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Entrance And Graduation Examinations At The SOFIA
Technical University.

SOQURCE ISTANBUL: A Turkish ethnic amlgrant. former Univer-

sity “student.

DATE OF OBSERVATION: 1950
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The great affluence of students to the "Stalin" Technical
University has made it necessary to have more severe entran-
ce examinations. To facilitate for the students to give
the exeminations, these are held in most larger localitises,
sc that the student does not actually have to travel gll
the way to SOFIA. The examination gquestions are dintribnted
through the X.N.I.K. (Committee for Science, Arts and
Culture) and students all over the country receive their
questions at exsctly the seme hour. Aside from the exami-
ation results, the most important fac¢tor governing uni-
aersity admission is the report thc student can produce about
is politiecal background. A good D.S.¥.X¥. certificate is
worth more than a correct examination paper.

Yearly admission rate is 400 students in the dejartment

of engineerin;, 200 in the department of architecture,

300 in the department of chemisiry and 200 for both the
dejartments of elec ricity and mechanics. In the scholer
year 1949-50, 900 new students were admi:ted to the facul-
ties of the Technical University.

Except for the chemisiry department, 21l other departments
are producing below-standard students. The fault is not
with the students, but due to lsck of practical means to
teach. Only the chemistry derertmeni has s well-qequipped
laboratory, anc students have the possibility of doing
some laboratory reseasrch work before graduation. The che-
mistry course lasts four and & half years and comprises
nine semesters. Before taking their degrees, the students
must work for three months in = state enterprise and then
pressnt a thesis. Examination boards not inTreguently are
made up of more Communist Party functionaries than teachers.
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The weakest departments sre those of esngineering and archi-
tecture. Compared to pre-war standards, students learn much
less, and this is ons of the reasons why Soviet-trained
engineers are in such great demend. ‘he department of elec-
tricity is sub-divided into two sections: light and heavy
- gurrent. Light current is the more popular field, and at
‘the end of the first four semesters when students have to
mexe their choice, at least 80 per cent of them ususlly
choose the latter field. If, however, there are too many
applicants for the section of light current, then the
siudenis are not allowed to make their own choice; it is
the D.S.N.i., which egually distributes the students bet-
ween both sactionao

_?ha.l;ction of ueehsnics comprises aserial mechanics, gene-~

ral mechanics, and ship~-building. Civil engineering has dif-
. fTerent departments for road, bridge, railroad a&nd tunnel

- constructions., W terwy end conrete construction departments
. were added in 1951. The first two years of electricity and

- mechanics are taught as if one subject, similarly chemista

~and ph sicists study together for their first two sememters.
Source who was a student at the department of eleciricity
-,conld give the complete curriculum of his dapartmenta

.llt nanlnters be,ic chemistry end statics;
"2nﬁ selostcrx higher mathema*ics, physice, Russian and either
~French or German lanzuage, theoretical geomz2try,
SRR uhiatory of the Soviet revolution;
: 3rﬁ'pcnaator; technical diawing, eled¢tric resistance;
_ 4th semester: higher mathematics (part II), Russian and one.
- other foreign languafe, mechanics (part I,)
seas s oL geology (part 1)
7 5th se-eiter: electrical calculations and basic electrical
- =~ apparatusesj
- 6th semesters kinematics, strong current, redressors, hydro-
.~ - electric apparatuses, thsrmlc instruments,
T oAy interior lighting;
- 7th semester: strong current, alentriosl 1nstrumants, energy
e - transplantations, electrical apparatuses
SN (part II) electrical instailations;
~ Bth semester: mechanics (part II, ) gsology {part 1I,) high
R : frenquency;
9th semester: high tension wires, high -and low frequency cal-
; culations, telegraph technology, telephone
inetallations, and hydranlic electric installa-
; -'fiﬂﬂ.o :

 EVAL. COMENT: Matters in genersl correspond with similar
__previous information. No_ confirmation available here on de-
tailed course curriculum as mentioned in sbove report.




