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HUMAN PROBLENS IN KAZ AKHSTAN

In 1958 the rate of .desertion from the virgin lands in
Kazakhstan, partly es a result of the lack of balance between
the sexes, became so substantial that the Kremlin decided to
g0 into business as a marrisge bureau. In an unprecedented
move, it was decided to send 25,000 "volunteer" glrleg off to
Kazakhstan from the overpopulated areas in the west of the
USSR.. "Selection commissions" were set up at the raion and
urban committee officgs. of the Komsomol, which wers each as-
8igned a gquota of 200 girls in the case of small towns, rang-
ing up %o 2,000 in the case of Moscow, 2

b The press published a voluminous quantity of recruting
ﬁ!ﬁpaganda, making it clear that the draft of 25,000 girls
was intended to reduce the labor-turnover problem in Kazakhstan
by making it possible for some family life to be provided for
the remnants of the early pioneers. The appeal from Akmolinsk

- oblast, for example, addressed to "girls of the USSR, " read:

"Dear Friends! You well understand that the present

and the future of our farms depends on the settlement of 3
our young cadres. We greatly need permanent workers. But
~what happens at present? Every yeaT tens of thousands of
remarkable lads come here from the tractor schools, de-
mobilized soldiers return from the Army, but - and ‘this

is no secret -~ many of them are compelled to leave because
they cannot start a family here...t3

This somewhat naive appeal went on to promise that the
girls who responded would be trained as skilled workers after
thg;r arrival. The "selection commissions" were go efficient
it only six months later Komsomolskaya Pravda announced
overfulfillment of the target, since 30,000 girls had already
been imported.4

They arrived none to‘soon} apparently, bécause the turnover
. of sovkhoz tractor drivers had reached alarming proportions.
Izvestia 5_reported that of the men drafted into three sovkhozy

1Komsomolsk§ya Pravda, 8 February 1959.

®Radio Liberation Weekly Review for March 14-20, 1959.
3Komsomolskaya Pravda, 4th January 1959, '

429th July, 1959. '

24pril 21, 1959, 11th June 1959.
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