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ily fether was general manager of a lurge textile plant
in Cydr. He wac a textile enzineer by profession =nd
after the wer he cot thet job &s general nanager. Ipn
1947 He went to lioscow with a Hungerian trade delegation
as its technical advisor. It is intercsting to hear him
descrivbe the negotiations: In their tynicel fashion the
Russians negotiated on the theory of cxhaustion and

kept the IHungerisn delegation awake et all hours working
them over with vlenty of vodka and heavy food. .y father
thought it was simply a refined version of GPU tacties
to wear down the negotiators. Actually the Hungerians
had no choice at that point anyway for they deépcrately
needed cotton end other raw materiasls to lkeep the textile
mills going and so had to accept the Russian ternms and
the Russian rates of exchenge.

Right after the war during my yeors in gyunasium I joined
the Communist Party, but in 1949 when I was 20 I talked
about being disgusted =nd disappointed ané ready to
resign. Instezd they kicked me out as undesirable. Ever
since then my university studies were made very diffi-
cult for me. I was finally admitted and studied for

2 years on the faculty for Hungarian and Inglish litera-
ture. When this was discontinued L went to work for

a couple of years as a helper in a textile mill, until

I wes readmitted to the university on the faculty for

iournalism. There I was kicked out again just before
& i




NO. 513 tB 5~6"% INIDRVIZV i Dp. 3

sraduation in 54. I went to work again end wes finclly
admitted to the university of Szezed in the snring of

55 to finish up my studies there. By the tine my ad-
nmission came through and T could actually go,thc scmester
wes almost over. I was there only for a counle of months
before graduetion. I studied there Hungarian literature
and got my degree in that. The followinz year I moved
bzek home to my mother in Budapest; my father having

died in 1951)and I got a job teaching grade school in a
village outside of Budepest. I commuted from the city
out there to teach.

liy own interests were elways literery and political.

I heve published several povems and children's books.

I was very nuchn concerned with Marxism throughout the
past 12 years and followed domestic develrvnents

rather closely. I shoﬁld like to describe the status

of llarxism in Hungary before last year. ilarxism is a
conmpulsory subject on every university feculty in the
country. A chair wes set up on every faculty to teach

it but you could not major in it and no one speciclized
in it, except a2t fthe Lenin Institute in Budapest.

I think the most significent fact of the ilarxist chairs
was that they concerned themselves with lMarxism very
1little. I think it is no exeggeretion to say that
Jarxism is unknown in its essence even by its instruc-
tors. The average liarxist nrofessor and instructor

taught llerxism in its daily application of the theory
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and its practiccl effecty, but they refused to consider
it as an sbslroet scicnce. It was first and foremost a
practicel guide to the daily nolitical scene. Ls a result
of emnhasizing the practical the averege teacher of
llarxism, sewinary instructor}or Party philosopher, never
read more than perhavs the first volume of Das Kapitel,
paerts of Anti-Dihring , and of coursc the llanifesto which
they knew zlimost by heart. They also read Lenin latcrialism
end Impiricism scctions and scveral other compulsory
exerpts.
and all recom :ended zxrrimx The courses these peobple
were cailed upon to teach covered one semester each of
ilerxist philosonhy, ilerxist economics, llarxist history,
and politics. The required material consisting prinarily
of directives #nd lead theoriec was usually imperted
in the students by having the entire matecrial memorized.
The technigue 2nd the attitudes which were involved are
fumiliar to anyone who was exnosed to the sfudy of
catechisns. The purity of the feith and dogré were main-
tained with similar jealousy and zeal and as a result
sociology as a scicnce was rejected together with mathe-
natical statistics~both for being unscientific.
llarxism wes taught on the basis of Russian theory and
interpretation of the philosopher. The countless number
of pamph%ets and popularized interpretations take the
place fgx the classics themselves. It was cmphasized,
in fect, that the need to solve burning problems of

daily 1life do not permit abstract philosophizing end

it 4183 the former that llarxism is concerned with. This
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was the patterm and the c¢ontent of every weelly seminary
meeting and Communist lecture. This pattcern wos consi-
derably revised, however, after 1953. Thercefter the
standard leoeture and seminary also tried to include

g criticel stand on some tonics. With the risk of sowme
oversimplification one could say that beforec 1953
l.erxism consisted primerily of the history of the Soviet
Communist Prrtiy.

The serious student of llarxism could use the libraries
on his owngforn%arxist orofessor @r course on Earxiam)
would expect him to¢ make use of Merxist literature.
Og}bcsides Tinding his way through the library shelves,
he could attend the lcctures of Lukacs where many people
st in like I,who were otherwise not interested in
acsthetics pafticularly}nor enrolled in the feculty of
philosophy. There were perhaps 2 more nmen: Fogarai'i, who
was teaching ohilosophy or Thmas Nagy, the economics
professor. It is a siiiple paradox of the system that
these three creative llarxist thinkers had asthing to do
with the centrally directed llarxist chairs at Budapest
or elsewhere on the universities., Ilarxism as known to
the averase university student was & standard overall
course, a nrocess which everyone at the university had
to undergo. The professors in charge of larxist

teaching and the few real Harxist thinkers cordially
hated and nutually despised each other.

At the one vlace where llarxism was not a compulsory

dourse, but a HMajor field of study was the Lenin Institute
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and even there the students were primarily lLearning

the turns and-“twists of Party history with the proper
interpretations rather than basic Marxist philosophy.

You could leern Russian there though, in fact,‘it.was

the best place to learn it in Hungary. Admission to the
Institute weas easiest of 2all institutes of higher
learning and as a result many pezople went there who were
rejected everywhere else. On the other hand, of course,
several competent people also went there, wishing to
major in Russian language and literature.

Once the process of Destalinization started, some of the
younger men in the Party also started urging to review
the role of Lenin end that of his theories. For sone
Communists last fall the Revolt was one in the purest
Leninist manner.

The lMarxist professors tried to put their philosophy

" on the intellectual basis of the 19th century and then
adapted their theories to day-to-day requirementé and
chenges. As a result HMarxist youth was critical with the
Party, frequenily respected Vestern intellectual achieve-
nents, yet was aware of basic differences between the West
and themselves. For one, Hungsesrian art hes been.
historicaelly end traditionally duty-bound to embrace
politiés° There never wag time for the Western art for

-~ art'S sake to develop., Life wes too urgent.

Practical Communist politics as practised by the Communist
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leadership and lerxiszt ideology came in freyuent con-
flict on sccount of definitions. The Party lcuders
felt end often cxpressed the feeling thst Socizalism
cannot be reclized in a smell single state and it could
only become nossible through closest cooperetion with
the USSR, If then, the theory ran, the Soviet Union is
the strongest bulwerk of socialism then we must aid ond
sup»ort thi#s bulwark with everything we have zot. Thus
best petriotism can be shown by faithfulness to Russia
znd the best proletarian azmkikmm internationalism also
is marked by faithfulness to Russia. In the end, however,
Paradox
the pazagrzik wes reversed by propaganda and one only
heard about infinite Russian good will which)by aiding
us with goods and giving us leadership, helped us on
the road to socialism.
The role pleyed by Russie in Hungery was also cx lained
by another theory: According to this Iungery was alnost
never independent)and until Ruscia liberated her fron
German colonization]she was under foreign suppression.
Now Russian protection is necessary against the threat
of Jestern imperielism but this help can only be re-
céived =nd expected if fullest coopercstion is given
the Russiens and if %ke we follow their lead. In spite
of these theories after 1953 some voices were heard
that we had been aping the Russians too much and that
there is not much virtue in simply copying the grest

friend. In spite of these theoretical discussions it
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was not fully obviouvs to whai éxtent the Party was sub-
jeet to lloscow's control; this had only becone clear
since the Revolution. Another problenm in the development
of Hungsarian llerxism wes the person of Rekosi. I think
that he sinply equated llungarian intcrests with those
of the proletarisn international end anything bene-
fitting the latter would ultinately benefit the former.
At the same-time T was alweys of the opinion that the
Hungerien Communist leadersilp had always distrusted
Hungery as & country of unregenercted Fascistis. In spite
of their initigl popularity in the forties I don't
think that the Communiste, the lead, ever trusted the
Hungerians or had any corntact with the people; it seems
that they have never tried Ho gain the allegiance ar
sympathy of the Hungarians.

The general relaxation after 1953 also meant greater
objectivity in propazende end this refers to forcign
and domestic matters es well., There was a rolling ad-
justment of propajanda with reality end the inside and
outside controla of fHne's mind and eonversation were
somewhat relaxed. There has been a strenuous readjust-
ment in the valuation of Western Hungaxy culture in
Mungary using the German concepts of the termb(iestern
civilizetion meant to us politeness on a trolley

end thé use of litter baslets for trash) It involved

5 certsin humen behavior together with technicel

cccommo@ations. As far as Western culture is concerned
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its tradition wes always ali = in Hungary. e were
very definitely not under the influence of

wussian or Indien or any other culture and we know

that we belong to the West culturally’ A gigantic
campaign was undertaken igggate fortics to charsctorlze

Testern culture by identiflying it with cowboy Tilmo

and the various versions of roek-sgnd-roll. It the sane

tinme ell Yestern writers were taboo with & hendful

exceptions. The result wes disastrous for the Communists.
Phe very prohibition of Vestern culture crected the
nirage &nd the desirabllity of the forbidden., Suddenly
appetites
the masses developed huge intellectual zppeditexand
their intecrecto embracéd everything imported fron the
vest in preference to anything EasternsWhere they hap-
nily accept westerﬁ imobrte of cultural junk like the
Recders Digest they soornfully reject thelr Soviet
and Eestern Buropean counterpatfs:eVen at & time when
they cannot help but be awere of the burning domestic
issues.
To a large extent these facts contributed heavily to
the suspicions of the Communist leadership. As a poli-
tiecal realist Khrushchev wes aware of the wesknesses of
the Soviet vosition in Hungery, but never mindful or
respectful of Hungarian emotions and Hungarian desires
Rakosi esnd Gerd relied fully on the totalitarian

methods of control end suppression considering them

adequate now as they have been in the past.
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The June 1953 program of Imre Negy wes unexpected by
Rakosi and company and they considered it & steb in the
back from a trusted fricnd. Rekosi wes especially

upset 2nd he attacked Negy for this, for not preparing
the ground for the step he undertook. Usually any Party
decigion or new policy line was introduced gradually

in & scries of articles in the papers with the utili-
zation of the pronagenda machinery wéll in advance.,

The suddénness with which the Wagy program broke én the
scene created a rift in the Party which has not yet
healed. o understand the reaction end position of Rako-
si one must know that the sense of Bower and the
idealism are 2 inseparable branches of the same thing
for the averare politician. This becomes even simpler
for the Communist politieisn because he can hide his
excesses behind revolutionary idealism. This idealism
accepts the inevitable shedding ﬁgi blood as part of
the revolutionary process. No doubt that the wielders
of power under this system hed kin mentelity which
ranged from complete cynicicism tao fanatical stunidity.
For those who werc beginning to see more clearly this
enlichtment eould range from seeing partial mistakes
comnmitted all the way to full rejection of fthe reginme
and its philosophy. A lot of people were fooled by the
successes of 1945 to 1948. At that time the Communist
Porty was not only the most ruthless but through its
methods also the most effective. At that time they
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exploited the most popular moves of the government for
themseclves identifying these with key Communists while
at the same time they enjoyed the full support of the
Red Army. They urged on the people, they coaxed and
cajoled and they caught the imagination of youth.

(Interviewer's estimate of respondent.)

Respondent gives the impression of a poetic, disorganized
person with a very keen sense of observation. Although,
through connections and inTluence he could complete his
university education in spite of handicaps, he 1is not a
practicel type of person who would have benefited from the
regime's opportunism. Somewhat diffident he viewed the

political and cultural scene from his personal world.

Note: Entirely reliable information on resvondent in-
dicates that he was en extreme Communist fanatic until
very recently. Practically hysterical, he created serious
difficulties for people close to him, and people did not
dare to talk to him frankly until 1955. Instead of being
¢ritical of the Party he supnosedly agreed with its
expulsion of himself, considering himself unworthy of

membership, accepting this as penance well deserved.



