in the course of its development. During this
development there may be some who try to prevent or delay its normal course, but no one
¢an turn back the wheels of history. The result would be only decadence and destruction.

“That is why I was so shocked when, during the October events, when I was
abroad, I read Morthy's claim to the leadership of the Hungarian people, or Otto Habsburg's
Statement about his return to the royal throne. My faith in the sobriety of the Hungarian
people's views was only confirmed when, on returning home in mid-Novembeér, I heard once
more what I had heard from a Czechoslovak peasant in Poestyen (Pistyany): 'We do not want
to be the servants of the great lords again.'

t Catholic 2

"The eight parties formed in the autumn of:1ast year which called themselves
Catholic and proceeded to fight socialism, were not assoclations representing the Cathollc
®illions. 1In the past, and also since October, my constituents, friemds, sad my flock,
often asked me not to allow any political party to call itselfl Cathollc, since the bitter
political controversies and struggles such parties were likely to be involved in would
seriously damege the religious cause. Instead of having Catholic parties comsisting of
professional Catholics, and eareerists ... we wint to preserve the Catholic faith among
our flock, and among the non-Marxist masses, by displaying more humanity, by comscientiously
fulfilling our dutles, loving our fellow men, and thus $o make our socialist progroess more
perfect.  Hungarian peasants and workers, and the thoughtful section of the Hungarian
intelligentsia, do not want to stop on this road to progress, even less do they want to
reverse its direction.

Seorzection of Pest Grrors

“It cannot be denied that there have been certain mistakes in the development
of socialism. Our compatriots suffered injury both as citisens and believers. It is
éveryons's vish and endeavour that these mistakes should not recur. In that respect also
the Catholic masses have boen reassured by the Bemch of Catholie Bishops, whish stated:
'The Bench of Bishops regards with confidence the Government's efforts to liguidate the
errors of the past, and to repair the harm done. The success of these efforss will
improve the lot of the Mungarian pecple and strengthenm socialism. There 1s mo doudbt
that the effect of these measures on Catholic u;unn. vorkers, peasants, and intelligent-
sia has been favourabdle,'

“As 8 representative of the clergy loyel to the people, I express my thenks in
the name of my fellow priests &nd my flock for these measures, convinced that the comsolld-
ation of our mational economy and other favourable developments will result im & further
improvement of the prosperity of our people.

ahode A : -



i “We hmve heard the Government's veport -end programse. Sincersly end openly,
we have stated the negutive points which prevent us as non-Party Catholic believers from
following the Govermment in certaln directions, - At the same time, however, we have '
stated ouwr faith tiat on two fundamental matters we can find our plmce in the building
of the country, and im the development of its prosperity in co-cperation with the
Government. The Govermment's report contained an expressien of comnfidence in the
industrious efforts of the Hungarian people t0 build wp the coumtry, in their resolve
to protect their future. I express the same confidence in these qualities and efforts ‘
nf the Hungarian pedple. The feelings we have for the efforts of our Government would
be best expressed by the.concluding words of the Episcopate's declaration: ‘We ask for
the Almighty's blessing on the success of the peaceful efforts of our people and
Government ' "

Antal 3 _nf Soviet A

Antal Nagy, Deputy for County Szabolcz-Szatmar, saild that the workers of his
constituency were in the best position t» appreciate the importance of Soviet aid, for )
the goods from the USSR were flowing through their County. "It is a fact that virtually . 4
day and night - especlally since the October events - the traffic has become practically
8 One-way traffic bringing to our country goods and materials of great value to our
pecple's economy, It 1s not accidental that people in the region, in partiecular in
the Kisvarda district, refer to the frontier station of Zahony as the 'Golden Gate' of
our country. We can se¢ for ourselves the effect of the agreement which was concluded
by the Hungarian Government delegation in Moscow. To mention but a few items: while
in March 1956, 13,126 wagons with 354,340 tons of goods arrived, not by any means a
small amount, in March 1957, 26,737 wagons brought 541,303 tons of goods, ineluding
49,000 tons of timber, 19,000 tons of crude oi1l, and large quantities of wheat, barley,
rubber, cellulose, iron ore, coke, coal and fuel wood, and a lot of other things...

" "The everwhelming me jority »f the wurkers in our County regard the presence
and help of the Soviet Army as a friendly, fraternal assistance, and feel ashamed that
we were not able to make the correct use of the rrndu Cirst received, so that we had
to regain it with the help of our Soviet comrades. It is the firm resOlve of the
workers of our County te guard our regime, the proletarian dictatorship of our Peocple's
Republie, s0 as to protect it against the recurrence of danger...” (Budapest 17.00,
10.5.57)

1
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Isre Fodor; Utmost Severity Towards Bnemies of the Regime
m.rmtmt.hhb;imwttht“luiﬁb‘or,
vithout which "we would not meet in session here tofay, but many of us would rest in
unmarked graves and the enemies of the Hungarian pecply the capitalists and landlords,
would have subjugated the Hungarian vorkers, pessants and intellectuals”, Imre Podor,
Deputy for County Vessprem, said: "Radio Pree Burcpe and the lsperialist oireles
accuse the Revolutiomary Worker-Pedsant Government of undue rigour, alleging that
Arrests are going on oontimuously in Hungary. In my opindon the Goverpment sust

apply the utmost mmmmmw-—:mu'-m {BPudapest
12.00, 10.5.57)

-l
A recording of the speech made by Istvan Antes, “Mdm.ul
broadeast as follows (Budapest 18.00, 10.5.57): 3 '
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amount planned. nu--u-.ummnmmuuunltupm
“m-fnhmnnmmm“cmm.Mh“
mmmm-—mm-mhmmummmmnnm.
Mhmoinmmmm. The population sought to spend its money at
onece, ummmnwmzm-nm.mumunmomr
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by about 20 per cemt, ly.mottmmm-mhuﬁ-t.

manummnnmm.mmmumm
uprising of the counter-revolution, was to thrust the eountry into an esconomis catas-
trophe. It 1s safe to assume that in similer ciroumstances in a capitalist eountry,
soaring prices would have been inevitable, and the process of inflation would have set
in, Our socialist economie system, however, stood the test, even in that grave
situation,

The Soelalist Boonomy Tested

"In the Hungarian people's soonomy the socialist sector predominates. The
stocks of consumer goods, representing a total velue of over 14 milliard forints, were
not in the hands of capitalist business men, but in the hands of soslalist, State- ‘
managed economic organs and, on the Government 's instruction and despite the shortage
of goods, continued to remain assured at unchanged prices fixed by the State as publie
supplies.

"As & wonderful manifestation of international proletarian solidarity, the ‘
friendly socialist countries, the Soviet Union in the first place, senmt large quantities
of food and industrial consumer §00ds a5 aid to our country, These factors, the strength
of the soclalist system, the help of our friends, the Party's consistent poliey, and the '
correct measures adopted by the Government, have helped us in that most diffiewlt phase,

and have enambled us, even during the counter-revolutionary events and at the time of
the strikes instigated by the counter-revolution, to preserve the stable purchasing
power of our currency. ' ; T 8 A & ek s ‘
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continued to be felt even after the resusption of production, The restoration of the
earlier production level could only be achieved by stages. This process was greatly
retarded by the coal and power shortage, and by the disorganised state of the factories,
Nevertheless, thanks to the sacrifieial efforts of the miners, workers and intellectuals,
the normalisation of ecomomic life made repid progress even during the first quarter, and
it was possible to reach 80 per cent of the sariier produotion level in the food industry;
86 per cent in light industry; and 72 per cent in heavy industry. The workers' income
and purchasing power, however, has not only approached but has substantially exceeded the
varlier level, Follewing Governsent measures, wges have risen in 81l lvenches of the
reople's economy, and the adelision of conpulecry produce delivery assures & ocomsiderable
inerease in inecne for the working pessantey., In the eircunstances, the satisfasti~n
ormmmunummn-m"mam"nnom

however, to declare that all 1s well in our ecomomie 1ife, and that we have left all owr

difficulties behind us,

Mmu.mmtmnmmuu.ummcmu
wummlo'uu-n-upmtnlmmmbmm
utummmn-snur-tmnmtm In ny opinion, it is that from
manmmm“ummw
m;,mmumm. Is that possiblet The provisions of the plan
ecorrespond to this obJeotive, ™he equil
eoonomy 1is nihulhmhofmlbuu,. Correet Govermment resolutions, however, are
mumxmmtmmmmunuqum.m. The fate of the plan will
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be @sclded in the factories apd he fie)ds, and depends on the daily purposerul and self-
“Iﬂohgcﬂ'ulfﬁ.mmh What is important, is not only how much we

produge, but also at wbet cost, In the first guarter of the year the lovel of basic
costs in industry was 14 per cent higher tham last yesr. The main reason for high
produstion costs is to be found in that productivity in the sanufecturing industry has
fallep by more than 18 per .‘uowlwm:rmlotm,m is
nearly 300 forints bigher thap last year. Bveryone sust understand that suesh o

situation cannot be maintained for long. To emsble the workers to buy more and better
goods for their ineressed yages, to turn the greatest pessible proportion of the vage
increases into an effective inecrease in real wages it 1s indispenssble that workers
should achieve at least the same output as before in returm for the higher wages.

"fhe provisions of the plan bave reduged nus.nunl in spheres where earlier
unwarranted tensions existed im the productivity indices which retarded production - the
textile industry, for instance. The plan'sprovisions concerning productivity are
completely realistic,

ofit- r

"The Oovernment recently issued a decree about profit sharing ia factories,
which makes the entire personnel of the factories interested msterially in basic costs
reduction. Party and TU organisations in factories should explain this new form of
material incentives to the working masses, 50 that we may sdvance with the support of
hundreds of thousands towards increasing our economic production, Because of the
1imited nature of our investment possibilities, independent acticm and initiative by our
factories 18 "articularly necessary, It is slso necessary that, by bringing to light
reserves of production, by the attainment of a suitable range of products, and by improve-
ments in quality, output should be raised and the profitabdility of production enhanced,

"Mhe greatest economic tension this year will be caused by 8 lack of balance
between foreign trade and the payments balance. The deficit is belng made good by
eredits granted by the Soviet Union and other friendly countries, and perticular emphasis
must be given to the tremendous impertance of the Essistande rqrumd by the
50,000,070 dollar foreign currency credit granted us by the Soviet Union, and the
25,000,0% dollar foreign currency credit placed at our disposal by the Chinese Pecple/s
Republic. Prom the credits placed at our disposal by the friendly eountries this year, '
we may use up roughly 1,100,000,000 roubles. In the first quarter of the year we have
imported nearly twiece the amount of our exports, and, in addition, we have had to pay
substantial dedbts whioh had fallen due to enterprises and banks in capitalist countries.
In this way we have already used up more than half of the loan given us by the friendly
ecountries, and for the rest of the year the credit means at owr disposal will be far
less than in the first quarter. This, of course, has been taken into aceount in the
plans, but 1t follows from this that from now on we must raise our exports rapidly, so
as to secure, from our own resources and as soon a8 possible, an equilibrium between
the foreign trade balance and the balance of payments,

"As soon a8 possible owr exports must exceed cur imports, and in this lles
ome of the most important condivions Tor the normsl progress of the pecnle's economy.
As in production in Fémersl, profuction c0sts cAnnot be & matter of indifference for
export; we must consider the relationship between basic costs and prices obtainable
abroad., Often we ocome across surprising and unwarranted proportions. The 25th April
issue of 'Nepssadbadsag', for instance, in an article entitled 'Hungarian silver',
declared: 'The beautiful "Pannonia” side-car is being produced on the comveyor belt,
In the opinion of foreign experts this model 15 years ahead of other motor-eyeles the
world over. About 6,007 have alveidy been produced, but hardly any éan be found on
the home market because they are bought up repidly everywhere', This, of course, is
all to the good, but to this miracle story the question should alse be added: why 1s
the cost of the side-car, expert packing included, 85 per cent of the ¢ost of the motor-
eyele Ateelf, when, on the world mavket, sid¢ cars, generally, cost only 45 per eent of
tlounot &-Qul-mh and thﬁmumsnuyuum bym foreign
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10T waSK %0 Genl With UAe skl 601 eted with the §ebuiinge bf & stible
Squilidbrium betwess purdhasing power a.d stosks. The bdalk buylig of agrioultural
mummwmmumm. spart from minor mistakes, has been
Successful generally speaking, Mo Dlack market has developed, and free market prices
Sinee Mareh have been lower than last Fear, e must sontinue to ensure, in the first
Place through a correst economic poliey, the prevention of the Sevelopment of speculat-
ory symptoms in the sourse of dulk duying, Should speculators emerge, we must not
Shrink from applying the forde of the @ietatorsnip of the proletariat agalast thea,

e % M W ~ N ]

"It 1s one of the importent obligations of the fiseal organs of the Councils
to assure the timely payment of tazes and arreais, The estadblishaent of a fim
equilidbrium between purshasing power and stocks depends, of oourse, decisively on the
development of agrieultural and industrisl produstion, Taking inte consideration the
eéxistence of minor tensions in the Plan's purchasing power balance, even though it
reckons fully with production potentialities and supplementary stocks, for the sake of
assuring s stadle equilidrium, price corrections have become necessary within a narrow
eircle. The Oovernment endeavoured to avoild these price corrections having eny bearing
on the daily goods requirements of the droad working masses, and, particularly to avoid
their effect being felt in the normal purchases of workers whose income does not exceed
the average wage, o

"The price inereases apply to articles sueh as motor cyeles, bleycles, washing
machines, mmg machines, certain agricultural machinery, tools, and luxury artieles,
As regards these articles, the higher prices are Justified so as to ensure the equi-

1ibrium between demand and Supply, ' The Government measures also extend to certain
branches of the catering industry, i

' "Taking these price corrections into aceount, by the lmplementation of the
« plan without faill, a stable equilibrium will be achieved in the balanee of stocks and
i in purehasing power, which will make possible the nlnr.onln_u _I:n the national economy
b of unchanged State prices, and realistie sgricultural bulk-buying prices, and the
avoilance of the menace of inflation which might disturb our economie progress.
The Need for Beonomy
' "Pinally, 1t must be emphasised that in every sphere of State and social 1ife
the utmost economy 1s called for; economy possibly on an unprecedented scale, All
the resources of the State must be mobilised in support of a higher standard of living.

It must be understood that eVery measure for which we have not provided the material

prerequisites in advance, will reduce the results we have already made to pratss living
standards,

"I am convinced that the Wungarian working people, by fulfilling the peoplels
economie plan for 1957, will overcome those economie difficulties which still persist
and, by dringing to light the ample reserves existing in our people's economy, will

create a firm basis for our suecessful progress along the road of socialist
eonstruetion,” .

rragl ea fo

Deputy Gyoergy mrregl wes reported (Budapest 18,00, 10.5.57) to have spoken
as follows,

"Honourable Assembly. What I waat te Speak about is the oft-repeated view
expressed in the Government declaration that 1t wants to serve national unity and the
further development of our politieal and soelal 1ife by displaying, in the future, as

it has done in the past, understanding towards those who have been misled and who are
in so-called ideoclogloal eonfusion,



"Naturally, the poliey of patience can be- considered as being a poliey only
when and 8s long as it 1s expedient, This cannot, of eourse, be am end in itself,
and particularly, this sust not be a hackneyed phrase. We wish to support our
Government in Shis poliey which, ss we kmow, has already led many misguided pecple %o a
better understanding and So the correct road, the road of construetion. I ask our
Government and Party to contimnue this work. Let us bear in mind that She blocdy
infernal storm of the counter-revolution has not only caused cur [eople material
damage amounting tc Swenty milliard forints, but has also caused immeasurable damage
to men's souls,

"Let us bear in mind the fate of those truly unfortunate children who have
perished as a result .f the socul-poisoning ineitements or, torm from their parents, have
escajed abroad. Who 1is responsible for all this? PFor the butchering and flight of
ehildren, the Herods uf the oounter-revolution at home and abroad are mainly respons-
ible, 8 eaking from memory, historians deseribe as the most inhuman borror of the 12th
century the crusade which was launched by demented and (bsessed adults under the title
of the 'Maildren's C.usade' tu recapture the Holy Land. 1 believe, Homourable National
Assembly, that historians will describe as .ne of the must oruel atroeities and cutrages
of the 20th century the incitment by the unserupulous gangsters - because this 1s what
We must call them in their own language - by which, under the slogan of a orusade and
with the soul-poisuning bluff cf chauvinism snd anti-Soviet feeling, they have driven tc
death r into the desert of exile, hundreds and hundreds of Hungarian children frum the
beautiful and sweet Hungarian soil, ‘

"And there 1s another thing I must speak about in this connection, I ask the
Government and Party tc be humane, I knuw that in this request I am hammering cm cjen

doors, but I must add that by in speaking (f humaneness, I do not advooste a sham humaneness,

the phrases of which have been uttered by Tibor Meray and his ilk, Tibor Dcry and his 1lk,
Gyula Hay and his assoclates, m_hhe manner of the Pharisees only to poiscon the soul of
the youth of Hungary.

Gontributions tc Western Fress Condemngd

= —

"Seversl of them have since adopted a sc-called better country., For s bribe
of dellars, the most dastardly of them all, Tibor Meray began to write a serles of lying
articles for 'Prane-Tireur'; he began to tell lies first in the Petoefi Cirele, saying
thet 1 had been lying as regards the Yugoslav question; and now he is lying, It 1is
deplorable that Western cireles, and the 'Franc-Tireur' - that spurious Trotsky-ist
paper - should find space to print these filthy articles, But we know why. Becsuse
of the dollars - that is why (one name indistinct), Meray, and Mr. Alpar do 1t, As a
Journalist - a Hungarian journalist - I express my deepest contempt of this vile affair,
Honourable Naticnal Assembly, their comsciences are not troubled in the least by what
permeates our conscience, the atsitude of our @overmment, and the speeches made in this
Assembly. It is distressing for us to think of what is going to happen to those young
Hungarian men and women who are now in the refugee camps of the West, in the Foreign
Legion, and in foreign ammies, in the paws of the fasolsts and imperialists, when they
get to ¥now what Western humenism and Western democrsey really sre."

The remainder of the speech, of about two minutes' duration, was indistinet,
A1TH MAY

Conclusion of the Debate

The debate on Kadar's report econtinued on 11th May, when once agsin Sandor
Ronal, President of the Assembly, was in the chalr., Two speakers, Mrs. Rihaly Berki and
Sandor Katoma, deseribed conditions in Borsod and Csongrad Counties during and after the
sounter-revolution. This brought the debate to a elose; wherewpon Sandor Ropai ealled
1L.5.57) . ' L

A recording of Kadar's speech, the text of which follows, was broadeast by
Budapest radio at 18.00 on 11th Nay, and repested at 09,00 on She following day.
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Kadar's Spasech

"Honoured Nes:onel Assembly, desr compades, I think everyone followlng this
dobete will agree with ne that 1t reflects oertein new and healthy festures of our publle
life. This debate, these speeches on the report have been cherecterised by the fact
that they were not just fommal, but Scuched upon the substance of things. Another
charecteristio of the debate was that words have regsined their meaning. I shell not
forget s statoment made by our writers about 10 wonths ego, complaining that words had
lost thelr meaning, My cpinion is that the writers, including those whom we justly
castigata and reprove, were right in certain respects. And when'we recall what publie
1ife wes in the past few yeers, we uust sccept the statement that meny words had become
divoroed from thelr eontent and substance, snd had lost their meaning, If there is
anything sharaeteristiec of our present publie life, 1t 1s that words rJllwo regeined thelr
meaning .

"Veby many of us played an active part in sooiel 1ife during the past few
yesrs. How often did 1t happen that at ocnferences and meetings of one sort or ancther
we spoke of the dictatorship of the proletarist, of the sevage hate of the bourgeoieie
brought stous by their loss of power, while the expressions themselves were divoroed
from thetr meening end substance! How often d1d we talk sbout 'the dlotetorship of the
proletarist! - without thinking what it meeans. By nuw, in this debete, and as a result
of the stormy and bloody October days, ell our peuple have learned the meaning of the
‘vecple's power' and of the hate of the former exploiting olasses thirsting for revenge.
The same is true with regard tc the meaning of the other words.

"Men Drewn Together"

"Another charscteristic of this National Assembly 16 human [ellow-feeling.
I belleve thet here in the National Assembly there 1s no man capable of regarding
kimsell as substentlally abuve everyune elsa, There 1s nobody smong us to whom we
must look up to with admiration. This may be wrong, but I think it is useful, because
we have drewn close to one another, we see when tho other fellow 1s right, we alsc see
his mistokes, and I think that as ‘8 ‘Tule We reocgnn. tnem, This is fortunate. This
is, moreuver, the cunly wey in whioh colleetive wisdom oan be - and to 8 eertaln extent
is being - asserted, that collective wisdom by which we Communists ss @ Perty understand
the wisdom of the working class, the collective wisdom of hundreds of thousands of Facty
members . The wisdom of the people - and I believe that it is properly represented in
this eountry - can only be asserted, if we heve the courege to listen %o the words of
the peuple, take heed of then, end express them.

Timely Oriticiss

"In this debate there have been very msny sensible and timely ecmments;
and 1f these have not been expressed in sherp words, they have nevertheless almost
amounted to criticism. When the Vestprem County miners’' representetive sold Shet
it was not right that 8 considerable part of the eight-hour working day should be lost
for our national eccnomy, we eould interpret that ss oriticism, beocsuse the mensgers
could have reslised this earlier end, as the representative also steted, taken the
necessary measures, Another scument of the seme type was that of our friend Z. Negy,
Who declared that relatively little was said about agrioulture in the report, and
nothing at all in the Pinence Minister's statement, Our new Plnance Minister can
take this as the first eriticism of himself, end, I must add, s Justified one

"Another question raised, alsoc by my friend Z. Nagy, was that 1t would be
right if the producers' co-operetive movement and the agriculturel so-cperative
movement did not represent twu entirely seperate 1ines, and did not follow two
entirely separate paths. This question has been reised before, The time will
come when we shall pay much grester sttention to it, The mein trouble with our
Benersl agricultursl oo-operatives has been thet, in the true sense of the word, they
have not funetioned os co-operstives. The genersl ¢o-cperstives oould be eslled
'seoondary State shops'; but the spirit of the co-cperetive movement is lbeking in
them, let us not try to find out IHM wl:ou raun but 1t 1s only matural thet
this spirit must be mm
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"At present the position is that, to the great satisfaction of everyone we
have abolished the produce surrender system. We shall not restore it. Neturally,
this presents a new problem, 1 remember o poasant who ealled on one of the County
distriot couneils in Trensdanubia - I eould not say off<hend which one - and ssked
if it was true that the produce surrender systea had been nbolished. It took sbout
half an hour to make him understand that it hed in fact been abolished, then he asked
to see the officisl statement. The person desling with him happened to have a copy
of the official letter, snd showed it to him, The peasant was convineced and made his
way towards the door; then he turned back. 'Well, this 1s ell right', he said, 'it
1s all right that the produce collection hes beem sbolished; I sm resssured sbout it.
But tell me, how will the town people be supplied with food?' A series of similar
questions followed,

Asrecnent on Pundsmsutsl Issuss

"It 1s » good end very important thing from the point of view of our people's
pPeaceful 1ife and further progress that full agreement reigns in the eountry's supreme
legislative body on these fundamental Questions, I am fully convineed, not only thet
this expresses the view, intentions, snd will of the present 298 Deputies, but thet the
vast majority of the Hungarian pecple agree on these fundamentsal questions, The sgree-
ment expressed on these main questions logically and rationally implies that the sbsolute
majority of the Natlonal assembly sharply comdemns the policy pursued by the Imre Nagy
Government which, in the final analysis, betrayed the positionmn of the working class and
soclalism, betrayed the people and the country's independence on all these fundamental
questions,

"We have heard here meny facts and critical statements; and I must say frankly
that these are @ refined and parliamentary version of the sharp dnd severe eritlcism we
have encountered wherever the masses of the working people have gathered. And they
have been quite right, It 1s implicit in thelr views on main questions - and they were
2180 explicit about it - Honourable Deputies, that it was inevitable and lewful in the
circumstances to set Up @ new leading orgen to go 1nto battle for the cause of the pecple
and to protect its vital interests., *If 1"undtjfs't.:0qd rightly what had been said in the
debate - and 1t would have been difficult to misunderstand it - the Netional Assembly
approves the setting up of the Revolutionary Worker-Peasant Government snd the mein line
it has so far followed, I hasten to add here thet we, members of the Government, have
done what I mentioned in the last sentence of my report. The Natiomel Asseably has
glven us the moral and political support indispenssble to the Government for the eontinu-
stion of its work, I thank you for this, Honourable National Assembly.

"The debate has reflected agreement on main questions; but also differences
of opinion on others, This, in my opinion, 18 Justified, end will prove even more
useful later on, provided our internsl politicsl development 1s healthy. There 1s
something solemn about our meeting of today. This 1s rightly so, because the Netional
Assembly has, in faet, drawn up the belsnce-sheet of a historie period, Nevertheless,
in our daily work it will be unavoidable that differences of opinion over eertain
questions assert themselves even more forcefully, Why is this importsnt? I welcome
the speech of my Homoursble fellow-Deputy Beresstoesy, who began by pointing out the
questions on which differences of opinion prevailed, Why 1s this s good thing? Thare
must inevitsbly be differences of opinion, but as Beresstossy rightly emphesised, there
ere no ideclogical differences Gividing the mejority of Deputies., That there are
differences of opinion on problems is known to everyone in publie¢ 1life; there are
differences of opinion between Communists and non-Communists, and also smong the
Comunists. Among thinking people there are differing opinions; mnor 1s this wrong,
What 1s wrong 1s 1f we gloss over them, I believe that what we Communists thinmk of
the Central Committee of our Party or of the nationsl lesdership of the Patriotie
People's Pront, or of any other soeisl body spplies to » certsin extent to the Nationsl
Assembly ss well., |Here I do not want to recommend the Leninist prineiple of democratie
centralism t0 the National Assembly; but let us see whet the proper proeedure is, The
proper procedurs 15 that s question should first be debeted, snd then » desision Saken.
When however, o decision hes been teken 1t should be sarried out im wnity,”

" After turning briefly to roui;h affolrs ond “taj of the value of Sovies-
Hungarisn friendship, of the growing strength of pesceful forees within the socialist




Camp, and saying that the Hungarian Government "does not regard the overthrow of the
State order in Austris @8 one of 1te tasks", as certain Stotes, "for example the USs”
8ppear to econsider 1t Pert of their progremme to overthrow the internal soctsl order
in Hungary, Kadar re-stated Mungary's Support for pesceful ¢o-existence, snd went on:

lg pt&! at Authoritarianism

"I do not think that this means that we are introducing & 'communist reign
of terror', On the contrary, I should 1ike discussions to take Place and decisions

to be taken at the Proper time, so that then we can all start implementing the
decision at the Proper time,

"Let us thke another 28pect of the question, Although our session 1s a
Public one, and although our pudblic 1g being made familiar with our discussions by
the Press and radio, the Problem still remains; which 1s the detter, to indulge in
Srgument here on a question which has not yet been @ecided and on which our attitude
has not been formulated and then to stand united by our decision, or to sit here
¥ith averybody eppesring to gree with everything, and have everybody Put a differ
ent interpretation on things and take a different 1ine the moment we leave the
Parliament Bullding? I am of the opinion that those who further the cause of the
People expross their views while a decision 1s being arrived at and once 1t has been

Srrived ot, deem 1t their duty honestly to Fepresent that decision outside in their
delly 1ife and work,

"Since the 1dea was PuUt into my head by my fellow-Deputy Beresztoczy, let

him not take offence if I use a simile, Once when I was Communist Party Secretary

in the 13th District and we Were talking sbout oup Teminiscences, I sald that the
cancer of Party life was the fact that at Party\meetings we behaved like bad Catholics -
4o not take offencel What used to happent When we met, a creature 1like s Church
dignitary got up to Speak, sald what he had to 8ay, while the rest of us 1istencd
“with plous attention, To keep to the simile, what he said was things like 'Do not
Steal', 'do not be a Scoundrel', 'do not be a. Suresrist', twork honestlj!, and so
forth; to which everybody sald 'imen' and went sut and 414 exactly the opposite of
what he had just been told. Afterwards, to put our consciences at edse, we Communists
had our kind of fconfession! - Self-criticism, There were people calling themsclves
Communists who thought that, Just 1ike bad Catholics, they could sin all the year
round and at Eastertime 80 %o confession to clear their consciences, and on the
Tuesday after Baster start sinning again, These People, too, sat among the Communists
and professed themselves Communists, listening to §00d advice and expressing approval
of 1t, working bedly for a year or two, and, when called to acoount, indulging in a

11ttle Self-critictsm, and shen resuming their mistakes where they left off, Such
things cannot be allowed,® :

adi of c1

After an 1mdfstinct Passage in which, apparently, Kadar offered apologies
to Beresttoczy for have Feferred to his speech disparagingly, Kadar cantinued; "1

debate, and which 1 think should be answered Separately, At the same time, I ask
Your indulgence for not dealing with every QUestion raised; the fact that shall
Pot deal with every question Goes not mean that they are not important; but it 1is

impossible to answer every iwportant question, We have heard the following question,,."

(Note s ﬁ-muuntmu»m. 8nd sald to have been raised hy
three Deputies, was ind1stinctly heard; but 1ts substance 1a contained 1n the following
Sentence derived from g Short NTI summary of Kedar's Speech: "Kadar deemed 1t necess-
8ry to clarify certain points raised by several Deputies as to the reascns which, in

. “What 1s the eruz of the matters® Ksdar vent on.  *I beiteve in the
Hungarian working tlhss, the Bungarien vorkiog people, the Communists, he woldiers

BARAR _ A AL AL

-~



and the police sufficiently to tell them framkly that the causes of the uncertainty end
impotence manifested during the Ostober svents on the part of the messes, certain units
of the army, some of the Communists and policemen are not to be sought in the masses,
We owe this much o our own people, Because when we say that the Hungarisn people
defended the csuse of socialism, 1t 18 Gospel truth, comrsdes., Here many historie
srguments have been reised, but we must state, comredes, that the historic merit goes

to the working class = I hope my pessant brethren won't mind my saying so - which, since

1918, has fought for the people's power and shed 1%s blood 1n the fight and never devisted

from the cause. It was mot by ehance end ecoineidence that the Hungarisn people, which
had suffered severely under s particularly wicked form of capitalism and the very power-

ful remnants of a medieval system, was the first after the Russlanand Soviet (sic) peoples,

who had suffered under similar oppression, to schieve the power of the working people.

In my opinion this is one of the most important factors in the just pride of the Hungarian

nation, L

A Divided Leadership in July

"Unfortunately, I have not been sble to give here & detailed account of my
personal expcriences during the October days. They are interesting. S%111, I
should 1ike to say something of them, If I take the leadership, then I must take
the leadership of the Party and of the country as one, I must say the following,
The leadership, the leadership of those days, consisted, fundamentally, of two seetions,
The one declded in July to eliminate the mistakes - and I am convin.ed that, if we had
followed the line adopted in July, then, in one year, although not without internal
faults, differences of opinions, dAifficulties and friction, we could have remcdied the
mistakes without major damage and sacrifices; this 1s an important faetor, One section
of the leadership was guided by these aspirations and intentioms, I must state frankly
that this section of the leadership experienced serious trouble in those days, 8peak-
ing for myself, I can say that it was difficult to understand what was happening in the
Jorrent of events during those days, It was difficult to see one step mhead, 1.0,
what was to be done., For this reason there was uncertainty in the smaller but better
section of the leadership, At the same time the other sectiun also took part in the
leadership - and I must speak here of the group of Durg’ Negy - the other part which
we 414 not fully know at the time - I must say this becsuse I am not in a position to
deny that I, too, voted for Dure Nagy's becoming Premier and I never shall deny 1t,
because, despite his many faults, I was convinced that he was an honest man supporting
the working class; 1t became clear only later tiat this was mot so., This section of
the leadership was not, like the other half, in ignorance of what was happening; they
knew what was happening, because they vere partly responsidle for 1t, Thus, it was
not difficult for them to know what was happening., Consequently, they must have known
what they wanted; and they were in a position by pressure to compel the other section
of the leadership to co-operate with them in the uncertain situation for s while,

- "phat 13 how the situation was reached which was a disgrate %o the leader-
ship but net to the people, because in fact in every cormer of the country thousands
and thousands of our compatriots, who saw more ¢learly then we what was going on and
what ought to have deen done, waited in vain for correct instructions and arms from
us, That is how we came %o the realisation where events were leading us, Although
$hings looked diffevent then, I was alse ceftain that the vast masses of the Hungarian
people would understand that we had to break away and to embark om the road leading
to a straight fight, I Delieve that the prestige of the leadorship does not mesn
that 1t should keep silent about these things, but that 1t should tell of them in a
straightforwvard menner,

" could mot dwell at length im my report on that aspect of the October
events which constituted a (?danger) to mankind, Seversl speakers nentioned
this. The danger was great, Both of its forms were sSevere. Ome of its forms
was the following: everyone knmows that this counter-revolution was permeated with
the desire for imperialist and chauviniet revenge, Bveryone knows this, Also,
everyone kmows Wungary's peculiar historie position, Wungery has five States a8
neighbours, not a single one of which but whose Serritory includes an area which,
in the course of history, for a shorter or longer period, long ago or recently, has
belonged to Hungary, ' '
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"This was the historic position. We are following the right road when we
reject mationalist and chauvinist revenge and, as far as thls question 1s concerned,
return to the ideal of Kossuth, which was %o realise all our aspirations - the soclalist
1deal, peaceful and fratermal co-existence - in the form of a commom struggle for peace.
We approve of this. This is the weaning of the Hungarian People's Republiec. But
those gentlemen care precious little for the Hungariam Pecple's Republie. If they had
come to power - and I am not exaggerating - Lif they had only comsolidated thelr power,
which they could have done in two or three weeks, they would have set the country
ablaze. Even the blind and the fe«ble-minded can see that.

"There 1s also another form... This 1s the counter-Government ('ellenkormany')
sot up in Transdanubia. (?This was not a scene from & Punch and Judy show), but a
blood-sodden historic fact. The purpose of the counter-Government in Transdanubla was
to turn Hungary intc a second Korea; not quite in the same way, though, that is, not
into South and North Hungary; they wanted a Western and an Eastern Hungary, and this
is wherc imperialism sought %o create a new hotbed of war im the heart of Burope. And
there has never in the course of history been a local war in the heart of Burope; loocal
wirs have always developed imto world wars, Thus, the warning by our fellow-Deputy
Janos Peter was wall justifled,

Ihe Massee in Advance of the Party

“The question of the PPF (Patriotic Peopla's Pront) has also beem ralsed hore.
I am not in a position today to outline a programme or an organisatiomal structure for
the PPP. But I can refer to a historlic fact. The PPP grew out of the second world
war in the form of the Historic Memorial Committee ('Toertenclmi Emlekbisottsag'), the
Hungarian Front and similar organisations; these later became the Hungarian Independence
Front; the PPP is the direct offspring of them. Of course, when it was born, it was
filled with a living meaning; there was no meed to search for its meaning; it was
born as & national rallying movement on the .initilative of the Communists - 1t 1s not
Party pride that makes me say this, this is o Nﬂd:"ﬂ fact, I think that while we
here sigh and say that the masses are looking ahead with expectatiom to the future of
the PPF, the masses have in faoct gone ahead of us, because, what in fact has taken
place before our eyes since 4th November - the activisation of the publiec and political

life - weans that the masses are ahead of us and the outline end the nucleus of the
F'F have already been borm in the form in whieoh 1ife 1itself wanted it.

"Thers was, for instamce, May Day, or, Af you like, the four meetings whioch
took place in Budapest. It 15 & well-lmown faet that there are still rether sharp
arguments among our pecple; no one will tell me that all of the 7,000,000 edults in
Hungary shout 'Long live the Soclalist Workers' Party!' and 'Long live the Bungarian
Revolutionary Worker-Peasant Government!! There dre, in fact, views in this country
Ain opposition to the Government. VWe are met goimg to deceive ourselves by pretending

that there are mome. DBub the faet that, at the call of the Revelutiomary Worker-
Peasant Govermment, at those four meetings in Budapest about - well, of course, flgures
allow of argument - 100,000 or 140,000, but mo, let us say 80,000 people gathered - of
course, no one counted them and we do not want to understate the figure but we are
certain that there were &% least 200,000 people at Shose meebings, shows that there is
no doubt that, taking the country as & whele, about 600,000 or 500,000 people gathered
together. Please, compare the figures. The Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party has
about 300,000 members: and the meetings called by the Party are attended by three,
four, or even five times 4s meny people e there are members of the Party!

"Who are these people?! They are in part non-Compunists, homest workers,
peasants and imtellectuals to whom the main thing 4s - and in wy viev this is the mean-
ing of the People's Front these days - to be united in condewning the counSer-pevolution,
in defending She Pecple's Republic, and in building sccialism. And owr task - and
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maybe the special task of Comrade Apro who 1s at present in the chair and also & member
,ntn-m-utomuammummmmummmu-uw
u’u slready exists among our people $o revive the PPP,

'tﬁhﬂ&nbuﬁtl. Sagy, who says that it 15 mot & esimple thing
$o build soeislise, is ‘guite right. This goes without sayimg. I should alse like
to add thet I do mot want to get involved in Party questions; but I should like o
say, so that there say bde no misunderstandimg, that we sre Cowmunists loyal in our
thoughts to the Party who have always known that the Party stands high; the Party is
not an end in itself; the Party's duty is to fight for the interssts of the working
masses in accordance with its sclemtific ideology. The Party must organise, unite
and lead the people.

Dealing with Workers! Discontent

"“There wore also other problems. Comrade Gaspar has spoken on the reasons
why there has been a certain wmeasure of discontent among the workers, for instance
because they had not enough influence in the menagement of emterprises. There has
been discontent over other matters, such as the standard of living. I should like to
deal here with one idea, and that 1s the following; At comcerns the relationship of
the leaders and the masses. I think in the first place that the leadership can only
fulfil 1ts task if 1t never disregards the mentality and will of the masses. What 1is
required for this purpose? Pirst of all one must know the masses, one must be among
them, one must find out what the people are preoccupled with, and one must give them
the answer. I have spoken to one trade union men who said that our trade union people
ought to mix more with the masses than they are doing at present. One cannot hide
from the questions put by the messes, there are always problems which preccoupy the
masses, and they expect an answer to those problems and must get the answer from some-
body. If we do not give the answer, the enemy will give it, of course aceording to
his interest. We must therefore be present among the masses; we should not be afraid
of them, nor of their questiomns, because if our standpoint 1s just, we can safely
answer the masses. -

- * T
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"To that I wmust add that in uy opinion the task of the leaders is mot to put
into effect the wishes and the will of the masses - and this statement will sound
rather strange. In my opinion the leaders' task 1s o realise the intevests of the .
ma s5es, Why do I differentiate between the wishes and will om the ome hand, and the
interest of the masses on the other? In the recent past we have encountered the
phenomenon of certain categories of workers acting against their own imterests. ihat
is the task of a leader in such & situation? Is it perheps o wechanieally put into
effect the incorrect idess? o, it 1s mot, The duty of the leadership is to
represent the interests of the masses. For this it 15 necessery to imew She opinien
and wishes of the masses, and this must alvays be taken into sccount 1f « 8s 4t 18
usually the case - it coilmcides with progress; but if 1t does no$, then ome must lead
the masses in the direction of progress, And part and parcel of this is that the man
Who claims to be a leader and wants $o be vegarded 85 one - and here Shere is mo
difference between the village leader and the coumtry's leaders as it is the same
honour %o be chosen as & village leader - Bust alvays have the courage %o say where
the interest of the masses lies; hmuu.wu.nmmu.or
whether it at firet causes displeasure.

"In my opinion the masses uuunlo times more nmnmwu leaders,
or, t.rsnt-nur,h&mmmummmmm-mmtm
later come round to his own point, than for Shose leaders who woo them and demagogioc-
ally try to gain their respect. Such leaders will later no longer be regarded as
leaders by the masses; they can only enjoy tewporary success. Leadership will have
suthority only if it always answers the questions of the masses, always bears in mind
sh-:ahu-uo:mnm-,mm.tmmmwwntb-ﬂnm
moment . y - ] .
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The Probles of Youth

"Now for the problem of our youth, What happened to Hungarisn youth during
the Ostober events 1s @ lesson for youth, but even more 8 lesson to adults - much more
80. What should the lesson for the adults be? It is this. Young people are always
inelined to ideslise; ¢they sre lcoking for 1desls, and sometimes those ideals are
personelities. That 1s 2 law of nature thet we cannot slter. But to prevent its being
sbused 1t is very importent that we do not 1dolise snycne in the eyes of youth, and that
We do not 1dealise 1ife's reslities. We must not forget that those young pecple on
emotional more than intelleebual grounds were adherents of the people's democersey and of
the 1dea of sceialism; and Shey sew some eontradietions. Socelalisa in writing 1s a
wonderful thing; but what we never seid wes that it was not yet with us, but Just being
bourn emid paln, struggles, troubles, diffloulties, s every other new world, And 1if
we told youth thet the present was soolalism, we were not telling them the truth. Ir
we spoke of personalities we made a mistake, It has & shattering impaet on youth when
they suffer an emotional disappointment; and some of the young people found themselves
in @ situstion in whieh they had to suffer sush disillusionment, because they were strong
not on intelleectual but emotionasl grounds only; end so they suffered a shock, One
must always make only sparing use of big words and superlatives. That is my opinion.
We must always be very careful before we sey: the nost,., Because we shall always
be called to aceount when it 1s shown that the thing is even less then medicere! Tt s
is » very important thing to wateh,

A Lesson from 1932

"In my opinion, however, there 1s no reason for despair, becsuse I remember
the times of the Horthy regime - and please do not take 1t amiss - I have got s thought
to develop. 1In 1932 I was slready a member of the Communist Working Youth. At that
time the famous Oetvoes College Communist cese caused a sensation. The newspapers were
- full of 1t end - I am not aiming et the Catholie Church in seying Shis - 'Nemzeti Ujseg’
and 'U) Nemzedek' oarried leaders which reelly mede one ory. And what they said was that
the Oetvoes College case had proved that the youth of the ruling olssses was on the side
of the working class., What was the ioteresting side of that case? A-socmmunist youth
eoneplracy had been discovered, with something like 4] members, and among those arrested
were the children of the best families in the country, those of landowners, factory
owners, the son or nephew of the Budepest Assistant Commissioner of Police, the som of
@ Bishop, snd 80 on; end so 'UJ Nemzedek' end 'Magysr Nemset' (sic) were right in
Stating in despeir thet 'the Communists have snatohed from us our own youth',

"I think whet happened in 1932 1s naturel and pight, 1% 18 the rosd of humen
progress that the progressive working class should win over to its idess that part of the
Jouth of the ruling elasses whish supports She good. The sbnormel thing 1s what we'
experienced in the recent past: that emong the ehildren of the working class those most
hesitent were Pedruited by the counter-sevolution Snd fascisam for their side, for their
idess. Wnet are those 1dess? You odults sitting here, you know those idees. Is thet
normal? Is that possidle? Oen 1% e sllowed? OCan one sllow the idess of murder,
bloocdsucking end robbing the metion of 168 independence, to gather under its flag as few
85 five working elass oF pesesnt children? Wo, this esrinot be sllowed So happeni This
Bust not be Pepeated, and 1V 1s uwp %0 us sdults. Only efterveards shall we have the right
to ask the young people to drew their lesson for themselves.

Zclerence ot to Imply Weskness
"Here there is oncther question of an ideclogiesl meture I sls¢ want to deal
with., Our Fellow-Deputy Perregl mede the following elaim: The Government must show
Patience, humaneness; ond let us show that the barriers sre not down, neither here
now a% She borders es fer a9 those who want to return are oonoerned,’ In ny opinion
¥his s orEect and good, But required certeis smplificstion es fer os the guilty are

soncerned. IV st be poinbted out that the qubstion Involved 1s Shiss "Hhén we fight
sgainst errors, we fight againet the errors and not the mem'. ¥hy is Shis important?
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I.munmnylu. | views %o give p W views; Dut LS instead we
_ln.ouaﬂpquuﬁ men, go on beating o atrengling the men sll the
suouumtm.‘.n..qplmnmhumnmammw
that will stick to them $111 the end of their days; and this is not good for the
healthy development of owr futwre. We are fighting against mistakes with no quarter
given, a very Sough fight; we hit cut at errors and with them the man who 13 the
carrier of those errors; but if he gives wp his errars, then he cen find his place
in (7soectety).

"Unfortunately t'h.u tolerance and humaneness must be supplemented by severity
for the guilty, And I will sey here frenkly that we must lock at » case 2s whole and
see what has been done against the pecple. Becsuse it 1s mot true that the 170,000
young pecple who, in their first fit of madness left the country, are epemies of the
Hungarian peocple. That is not so. Mot a few of them have returned. But 1t 15 Just
as much 8 sacrifice for the nation as if they had died. I am sorry slsoc for those who
lost their lives on the other side of the (?front). This is why we must desl severely
with the guilty, The people's life 1s dearer to us than anything else.

Justice Must be Done

"In connection with this there are alsc certailn warries; there are some who
say 'what asbout the principle of legality, dietatorship of the proletariat?' and so on.
'Will there nct be further trcuble if we go on punishing pecple?' and so on. I do not
think there 1s any Justification for such fears,. Why? First of all because if in the
past there were cases - and I am sorry to admit that there -were such cases - of a man's
being singled out and declared guilty and then 1t was his task tc prove it that he was
not gullty, this was a wrong starting point, as they might have invented some orime he
(?had never committed), But what is the position at present? Do we need anything
like that? Do we need to look round and says 'It is more than three weeks since 1
8aWw an enemy; we have got to fight an enemy'? We are not in such # situation, in
such a poor situation in that respect. There are here plenty of real anti-pecple
erimes which must be investigated, and the (?guilty punished), Another thing is thet
no mistekes must be made. The first thing is to get’ at the facts and investigate them.

"Then sgain, I stress that 1t is the orime which must be punished and not the

man; and (?this mey be contradiectory), but I must alsoc say that for these who have mot

committed a capital orime, the way back tc scclety must be found. Penalties must be
severe, and if anyone has committed a capital offence, for that capital offence he must
get what he deserves, VWhy?! So that we may deter others who are mot yet guilty as far
8s orimes against the people are concarned. This is how we ean preetise tolerance and
humeneness without negleeting the obligation of defending the interests of the people.
If we do not arrest and punish ineiters, them we are gullty towards those young pecple
who tomorrow and next year will be snateched from us against their own interests.

W
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"And now for economie matters. ll udll not go into dohul. Work must
g0 on all the time, the Natiomal Assembly will have to debate (two words indistinet),
which will be » gulding rule for future work, It 1s right that in addition to industry
agriculture and other sectors should be deelt with. I would like howewver to mention
the following. Me heve been foreed So introduse & messure which 4s not (tpopulaw):
the authorities hsve been forced to inerease the priees of certein erticles. Well, I
see the thing in this light; we have reaghed » certaip stege. How 414 we resch that
stage? There were messures by which she stenderd of living wee fixed persly by law
and partly deecided by curselves. We must remember this: there were workers' sountils
and who knows whet other orgenisations, at o time when there wes mo centrel direetion;
they took eheques, went to the Natiomal Bemk for eash, and paid pecple sceording to
their whims. All this had in some way 5o be legalised; there wes po alternstive, and
perhaps to st otherwise would not even heve been right, Blsewhere wage inePesses and
the adolition of compulsory deliveries were decpeed by the Govermment., The sesult wes
8 ocertain reising of living stendards. Now, of course, what we are giviag 1s @ bittdy
pill: relsing prices makes things a little bitter and the ineressed price of wine makes
its taste 2 little sour - that is true.
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“But vhen some ¥ime Ggo Ve are arguing vith these people - and there were first
of all among the trade uniom people some who suggested hair-reising wage inereases and |
also wrote sbout Shem In the newspapers even without firet discussing them - everyone
was competing with each other, everybody wanted to appear & good bey, and I had a
1ittle argument with the comrades and told them this was not a good division of work.
Now when I talk to the trade unions, they only some forward with vage proposals; they
are the good ones, and we in the Government are the bad ones, When I talk tc the news- ‘
papermen, they argue about freedom and the right to eriticise and who knows whatl 1
have told them that this is not a good division of work; can it be sShat the task of the
Governmest 1s to make mistakes and the task of the newspaperman to write about these
mistakes? Well, I certalnly do not want to sccept this state as permanent; 1t mush be
supposed that even the Government can do something good, and even newspapermen can make {
a mistake! There must be some equality in the division of work, as otherwise I shall
have to change my Job and go over to the trade unions, where I am sure I should be able
tc compose a wage list such that no Prime Minister in the world would approve of it]
Or I shall become & Journalist and point cut mistakes in such a way that they will be
very hard to explain sway, And that 1s why this is not the right division of work,

A Time for Seif-Diseiplime

"Well what 1s the trouble nw? We told the pecple at the timey 'Look here, ‘
this carnival with all comforts cannct go (n'. When they came and told us: 'We are

not geing to work' - these were n.t the real representatives .f the workers, but

people who at that time ecould rejresent themselves as workers' representatives - 'until

this and that 1s done' we told them: 'Lock here, we arenct mine or fackory cwners; 1Af

you speak for the workers then you ‘are talking about yourselves; you are not hurting

us 1f you 40 n.t work for three days r a week, you are hurting yourselves, ' Those

were hard times and they have thelr consequences. We had to draw uj a balance-sheet

and the result cf 1t was that adjustments are required, Should we ask for the wages

to be rerald? That 1s imjossible; people who live on weges cannct be asked for that, 4
But som thing must be done to balance the relationship of wages, income, and goods.

Is 1t perhaps cur duty to supply -industrial’jrodudts .and sccetimes vine to thedetriment

of the public at a price such that with every litre ‘of Wine we can hand as a national ‘

gift five firints to the man who drinks the wine? Or in the case f another article,
to let a fellow come, put money .n the counter, and when he takes away the article he .
has bought actually take 160 forints from the auh register from public momey for doing
Il the favour of buying the article?

"We must aleo state that ineressing prices 1s not a trend of osr eeomomis
poliey; bdut on this cecasion 1t was necessary to put thinge in order, and this is an
economis measure of the same kind ss others in the politieal field, And there will be
order, and eoonomle life will be restored to order, I khev that there would be many
Rore cheers 1f I could say that we Were inereasing vuges By 20 per cent or so, or that
Ve Were redueing by 30 per cent the price of certain articles; bdut our duty is to
ensure the solidity and balamee of our national economy, that vay we protect the
standard of living, This is why we had So take these steps.

“Well, 1n conelustion, I see thed there is sonfidence hete in the Government.
I admit frenkly that this confidence 18 very gretifying and I 1ike 1%, I would also
1ike to state how we stand with our own (feppoimtments). At loast as far as I em
scneerned, xm-nlmmmnmmammmm-mc
before we becane members of this Sovermment we held s variety of posts, and, I think,
hot only I but all ay colleagues ®anted from 1ife only $o de &llowed to 1ive s decent
communist pecple. We have no spesial amditions, As far ae I sh coneérned, there were
mmnmmxm«mmfmsmmﬁnm bestuge I had
falled to arrive at mmmommtmeuu;uoramuu,u-un
is only through duty thet we are at our posts. ‘T oan assure youthat last November it vas
not ot m-mmum-muumm. I eon alpo
Sell you that ot that 0ime I 414 nob notiee Shat thers wes such eldswing for Minlsterdal
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portfolics., Therefore 1t can only be with great satisfection that we see the
number of those giving their confidence o us ineressing, We camnot think of any
greater compensation for this work then this confidence of which we always want to
be worthy. Even now there are some very decent people who awe still standing aside,
They approve of what we are doing, but they want to wait a little longer, until the
dirty linen is washed by us even whiter, and then they will put in an appearance
in the fighting arena as soon as eternsl pesce has alreacy set in) There are sach
people; we are not angry with shem, I am convineed that they will help as their
conscience and their loyplty to the people requires it., We are not rushing them,
because our pleasant experience is, that sinee the Oovernment is helping, fighting
and working, every day there are more and more people supporting she (Qovernment
actively. 4And as far as we are concerned there could be no greader reward for

our work than that. Our wish 1s to be able to Justify this confidence in us.

When I meet people they greet me and look at me in swch a way that I am quite
seared, becsuse all their luve, gratitude and eonfidence imposes responsidbilidies
which could not easily ever be fully satisfied, And so I thank you for the
sonfidence which was expressed here, and I would like you to approve my report

and support the Guvermnment in its struggle.” :

Other Farl iamentary Business

Parli !

The Bill jroposing to extend the Assembly's mandate, submitted on behalf
«f the Legal, Administrative, and Judielary Committee by Kalman Pongrecsz, drew
attsntion to the fact that the Assembly's mandate would expire on:1Tth May 1557,
and tc the fact that Artiele XVIII of the Conmstitution stated that the National
Assembly could declare an extension ¢ its mandste for a definite pericd "in the
event of war or  ther exceptional circumstances”, Budapest radio, reporting this ‘
(19.10, 11.5.57), said that "the cxecpiional circumstances which srose after 23rd
Oetober 1956, and to which the preamble of the Bill refers, Justify the prolongat-
ion of the National Assembly's mandate by twi years. .Artiocle II of the Bill :
statas that the mandate of the Presidential Council of the Republic is valid on
the election (f the Council by the Nationsl Assembly.” The Bill was given a
third reading after Imre Ahace and Kalman Nagy had spoken in its favour,

Amendments to the Constitution of the Mun .arisn People's Republie were
yroposed in a Bill submitted by Erik Mclner, and reported by Budapest radic (19.15,
11.5.57) as follows:

"Paragraph XXII of the Constit.tion will be supplemented as follows: 'The
highest _rgan of the State administration 1s the Couneil of Ministers of the People's
Republie, the Hungarian Revolutionary Workep-Peasant Govefnment, !

"Paragraph XXIV 1s replaced as follows: 'fhe Ninigtries of the Bungarisn
Feople's Republiec are 1isted in a separste lav.” The preasble to the BI11 states
that this modification is necessary decause the former Paragraph IXIV 1ists, the
Ministries of the Hungarian People's Republie, and in the past because of this, in
every case of Qoverrment recomstruection, which in substance did not involve any
modification of the Constitution, it had been necessary to alter the Paragraph XXIV
of the Constitution aceordingly.

“Paragraph LXVII of the Comstitution deals with the ecost of arms of the
Hungarisn People's Repudlic. Aceordingly the coat of arms of She Numgsrian
People's Republiec 15 a red-white-green (two indistinet words) shaped escuteheon
on & light blue background, supported on both sides by Wreaths of wheat, 1In the
left-hand wheat wreath there 1s & red-white-greem ribbon, in the right-hand one 8
red ribbon. The five-pointed red star on the top cf the eséutcheon emits rays of
8 goldem ¢olour.
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"Paragraph LXVIII 1s modified as follows: 'The flag cf the Hungarian People's
Republiec 18 red-white-green in c¢.lcur.' This modificaticn dispenses with the necessity
to show the national ecat of arms on the flag. The ,reamble states that 1t is not
necessary that on the flag, which 1s 1tself the cfficlal emblem Cf the State, the c.at-
«f-arms, which 1s alsc an official State emblem, should be shown." /

Correetdi-n: Mew Members of Fresidential Council

In Summary Part IIB, No.827, p.7 under sub-heading “"New Deputies”, secind
paragraph, instead o8 "The Assembly apprcved these changes and elected the folluwing new
Deputies on the recommendation cf the PPP", resd: "Mhe Assembly approved these chenges,
and elected the fullowing as new members of the fresidentis) Coungil. on the recummend-
atitn of the PPF: Karcly Kiss, Karoly Olt, Jancs Peter, Perene (1Csepregi), and Andras
Szebek "
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