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 EVALUATION COMMENT & This 1s & very revealing re;ort. Uafortun-
"ately 1t may serve onlv for informetion, since its publication
or brosdcast could bring tragedy to some of the decent people
mentioned in it. If used in RPE broadcasts, it ouzht to be

done only with extreme care and- cir»umsPaction. The imprison-
ment of Josef REINANN and the alleged: virtual abduoction to
the USSR of Nicha BENJANIN are known from earlier reporis. At
any rate, it 1s good to know thet the insidicus paison of Uom—
‘munism ia not always effective.. =3

i

- " Only sbout two weeks ag0; the public heard Zor the

~ first time that the twenty=-seven year 014 son of the Weat fGer—
man Communist boss Max REIMANN, Josef REIMANK, had been sentenc-
ed by & Soviet-zone court to fifteen yeers of hard labor be=
ceuse his attitude toward 1life was ineompatible with the wishes
of his father who wan*ed his son to become a gooé Communist
-1iks himaelf. :

 The Sons of Max REIMANN.--

Josef HEIEANN may serve as & symbul to the ract
that children of Communists do not always take efier thair
parents. A study of the genealogical régisters of German top
Communists revesals 'that there are a good number of young East
Germane who turned against or even left their parents for the
mere_reasun_of thus esceping'the Communist party machinary.

Mex REIMANW, tha Weat Lerman CP chief, has a se-
cond son called Hzgo RBI%KQ}. Ha lives 1n the Sovlat-ocuupied :
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o 1 on speaki erms father. L S
£19.29,10000% 90, 2PORLINE FETUS."Dhiey Darty, Pacher.
' : son Hugo have even stopped writing letters to =
r. More than = year ago, Hugo REIMANN was sccused of
g ‘embegzled & rather large sum of money. REIMARN junior
sver faced a court though, end thus the matter has never .

clecrad up. . Hpr il

. The thirty-eight year old son bt;quietiPreﬂicr_Einiatdrf i

GROTEWOHL, Hans GROTEWOHL, also avoids. geeing his Tather

possible. Just like Hugo REIMANN, GROTEWOHL junior =~ = =~ -

in Bast BERLIN as a non-party menber, He 1s an engineer .
asion and has obstinstely refunsed all attempts of his o
s fimotionaries who wanted ¢ uake him join the SED, = -

ROTEWOHL has thus lost the frisundship of his father while

the respect of his colleagues who for obvious reasons .

distrusted the neme of GROTEWOHL &t the time they made

ntance.

“_\QﬁifQGﬁéfrﬁciian bureau for which”ﬁhﬁg';:Q&ﬁioﬂﬁ_warka'H :
ject to orders of Professor EERSELMANN, whe became famous -
_ar ect of the Esst BERLIN Stalin Allee. HENSELMANN's

e

as early as in 1953 fled to West BERLIN. = -
of President EBERT. Lt ]
y 11ttle as Priedrich EBERT, non-elected mayor of o
tried to become an honest politician like his father,
ormer GCermen Reichspraesident, 2s little was Kurt EBERT, :
£ the Communist meyor, inclined to please his father by = -
ing a Communist. In fact, while Friedrich EBIRT lends a1l @
r $o the support of the regime, Kurt EBERT suffers from =
je Soviet friends of his father sentenced him to twenty-five.

of hard labor on charges of having allegedly engaged in
nage. That is why Kurt EBERT 1s today an inhabitant of
PORGAU prison while Friesdrich EBERT, enjoying the life - -
ommunist privilegse, hurries from dinner to dinner %o
propeganda spesches for the party and his great friends,
Soviets. Bast BERLINers who know Mayor EBERT personaclly,
y contest the suspicion that father EBERT &t .any time
C ed the Communist party discipline by sending food parcels
his hungry son. - : Vel RS B
' Iiv HAMAWN, daughter of the former East German Iinister
f Trade and Supply Karl HAMAKNN, still stands & good chance to o

‘acquainted with Kurt EBERT in one of the East German prisons.

She cannct entertain any pleasant thought about how well her .
- father might live, it is true, for father HAMANN ¢nd she were
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arrested a4t the seme day in Dscember 19523 but Liv may dwell =
calnly on the conviction thet she did éverything in her power =~
to make her;!sther-1save&th3fﬁtrmgn Democratic Republic in time.
Weel after week, Liv, essisted by her mother, had tried to = .
persuade father HAMANN to break with the Communist system of
injustice . Wesk after week, Karl HAMANN had rsfused. When
mombers ¢f the Baat German Siate Sscuriiy Service come to

arrest the Minister, it was too lste for Liv herself to es-
cape from the Soviet zone. Thus ex-¥inistar HAMARE, who e
lent his hand to the devil, ds well as the Minister's deughter
who constantly warned heri*ather 8gainst making & pact with

the Commumists, received long terms of hard labor in & closed

court session during this summer.

Ihe Unfortunets Son of the "Red Guillotine"——Tilde BENJAMTN,
. The 1ittle BENJAMIN, son of the Zast Geruman Finister of
Justice Hilde BENJAMIN, is somewhat better off, indeed. He -
is not frees by eny means, but his cage appears to be goliden.
¥Micha BENJANIN is ninsteen yeoars ¢léd and protably the oxly
1living verson who can rightly elaim to be loeved by Hilae
 BENJAMIN who because of her harsh sentences iamposed on al-
‘leged East German political eriminals is generelly celled
the "red guillotine” in Germany. Ever since he was born,
‘Micha wan idolized the Western world. How strong his love

or the West is, cen only be measured by the fact that his
omnunisi mother sfter months of argumentation wes finally
- ready to give in to his longing to study in Switzerland and
~in LONDOW, But suddenly tiere came an invitetion for Micha
¥0 study in the Soviet Union. Hilde BERJAMIN is guoted as
heving surprisingly exclaimed: "Imposeible!™ Yet Micha had
to go. Bafore he left. for MOSCOW, he told his mother that

€ would never forgive her that. Nicha apparently did not
‘believe shat his mother was unhappy about it too.

Other'ﬂogfcommuniat ngsprigg”Of Communist Stodggs;_

_Eighteen months have passed since then end Ficha 13 still
in MOSCOW. If anycne profited from this,; it 15 the Soviet
government for as long as Ficha is studying in the USSR,

Hilde BENJAWIN can be counted upon %o remain a willing tool
of the €350, . e :

- There are also othér-éxampiea'speaking for the tense re-
lations sccasionzlly developing between Communist parents and

{Over)
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ir children, Ais early as in 1949, Wolfgang LEONHARDT, ‘gon:
¢ party-poet Rudolf LEONHARDT who died recently, fleda = - = .
6 ¥est Germsny. Only three weeks later father LEONHARDT was =
g=lled to account by the Coumunist Ceniral Party Control Com- = - =
sission. His son, it wae explained, hed become guilty of deviating e

som the perty line. What had father LEONHARDT %o sey to Enia®i 0 o0
ather LEOSHARDT susworedt "I no iongerliave 3 son, comrades.”
¢fully he added & number of self-accusations as to the way
| brouzht up his . scn who “"choose %o become a traitor of
working class by hailing Titoism.” = LS

Barly in 1950, Relph FASTNER, son of Hermann KASTNER, who = ®

het time was deputy minister President &nd chairman‘of the :
erman 1PD party, fled to West BERLIN, From here he called

ther on the telephone: “Have you been following the devel-

in the (Soviet) Zone lately? Can you teke upon what = |
n8 argund you?® he asked his father, Father KASTNER ap- = = = -
‘rather helpless when he asked back: "What an you do about

_ And there is Stefan DRECET, son of the well-imown German
b and suthor Bert BRECHT, Father and son have comfetely

\ each other. Stefan studied in PARIS, An énemy
tyrapny - Stefan until 1953 refused to follow various invi-
ns of his father's who wantsd him to visit the German ,
. Republic. But when STALIN had been dead for some
nd when the Hew Course had beea proclaimed, Stefan = :
o make a short visit. He was hardly impressed by what = -~
On the contrary. He found harsh words of criticism = R ;
[iring to exhausted German workers serving their Com- =~ =
sters. The State-owned HO stores, Stefsn found just ._

8 the frequently praised Stalinsllee, the Potemkin
of the Communist regime in East Germany, BRECHT junior
returned to PARIS snd has since gone to the United States.
His feslings toward his father are characterized by the fact =
; during his stay in PARIS he refused to make uss of money
his father hed earned from his Communist publications in
and which father ERECHT had offered to his son. Stefan :
o accept tha monsy although he was finencially badly
John T. BECHER is the son of party poet lanreate Johannes ok
3, BECHER "the great poet of the working class,” Except for = —=
his surneme, John BECHEE has nothing in common with his father. = '
When he was ten years old, John saw LORDON for the first time, 7
s went to school there and after the war he began working as
chinist. Only twelve years later, in 1952, he should egein
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