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ommunist Pariy and its Subsidiary Orgenizations

.
 SOURCE TRIESTE: A 23-year-old baritone from CLUJ, who
‘Servad In the artistic group of the border guard troops.
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 EVALUATION COMMERT: This is a very detailed report on the =
- Tommunisi-sponsored and basic Party organizations within the
- CLUJ State Opera. = Aljhough &he present contribution appears e
%o be based on observations dating back to 1951-1952, i% pro-
:  vides many useful details regarding distortion of contexts;
~ orgeanization of "spontaneous" demonstrations; salary deduc~

~ * tions, and the Party’s inner 1life as it is reflected by the
‘regime’s attempts to sovietize the people by means of a dir-
~ ected cultural program. The reported names are unknown here.

" As in all other centers of activity within the Rume-
nian Popular Republic, the activities of the CLUJ Opera
theater are closely directed by the polifics of Communist
Party. For engaging & member to a particular group, the Com-
munist Party set up a2 series of "political organizations or
unions," which at the present moment control the activity and
the private 1ife of each citizen. :

The members of'fhé;opéra:tﬁeater of CLUJ are com-
pulsory or voluntary members of the following organizations:
: = (over)
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o vk ‘he opera theater s union orga:i»a*icn belongs
S iko tae #tinion of Tmployees of the Institute for 47t and Cul-
. ture, *¥¢ac&ra,‘"-of CLUJ, on Jokoj street Ho.10 {formerly =
-~ ¥ Jocge eizeed <) Each member of the opers theater or other ,'Q*“
hranches of the Institute for Art and Culture automatically
Ueécomes & tompulsory ember from the first day of his appoint- &
ent. Ewa'waeks later and without any previous notice, he
‘receives his memers 1p'card on payment of 100 fLei Epre—reform
woney, ai rresent, spproximately five Lei.) The membership
sard cont=ins persona¢ data and a photograph of ifs bearer.
- vias about four psges of articles taken from the Labor Code
zud zhenreceipta for the mcnthly dues %o be pa&d. Theze dnea.;~*”
exr cent of the salary -The adventages which each =
25 are the following: 25 per cent reduction on entry'i*'
{ "g'authorizaticn to partieigate~in all

_“The_ oﬁ h1y'u:1on meetings tal
BTy pattern, i.e. & summary of the pa L
future activiﬂies to be carrie& out by th
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- zuto-crivicisms and & whole series of manifestations o
- Marxist type Tor the devélopment of the program to be car-

~ ried out in the next month, followed by advice and, ‘some-~
- time3 threats, in case the said program is not entirely
- carried out. ‘Having finiahad this series of speeches, the
~ chapter "promises™ Pegin, during which the members of the
organization, one by oneiare expected to nyolunterily” spd
_;gontang;ualy undertaka_gertain obligations ror the fo on
- g‘aon Ve .'

: “In the fo
manifestations~- As soon ‘as the President opens the "compe-
-tiﬁionﬂ of “promiaaa,‘ tlLe assembly suddenly becomes very
still and, one after the other, everyone tries to sneak
u? as quietly as posaible. They succeeded because the
majority of the persons present came from the stage and were
adept in such things. Also the members of the Party or
branches, with the excep?ion of the heads of the said or-
genizations, tried theirilevel best to ignoreithe discus
. The president broke the silence and tried to persu.
s 2 aggembly to entér into the discussion. Thes kafforti
‘rinally were successful: iand some of those present

2 few words ‘that they =ere prepared to regularly p
in e11 manifestations which would be held, and to prepare .
‘an article for the wall-newspaper. During a meeting in
snring of 1952, G. SIFIOWESCU, when asked diractly to '
his promiae' replieﬂ as;followa. : e ;

i -&ﬂ'«

wing onr—source deacribes ona af these

*-c’“I considar 1t absurd to make pronises, beeauat 1! :
‘aaything should happen meanwhile, to prevent me from teepn-.;
ing them, you would consider me a liar." President ZNANI-
'ROVSKI rsplied the any séch "obligations® were optional and
“that, neturally, cases of unforeseen circumstances could
_prevent anybody from maintaining them. Hawsver,_SIlTQFESCU_jf
: raferrad to keep ailenta : “

: A1l conraea organized by the union organisation nrq; o
: ompulscry. Those who are attending the universily are ex- - Fied
mpt, because the university holds similar courses. How-
‘ever, absence from these:courses must be justified by a

edical certificate or a'certificate issued by the State
~authorities. Those who have no plausible excuse for their
‘absence are subject to panishment by the respective baae
;organizations,' ;

L vy

e :*. 2. The Humaniap Conmunist Party is represented by
 the. "bage organization" with, approximately, 20 members of
- the opera theater, This "base organization” depends on the
- regional "base organization of CLUJ which is dependent on
the Comunist Pa-ty 8 Ceatral Committee. The majority of
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its 2C mesmbers come from the ranks of the former Socialist-
~Democratic Party. IUntil 1952 it was very difficult to be-
come 8 member of the Pariy and only in that yeor, member~ =
ships were possibla. The opera's base organization is com-' =
posed of five members: Vasile SILDAR, Secrstavy; George -0 oo
ERAMIROVSKI, agitprop;’ Tonm CUREA, organizer; Togif PASCANU =

- -and Ton PISU, members. s B e R S

. The members ¢f the base orgenization have a member-
- ship card, and pasy duss corresponding to ona ger - cent of
_ their salary. Our source is unable %o describe the inside =
of the membership carcd, which is secrei, but the cutside
- was red until 1951. in that same year the red card was with- =
- drawn.  Afder a careful check of the members, they were given
& "provisory” memberahip card which was white. The members .
~of $his organization do not bave special priviieges except .
that they are generslly well-liked and’ frusted by the author
ities and are ‘not 8ubjected to the daily amnoyances which e
the average non-Communist has to endure. The Party's pese S
orgenizstion calls e general meeting each month in conformi-
ity with its statute, znd extra meetings whenever apecisl oC=
‘asiona make it necessary. Sometimes the organization as-
‘ombles all members in 4 public meeting , in whick all mem-
érs of the opera are permitted to participate. Generally,
4 3uch occasions, g uestions of general ~intersst are discus-
‘sed (our scurce, however, never attended any »f these meet-
ings and is, therefore, not in a position to supply further
details.) On the whole the members of _the Party ere expect- =
24 %o behave in a exemplary way, as far as discipiine, pol- =
itical mctivity, education and cultural 1 sonce
& standard, whioh, 5o far, aobog b ta

ers of the orgenization were St
But at thet time, the regional gan e
‘*hen checking, discovered a shortage of 150 Lei (post-reform
- money.) PASCARU admitted taking that amount "as a tempcrary
- loan" until the nax-[;-__.pay-'-day;;‘-"-Ha.uaa-._expfell_ed from the Com-
- munist Party, tried and sentenced to thres years of impris-
- onment and substifuted gs cashier by Leontin CHISU. =

 tens 45 g2 UL, the base organization waioh has 40 mem-
- bers is directed by: Leontin CHISU, secretary; ANGELICA (fnu)

= over)
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,_:f; £“ag1ﬁprap, and Ion PISU, nember._;nT' e

v AJ1 memhers ravs & membership card with 8 phuto-

i graphy of its bearer, ani two pagee containing all personal

- data end articles extracted from the U.T.M.'s statute. Like g
~ %he Communist Party the JTM ‘also calls monthly and when

-~ pecessary extra mectirgs. Unmbership hare bean.cpunuﬂ ainua
_-the beginning of 1952. .; S 2

-f_, 4, UPDR (ﬂniunaa Faneilor Damocrate Romann -'!hn
r_]Union of Ropaninn Wonea): each female member of the opera

. theater is obliged 3o §oin this organization: the UFDR is

. directed by a committee prostded ovsr hy Ana NEGHEA!U !hs
_p*mon+h1y dues are 25 Lei. : et e It

4 . SR 5. : ARI-US (Aaaohi&tiu Homm pentru Stra.natm Le
s ;'*gaturilor cu Unitnea Sovietica.) Also this is an organiza-
~ tion to which each member of the opera theater must belong
- It is directed by a committee under the presidency of Tonel
-JF5=”EICU. “ARLUST program aias at mnkinq'the "marvels of Social-
- ism's great fatherlanc, Russiaknown,' and the: methode of pro-

- paganda employed for that purpose are: the wall newspaper,

~ faked photographs, conferences, and pictures hung in each

- corner of the theater. Rare meetings of the associatiun S
“:-ara held for reviewing a Soviet opera, ete.. e :

Pl ___“ €. The Sport associstion *Flacara® 1s a branch of
_fﬁthe union. The monthly dues are 25 Lei, and nll nambera of =
o tha opera tha&ter have to be members. ; g:*
.f
'mfp' L The 'ajutozul Reciproe" (Reclprocal Aasistanee,)
mjfwhich ia a2 branch of the union, is the only organization
 having voluntary membership, but nevertheless is joined by
~ everyone. It is under the direction of the Ioan CEASU, who
. acts &s secretary, and all regulsarly inscribed members have
- the privilege of drawing loans amounting %o twice the value
- of their monthly salary, repaying any such loans at the rate :
~ of 2,000 TLei (pre—reforu money) per month. The mnnthly St
:jJﬁuea are 50 Lei.: s

A creit Our souroe, kncwing that he was dua to leave the
'=¥if,opera, and that the funds available belonged to the Communist
. Union Orgsnigation, borrowed 20,000 Lei (pre-reform money)
 a month before he was celled up for military service. How-
~_ever, he never had to pay back this sum, and learned, later
© by a letter sent by CEAUSU in the fall of 1952, that the

 union had kept him on tke payroll for an additional two
- monthe to cover up the &mount represented by his loan; a

-"procadura definitely againat the Penal Code.
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e e B. ‘The "wall newSpaper,“ 1ssued by ® committee or
 agitprops or people in charge of cultural activities of the
individual orgenizations (i.e. Union, PMR, UTM, ARLUS, UFDR, )
is published once each month and posted in the artiaté enm-,a;
- $rance hall. The various columns-.are headed: "Professional
_Lﬁztivity, Political sctivity," "Criticism and self-orit-
o ;%oiau _ “Sports, 2 "Hnmor " 'ARLUS " The eh:ef oditor is

e what happena uhansver the monthly ﬁnes ars paid

-psrtieulnrly when perzons, having the good forfune to own &
~ eollection of memberskip cards ara 1nvolved is daacribad by.
- our uourea in the folluning: = Sl

- Thi—optra theater paya the aqlariaa avary two waeka:
1.3, 40 per cent of the monthly amownt on the 15th of each
manth, the remainder on the 1st and last of each month. But
the 20{;1n receiving half the salary is short liveﬂ, beoause
2bou if a mstor frnm the eounter, the union’s repreaenta~
tive 1s weiting, en 1n§* and cashing cne per
: eant of %the han habit never having sny petty—,,_
% sh handy for givtng the rest. Then there are the various
'"roaponsihla' people awaiting ths "modest contribution” they
are entitled to collect, from the artists belcnging to the -
various Socialist or zations, UTM, UFDR, ANLUS, PLACARA,
FECTPROCAL ASSISTANCE, with the txcqptian of 4he Psrty whieh
‘beheves more. dincroetly as far as takins in mcnthly dues is
concerned. Prom the rest of the aalary other sums have to;; £
be paid for congulsory subscription to the "Scanteia Lupte =l
Ardealului " canteia Tineretului,” the coliectors of which =
‘aAre more or ‘less "lying in wait" in the entrance hall, Thua;;rg.
the unfortunate vioctins usually leave the theaier in s h
80 68 %o avoiﬁifurthgr 'attaeks" by the "head“'or some new '
brznnisufion'm ke deaitatt e




