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MASARYEK PEDESTAL, BRNQ's Anti-Communist Symbol
At fglt Removed By Reds.

SOURCE ggfggggg; ’l A former resident ¢f ERNO who laft there
in March 1953 and personslly cbserved thse abzence of the MASARYK
pedestal on 28 October 1952, e _

DATE OF OBSERVATION 1  March 1953;

EVALUATION COMMENT t This report seems to be ascurate . However,
the removal of the MASARYX pedestal at BRNO, is reported for the
first time. Considering the Communist attitude toward MASARYEK, the
removal is highly probadle. Item Nos. 12221 and 11297/51 state thst
on the occasion of TG MASARYE's birthday anniversary, meny flowers
were placed on the pedestal. Item No. 4627/51 states that BRNO's
¥unicipal Council refused funds for the statue of MASARYK in 1951.
Monitoring of 27.4.1953, page 954 stated that the population of

BEREO will insugurate & memorial statue on Red Army Squere in BRNO

in gratitude for the"liberation” by the Re-d Army.

* * ®

: After various attempts to ourtall the

. persistent attempts of the BRNO population tc honor the memory of
MASARYE by placing flowers on the pedestal intended for his statue
in the NEMESTI RUDE ARMADY in BREQO, the Communists have at last
removed the pedestal altogether, according to source who left the
CSR in Maroh 1953.
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Although source is unable {0 say exactly
when this pedestal was removed , he knows it was no longer there
on 28 October 1952. He is unable to say what has become of it.

The MASARYE pedestal has always beon a
thorn in the side of the Communists. The mess of floral tributes
placed there by the populace on 28 Ootober and 7 Maroh wes in un-
flattering contrast ¢ the nezleoted pedestal of the "Red soldier”
statue (RUDOARMEJEC) plsced nearby by the Reds in 1948. The people
- ridiouled this "Red" pedlsstal calling it the "stéve" (KAMNA) on :

‘account of its shape which sirongly resembles that humble household
article despite claims that it is e copy of an old Italian style. e
Floral tributes were never placed thers by the peopls, but when ' )
on Communist fesiivals the "Red"” pedestsl was decorited with Red
!1:3. pan:trs-by lntiriaalxy rannrkud "The stove is burning sgain."

s Aoeordins %o source thc Rel pedestel was . g
: r-w u 1950 end puua in the STALIN Park (STALLTOVY ssnr) - .

T i The conmuqnt nuthoritiu vade many attempts
to d:l.um-gn these florel tributes to MASARYK's memury, emblems of the
- true heart of the people. Police wire placed near th: pedestal to

keep people away from it, but when accused of loitering these they
pleaded they were waiting for the street ocar. As the sireet ocar did
‘in fact atop opposite the MASARYK pedestal the Commurists had no other
alttzutin but to abolish thst excuse by changing tio street car stop.

it i But stnl “he people came. Police confisgated

: .ﬂll iﬂmﬁty urdl of peopls found piacing flowera on the MASARYK pedestal,
80 that they had to call for them ne:t day at the pollce station. Some

: pnplo wars even -rrutod. but the floral tributes coitinusd.

= : : H.n.tn: in 1951 the Communists dug up the

_gnund ronnd $he pedestal and planted flowers sc that it was imposeible
%o reach the atone without trampling «n them. This seived the double

- ipurpose of keeping pecple away, and accusing them of t.urnpoot if .

they tramplsd on the flowers.

2 Some sources cay that.in their desperation
the Reds finally orootad s platform over the sione on rhich members
.of the Czech Lesgue of Youth danoced on ‘'ad holidays. Wiatever the
“truth of thess stories, the removal of ihs MASARYK pedvstal proves
that not even Communism can ocompletely inslave the henrts of = peopla.

End.




