. DATF OF OPSERVATION
. ATTERTION @

= _-_mz,g ATION COMMENT 1 This is en interesting account of 1
- efforts made by aly to alleviate the dire poverty which
~ hes afflicted the southern part of that mation.

 Owrrent period,
¥r.Stowe; Foonomic Fditors.

h s - <~ . 'The sors point of Italy has always

. -been the poverty-striken gouthern areas, where there is no
- industry snd only the most primitive agriculture is the sole
© means of sustenance. Once it was one of the richest parts

~of MAGNA GRECIA with meny big, prosperous towns, a well SeE
developed commerce and intensive agrioulture. Since the fall
. of ancient Greece it haes been subjected %o cemturies-of invasion
- and economic plunder. The greatest damage was done by deforestation
" which reduced the rich mountain and coasst lands to arid slopes
":;__-;and_eoaatal swamps with a consequent reduction of the water
 table, the greatest hinderance to any economic development
- of these areas. % ; S : 5 oy

S 5  The poorest provinces of the South
 were and still are: Puglie, Celabris, and Iucania (Basilicata),
. while the island of Sicily was the richest up to the ¥ime of
- the unification of Italy, for, though it has a very emall &
~ smount of arable land, it is extremely fertile, yielding three
orops snnually, and Sicily hss a free market for ite agri-
~ cultural products without being burdened by overheavy taxa-
° tion and customs duties. -

i e i After 1871 nothing was done to help
 any of these areas and their situation grew worse because

(Over)
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: f‘the exorbitant taxation going ma*nly o heip to build-
‘up th€ industries of the North. Sicily succumbed to the :
_'same poverty as the other southern nroﬁncas.__'-

- - . The situation hardly ehanged up to World war i

: II. Tha South, with its water shortage, poor soil, few :
communicetion roasds and the greatest demogrsphic *nereese :

of the whole country has made 8 striking oontrast ta

the northem areas. : :

LS !nssolini‘s Governmant did hardly anything

2 exoept to reﬁuoe the endemie malaris in these areas and - @

%o drain the Pontine Marshes, which was an ImprGVemant 2 _
in une partieular area, 1eaving out the rest. _ :

¥

' iha adﬂinistrativa arﬂas of the South area

the ?'rﬁ ons of ABRUZZI and MOLISE, CANPARIA, PUGLIE,

TUCANTA {Basilicata), CALABRIA, SICILXA and_SARDIEIA. Thene

are divided into 31 provinces. Esny of these are subjecteﬁ

‘30 chronic winter flooding and summer drought, Whole o
comunities ere without even the basic amenities gf 1ifa
and without any water supply 3 having +0 hux at—high rates L
what uater they eonauns.~- : e _“_"'

5 A fen atatietice will illuatrate the oantrast
‘between North and South. Indugtrial prnduction.in this.
‘area represents 5.9 per cent of the nation’g} power pro-
‘duetion - 10 per cent of the whole. ‘More than 50 per cent
of the houses are overpcrowdsd. The population employed
‘in industry in the South ie 7, 8 per cent aga inst 16,6 per .
‘cent in the rest of Italy; car owners are oer thousand S ’
R comparison-with 20 per thousand in the rest of Itely.
~ The average income per capita is 34 per cent lowér then
.;;1n the Nbrth..(gtatisties valid up %o the end of 1952 g

' : Nuu, fcr the first time in Italian histury, e
the post-war Government has taken an activeland rational
attitude toward the age-0ld problem with an organic. pro-_
gram of ibvestments. The reconstruction of the South
has been as efficient and intenslive g8 that in the Nbrth, 0
although the Forth was more damaged during the war. One
of the more important decisions of ,the Governmeat wae tha
erestion of the Southern Investments Fund (Cassa di Mezzo-
giorno) which program carries out coordinated work of lend
drainage, agrarian reform, reforestation, constructicn

'(Uver)




- of aqueduots, roads, eto. = SN Seeei
e e e -This'progran_ia:being carried - ove
,period-bf-ionyears,wstarting.in 1950; end besides iging
. .the standard of living of 40 per cent‘of~pppnldtibn}ﬁtj”
- Italy (in 1936, the population census for Southern Ital
~ showed 15;000.525; thet of_1952,:an“1noraaa§\tg,11 ;
-~ will also contribute to the widening of the nati
by inoreasing production. - - .

the post-war period until the summer of 1952
o tum %0 some etatisfios, o

St J'inﬁi§3S;JAQEQﬁ;qd£¥ibn;rodia,
S l;er: 1% 401,200;-InH1944}Onéathirduﬁflthnaafhad_B
o into.

92 Fhere had been provided rooms for 2

e sEnnes el o #nnfiéiﬂéiéﬁiiéi.iifoie"#hs;war.n,%
. annual number of rail Jjourneys taken in the South wa
(21,264,000 t1oketo were eold 1n 1939), .

e i e spite of the war, 1ngibioha70,perjd__
- of the rolling st ¢k and 60. per cent of the railroad instaila-
- tions and construétions were destroyed the entire: - D@w
:~ oonstructed and modern railway lines have doubled the number

~ of Journeys. (In 1951, 38,366,000 rallway tickets were sold).

. Pprivate ocars, trucks, motorcycles, were registered. In 1950,
' . - 170,433 vehicles exinding variouu kinds aof motorscooters,
i _Were registered. S Sl e e

e e . These numbers show not only the recon-
. 8truction of Itelian industrial plante, factories, shops

~_and railways, but also a continuous inerease in the purchase

~ power of the population, increased commercial and industrial
~traffic and subsequently a higher standard of living. The

_ industrial production »f the South is higher than it was before
~: the war. : : : . :

S : Electric enérgy: The outﬁut of hydro-
electrio'etationa~ampunted in 1938 to 526,961 Kw.; in 1951,
to 813,887 Kw. e A
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TESln et g the thermlweleetrio eector, in 1938 Sroca
; m 1951 - - 228,910 Kw, © _ _

: 'Ehe total production of hydroalectricity
,784 w3 ooo Kw.- in 1°3s 2 753, __729,000 Ee, in 1951.__

; e ._The. prodnction of therml—electrio perwez*
8'000 Kw in 1938 58#,680,000 Kw.:‘in_ 1851s o

_ - : !ith referenee to mar:!.time -brafric 4n
pping was at a standstill and practically all por'&_
ties had been destroyed. Todsy in the South almost
thing has been repaired ‘and new plants and new port -
have increaaed the possi‘bility of greater -

In the argrioultural sector, thanka te the
thern Investments Fund, the work is ‘proceeding carrying
“the program of land-improvement of 3,500,000 hectars, the
truction of 50.600 ‘modern homes for agricultnral workers,
58 new rural towns, 2,800 centers of agricultural plants, -
s000 kilmtera of new roaas and-' the conatruetion of 20 000

, and oii

R s On the loth of Qarch, 1950 the Presi&ent :
24 'the Itali.an Council of Ministers announced a ten~-year plan _ ,
of mmstment for depressed areas, which include South snd Central

taly. The amount of the invesiments was to be 1, 200 Mllion Lire

fo the 10 year pericd. (See Fote Below) Sy S

(120 billicm I-ire Her year), of wh1ch approximtely

0 billion Lira were to ve. ear—marked for land drainage pro ,jects -
“land improvement, e :

0‘_'billion for agueducts,

280 villion for Land-Reform (including 20 'billion Lire for agri—-
culturel plante), _ X

0 bi.llion for roads.

(Over)



™ :
de agubonomy and elasticity,
withont bureaucratic delays. The
as:umed by 'a Ministerial Committee,
0 rState,CAHPILLI,[ duty

; : 1. Landrdrainage' 1rriga
and-improvemant 440 Billion Lire:a S

Zs ' ' 2. High land reclemstion in mounta
50 billion Lire.;- o ;

-;_? : -y kgrarian Reform (1nc1udes 20 hil-
-;agricultural machinsry) 280 billion Lire. :

£ . Se 4 Aqueducts - 110 billion I.i.ra o
e 5. ‘Baads - 90 billion Lire

6e Pnterprises of touristic intereat - 36
live S

e i It hes also been established that privaie paopla
*,who directly benefit by the land improvement wi 1 contribute up
_to 12 5 of the general cost. it

They will be given various credit facilitiesfi

:iby various apecific Panks. The irrigation works, mountain reser-
;voirs and controlling of rivers and streams will be totally :

(Over)
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nanced!hy the State (see note at end}.

"'” i a its first year, that is, un to 33 Cctober,-
9”1,_the Pund approved works to the sum of 87,601,578,417
Lire, making eontracts o the amount of 50 65:,8&4 58? Lire.

”l-; Among the mpst 1mportant works car“ied out
T wh*ch_cnntraota ware'made and construction-begLn in 1950_ 

-Izam} d.raina - pro ect of Ga' 1dauc = consisting ; .
rational contTol an ' on © {ver riumendosa, which
yften is subjected to flcods. The conﬂtruction of three big
dems was begun over the River Flumendosa ‘gnd over feeder streams
RIO MULARGI& and LUMINEDDU, ereating thus, three big reservoirs
> 405 million, cubic meters, capacity . _ The water will serve
fbr land. irrigation and the production oA electric puwer, etc. i
> cn't of ¢ e work will amnunt to 20 billian Lire¢ e : j-“

. Irrigation, utilizin . the Biver Qfanto._This

pro 1111 permit the ; i n gusand

hectars of land belonging_to the three pravincea of FGGGIA, S
, and  PC S Ty

_-u c

il The projecta inclnde the eonatruction of three
_er raaarvoirs on the taree feeder stresms of QFARTO. The
first one of 22 million cubic meter's capacity, constructed
t Abate-Alonia on the Rendina Stream , second cf 12 millicn 2
eubic meters capacity on the River Osento and the third of
6 nllion cubie meters capacity on the River Atplla. SR .

: Fonr big dams on the OF&HTO RPNDIWA OS?NTO A
andﬁAQRbLA rivers are %o be built, The work on the above men- :
-tioned projeot wag hegnn in September 1951.. e &

fnork of utilizing g river 1 1ga on eaare i
of land was begun near TQRAHTO. The cost will amonnt to 1

;billion‘Lire. : : _ :

L5 The Cam no A: ueduot will oomplete the water
provision of NAPTTS &nd will proviﬁe water for 132 communities
ain the provinces of FAPLES, CASTRTA BFNP?FNTO end A?ELLINO.- ;

(Over)
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The coet of the pro:ect will amotm‘h to 23 :
billion Lire, and the water supply would be eutfioient for
the neede of a populetion increaeed by one nilnon- s

 Aqueduct of Ausino. The preeent equeanot, which
was built in the years 1910 - 1915, is no longer suffici

_for the needs of the population. FNew ‘atreams will be utili

. and, amongother areas the SORRENTO Penisulaflill benefit.

ooet 1111 amount to 1 billion I:ira. i

PR e " The Aqueduct of Nontescuro Ovest will supply
. weter to 18 oomuniﬂ “in three Sicilien provincest TRAPA!

- PALERMO, an AGRIGF'HTO The construction of this equedw‘ot
was approved on 1925, but only a small part of i was
: built them. The Fund now aesumes the responsibility ror 1
4o the amount of 2,618,000,000 Lire which includes the Joining
~of the two streams of HADONHA ‘DELLA SCALA and FUSCIA and
the completion of the principal 50 kilometers oonduit with
e ey yarious districts suh as CASTELVETRANO, GAMPOBRLLO
di MAZARRA, PARTANNA, POGGIOREALE, ‘GIBELLINA, SAI-&PARU‘!A, "SANTA
- NINFA, VIQ&, OALATA?INI and PAC?OO and the conetrnotiom of
their reapective reeervoire. '.l'.‘elephone eyetens ere 1nc1ud
1n this program._. : i £

- In the tourietic field the follow

 begun:  Excavation o e ancient town O : :
struction of an auditorium, the setting in order of the mnm: j-
GROTTO at A!ALFI e:eavations at PEA o ;

S S Purther etetietioe availatle sbout the eotivity
. . of the cRm*l:hern Investment Pund are those covering the period
" from August 1950 up to the end of &pril 1952, aooording fo: o
= work done in each provinoe. 1

' The few exsmples given in thie report include S
caeually ohoaen pro-'incee. . -

o Province of I.?CG'E:

' : Ministry of Agriculture and the Southern In-
veetment 'Fund. (@ifferent periods) -

Dreinege. :l getion, 1end-reclametion.

: From 1944 up to 31.12.1951, for dreinege irri-
gation and land-reclamation expenses to the amount of 1 351 394,000
Tire had been approved.

(Over)
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x&he followzng work was oerried ont:n*'“5'

: 64 hsctara of land were draineé; 22 600 ¥m of draxnage canala
repaired; 76,000 km of new connecting country roads and 2 400 _
-kn,of new. 1rrigation canals built.,,;:“ i S _

,ﬁsohniaal education

8 52 technical eourses 1n modern agricultural methods”q
:and_techniqae nere hela. 1 418 persons attended theee. o

: From 1946 up to 30 4 1952: 220 000 000 Lira had been
pent in 4the fight against unemployment and to increase agri—
icnltural p:oductian._::-- Zio it =

Piana fbrﬂland expropriation_ re apprn?ed and publiahed
for an anount of 16,924 hectars. 350 hectars were agsigned

o 80 families of agricnltursl workers during this period, with
projects for aseigning the remainder being still 1n_thg proeeaa-

ﬁf study'or under way.._‘ .

o The Fund for protectisn.cf small agficultural pro-'t
perty up to 10.4.1952 had scquired 163 hecters of land and

Soufhern Igvestment Fund : B
- Period: 1. 8 1950 - 30 4 1952 o

qgﬁéaﬁc%s.

OGEEEEFTO and eompletion of the Adr*atic branch. Ry

!onntain reaervoirs

: _ Systemation work was csr**ed out on aevera1 mountainl
raeervoirs %0 amount of 140 000, 000 Lire.” Fedii

snld it al}. to small Iand ownera in need on g time-payment plah. .

= A contract %o build the &queduet of PBGLIF wa made for ;;__'
the amount of 17,000,000 Lire ivcluding branches of GA ATIN&- ot

et
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Lend droinage, irrigation, reclamstion = - i
0 " 'Tend reclsmetion work iée'carried'ont-infklﬁgﬂtﬁ,
- ROTACAPOZZI, PALI ARNEO and OTRANTO aress, including road
~nets, irrigation, construction of canals, ete. to an amount
of 538,000,000 Lire, - S e S S R N

' Form-betterment Lo
- Projects farm-betterment ieré'appro#éd.to'adiénountf‘
‘- 44 million Lire, et h o S ; : S

1_ Rogds

- Work of repair and new road construction was being

~ carried out to anam-ount of 830 million Lire, e

"f_f'Protince of BRINDIST e SEh - - -
Minis of Agriculture and Southerﬁ Inveatiant'Pund'

Qﬁifferént_périqda of time.

 Tana drainage,'irriggtian and lend-reclamation ». i
- Prom 1944 up to 31.12.1951, for lend drainage, irrigation

- and reclamation, including new works or repairs of wer damage,
there were ear marked 475,661,000 Lire. : : el

e The following work was completed: 5,903 hectars of .
- Ind were drained; 105,800 km of canals repaired or constructed;
450 km of roads repaired or newly built; 15,000 km of river
~levels were repaired. - S -

 Technical education
- - 71 courses were given with 1,156 persons attending.

. Smell agricultural property ; -
: The Fund for protection of small agricultursl property

acquired up to 31.4.1952, 268 hectars of lsnd and sold it %o
small land owners in need, with deferred payment.-

Unemploxgent and production
' From 1946 until 30.4.1952 - 230 million Lire had been

e
‘

e : _ _ (Over)
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Spemt in the fight against unemployment and to incresse agri-
Cultural production. S :

o' Plang of lend-expropristion were approvad and
- published to 2n zmount of 11,978,45 hectars and 121 hsetars

_ hal already been assigaed %o 30 agricultursl families. .
Southern Investment Fund 0 '

 Pariod: 1.8.1950 - 30.1.1952

_¥ork of increasing the supply of weter from the

aqueduct of PUCLIE %6 the branch of BRIFDISI was being ocarried

£ Sm amounfel 123,000,000 Tdre . 5. o 0
ainage, irrigation, land reclomstion

| Work of land drainage, irrigation, stc. was being
Agro-Brindisine for en anount of 70 million Lire.

Several projects of repair and construction of
were being carried out for an amount of 516,000,000 .

ﬁfhidikﬂﬁdﬁsidfnbé?w"Baffiéﬁﬁoﬁi'ih-difféfant ‘. :
_the Southern Invesiment runa up to 30 @
Wwas ag follow - S S e

e Thafabtivity.pf_the.Fund'in'the:sectarsqﬁ land
drainage, irrigation and reclamation extends 41n that pericd over
8 territory of 360 thousand hectars., It includes 752 projects,
- of which 651 weres already contracted, for a total sum of :
- 80,294 billions, of which 61,576 billion Lire were ear-marked
for those slready contrscted. - el T
& 0 In the sector of soil-vetterment, there were
8,549 projects approved and contracted for a toftal smount of
= 1é,895 tillion lire which inelude mountain reservoirs (655 =

" projects approved for an amount of .29,055 billion Lire and

602 projects contracted for an emount of 26,488 billion of Iire,’

(Over)
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. works were foreseen to ell benefit 958 districts, which count
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. 10

~ Porming a total sum of 9,956'appf6ved projects fbr.an_fn”fi
. smuunt of 120,849 billion Lire of which 9.802 already
wﬂ;qontracted_projects *o an amount of 106,960 billion Lire,

over 200 piy 2, tB18 sector there are 75 projects that cost
~ over 200 million Lire, St e

e i me s full activity of the Pund in the
~_sector of Iandareclamation,_to mention : ' uil
~Dew rural villages in the refo :

o v;turgl;orgaaiaationajand with ths‘cbllaboration-qf' VHRA-CA:
S ea e s -wf*ror'inatance,“in the arss which extendes b :
av:_ir?the.lﬂ!er.ﬂbbl ; p'tp_the-bqrderut'CALABaIA 52 new villages
_ug‘“'willybewbuilt':_ ch with'thoae.already.existing-lill-rorn
 &net of oivilized oenters with 4 distance of 10 km between
. esch other. The cost of a single village is'eatinated,atfy

P for villages of greater importence, <

~ The province of P0GGTA ".1'_'1._15 - .:13.. L

e gﬁoimé_'of.-"gam*-?.?i_ e
- The province of BT - 5, und a0 om.

 -Aqueducte

e e Dpit6j30;3eptembér 1952,'the number of’projécta 2
T qf,thgimora,inportant aqueducts amounts to 53. g e

P s”-During'ihe first period of planning in this ector

9 million of inhabitants. With the Bupplementary plan the

Zaten d extended its activity to another 1,135 districts y thus
. supplying water to 2,573 districta, G 2

s Rl e prbjebfa for gueducts and sewers approved
_Bp %o 30 September, 1952, amounted to 256 (cost - 37,179

‘  billion). Those already contracted were 230 (cost - 23,531
- billion Iire), 5

(Over)
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o Up 30 September 1952 - approved projects smounted
%o 894 (ooet 56,486 billion Lire), of which 791 were alrsady
_contracted (cost — 48,658 billion Lire). Touristic road pro-
;'ieets already spproved amountad to 45 (cost = 6,372 billion
= ire € - ; 2 SRS A .  "

QF: e Important plana wers made to'iﬁérove railway commu— -
~nications in the South. The effectustion of these projects o

 zu111 considerably incredse fruit production, by dellvering
- the products %0 the marketa more rapidly. :

ff;°Sta"sticﬂ of ihe_?und‘a ectivity 32 to Ooto ar 1,122}“

e . The gensral acconnt of the ?und ap to October 1, =
?1953513 aﬂ leO'iﬂg-.;, ﬂ____” 3 P 3 .

' 334 123 billion Lire of approved projeete, .
275,445 billion Tire of projeots completed or in cours f
ok &ocording t0- aectors. e Ao s
- 126 billion Lire tor land-reelamation work, :
 3'22 billian Lire £or mountain,reser?oirs,,'T-»'“'
- 40 billion Lire for aqueducts,
e Ta. billion Lire for roada
7 Billion Lire for railuays :
5 biilion Dire for tourian_'fg;

l"Besides, 47 billiod Lire were paid td rivate paraon’
_subsidiea for farmpbetterment._-_:.

ik ﬁhe number of Wbrk—days 1nvolved amonnted.to=36 s
'3n11110u s ®itk approximetely 40 billions of Lire paid as wagee
%o workers, most ot whon had previdusly been unemplayed.-;u.--

o Irri' tion, draina e, Iand-reclnmation sector i
' Among the most 1mportant worka oarried'out in-this &

xaector were: :
-~ The dam over River SALSO in qieily (cost 5 biilion Lire),z_a




~ Damming of the USENTO stream in PUGLI® (obst 2 billion Lirs)
:Dam on the Trinity swnAst in Sicily (coat - 1.250 hillinn'

._ _ffftto 100 million Lire ampunta to ?8 tron Beoenber 1952
- September 1953, .. . .. =

”'Q--xOuntain Feservoirs
-  1n LUCANIA (BASILICATA), CALABRIA and SICILY,

: coat mﬁfe than 100 million Lire was 8._
ﬂeduots o
_partioﬁlarly active in CAMPARIA and SARDWGRA.

'-Lire eaoh in cost amounted to 23. :

' Bo§da and ¢ivil construction _

ezolusivelr competent for roade of minor importance (aistrict
“and provincial roads), but acoording to the program of e

- A.N.A.S. (State Highway Construction Board) it carries out

~ repairs of 2,800 km of minor roads which will be absorded

by the Stats road net, thus oreating new road itinereries.

 -fmi11ion Lire each in cost, were 59.
b Railwaxa
~ gector by financing work, which is carried out by the State

'ﬂ*;Hailway Administration.

- BATTIPAGLIA - RFGGIO CALABRIA - 1,231,523,000 Lire.
. METAPONTO - REGGIO CALABRIA - 671,621,000 Lire

The nnmber of worka oarried ont at a coat Bu

this sector the major 1nvestnsnta uere Iade

“The number of projeots approved each of rhich

The 1ntervantion of ths Pund 1n this aector !aa

The appruved projacts of more thnn 100 nillion

2

The Southern Inweaﬁment Fund 19 in this aector

The number of projects amonnting to more than 100

The southern Investment Fund intervenes in the railwa

Approved projecte of following railway lines:

FOGGIA - BARI i ~ 6,405,110,000 Lire
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Projects approved in this sector principslly concern
on of CAMPANIA, with tnvestments of 1,452,770,000 Tire.
. The work includes road improvements, excavations,systo-

_ Wnen furtner statistical data on this Pund are availavle

‘ehsll cupply meme. - e
Note:r  On 25 July, 1952, a law was passed amending the originsl
iaw, and designed to augment employment and develop further the :

South’s economy. It increased the iife of the original Ten Year
lan to Twelve years and added projects for railway bebtternment
and extension. The expenditure ceilinge were also raised, so
that the initially annuslily fixed smount of 1,000 Billion Lire
was increased to 1,010 Billions; for the period 1953-54 to = -
- 1959-60, increased to 1,110 Billionss and reduced sgain in
period 1560-61 to 1,100 Billions, to a total incresse in over-ail
expenditures of 280 Billiom Live, -




