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Rumors See Stoppage Of Work In HUKO As Communist Interest
In Huge Concerns Appears To VWane,

SOURCE FRANKFURT : Planning architect with "Hutni Projékt'
which is charged with drawing up plans for "Huko." :

DATE OF OBSERVATION : March 1953.

EVAL. COMMGNT : Bearing in mind another recent Item
/No. 05200/53/ alsd reporting the suspension of work at
the- "Huko” combine iand originating from a different sub-
source, it seems that the subject may be cautiously ex-
ploited. It is doubted that the allezed suspension is
connected with the fake Soviet Peace gestures, but it is
quite likely that it may be a consejuence of zLrorock! ‘s
new policy. It id true that ZAPOYOCKY in his speech of
31 January 1953 criticized the constiruction of large
electric plants and other projects, but that was long
before he was elected CSR president. In his speech he
said that CSR planners are suffering from megalomania
/the exact expression used by ZLPOTOCKY was "giganto-
namania,” / which indicates that he was not in favor of
the construction of "giants." It 1s true that more fa-
vorable areas exist in CSR, where the establishment

of such a large combine would be more logical.

SPEC. ATTENTIOR : Mr. Griffith
Mr. Stowe
Mr. Kohék

XXX
| s _

S Rumors have become insistent among ex-
perts associated with the planning of "Huko" that work
on this large Slovak industrial concern will be stopped
in the near future. ;

With STALIN’s death and MOSCOW’s peace
overtures, which however seem more theatrical than honest
to the Czechoslovak people, the interest shown by MOSCOW

and the CSR government in the giant establiahman} appﬁars
more




to have decreased.

Source, who was employed as planning
architect at the wiutnf Projekt™, located in BRNO,
V1lhkd ulice 4, which employes about 200 experts to
prepare plans and projects for "Huko,™ observed that
projects bazan to be held up in the Ministry of Heavy
Industry sround the beginning of 1953 and no plans for
further developments were made. In February and March -
1953 no new projects of any kind were planned and the
whole "Huko" scheme seemed to be lapsing into apathy.

President Z£P070CKY ‘s spesch made after
his election in March gave further indication of waning
 interest in large projects when he gaid that the importance
of large enterprises had been exaggerated in the 8SR dur-
ing recent years calling it ntrp&li jsme gigantomanii.”

: According to source, the "Huko" project .
wag hatched in MOUCOW some years ago and was motivated
entirely by political reasons. The main resson for se-

lecting a site where notural conditions were so unfavor-

able for a moiern, efficient industrial town, he stated,

was the fact the Slovakia is an agricultural region and i

as such resists Communist infiltration. The presence of

a large industrial population would bring.the workers to
_+the fore, placing the political influence in .the hands of
men more likely to be Communists than the Catholic farm-
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_The second reason, according to this source, )
was that MOSCOW intended to draft a large number of
Chinese, Russian and Korean workers 10 "Huko"™ with the
idea that this mixture of races working together osten-
gibly in brotherly love would be good propiganda for the
Red slogan that Communists all over the world are members

of one big happy family.

Comments : Source was available for interview for only
two hours. No long, detailed stories could

therefore be made.
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