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Group of L5 children who had crossed the border without
their parents

IRC Childra's Home, Heim Schonegg, Adelboden, Switzerland.
9-~16 years of age
39 Male; 6 Female

Hungariar

Catholic and Reformed

Catholic and Reformed

None vet.

About 1/=20 have been unskilled workers, the rest secondary
and vocitional high school pupils

Vorkers , Workers'=Peasants' origin, two girls middle class

Avout 30 did take part in the active fighting (so they say)
Neither had finished school, whether secondary or vocational
Budapa2st, Rural, have no exact data as to the proportion =
they seem to have been moving around fast!

Starting from November 1956 to February 1957

Austria and Switzerland

Some would like to come to America; one would like to go
to Africa, and all would like to go back to Hungary, when
the political situation changes; some are considering re-
turing even under present conditions,

I don't know,

Future profession: the majority would like to become
skilled workers, some would like to finish secondary
scggolo and two boys amd five girls would like to go to
college.
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nre-—, the I.R.C.'s Children's Home. No, I
am no%t my brother, I mean to say that although I am also~-
I am, thanks gad, not the director of this Tnstitute, I

am a musician, a pianist, andﬂgiaying tonight with the Symphony
Orchestra in Jnterlaken, - Are you sure that you don't want to
come Te the concert? Ve are great, believe me. = If you insist,
L suppose yru could come out (you'll regret it, though); take a
train and 1 bus,and we'll be waiting for you at the station, we
won't roll out tke red carpet, but you can count on at least
three to four pecp}e waiting for you and, meanwhile, I will pre-

pare tre kids (smgéokat) psychologically, « I shouldn't bother?

I arrived., Not & soul at the station. I found the Children's
Home, though, VWoculd have been rather difficult not to find it -
tremendous letters were "advertising" it (I later fqund out why),
plus an enormous Hungarian flag. The more one approached it, the
more one had the impressicn of approaching a not too solid con=
struction which any minute could be lifted from within. There
was such a milling going on.thattﬁgzamiles,one had the definite
impression that the“poor' house " exactly triple the number
of people it could possibly marage., This turned out to be an

illusion, the house actually could have held triple the number
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of people, if every single person had been at a particular moment
in one single place and not in few | I suppose that is what mill=

ing really means, doesn't it? '

I stepped in and « out. I was taken out by a horde of undressed
boys -l [ suppose - who were running
like being shot out from a canncn., VWhere to? I tried (o look
around, after the dust cloud hail settled., About five hundred yards
from the house was a swimming j00l, and the young Tarzans weére
jumping in and out - not from the border of the pool though; they
were jumping off from a consid:rably high trambouline, as if

every single one had been a fusure candidate for the world champion-
ship in m I don't mea) to say that all of them were that
good, all I want to emphasiz. is the eagarness they were pursu:ng
this noble aim with, I pick:d out one - avound 13 years of agés
not particularly athletic looking, actually vather skinny with
seemingly nok muscles on his bones, - and clocked him for five
minutes, During that interval, he managed to jump into the water
15 times! Donft ask me how he did it, ask him! \hat particularly
impressed me was the fact that they used their lungz for swimming
and shouting purpcses at ince and, while they were ruoning up the
stairs of the trambouline, they always managed to give ¢ push to
those "idle™ ones who tock, or would have liked to take, one frace
tion of a second for breathing. Now, I have seen American caildren

“at work" and I always thought that that was the non plus ultra in
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spending energy at hundred miles per second. Apparently, I had
forgotton the acorplishments of Hungarian children,or are these

2
different animals than the ones I was used to,or th#én we oure

selves vere? ! S

4nd looked around:

any armed help coming? Somebody should sound the sirens; be-
fore they demolish the pool and topple the houses of Adelboden one
or. another! Nobody around? I looked more clesely - most of the
shutters of the neighboring houses were drawn and some of them
were being drawn right now, and the faces behind them were so

scared that I suddenly had to smile and feel very sorry for these

peace loving Swiss people.

I ran back to the house and - managed to squeeze in, in spite of

the pressures from inside - out., Svery second somebody was rune
ning out,as if he had heard an SO0S signal, But there were too
theve " hete,
many running out. After all, they are only "forty-five children,
and I met at least 200 in a couple of seconds - unless they some-
how run backstage again, just for the pleasure of dashing out,

like in the triumphal march of Aida, where, invariably, the same
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twenty soldiers cre marching in front of the public twenty times

and co give the unsuspicious onlooker the impression of = having

seen the defiling of a whole regiment!

R:giment, Dlscipline, Did énybody try? Or did one give up before
trying? Iet's see,

I enfitsred the living room.
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" My name i9 ..., what is yours?" I asked a very cute little
girl with pigtalls who was mending a pullover in a remote corner

of the big room.

"You are Hungarian!® When did you leave?" - "Long ago, in

What is your name?" ="Erzsebet,” « "You

ha'e no last name?"™ - "This is none of your businessl™ - "I
suppose not, I gave you mine, though.™ = "You could have lied," =
"Why should I?" « "ihy shouldn®t you?" « "You'll find out that,

'as a general rule, people don't lie."™ = "When I'll find out, I'll

give you my name."” = "Do you want o make a bet: you'll give me
your name within one hou® -" "You mmst think I am dumb," - "No,

I know you are smart, that's why it will take you se very little
"

time to realize that I'm not your enemy. b

He tried to smuggle us (the family - my mother, two daughters and a
son) over the border., He succeeded in taking me and my brother
safely over, but when he got back to N where my mother
and % other sister were waiting, he was caught and condemned to
five and a half years of prison. And my mother hés no trade - my

father made pretty good money, he was a %technical clerk #m (hllszaki
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tisstviselﬁ)g I wonder what she's living fromf = “UESERyour

® « "Would you do me
¢ favor?"™ - TMhy?" . "Because that's what makes life 1ivgb1e -
people, unless they absolutely dessi% have to, don't hurt each
other, on the contrary," « "People = where?" - "Déficent people, all
over the world," - 5Peop1e are not decent," - "Did you meet the
whole world?" « "I have met Hungarians, and do you know that
every second person in Hungary was an AVO?" - "Whom else did you
meet?" ~ "Austrians and Swiss." = M"Anything wrong with them?" -
Definitely, |
"f..= © "7 They don't understand Hungarians," = "You, yourself,
criticizefl them, can't others: -° - do the same?" = "I have the
right to, it's my nation., See, I don't dislike my own nation, I
see its faults, but the Swiss hate the Hungarians.,"” = "You are
sitting in a comfortable living room, from the windows of which
you see beautiful mountains, there is peace around you, you may
be able to study if that's what you want to do, who provided this
for you?" = "The Swiss who didn't know that they eventually will

rod to hate the Hungarians,™ - "Whose fault is this?"™ « "This
Iiilii'llllllllll atns

. cannot understand peepie who are tempermentally
different From cows,
oppeead—to“them = they are just as placid as their You know
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that they don't even see that this mountain is beautiful -« for
them the mountains are orly places where their cows eat grass -
and they think that food is everything., Each Sunday we cre ine
vited to a Swiss family and all they can do is stuff us aid theme
selves = at the end, everybody is so full, that even if we knew
horrible
this/dialect, we woildn't be able to talk « they don't talk to
each other elther - they just sit and ruminote like their cova."
"Didn't you wish ,“hile in Hungary ,Lo be able to eat once chocolate
to your heart's rcontent?" - "Yes, but not in Switzerland." = "7ou
the tdea that s
must get used tr‘ life only partially granti=y wishes, if at all,n
- "Seems that J have to get used to so many new things," « "Is tiat
painful’ tay?" = "Because after you got used to it, you find
out that it wisn't worth all the trouble;-'\’fould you rather be in
Hungary?" « ‘I would rather my father be not ia jail and the whole
family be t¢gether.,” = “Wherg?" - "In Hungary." « "Where every
second man is an AVO?" - "No,"™ = "Ia which Hungary?" = "In a Hune
gary where every tenth man 13 an AVQ." - "While you wagit for
that, wha: are you doing?" - "Talking %o you." - "Besides?" -
"Talking som others."™ = "Do ycu find out anything interqating?" .
"No."™ = 'What do you call interesting?" - "T don't know,™ = "Do
you find ¢v®¢ anything worthwhile?" . "What do T éall worthwhile? _
she asgke-o iiell; I want answers to questions like when and where
am T ving tc; meet my family and whether 1’11 be ab.e to become
a “¥%Lor," « "There are no re:dy answers to your questions. They

/All be given to you as they happen,® = "Yes, I knowy it': hard to
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Just sit and wait, though," =« "I am sure you don't just sit idly." -
"Oh, yes, we do. We are wasting time, we should be studying.” -
"Yhat?" - "Lavguages first, Actually, I have the feeling that

our English Ta&cher,whb'is Dutch,does not know English very wellf-
"What makes you say that?" - "He never learned a word of . Hungarian
and he has been living with us for months." ~ "Hungarian is a

very diff’cult language.™ « "So is Engiish, 'Thé.only
language thich is | " related t> Hungsrian!is the Finnish
1angxdéa.f;- "I don't know anything avout Finland.," -« "Which
,Juﬁtry nre you most interested in?" = "My oimn." « "Do you know
much abcut it?" - "No, we were not teught the right . . way -

the teacliers had to lie about literature, about history « teachers!
We felt sorry for them - especially forzfz: old history professor -
he told us: 'children, not half of what telling you is true,'
You are teaching, too?" -b"what?" = "About Hungary to Americans?
Are they interested? - How interasted are they? I have heard that
they have shown the Hungarian Rerolution on television in America =
must have given the American pu)ilic a thrill K it must have
looked like a movie - the type «f movie they like to look at = plus,
it had an added attraction: it was real, real blood was flowing,
What a thrill « to the whole iorld!"

T
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The Dutch teacher stepped in « a very friendly person -
He asked me what my plans for the day were - meet children -
one or two,a% a time; I suppose = yes; I mean in groups of six -
boys and gicrls (there are only six : girls - one works in the
kitchen - a peasant girl," he said, "the others don't like to be

then
with her, and she herself prefers to be ’ . in the kitchen ") and,
+on,ather
the forty five, o = "You can't do that to yourself; "step inus

the arena barehanded, not even a popgunl!"™ = "I don't think I need
one," - "Did you see the boys? Jo you hear them?" (Yes, I had

[ ”
almost geotpn used to the infernal noise going on above our heads.)

And yoa still want them?

I warned you, Too bad the director is
nrt here, he is in Vienna (has business to attend to and at the
;ame time took two children back,who are going to be escorted to
the border. They decided to go back to :. .. " their families )
should be back tonight,though, You should definitely wait for

his arrival, and then talk to the children (?) in his presence.” =

"I'm impatient.” o "Well, I warned you,"
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At this noment, Erzsebet stepped in, she had rounded up the
four remaining girls, with the exception of the little peasant
girl who was working in the kitchen.

May T dncroduce: Ilona M, Katalin ENSsrva sl

Eva and my name is Erssebet " she added smilingly.
"Very appy to me:%}yggo /ind let's start,” - "Where are we

going?™ = "VWhere ever you want to gos I would like to find out

why you are here, what you liked and disliked at home, what you

like ind dislike here, etc.”

jm: My father is a streetcar conductor and my

motler is a ticket distributor, she was a party member, but we
had no advantages from her party membership. On the contrary,
ma'y of our former friends turned from us, and even my father turn-
e. from my mother = she had joined without asking for his per-
nission tn do so. Due to her"stupidity," they constantly quare
reled, life was no fun either for them or for us, three children,
(; have a brozgggsand a sisteﬂo Life in school wasn't happiecr
either, three/s week Russian! And there were schools where every
singie day there was a Russian class! And yet it is also true
thet starting from October 1, 1956, there were schools where

they gave _ . German and English courses ~ but the pupils had
to pay 30 forints extra, Everybody paid it gladly = the poorest
children did. History teaching was sheer politics - the history

started
of Hungary practically . - ° with the "liberation™ by the Red
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Army. Usually the principal would teach law (€onstitutional rights),
everybody enjoyed this subject, we would learn about the rights =
(on paper, of course) and duties (more than they cared to put on
paper!) of the citizens,and the rights and duties of the state
toward the citizens, about how the national income had to be pro=
tected (that the Russians should get the bulk of it); then we would
learn practical things like how to apply for apartments

and trade licenses; we got a glimpse into the functioning of the
state machinery, about the gurisdiction of each ministry, about
elections, the role of the Barliament; what we were mostly amazed
about was the;fact that we would learn about 5;;;aom of religion!
(meanwhile the teachers themselves were losing their Jobs, if they
were caught attending church services))

My favoritesubject was literature,..but &i; ,;':1‘.51-. ceemed to .
through Hungarian writers and the emphasis was put on Russian
writers, although this greatly varied from school to school - there
were some excellent teachers who persisted in teaching the history
of the Hungarian literature during the whole school year and . o
through the whole Russian literature in two weeks, Those lucky
,E:E}ls only had to learn Russian names, while others were plagued
Ay reading excepts° In Hungarian literature, and that means the
one and only literature, as far as she 13 corncerned, her favorites
were: Balint Balassa, Petofi's JANOS VITEZ Arany's TOLDI TRILOGY,
Vbrosmartgf especially the poem - A HERENG(POQ as far as the

Hungarian language was concerned, they learned phonetics, morphology,
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man
syntax and -maky t2mes had to writeqcompositions as home work, She

.once wrote that if Petofi were alive, he wouldn't be happy about
being congidered a Communist poet -~ the teacher never once mene
tioned anything about it, but she felt that she had won the
teacher's respect and - fear, They didn't like the teachers who
were afraid of them = they despised them and, in a way, pitied
th.m,

As far as sciences were concerned, they learned in the fifth
grade Geology; sixth, Botany, seven, Zoology, eight, Hygiene - the
newly acquired knowledge about how to give first aidwas practi=-
caily used during the Revolution,

The way the teacher described the Neanderthal Man fitted the
Russian man perfectly - everybody saw the connection, and every-
body enjoyed it in silence,

There weren't many silent moments in Hungary, but there are so
many here - can the "life" people lead here be called'life?! She
is not even comparing it to the period during the Revolution (even
in Hungary, those were exceptional times - and she might even call
them beautifvl, although there was much bloodshedding, but one
can even get used to corpses, especially if they are Russians: they
were burning like rubber dolls, and just about as big, too; Hun-
garians would not bury them, of course., They covered the Free-
dom Fighters though with national flags,- The first corpse she
saw was hanging from a mmm"i‘lcmr apartment, there was also a

blanket hanging and half of a piano therq,and it was a horrible




NO. 620 GG XX "B" INTERVIEW JLB P. B2 20

WG lT
» she went closer, couldn't resist it, and there was an

inscription on the demolished door which said: "My comfortable
third floor apartment is for rent, can be seen on the ground floor ='
One just had %o laugh), but to life prior to it. There in
trains one would be amused - people would laugh, cry, talk, quarrel
many times, sometimes sing, here people sit like pickled cucumbers =
yoghout people,that's what they arei Not so in Italy = what

a marvelcus time they had = an excursion = it lasted two days,
They saw Milano, Lugano, Lago Maggiore! They felt at home = they
were sitting in little resﬁﬂé;ants until midnight, eate ice cream
and listeneto music, just three musicians, but‘lééigg music, not
Juke boxesi And as strange as this may sound,™music" figured on the
blll, but they didn't mind at all, the} spen&rall their savings,
but who cared?! They were never so homesick as they were in
Hilano,-and yet, in a way, that also contributed to the pleasure,
Here they cannot even feel an honest homesickness = it is such a
different world, Such a boring world}

And they treat them as children! They are not allowed to go

: ) a movie, and

alone in a konditorei, in a restaurant, into, after 8:00 in
the evening they can't go in thelstreetx If somebody could explain
it to them why, they might be able to understand it, they would
try anyhow, but this way they are at a complete loss.

They hear that the Swiss prisons are full with Hungarians - actue
ally they have heard that new prisons will have to be builé't and

yet they could bet that their imprisoned countrymen are no criminalse
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he
they just get drunk, without even being alchdlics = they are just

unhappy.

On top of everything, there is even unemployment in Switzere
land - maybe it would be more accurate to say that that is what
Hungarians are %eing told,when they apply for positions commens
surate with their skill or learning.

Fact is that life was very hard in Hungary, &nd it is very hard
here; there is a difference though - in Hungary, with the exception
of the AV/, everybody suffered more or less - here the Hungarians
suffer alone,

She does not complain personally - actually she is even able to

~ aelp her parents financially - she, and the other girls, manage
to s:nd home a hundred forints per monthxz = in letters - this is
their biggest joy,

IEating is not so easy as it may sound - they receive even banaigas,
émangas and chocolate! So much of these! And yet they can't very
vell send the"surplus™ home! Apparently being "rich™ alone i: not
enouzh, all those one likes should be equally richo "Do you have
relatives behind the Iron Curtain? she asked me. If you do, I
don’t have to explain anything further."

"We realize more and more," she continued, "that only Hungarians
can understand Hungarians; which is sad, because we won't live
among Hungarians; whenever we try to tell our Sunday hosts that
it hurts to see so much dessert, they invariably get a blank look
on their faces = they are stupid alright; but, in this particular
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case, the comprehension should not come from the brains, it
should come from the stomach, And only Hungarians have Hungarian
stomachs, that's it."™ She burst out laughing: "Now that I've said
it, it sounds so funny, but you know how true it is, don't you?
dre we always going to live among foreigners, as long as we are
going to be outside of Hungary? This is a question we often dise
cuss among ourselves - we girls) the boys are stupid,they have

no problems of this type,

"As far as they are concerned; if they swim all day and eat to
their stomach's content, they are perfectly satisfied. Do you
know what they talk about all day? The Revolution = about how
thay foughté about how their LSS fought « and they are stu-
pid to the point that they even forget their own lies « their
stories change day by day. And then they have their "minds" set
on girls, It is hard to be a girl surrounded by so many boys, es=
pecially if you don't like any (sic§), but we manage; somehow,

"Would be wonderful to leave, though, be adopted by a Hungarian
family = I mean Hungarians who have left their homeland long ago;
like you, and not do anything else but study. And then when we
are ready,go back to our real families, to our real country and
really start living,("Extra Hungariam non est vita", is apparently
true even in cases of young?tersla She was so pretty while talk=
ing about her plans (dreamsf) = her big brown eyes reflected her
future happiness,

Katalin -1A¢ Her mother had a trade - she had a flower shop,
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and her stepe=father worked as a skilled worker (m&kés‘&rﬁs) in

the Danubia factery, She had two brothers who took part in the
the othe+ here

armed fighting - cne is in Canada,and eme is also,in Adelboden.

She joined her brothers in leaving their homeland,because she

2T heme
felt that her opportunitieahto study fgrthar were slim., As a
y
Catholic, she was even more oppressed the regime than if she

had been a Protestant., Of course, if she had been Jewish, she
would have just "éﬁiled"'through school and life,

The situation in schools was unbearable - children were not
picked out according to their capacities (if she had been dumb, she
certainly could have: studied further and become ?Q-AVO - the
starting salaries for the AVO employees were 2,000 - 3,000 forints;
while an engineer made 800-900 forints, The whole budget of the
Hungarian stat: was used to defend it from the inside; Defend it
from the rea’ patriotd) but according to their class origins and
religions, Furthermore, ohe was not free to chose the subjécta one
wanted to study, In her case, English for instance, one had to
take Russian instead., She is in ?e}; Sch;negg since April and at
leas? she studies German - one hour per day - it's not enough, but
evact@lly one hour a day more than she had at home, She would like
to do more homework, actually she did it on her own, but the
teacher didn't have time to lock it over, Her dream is to have
private tutors, who would teach her all they know,

'

Marta g 16,

Her father is an engineer, she has a step-

el

mother, two children in the family: one girl and one boy.



NO. 620 GG - ®B" INTERVIEW JLB P. EE 24

It's such fun learning foreiﬁgrlanguagaa = German and English,
For two months they had daily classes (one German, one liter-
ature, one geography and one history), but now it has been cut to
one = they are having summer vacation, She doesn't feel that
they are entitled to it, because this whole year has slipped
by withcut real studying., And in their case, that would have
been th2 answer -~ really occupy them, feel that they are finally
doing something; inactivity is killing - the boys are happy to
swim 2ll day, but it does not satisfy the girls, they feel that
they have responsibilities - toward themselves maiﬂly.

Her favorite subjects in school were chemistry - she thought
that remembering the formulae sharpened her memorv'; and physics;
she even learaed about atoms and xnows what people are saying =
when they talk about atomic warfare; it seems to her that every-
body liked mathematics, it had no politics and 'her ﬁ;thamatics
teacher had an awful lot of patience, m she liked ths children, so
the children liked her, Actually, the answer to many problems
is love - she knows,because she had a step-mother, ' She never
understood why children had problems with their mothers - as long
as the basis of each relationshi;:;as present, there sho:uldn't

hsve been any problem at éllo

Eva 15, Her father is a textile worker in Kispest -

mother a housewife., She has three sisters, two younger than she

1s,who were 400 small to leave her older sister was afraid.

e
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Her father's salary was just about half of the amount needed
to live decently,

What strikes her most in Switzerland !s the elegance of the
women « elegance is not the right word - the fact that although
they have beautiful materials, they are nov chic, and the fact
that so much costume jewelry is used = what for? thafare they

-kidding? Jewelry is beautiful because it repveagnts a value,

something rare,which cannot be afforded by everyllody. But every=-
body can afford costume jJewelry, so what's the p2»int of having
it It makes the. wearers look so cheap. Swiss women

vear rhinestonéngﬁLEﬂe morning}

Dressing means knowing what to put on when -« and the Swiss
women have absolutely no idea of this. One Just does nat put on
an afternoon dress in the morning, because no matter how veautiful
the dress would be, when not worn at the right occasion, it loses
its beauty, and even makes the wearer ridiculou A strangely; 0
direct proportion with oeaﬁ%?i @ women in Budapest knew
how to dress = no matter how poor, each had a black suit, which
was tailored to fit her., And when she put it on; and wore a
strand of cultured pearls with it -. even her mother had a strand
which she had received from he?}ﬁother as a wedding gift - it
was a pleasure to look at her,

Eva only wished that everybody in Hungary should be able to
wear on more occasions festive clothes, not exclusively on big

e
occasions, But she now realizis that it wouldn't be good to wear
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them every day either, because the week days would become holi=
days and thus wipe out the holidays,

This stat.ment was followed byageneral discussion, the con-
clusion reached was that the ideal would be to raise the level
of the weeiday, but still leave some room for further improvement
in the direction of beauty and elegance, which would be taken
care of on holidays. But whether weekday or holiday, no place

was given to costume jewelry.

"owards the end of thex discussion )Matepped in. Iren
is 15, was born in KSazﬂg, father is a laborer, her mother died
i1 1944, She has one brother and one sister, they are older
shan she is)and she is the only one who left = she ha;‘seen them
get nowhere in life - this seems to be a chronic disease @ )f
fer family - complete standstill - ever since she car remem-
ber - her father wasn't better off in the Horthy regime :ither,
So, she figured that maybe a foreign country would be the ans-
wer,

She likes the calm in Switzerland and she also enjoys the
fact that the flowers are protected - it's forbidden to pick
them, Hungary was such a noisy country = she ha;(' been in
Budapest once - there was so much to see and hear - it was . in-
teresting, but the calm of the meadows talkgihore to her than
all the radios blasting all at once (the other girla. started to
laugh at this remark, she blushed and didn't say much more, al-

though I tried to include her in the general conversation., She
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was grateful for it, smiled furtively at me a couple of times,
but...only entered the conversation when we started to talk
about the food in Heim Schonegg.)
enumerated

She: - —' what they would get for breakfast: cocoa,
@ coffee or tea, bacon, jam, butter, bread, Lunch: Soup, meat
every single day! salad and either fruit or cookies (they re-
ceive a birthday cake for their birthdays, but as everyone eats
on everybody elsa2's birthday,it's quite a good deal,) In the
afternoon, they usually ik*-fea, coffee or cocoa with honey cookies,

butter and

bread and/jam. Supper: Sglami, cheese, eggsy-tomatoes. Fridays
there is always fish and Sundays there is always chicken,.

So much amusemeat is given to them. The American legation
gave the Home & mcvie projector, every week they have a showing
of a new film - u> to now they have seen many Chaplin films -
CITY LIGHTS inpressed her most - she liked it that everybody was
so sad there - tiat ;;‘so true to 1ife (another big laugh stopped
her for good).

I guess I shoild have talked separately to them: forty-five
times one hour;let's say - I couldn't have very well done it.

Could it be that the children (workers and middle class pro-
geny) geng up zzainst this lovable little girl because she is a
peasant's d:ughber?! Is it possible, I kept asking myself, The

a2 seeond breakfast which was being serwed.

answer I was a:raid of » . cane during " ' - Zmmeh. Unfortunately,
I was not sitting close enough to the girls so I only heard the

climax of the conversation which was shouted in a shrill voice by
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us. [Who are su.-’.allf supu-.:or_]

Katalin Soos: "I'11 teach you how to talk to, yeur-mestersl”

(Megtaritlak hogy kell " kal beszélai d The'teaching’con-
sisted in throwing a cup right in Irén's face, luckily the cup
did not break, but it hit her hard - in the evening she had a
big blue mark on her forehead,

(ﬂhat amazed me most was her and the other giirls? attitudq;
she did not protest, did not try to hit back either with words
or physically, she quietly got up and left the room. -ihring
the afternoonDI met her in the corridor; she wanted to avoid me,
. stopped her; "Why don't the other girls get along with you?"
I asked her, while I put my arms around her shoulders. She could
hardly retain her tears: "jome rich Spanish people came;about
two months ago; to adopt snme of us =« they looked us over and
I still doa't know why , tut I made a terrible grimace at them -
I've never done anything like it -« I still don't know myself
why I did it. Fact is that the girls say that I have spoiled
their chances of being ndoptedo“)
‘did not notice the incident, she saw Iren leave -
actually only her back - and asked the other girls what had
happened. "She has a terrible headache and she says she will g0 in-
to her room and be there all afternoon;" said Erzsebetk in a calm,
credible voice. The other faces covered up Erzsebet's lie 100% -
inasmuch as they didn't cover up anything - they looked noncha:antly
at the food in front of them and after a second, Katalin casually

asked Erzsébet ©o hand her the salt shaker, There had been no
incident whatsoever W 12 xcd and the four girls im-
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preceptibly smiled at each other, Then Erzsebet glanced at me
and was immediately aware of my having seen their little scene,
She smiled @ little bit embarrassed = the four faces turned
toward me -« waiting -~ "Are you one of us?" I got up, casually,
sat down in their midst, and,as, if I had talked about the weather T
they were not going to out-perform me! - told them my opinion
about them,

"It was not wirthwhile for us to leave Hungary, if we
going to hear che same type of noﬁéaense here," said Katalin,
This was the siga of attack,lthey all jumped at once. I made a
point of answering esch >f their insults separately = and
during the 10-15 minute discussion, I am sure nobody noticed
that we wire killing each othexj'- ‘acting - thy name is woman, =

d{,'ﬁf Wl ey
There ar: mong classes - only Communists say that
. LTEYN
there 7re mot, I am a worker's daughter and I hate to live with

a peasant's daughter, In whose name are you talking? In America's?
Whera white people lynch negroes, where the negroes are not allowed
ir{.} e?:ﬁ,.ed i fwres‘sfzg’r:a??, 1wotels ,, Geed
brses? You should ©alk about the West's democracy?) Humanitarianism?
‘as it humégne to let the Hungarians be massacred?! And on
top of it, we are being taught humanitarianism! —

This is where I finally could turn the discussion in my favor.,
(It was not easy, under my nonchalante expression, I was sweate
ing) "All I'm asking you, for the time being, is to be huméghe to=

wards your own bleod, Don't you realize that you fe. Y lC ara
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%“”ﬁ‘;‘j'&m’fsnot only your own race, but your own nation, your
own blood? I'm not asking you to be humanitarian yet (although
that will come - I'm sure = am I (?) anyhow, so I said, so I
better believe it now,) « I am asking you today, the 13th of
August 1957, not to hurt somebody of your own blood = you have
millions of things in common with her - I am now talking about
the Hungarian past - history, literature - the present - your
being refugees, I am telking about the fact that in the evening
before you go to sleep you think about the same country, and
maybe the same city, maybe even the same street cormer. There
is a tie so strong éﬁgEEJz you that it should erase the social
differences,” - "You may he right," Katalin gaid, "I'1ll try to
remember

— 7 : what you said." Eva and Marta nodded. Ilona had been

on my side long ago, but there was Erzsebet.

Coming back to ~ Erzsé3et9 she didn't give in so

easily, "You are wasting your time in Europe with us. Hungarians
in different foreign courtries, whether they erase or don't

erase the social differen:es amonz them, does not constitﬁte

one of the major problem; of the workd."™ e "It may not be the

me= world’y, but it is certainly ours,” Eva interjected., Erzsebet
continued undisturbed, "Coming back to you, you should be in

America, wherever they want to lynch a negro and hold a speech
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right before them doing it. And although I know that you are
pretty good at it, I don't think you would stop them." = "Let's
assume, per absurdum,that they would want to lynch a negro;
wouldn't you think ttat g it would be worth my while to 'hold
a speech' even if I had one = chanze in a million to be heard?l"
(@ second note to the reader: the only reason I am putting in <
dialogue is to enphasize the"craftsmanship™in intelligence and
psychology of ry ‘advésary) = "Wouldn't you like an apple = they
look good, bv: Hungarian fruit is better - they say the voleanic
soil makes .1l the difference.™ - "Answer 1ne!™ - "ihy do you
need my arproval? = You would do it anyhow!"™ - "But it would be
good to know that I would have an assistant in you, even if a
thousa'd miles away,"™ = "I don't understand." = I picked her
chin up= "Don't you? I'm sorry bui you ha&zébsolutely no re-=
cou-se = you simply can't say: excuse me, I am stupid. Everybody
here knows that you are smart = including you." -« "You mean
whether
to say that one should fight for a good cause, one has
chances to win or not?" = "I told you that you were smart." —"zell,

as long as you know that much, I may go further and say: that's

aniley
exactly what the Hungarians did. , @ (& almost said : the
are good, I guess the #rofeasec Smf’--) Luckily,
meal and
sign was given that the lumeh had come to ani’ I never

enjoyed an infernal noise more = if I had had an answer, it couldn't

have been heard anyhow,
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Everybody had to retire and sleep., "Did I hear you say sleep?
I asked the Dutch teacher.,= Do you really assume that these
bundles of physical and mental energy willl come to a stande
still?" = "Nobody assumes that « dctuclly, I don't think they
sleep much during the night :ither - but they have very strict
orders: not a word, not a movement, Tho Director is most adament
on this particular subject and they know it and -'aeemingly obey, "
- "Sleep, you know & it’s not such a bad idea, after all." « "Would
you like to? I could give you a room.," He vas most most kind; in
a couple of seconds, I was installed inF big clean room which had
a dressep and a bed, he even brought me towels and soap. In five
minutes,I was in my bed - and in another five minutes we were
six in my bed! The girls had sneaked e they ltgurod out
that I must be in the guest room, and they simply'puppod in, say-
ing: "Would be a waste for us to sleep while you are \erel" .

Six women in one bed! What do you think we talked (bout? But
of course, dresses and beauty care. _

Questions were put what my expert advice was on home jsrmanents,
on different lotions = through cosmetics, the question of iedical
insurance was touched = they enquired how the situation on /% scave_
was in America - generally the SZTK was thought of‘:‘fe_ing a guwod
institution, although in cases of serious sickness, a private

A eccally f-
doctor was warranted, the patient cared to live.

But in Hungary, many people died because they didn't want to livs -

cases were brought up whess the patient wasn't particularly sick,
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the care wasn't partlcularly bad,and yet he died, at a relatively
young age (4L0=45«50), simply because he or she had enough., The
instinct cs: | _»ﬂ‘servation didn't function anymore =
many cases of traffic accidents - o g mﬁ“};med -
people were hanging on streetcars and didn't much care whether
eve:tually they would get under them = actually coming home 5=10-
15 minutes later would not have been a catastrophy, certainly
wasn't worth'riskinﬁ%ﬁ(e for 1t:emd yet) people invariably did -
numerous eyamples were brought up.

Then
Wiey asked me to talk about the American kitchen (NS

e e A R 09090909090
wemen! Is it true that they all have perfect figures? ]

G .-y told me about Russian women - whenever in the
stre:ts a horrible perfume would be noticeable, then they knew
thst a Russian womgh must be in the neighborhood, Their dresses!

of *h‘-hl heve
Covered with pearls from bottom ({) to top! Anyone, could ,easily

son B the world ma_:veight championship! As far as & drinking
was concerned, they could certainly ocutdo the men - and that's
quite an accomplishment, They were Hungarian-maa'n-crazy = apparently
their own did not satisfy them, because cases were kno:n when
they would practically rapem Hungarian —

Russians have no morals, and human life means nothing to them -
during the Revolution they were shooting each other - the Mon-
golians were shooting at the troops which had been stationed in

. toward
Hungary. The lalter, in many cases, were crossing the border
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Austria or Yugoslavia.

After Noveber Lth, a frightening number of deportations occured.
The Russians, aided by the agents of Kadar,would hunt people =
those unfortinate ones who were caught would be dropping notes
out of the xwilioad cars which were taking them = who knows where?
Many personel acquaintances have disappeared = what was so sad in
Hungary was r.hg fact that one tiaa :?er sure to see onel* friends
or acquainfances again « would say: "So long," one
could have fust as vell said: "Good-bye," for good. Well, of
courss, th.s wasn't true in every case, but one couldn't help
feel!ng t:iat mayb: = mthe lagt time I qu-thia certain per-
son, an. even if taat particular person didn't mean much, it
was a very depresiiing feeling to think: maybe 1 won't seé him
oz:her again, Anl inutile to add that the people one was sure to
‘1eet again'were tie ones one could have done easily without:
the‘;ommuniatso

'he VO's who wg:e responsible for the constant disappearances
of ter thousands of innccent pecple were such cowards « during
ke Foevolutior, one AVO defended himself by holding n front of
him a three-year old child! *“he Freedom Fighters were altogether
dirferent. They performed acts »f courage, and althoigh poor, they
wére honegt to the utmost = they could have easilgozggbad pastry
(sic)television and radio shops, but they didn't “anything,

If ever in world history there was a pire revolution, this
certainly was i, No robbings, no atrocities - not even Jews

wers killed!



NO, 620 GG "B" INTERVIEV JLB p. 2235

Talking about killing, it was a known fact that the AVO's
drowned thei: victims - prisoners were never buried., And talke
ing about killing, people practically killed Stalin over and
over agair, when his statue was torn down - an old man hit the
hated tyrant so hard with a big canethat he died of apoplexy -
he fell on the statue and died on the spot. A woman said: "Don't
let hiu die on " .. .77 Stalin, remove him quickly,”™ but it was
too lite, It's a shame - he would have deserved a better place
to.die on, but then,these days,one cannot be very chosy, can one?

fhe grandfather of a girl their age, when dying, thanked God,
for one weekt® Sﬁﬁqﬂt: for the big favor of being able to do it
cwnv;ently in his own bed, uhiike many of his former friends who

lad not bé“able to afford this luxg?vo
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lunch
At -AI was told to pick out the seat I wanted., So, I

sat next to the eldest gentleman of the groﬁp = nine years old.
He had eaten his first course, when he realized that there was
somebody next to him he had not met before., He ate as if this
were his very Jast meal - actually he needed it badly. He was
the skinniest thing I ever saw - barely looked seven years old.
After he hac gulped down about two pounds of meat and potatoes,
I figured . could strike up a conversation with slight chances
of receiving answers.

He waz exactly nine years old - so, at the time of the Revo-
lution when he, and his older brother,(twelve) fled, he was
eipits Actually, their parents had taken them to the border.
Taey were separated in Austrig, he was pushed off the bus ?%i
brother was on, His brother is now in America and "I myself
have registered at the American consulate," (The'Director told
me that he is corresponding with the child's mother and that my
lunch partner will be put in a Pestalozzi Institute in Switzer-
land.,) He was attired with feathers. I never found out
whether he had a shirt or,for that matter; pants underneath, As
far as I could see, there were conly feathers,

"Why do you want to go to America?" I asked him, I must ade
mit,the = . / Sﬁgg%féﬁ?ﬁht the answer was not quite stereotype:
"To kill Indians."™ = "Why would you kill Indians, they never hurt
you.™ = "Russians didn't either." Another big chunck of meat dise

appeared, "And..Y(the pause was not psychological on his part, he
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just had to chew some of the enormous bite he took in on top
of the one he had taken in previously and absentminiigf‘f forgot
to teke care of.) "I killed them." - There still were layers
of food in his mouth, so I addressed a big boy = thirteen years
of age: "Is thfﬁ midges with the glant appetite telling the
truth?" - :?3@51 came the laconic answer, I was so flabbergasted
" that I asked: “When?' = "During the Revolution." (Stupid questionso.)

"I threw bot’les of gasoline,"” the hero who managed %o get some
air in, interjectud, "see, the big boys used me, because I was
so small - I could hide-behing a small tree, the Russians thought
the strzet was deserted, so when They came real close:puffil threw
my bottles and ran,"” « "Why did you do it?" = ™I told you,™ he
said impatieitly, "because I was so small." (I guess this exe
plaiation i3 as good as any.)

His tura came to question: "Are there many Indians in America?”

suppose,”
e "I ~. = "As many as there were Russians in Budapest?" =

"I suppr3e.™ (He and the ™sig boy" exchanged significant glances:
"womanfﬁlﬁg; but he didn't let ga} "Hundred or ten ﬁhousaﬁgi:
Statistics was never my strong point, so I quickly :«sked : "How
mar.7 would you like to kill?" « "All of them,"™ - "Bub Americans,

I mean the white people, don't kill the Indians anymore.™ « "Did
chey forget how to fight? I'11 teach them. You just take gas;line
bottles and puffoo.™ = ¥ The older one said sardonically: "Indians
are not in tanks - they are on horses.™ - "You can throw bottles

T

-7
of gasoline also on horses," the young military expert Lied,
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- "Horses are faster than tanks, they won't wait for you," =
"Well, then I’ll stop them with my arvows and then throw the
gasolinc bottles on them."™ This strategy floored the elder one =
he rurineted for a while and then said: "That could be done," =
"hnd if they managed to get away, 1'11l shoot the arrows in their
bot.coms and then frem behind will throw my bottles on them°

Tris tactzcsalso met with the approval of the older Juragagist -
fIt seem% t'.hat9 in the beginning, I wgs in on th&s conversation,
and now l‘?ﬂbsitting in on a general staff conference, like if

I were in a coma.Il must recuperate guickly.y |

"Did you hate the Russians?™ - "I don't hate anybodyq My
mothe*ﬁ?gaught 18 not to hate anybody. She &ften told my father
that even the Communists were human and he shouldn&b hate them so
much.” = "Then why did you kill them?" He lost his petience: "Bee
cause the friends of my brother decided that I the smallest
and yet Cﬁlﬁiun pretty fast;so, I was chosen to threw the bottles.™
- "But nobody decided for you to kill the Indians and yet you
want to kill them. Why?" - "Because I like to throw gasoline
bottles, sometines a big detonation follows and I have to run,
Just run..."

Dic¢ Pestalozzi ever foresee what could be dome for a child who
becomes involved in a life and ceath game and wants %o play it
from then on?! I hope he did, Or must a new pedagogie be born
te take care of this youngest geaeration of participants of the

Hungarian Revolution? -
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The Hungarian peasant -
one cannet talk fire minutes to one withecut hearing an ironical
expression with vhich he lasheg himself or the world, He mocks
the darkness f¢r being se dark, the light for being so light; if
the candle gocs out, he says it must be## light encugh to see with-
out it, If he can't see an object at close range, he is not fare
sighted, 1. is simply that his arms are toc short, The fresh-
ness with which he moves things from their habitual places and
matche~ them up to each cther is disarming. The Hungarian pea=

oex e
sant not to be clever, but he only understands and makes
undersvood the small through the large and the large through the

relativity
s1all ~ he only emphasizes the —— °~ " ... = of things which is the
basis of all humor, This rustic imagination which takes enormous
leaps but always lands on earth, this smiling nihilism manifes

ted as a painful indifference toward the irremediable lack of
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purpose of life, dwells in the Hungarian peasant,

Now that I have explained the origin of my prejudices, I can,
with a clear consclence, say that I humbly asked my future inter-
viewee whether he 'iould condescend to see me at such and such
time in such and such room; he deliberated for a very long time -
didn’t put a sinjle question in between (not even why I wanted to
sce him} . that would have interrupted the deliberating process)
and finally saiu: "I'll be there,"™ - "And I'l1l be happy." - ile

quietly howed,

I picked ou" five more boys, at random. I asked some to join
me and to some I gave orders = to the former 1 gave some exe
planations, to the latter none whatsoever. - I wanted them to be

Thei-e
there, and, the’ were, on the dot,

Levente- 13 o_ Father is warehouseman at -electrical

factory. Thery are four children, and they are Catholic., Two
elder sisters 'eft in November and now are in Australia, his
elder brother, 22 years old, stayed a% home with his wife and
baby.
a freight asfaras y
He canme alone in Januzary, by/train} bi-li:-AHe@;eshalom,in the
former
brake car, 'hen a railvoad man discovered him, the lastter gave
him somethirg to eat anl then directions what road to take, It
was nine o'clock in th: evening,when he arrived in Austria, He
entere: a small vestaurant and said: "Joestet™ The answer

!' ﬂorf";-
wgs"Guten ?.’aendg,(“ H: started to cry sheer happiness. The
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innkeeper, who tnew dungarian, notiZie/ the Red Cross, he was
picked up and taken o BEisensted®.

As in 1948, he hafq';! been in Switzerland, he wanted to come
back anc hoped that a family will eventually adopt Lim. He is
in Heim Schonegg, bu% nobofy seems to be in a hurry ts adopt him,

His favorite subjects a school: mathenyitics, liternture,
misic, He loved his phyrics professor,-for his attltule - he
put his lege on the tabl: and said that's the way' reople do it

in Anerica and they arm real =mart,

i

He likec. te go tc ‘a2 opera; to theaters - HAMLE! was svattere
ing., One definitelyhad the impression that many &J'usions

were made to the pr:zent system ,especially when it was repeatelly

—{E-@-f*‘ X i i H . 4 He le?
said Denmark &s aorison,. Hungary was a prison. e lef't it, but

he would love te 40 back,in case he would not feel imp:iisoned
anyrore, in ca ¢ the Communists would leave. He correciad hime
self and sai¢ "In case the Russians would leave, there would be

ne Communis-S in Hungary,"

Catve (P 16, Catholic. Father streetcar conductor, mother

workip 28 a telephene receptionist at the S2TK, He has been

bles:d with three sisters - he is the oldest child - so it
wai't too difficult for him to leave home, girls are a pain in
1@ neck, always privileé\ged, too, for no reason whatsoever. Boys

ars much more responsible, , while

girks, - while girls! He only wishes he cculd understand why
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ggiOuentinonitoms His favorite subjects in
school were history and literature - reading the contenporary
party vl I 7’
writers was no Joy not even lllyes - Dozaa was presented as
a Communist, He loved Jékﬂio
—— R
He adoresYoperas s Puccini, Verdi, pays the violin - his favorite
symphony composer is Beethoveénu
Would like to go %0 the Congo - live in jungles - animals don't

kill unless hungary.

L4s216 1L, Catholic. His father had died in 1945,

his stepfather is a skilled worker, his mother is a housewife.
He has four sten sisters, one steptrother, and one brother. He
left with the latter, who is now in England - they were separated
by not being 2ble to ‘ﬁat ao:_:( :.”he. f??e bus. His brother worked in

a mine, and when the‘Vo kerwanderung’ started,said: "Laci, let's
try our luck, maybe we'll get work on the surface of the earth -
 ? prefér the ‘resh air to the"air™ | am obliged to inhale in
the intestines = the earthoq He had always ~ listened to his
older brother,so here they are = séparatedo Originally they both
wanted to go Lo America, They were three times caught trying
to cross the border, but made it the fourth time,

In school he liked each subject, with the exception of the

Russian language. Grades were given according to the status of
the respective Tather - if he sympathized with Comnunists-"the son

whether) an idiot or not, had good chances to pass and if the father
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happened to be a functionary of the Party, the son could sleep

in class on thepaternal laurels",

Ka'rolyg 15, Reformed., Father lathe operator, He hime

self has been working since July, 1956, Has one brother or may-
be had one brother, Both of them had z %“aken an active part in
the fighting, but-his brother was wounded, so he couldn't leave
E when crossing the border was easy - tried it later, but was .
caught, and probably courtmartialed - he had Yeen in the army =
who knows ifgthevis.alive? - "Please don't cry, I can't see a
fifteen year old boy cry,™ I kept saying to myse'f - And there
he was with tears streaming down his face = "If yo. were a girl,
I could embrace you, kiss you, what can one do with 3 crying
fifteen yearr old boy?!"™ I Just don't have any imagination, I
suppose = I kissed him, And to my great surprise, he diin't

mind a bit, He kissed me. —‘
_ What do you suppose they were doing:

They were also crying. QG
‘hy not, after all?! These boys are less mature than

the girls were and they look as if nobody had ever kissed them =
I know, = but
these big clumsy oafs are crying and one cannot talk sense to

a person who says his brother probably has been shot. What can
one say: "Never mind, another brother will grow up, or one bro-

ther more or less, so what?" What can one say? What can one
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do? I Jjust don't have any imagination whatsoever, I suppose.

He had been in Gero's villa , asa member of the popular
police and his group shot a heliocopter which landed close to
Gero's house. s

He crossed the border alone, was trapped by Russian patrols,
but had his DISZ identification card on which was a e
star -~ that touched the Russian commander, so he let him go.

He liked to go to school, Put he couldn't stand the Russian
language and under the gmﬁ@yﬁungarian literature;'Russian
literzture was taughﬁg%iﬁonov, Soloviev, Soholov, Mayakovsky,
Pushkin, Gorky, he definitely preferred Balassa, Zriny,
c%okonaiD V6?6§mart§:'ﬂranyo It was revolting thata?verything

o o §
= m\f\’-—)
was invented by the Russians - including Aladdin's'Lamp. Gym

was excellently taught - and the equipment was alsc firstrateu

His father as a lathe operator; had to join the party, but he
always said that his fellow-Communists hated the Party even more

than he did,and that was quite something!

Everybedy had to pay peace loans --actually; in school, there
was a Conmunist teacher who offered his one month salary! Ori-
ginally, the boys wanted to beat him for it, but the majority
voted against it - 8: if he is so dumb that he voluntarily of-
fers his salary for a wholey month, then God has beaten him al-

ready!?

: &
Is?.v‘in-la Father is an agricultural worker, has three
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brothers - they all stayed with the land which has been taken
away from them - but it's there - they look at it every day -
they look at how it's beliing destroyed and curse, He didn't
want to have anything to.do with land, he was a pupil of a
vocational high school, He loved to go to school. He noticed
though that the professors did not agree on many subjects - he
was often sent to the teachers' room and whenever he would step
in, there was an embarrassed silence and some of the teachers'
faces were red, so red that he figured there must have been some-
thing wrong with their bleod pressure, Pundul 73 e Qﬁbuhm.ﬁhmb

All peasants, with the sole exception of the hated the
regime - the compulsory deliveries were set up to destroy the
peasantry., /And the regime succeeded.

oy /d now I'd like to talk to the noisy

inhabitants of this house - forty-five, I believe is the number
of all the c&ldren - "You don't mean it,"” my six friends asked in-
credﬁiouslys

With the help of the teachers and my twelve (six plus six)
"shepherd dogs, the flock was rounded up. A young man of about
twenty years of age also offered his services - he was the sub-
stitute instructor and supervisor,

"Well, good luck, and I'm in a nearby room, don't hesitate to

call 30S. If they stay twenty minutes, you'll be lucky
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They stayed three hours, Meanwhile dinner was served, the
Director arrived anq)after ~ linner, a special delegation went
to him to ask for permission that another hour of discussion be
granted, Permission was reluctantly given. Finally the Direc-
tor; the'Superviaor; and the teachers, had to turn the lights
off in order for the Maudience" to leave the premises,

Many of the subjects discussed en masse have been done more
thoroﬁghly during the interviews of the two groups of six. I
will not bring up those subjects again,

I beiieve more than an hour went by with military discussions -
it wa-;?martial meeting, indeed - the ex-combatants Mmgq-poten—
tia) ex-combatants were called upon to relate their exploits -
if I had counted all the Russians who were killed by my cap~
tive audience, an aatroﬁomic figure would have come out, The
aumber of the arms use& was also astounding: from :
Molotov cocktails to bombers!

I felt all the time that the proper medium to register this
interview would be a movie camera. It was not what they were
saying which was so exciting; it was the way they were saying
it.

Boys from nine to sixteen years of age; having gone through
a real revolution with a real enemy to kill and having, on top
of 1t; the approval and the admiration of a whole nation! There
was one person though they couldn’t convince of the seriousness

of their mission: their own mothers. They all admitted that
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after the days of tough fighting, they were scared to death

to go houe, because they would invariably get a horrible beat-
ing from a tougher advesary Epa? all the Russians put together:
theirs own mothers.,

The Russian soldiers - the occupation army was not composed
of bad eggs were constantly huné@;y - they asked people
who were standing in line to give them some bread. These Russians
were killed by the Mongolians, and in order to erase the traces;
the Mongolians smashed them to become like jam with their own
tanks!? here l‘é:--nzg' ;; :‘;’; people’]

The military~ = of the Revolution was Maleter/who -~ ~ -
declared that he is not going to shoot at his own nation . But
the writers:gthe Petofi Circle were the ones who started the
ball rolling.

The tearing down of the Stalin - - monument was another sube
Ject they liked to dwell upon = they all had pieces of it -
their most valued possession = which they considered selling;
for a couple millions of francs or lire or dollars, at a later

Stalin was -
stage of their lives. They said that after/:.  toppled, he
had been dragged on his own road to the Natiocnal Theater aid/in
front grer:z:ght; in the morning, it loocked like it had snowed
upon i - it was covered with spitting;, The divinization of
Stalin and of the Sowviet Union was most aggravating - whatever
they did had to be admired and the rest was always wrong.

None of them (two or three were of peasant origin and the rest
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were sons of workers) thought that land or factories be re-
stored to their former owners,

The hatred toward the peasant class was so dense that one
could cut it with 2 knife;- they were the ones who lived
well, they were black marketeers, while the po;!r workers were
starving. ;

Generally speaking, those who were working hard, were not
making any mozey at all. While on the other hand, if one worked
for the party, one did not have to be a skilled worker to make
big money, Those who were driving the others to work, the Com-
munists, were the ones who earned high wages. And if somebody
opened ris mouth, then the "dreamcar" (AVO car) would stop in
front of his house and he was whisked away for good. ("Szélsf T
szét., betdrik a fejedo'ﬂ G If you open your mouth; you'tll have
your head smashed,). . One recognized informers by their smell -
they stank for miles (kilometerekre buzlottiek),

I asked them to name their pet hates, as far as the upper
echelon:mﬁ;kosi; Gers, Hegedlis Andrds, Farkas V_iladinir; Farkas
Miha/].y, Re’vais Péter Ge’.'bor, Marosa'n, Kadar got the majority of
the votes, Th;se people &&Mmove freely among the popu=
lation - they circulated in underground corridors - from the
Party House to the Erkel Theater, @m the center of the Trade
Unicns,was the largest underground corridor)' there also was one
leading to the Stalin monument,

My next question was: "What was wrong with them?"
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"They all had Jewish noses.- I have witnessed meetings during

Nazi times where the speaker would entice the audience into a
- ".frenzy against the Jewish race - this meeting in

Adelboden &u;passqthenzin as much as the audience ?tcn-twelvee
fourteen-sixteen yean'old children) enticed each other: who
could harm them more,was the burning questnon. The playful
pbantasy I so much like in the Hungarian race, was turned to
invent tortures and - imaginary | pgbgr;;s were taking place
in front of my horrified eyes, These, ten minutes ago, likable
children, outdid each other in crﬁelty, indeed.

" Let's talk about America’ it did take some time to divert
their attention from their favorite paagtimep "Okay," they
finally agreed,

Why are the negroes not considered human beings - what about
the Klu Klux Klan - where is the famous American democracy; tell

us??!

Is America the land of plenty, indeed} What is the price of
cars, washing machines, nylcn underwear, shirts; suits; television
sets, radios, etc.?

What are the minimum wages for workers?

Does America have anything comparable to the Séﬁ?

How is the military service? How is the army food?

Do cowboys and Indians still exist? What about sheriffs?

Does America have the hydrogen bomb? If yes; what the hell is
she waiting for? The war is unavoidable S0, let's get it over
with,gr_:s; awei, d.r.'.‘.’_:!-!' [one, two, theae ']
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Is it true that Hunzarian refugees receive family homes?

And can one receive SN permits, even if one is only
thirteen-fourteen year: old?

What are the criteria to be accepted at universities?

If they weat to America, and if another revolutiop were tol
break out ir Hungary, rvhich will happen in the very near future;,
is America going to parachute'them onto Hungarian so0il?! Bee
cause no ratter how good life were in America, they still couldn't
miss the second; and at that time permanently victorioua;

revolution,

Wiat was so sad about these children, I tried to analyze. The
answer or the partial answer may lie in the fact that they were
ns® children = no% adolescents - with a few exceptions, they did
not show the symptgggeof ﬁﬁﬁ}escence = in whose brain the knqwn
elementqpf reality 10t, taken permanent,unchaggeable root,
k=ws-not yrt been tagged with conventional names, are still mov-
able like'chessmen; they somehow respect reality too much = the
conventisnal conceptioanf reality are not stepping stones to a_
higher reality - they don't search God - they don't even deny
him - he does not exist,

Taey want to know the price of everything - essence escapes
thamo They are so prosaic = they are so grown-up,

They have to look out for themselves, that makes them shrewd-
that made them shrewd already in Hungary. The very faet that they
are here, shows that they have initiative, courage, willepower,
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determination, and good instincts, and yet in contact with them,
one feels that they lack some basic qualities: the willingness
to help each other, the capacity to like each other, I don't

mean to say that many of them were not likable - on the

contrary, it's fjust that they didn't know it,.

It was past eleven, when I said, "Good-night" to my hosts

and retired to my"chambers",
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It was the instructor kmocking at my door. He insistel that he has to
speak t0 me. Therd was such urgency in his voice that, despite my tired-
ness and the abswrdity of the howr, I finally consented to hear him out.
There was something he had said, while pleading in fromt of my door, which
decided me. He sald: "I know what killing is, because I have killed." =
"Russians, during the Revolution?® = I asked. "During the Revolutionm, yos =
but not Russians.”

I told him to lead me to the recreation room. We sat dowr, Finally,
I looked at my Respondent. He
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was extremely handsome - but somehow one did not expect the pro-
file to have the face it had; this is very difficult to explain,
but I definitely had the feeling that there were two people
sitting in front of me, depending on whether I looked at the
profile or at the full face. Both "views" were equally attrace
tive and yet one somehow contradicted the other,

"I am 22 years of age, I come from a wine producing region, from
Tokay. This region ™was occupied"ﬁmegstillték) by Jews (he talked
about it ag if a foreign army had descended on this particular
spot and taken over the command), and we,boys, (ten-eighteen years
of age) suffered because they constantly complained about the
damages inflicted by us on their vineyards; and we m were constantly
harrissed by the police. - My father had died long ago,x he had
be2n a watchmaker, my mother had two acres of vineyard and she
‘ried to make a living out of it - I saw her work hard and not get
anywhere and then I saw the Jews accomplish whatever they wanted
because they had pull = there was no compulsory delivery for them,
only for us; poor Hungarians; and they were always right and we
were always wrong,

"In 1944, a rich Jewish family entrusted its valuables to my
mother and after a year some of its members did come back and
simply didn't believe that all those valuables were taken away
by the Russians and denounced my mother; she was "stamped™ as a
e my poor mother who ;g‘so religious and she was so z mis-
erable for years and so alone and I was so helpless because I was

too small to protect herm, I went out and committed acts of van-
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dalism - so, it was my turn to be stamped as a juvenile delin-
quent, fit to be sent to a correctional institute = but my
mother begged the authorities to forgive me once more, and,
amazingly, they did,

"So, I did no wrong anymore - nothing they could pin on me,
I was so afraid that they would separate me from my mother. But
for nights, I lay awake and killed in my imagination those dirty
Jews one after the other: one bullet for havingf called my
mother a thief, one bullet for having made a juvenile delinquent
out of me, one hullet for what they were doing to my nation, four-
five- six.oebulletz - I couldn't figure out more reasons and yet

£

I couldn't let the trigger go

"l Jecame a very good pupil and was mostly interested in

Sciences, in all the manifestations of life which I learned to

respect’and yet, in the back of my mind, there was always a

roservation: with the exception of that of the Jews., I wanted

>0 study biology,= and I had strong hopes to be accepted at the.

university, because my grades were good and my class origin wouldn't

have been an obstacle either., And the principal of the school to

which I was going called me in before graduation and made advances -
clagsmates aaild-

I was so pure at the time, unlike my SoENENPWEL-, 1 hawe never

touched a girl - and he soiled me - it took me a long time to
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realize what was happeninr- but suddenly the light
came, I picked up a heavy object and hit him - he fell down =

I wish he had died; he didn't, though, and, due to his dirty
manipulations, I could not enter college - I tried for three
consecutive years - Medicine and Law in Szeged,and in Budapest,
but no success., He took care of my kﬂﬂé? for good. There was
no recourse, M career was finished I wished I

could have said that he was a Jew = then my hatred could have
been even mor: dense, if possible - this way, it was only spread-
ing, encomp:essing also the Christians, encompassing mankind,

"I was d4isgusted by men and women alike, I, who liked life,
started to hate its ;:;ual aspects. I tried to discover beauty
in the sexual ast act, but at the most unexpected momen:, the
face ¢f the girl I was with, took the features of my principal -

I felt like hitting her « I left everyone in the midst of the
e

"I went into the military service in 1956, the Revolution broke
out and two buddies and I left our unit and joined the Freedom !
Fighters, We were surrounded at the Gizella . - <@ Mill; pre-
viously, we had been holding the fort in a liquor factoryT{HilEs.. ?
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"And for three days straight we were drinkiang - only liquor,

no water, no food. We were completely drunk when captﬁred, the
Russians locked us into a pigpen and said that they would be back;
at least we later figured that that's what they must have said,
And the sobering came - and with sach minute that went by,we reali-
zed more and more the horror of our situation., We stayed in that
pigpen for approximately three hours - objective time - and 4n
eternity = subjective time, |

"The Russians did = come back, sgme ﬁggsians came would be the
correct way of saying it, because © . dc even know if they
were the same Russians who had captured :3?: and - freed t?gz

It ﬁas late in the evening,we went to our headquarters, askad
<7V €

for arms - there was an ample supply, we took-—- (et i@ ianyass?

el =] 2 : like his expression,
s Wad '

it frightening, Yes, I afraid, nobof what he'll do to me,

but to hear what he hag(’ done,) "Neither of us could sleep, we

roamed the streets and around aight o'clock in the rorning, on the

28th of October, on the Jozsef Korut at the corner of == Street,

six Jews were standing and onevpainted at us and said: “Nez:@tek,

itt megé’a cs&rbe"(Look, there go the hoodlums)® and I fired and
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By buddies fired. All in all we had twenty-one bullets and none was left,

and the six Jews were lying in fromt of us, stone dead."

In the morning I was swakened oarly by a delegation composed of
boys and girls - they brought me flowers. They looked 30 happy when they
handed them over.

Several asked me to give them my address - they will write, they
promised - tell me abfout what's happening to them, especially if something
&ood happens, "We don't like to complain,® the peasant boy added very
seriously, "and we don't know correct e;alling® the peasant $irl sald,
"making errors of spelling is vgly, I would rather not write."

They did not write,
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Erzaébet, my first acquaintance in Heim Sch&hegg stayed with
me to th: very last minute. She said: "You may know me, but bet
you arything that I know you, too. I knew exactly what your reaction
was when our Director told us about that thirteen yean old girl
r.ho ol Jjoin us in our"home" and who got drunk in Vienmna
and was taken back unconscious by two boys to the camp and God
only knows what happened to her on the way! He should not have
told it to us, that's what you thought - I watched you closely."'

S chiipet®e  "You tell me why not?" . "Because you

like to give equal chances to people and you figured that that

girl, after having her past revealed, #m does not have much of

a chance with some of these boys arougﬂ here. It's hard to be

a girl, and especially it's hard to be a girl almost alone in a
camp - my brother is not mature enough to underatand;“ she added,
She wanted me to put questions I felt it and = didn't, Finally
she said: "I'll ' tell you what happened to me." = "Did you tell
anybody at all?" - "No."™ -« "Don't tell me either. . It never
happened.™ - "You mean.."™ - "You have to behave as if it never

happened." = - I'll never forget how joy innundated her face.

"Do you think it can be done?"™ - "It has to be done = do jou hear
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vVaat did you ask me? Oh, you want to know my first name, ==
Ilona stepped in. She would like to have five minuteg alone
vith me, We went up to her room, rather bed., She would like to
show me something - it's a secret, (one more?! there should be
a limit to the secrets entrusted to 1ay?) “Underneath her pillow,
a doll appeared, It's not the most beautiful doll in the world, she

apologized, but she had it for so long, The problem is: she's
afraid, one of these days, the other girls will discover it and
make fun of her. She really should throw it away, but she doesn't
have the heart, although she does realize that iﬁ gpesn't make m
much sense to keep an old doll at her age, but.., mell, I suppose,
everybody knows whit my answer was, But nobody suspects ﬁha oute
come, When we le’t the room, the doll was on the pillow; be~
cause we don;t want to hide our perfectly legitimate attach-
ments, etc,

An hour laver, a crying Ilona stepped in - would I please
come in and see for myself: the "Indian"™ has gotten the doll - |
he scalped her and, on top of it put a big ;?:;;ht in the midst i

of her hrart!



