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T Heavy r&tns.'aécuhpahieé'by strong storms brought
- new gerious logses to Fast German farmers between August 8
end 22 1954, Gl S ¢

e While the bad weather of June ang July had mowed
down the grain in the fields, the fermers,. supported by un- .
®illing townsmen, succeeded in mowing most of the grain, late
in July and early in August, stacking it just like their col-
leagues in West Germany, neatly es ever in the fields to dnm
in the sun. : :

i Due o the letest rainfells, grein stacked in the
fields is so wet that it will take several days of warm weather
before the harvest can be processed any further. Reports from
several districts in Eest Germany indicate that the grain is
baginning to putrify. : : :

e By a number of special orders and directives, the
East Germsn goverument hopes to cope with the danger, Officials
of the Past German Minietry of Agriculture nevertheless be-
lieve that the latest bad weather period brought additionel
losses of about ten per cent of the oversil grain harvest to
the German Democratic Republiic. : :

"Fere it not for the heavy hectoliter weight of

fhp'grain,-the grain harves® would have %o be callied outright-
1y catastrophic this year," one officiasl said.
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