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 EVAL. COMMERT: Hungary regnlarly attends the MILAN Pair. e
In 1053, the Hungerien Envey in ROME, KALLO Ivan, heasded
 the Hungarian delegation et the opening ceremony. R
, The guslity of the articles exhibited at the Fair re-
flects the decreasing standards of Hungarian Industry,
particularly for copsumer goods.

EVAL. COMMENT: (Czecheslovakia) It is interesting to note
: ¥ UCR parvicipetion in the MILAY Fair wae not mentioned
in ‘the aveilable CSR press. The decline of consumer goods
quality ie confirmed here; however, it seeme that CSR
cut glass productz, althouvgh far from the prewar etandard,
have until now not been chalienged by serious competition
on the world merket. Promising progress is being mede
by the German manufaciurers.

¥ okis

On Sundavf ‘11 April 1953, the Thirsy-First HILAW Trede
and Industrisl Fair was opened cy Iuigi EINAUDI, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Italy. The periicipeting nations,
including Hungary and Czechoslovaekia, ere represented,
and more than 250 new producis not previously exhidited
to the publie may by seen.

" Opening dey was fair end sunghiny, end =z gresti show was
made by the huge visitors' stend thronged with peraonal%-
ties from all the yartimjnatin~ countries and some others,
present to hear Mr. EINAUDT give his opening discourse.

: The Presifient arrived in hix*n from ROXE st 0910 end 3
= proceeded to the fair grounds in a buge motormada. A%
the entrance to the Fair he. was ret by representetizs .



-ty

forces of the Army. the Carbinieri, the Pinance
Guards and the Pire Corps. In front of the speaFers’
stand was the Band of the Public Security, and offi-
cers of the Bersaglieri, as color guard.

President EINAUDI, saluting the public and ths Pair
Officials, applauded the fine efforts of the officials
of the Fair, which is an autonomous organization
sponsored by the Commune of MITANO. He praised all

the exhibitors and the contribution they have made
to the program of Man's well-being and to bettering
the lot of all people.

The President and his party then spent the rest of
the day visiting the various exhidbits.

In the great Palace of the Nations, where general

exhibits are held, the show was a good one. Of the

countries of Eastern Europe;, this year only Hungary

~ &nd Czechoslovekia are represented. in the past

years, in addition to them, there have appeared

the Soviet Union (in 1951 for the firet and last

tims,) Poland and Rumania. Bulgaria wes supposed

to be represented this year;, and had all its ex- . :
“-  hibits in MIIAN ready, and Space rented. However, |

at the last minute, because of diplomatic tension 25

existing between Bulgaria and Italy, Bulgarias can-

cdled her appearance, (The full story of this is

included in & separate report.) = .

Noteworthy in the Palace of the Nations was the fact -
that this year all the Scandinavian countries, Nor- @
way, Denmark and Sweden, have a common exhibit, sho-
wing the community of interests and mutual interre-
lationship between these three countries. Among the
most colorful exhibits were those from Indo-Chine

end its separate units, including Cambodia, and

Viet Nam, ‘Turkey, Greece, Cuatemale, Jugoslavia,
Holland, Canada, France, Belgium, and others. The
French exhibit this year includes a magnificent
display of the finest in modern typographical and
.11lustrative art. : s

The commerciesl and industrial exhibite ars éﬁ ama-
- zing spectacle indeed. Almost any produect on’ the -
world market in the way of finished product is to
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be found hers. Hany new developments end novelties
in the fields of plsetics eare especially noticesbls.
Building meterislis in entirely new plsatics open
new horizone., Tha most striking end euccessful pri-
vate exhibit 48 that of & well-known tooth-paste,
which, on a large lot perfeectly reproducing a Mexi-

‘_ can desert scens, complete with sleeping peon (slive,)

shows a space ship, ready %o teke off for Msre. The
crew iz 2%ill moving sbout, dressed in their space
euits of shining metal end wearing their tranaperent
helmete apnd oxygen-tanks. After a time they enter
the ship; and the rocke¢e begin tc biss and screem.
{(But the rocket does not actuzily take off. We'll

~have tc wait for a future fasir to see that.)

What & pity that our listeners in the countries behind

. the Iron Curtein cannot see all the new and fescinating

things that thia eapitelist weatern world is develc-
ping new each year. : g

Turning to the two representaztives of Eestern Eurape;
we feel a sense of profound pity, elmost of sheme.
The Hungerien exhibit shows & complete bathroom; for
eéxample - evidently the letest ené most up-to=date -
now made in that country. The stvie was crude end
the enamelling poorly dome, in some pliaces being eo
thin that efier & couple of cleanings, the hare ’
terra cotte would come forth. The tub wse miserasble
and without sides, heing set in a woodern frame, like
thoee our grendmoihers used tc have. Cne could sin-
cerely admire the fine hendicrefte and embroidsred
blouses of treditionsl Hungarisn .ertisanship. ind

we could thank the strengith of those people who
have been able 1o keep at lesst that wmuch of their
heritage. For the rest, however, littie good can

be gaid. A few poor, shoddy scientifi:> instruments
were shown, some old china-were (obviously not for
sazle bui there for ite decoretive welus.) Textiles

- of deeigne and wesves pimilar tc those found in
the poorest and cheapesi of itelien country pedlars’
stocks., Sgueages, preserved mesis, ssizmis -~ these
we saw throvgh the glass end could not judgs as %o

'quality. In peckaging, however, they esre inferior
‘%0 such things es commonly found on thke Itslian

market of Italien profvetion. Our impressions of
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the Hungarian exhibit were of tired, overworked
pecple, who no longer have hopes, taste, or even
desire to make a good show. Certainly, there was -
to be seen no s%gn of the taste and fine sense of
line and of desfgn that we in the ¥est have always
oongidered the Hallmark of all that which is Hun-.
garian. ;

Turning to the Czechoslovak exhibit, we felt much j

the same as we did when visiting the Hungarian. At

the entrance, where in the past has appeared the

bust of GOTTWALD, there is now a bust of ZAPOTOCKY,
sitting on a high.pedastal; with & background of

red curtains. We got quietly past this monument ( 1 .
for it looks far more like a tombstone than a monu-

ment honoring & living man;} wondering how long

that face will continue to be honored, The first

thing we see are samples of all sorts of cocal and
lignite, as well as by-products of coal-distillation,
including dyes, tars, oils; etc. We than come to a.

case full of paints and pigments, and then to porce-

lain insulators and other industrial ceramics. Follo-
wing this are samples of scientific and industrial
glass-ware, and then a case showing & few micros-

copes and other optical and-scientific apparati.

There were a couple of cheap=looking cameras, and

two enlargers = one for 35 mm negatives, and: the

other = vertical - for large studio enlargements.

Then there were rubbergoods, toys and notions; .
including braids, trimmings, pins,; needles, brass ; .
fasteners and buckles, etc. Off to one side is a

large glase case filled with books and prints. I :
can only say that, conitresting these articles with .
the magnificent examples of fine printing and book-=
making in the Prench exhibit below, it would have

been better for the Czech exhibitors to have left

these things at home. Stuck away behind some folios,
there was a small edition of the famous Goya etchings

of the "Horrors of Waer." We wondered how that got

there, and if its presence was a part of ths present
MOSCOW Peace Linz or not. It is the first time we

have ever seen thesé works of GOYA in the middle .

of Communist publications. It gave us room for much
speculation. I would have liked to have seen the ; _
book at first hand and been 2ble to read the ceptions. ]
But when I asked %o see it; I was politely told that ;
the books could not be handled. : 1
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I had been anxious to see the exhibits of Bohemian
crystal ware, ac at past fairs this has been a
highlight for me. Two years ago the Czechs had 3
far the best exhibite at the fair, being espesia
ahead of all the rest in fine glass and art work
in crystal. But this year I looked in vain. 41l

- that was new, fresh, different, and forward-looking,'

which had so characterized the Czech gless exhibited
in past years, was missing. It seemed to have been
epurated, for some reason. Instead, there was poor
looking china-waref{ glass sets - tea sets; ligueur
sets;, etc., in ehlored - usuall dy brown - glass,
with cheap designs, such as one often finds in the
cheapest notions stores in poor quarters of provin-
cial towns. True, there was & small collection of

~cut=-glass crystal in the traditional shapes and -

forms., But the edges were uneven, and there were
many bubbles in the glass. What was left was about
on the same level as some Soviet stuff I saw in :
MILAN two years back - and which had made such a bad
showing that the Russianshave not dared again send
exhibitis to MILAN. .My heart wae very heavy, as I

- realized that here, too, at last, the long Russian

hend bhas stretched out and killed something that

- was lovely and unique. Would it ever return ? I

saw some beautiful modern glass and crystal ware
in the Scandinavian exhibit and in the Belgian -
but not in the Czech room. Have the great Bohemian
artists in #less all been epurated, too ? ;
As 'in past years, the Czechs also had on exhibit
some motorcycles and bicycles. Icould not judge
their quality from merely looking at them. But
contrasting their external appearance with those
from other countries - especielly ltaly,  Germany and
Great Britein = I could not help noting that in pein-
ting, finishing, etc., the Czech cycles were in out-

_ward appearance greatly inferior to the others.

Aleo &8s usual, the Czechs exhibited mény musical
instruments - brass, reeds, planos and organs, both
electric and melodions. So far as external appearance

~is concerned, these appeared to be up to standard,

I heard several of the pianos pleyed, and to judge
by their tones they appeared to be adequate,_but
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nothing specisl. There was one piang - a ROSEL Heby
Grand - in louis XIV style., T had spent two hours
_.in the Czech room, carefully locking at everything
there, and esch moment was more difficult than ike
legt, as I saw more foreibly the incredible dstario-
retion in quslity, design, and finish of those Czech
products which in the past I have so much admired.
¥hen I asked es to prices, I waes told sinply that
goods are not s0l1d in emall quantities, and that if
I were a genuine businessman, zeriously ianterested
in Czech products, I must address myself to the Com=
mercial Attach® in ROME. As I left the Fair Grounds,
* I kept thinking over what T had seen; and lamenting
something that was dead. The ineviteble was Lecoming
very much apparent in the Czeech products shown tc the
public. Loss of political and spiritual liberty was
destroying the work of these men who had oncs: been
the fineat crafismen in Europe; and whose art had
béen famous for centuries. For machines, too, as
well as paintings, statues and crystal-ware can Le
works of art, and they can be cheap and shoddy pro-
ducts of slave labor, of the sweat-shop, of fear
and dietress vithout hope, without inspriation. Was
. there ever a power more destructive of all that is
fresh; pure, good, sweet, creative, alive and human,
than is bolshevism 7 _ : S




