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In reply to Interviewer's introduccory questions respondent said:

"I a1n now 43 vears old. J was 31 in 1945, whea the war
phage
ended and I left behind the first xBxitdx of ny tife.

It was very different ‘rom the one that began in 1945.
Hamely,
AxxEEx L am now = vrof:ssional uwriter, but before the

var I was an archite:t. I reccived my architect's diplona
_ crifting,

in 2udapest. I was Xkxme However, towards literature.

While _ o )

‘®ok¥k, @s an architzct I was writing a lot, althou h nothing

I hav: written é

e published Rxrrmxzx until atfter the w:r. vuriag the

Second world Jar, in 1945, 1 -ot mixeé up in en anti-

Fasecist coaspirzecy. In & box in mﬂapartnent the polie=

found = ninmeor::phin;; machine. 4 Lricna of mine brou ‘hx

the box to ny 2lace. I did not even xno: what was in the

box. NKevertheless I was sentenced to > years imprisonment.,
Setoraljaujhely There

I was lockes up in the ¥x% 3 prison @&®X in

1944, afters the German occupation of Hun:rary in lareh,

I was o witness of the little known prison riot ®Rixpe

of 3ators.jaun)hely., Thig

mxmmmmnwmxgmugnnxyxxx/little known incident occurred on

27 ‘iarche. The Serb prisoners started z riot upon le rning

tia t the Gerians had occupied Hungary. +hey had known

nanely thut the Germans had liquidated the innates of

several prisoas in occupiaed iugoslavia and they were afruid

tnat they sane would happen to them. The najority of the

Satoral jaujhely
prisoners in XXBUTHIXFEUXKEEY were Serbs.
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sour hundred of them. In addition there were a few -u-
thenians and song iundﬁd iiungoriens. the prison riot was

a terriple affuir. The Germans sunorcssed it.

Shortlr thereafter we vere transferred to anothes yrison.
Suria; the troansfer, however, I succecded to escape. 1

went to Ludapest and until ke end of the war I was in
hiding. after the war was cver in 1945 I got « job at the
UNRRA !.ission in Budapest. I had this job until January
1947, iy first incident with the new rciime in ilungary
occurred in 1945. I attended the so-cilled THTIRPARTY
Confereace, open for the puvlie, aznd spoke up uriefly.

“he topic of the discussion was the police. I su;rgested
that in the intcrest cf public security the police should
bve uander the control cf the coalition parties in accordance
vith their provortiol.te stren: th. Ily rewark was directed,
oi course, against sie Comumanist control of the poliice.

One of the leading vomrunists present, i'r. Gerd, rcasted
very nervously to ny prurosition. I ovsrheard hin usking
"iho is that nan?"The Communist-dominated nolice indubltably
traced
XXXFXBE down ny icentity and from then on I vas « maried man.
+hig ineident, - am s.re, wa.; the rcascn that I vas uaable
50 get a decens job after January 1947, when rny employment
in the UNRRA Iiission was terninated. In search of pro-
tection agriust Communist vengeance,in 1947, I joined the
vocizl Jdemo:ratic Party. “his Party membership, hovever,
did not imorove my chances to get a job. Unpleasant as this
situatio» hkas been, it still waus to ny advantage, because

it zave a1e the final push to decide that I should become g
writer.
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Unzble to gzet a job in ny field of an architccet, I de-
cided to devote my time entirely to writing. Already in
1947 I wrote a major novel entitled "Heliane". It was
Teka,
publighed by th: ilagyar fikox LYhe novel was u symboiic
story and stren:ly azainst the rerime. It was a gatire
totalitnrian |
on the kmEaiiiRxixxzxilakosi re;inm: then in the making.
The novel wes published in 1949. Yhe Comnunists under-
stcod very well what I meant and oze of the Comiaunist
eritics, L[stvan Iiraly, vrote in tae magazine "Csillag":
",o cel) the attention of the police not nerely to the
author, but zlso to the publishers!”
teedl2ss to say that this novel did not endear me to the
re -‘me, nor did my earlier litcrar) sssociations improve
ny standing; with the rezime. I was o member oi the so=-
c.lled "Europii iskola", the uucopcan School. It was a
festern ori;hted croup of artists and writers, headed
by tle writer Luajos Kissak. Anmoiag the writers sandor
Joeress, Szentxuty, Bela llamvas belon;zed to tie group.
/e had a club room, & pernanen: exhibition ind we held
literary evenings an: publishec @ four-page she2t called
"Index", in which we wrote abou’ litereary and arvistic
events of the iest. <he group iancidentally, was

sunpressed towards the ead of 1948."
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Jext, Interviewer asied respondent how he nade his living:
"yell, I hed the following sources of income. Lo be;in
with, my nother had o jrocery storej then I had some
savings, alsc I was doia’ rather wecll as a triaslator.
I v swking noney also with my vriting.l was paintingalso
and my pictures werc very populsr, I sold a ;rest aumber
of them. *hcn ny wife, who was a rharmaceutist, was
listed had iried =
exrnin;: too. From 1945 to 1947 sone of these sourcesxak
up and my main gource of I nmade
7income werc fron tr&nslationa/from lussian into HMuizsarien.
“hig was & ;food source of income. In 1949 1 was nazing
about 8,000 - 10,000 ft, a month, but although I was
doin well I ot fed up with the regime «nd decided to
lcave luazary. +lso, I hated myself for maiking trans-
lations from sussian into iun sarisn, oiten such trans-
lations which I thought should aever appear in iluasurian,
iy disgust towards the regime and towards myself was
vichtened when I overheard « rermark to the effect that
by usin: ne as a translator, the regime znowg how to
rake use of its enemies. 4 rcmark about nyself that I
nave overheard wes: "w«e should make the cneny itrianslate
for us." 4t vhristnas tine in 194y I tried to escape Trom
llungary. oy atlempt was a failure. I was intcrcented a¥k
the .ustrian border, arrested, put oa trial wnd senteiced
to prison. I served two years, from 1950 to 1952,
After ny relezse I succeeded to zet = job in the full of
1952, I was employed by the State owned Industrial Suild-

ing Designing Office as a designer-architect. I have held

this job from the fall of 1952 til the fazll of 1953,
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In 1453 conditions imvroved in luncary. It was the time
when Imre laqy eéme to power. lly friends in the \iriters
Agsociation gave ne translation jobs. So I returned to
ry f{:vorite occupsation, literature, and I was doing quite
well. 1 was making an average of 6,000 - 7,000 ft. a month.
fow well I w..s doin-~ during the subsequent years can be
best illustrated by the fact that different state owned
publishin;: houses gwe ne today about 60,000 -
76,000 ft. Although I was doing well, xsfxxxwwxwex this was
nothing in comparison with how nuch some of the favorite
writers or artists of the regsime were making. Juch
neonle, for insta.ce, like CGyula Illyes, who made ebout

tan
30,000 = 10C,000 ft. ncr nonth, or the composer-iﬂidxmm

‘lodaly, who made atleast 150,000 ft. per mouth."

Intervievwer asked respoadent how he explained the position of the
favorites:

"3y calling them favorites of the rejime 1 did not wean
to say that they necessarily were iond of the re;ime.
Kodaly,

sadays for instance, sometimes was unusually oulspoken
in liis eriticism ageinst tlie regime. As forGyula Illyes,
he is an uausuelly cunain; person, an ambivalent indi-
vidual. le was writing for the resime and yet he was
capable of hiding so many subwersiveaideas in his vritings,
that even the reactionaries annlauded him. Iacidentally,
in nmy oninion,Illyes, although 2 great artist will not

leave & great ieuvre behind.




NO.510 "B " INTERVIEV 53 p.T

Ile hut as & poet I think he is onl
18 g great man, ‘ P y

secondary."

Jext, intcrviewer asked respondent what he thou;sht of the activities
of the writers in the Petdfi Circla:

"It is entirecly virong to riew those writcrs a8 if they
have becn champipns of freedon in the /estern sense of
the word. This they coull not have even done. +shey did
not sn»neak linc the nibqrals of 1848, or the way the
Western liiberals are s:eaking ubout freedom. They were
Marxists and they were speaking the language of the
l.arxists, and I shoull stress a&guin that there was no

public affairs.
other nossibility to discuss Hwachsoddkam. Those writers

who «ttacked the ititosl regine based their attacks on
the contention tha' Rzkosi is not a good Illarxist. The
writers considever thenselves better aid uore true
..arxists, Jhere writers were following the example cf
the olish writer:, but the Polish example was not

_ thaw
their sole soirce of inspiration. +he first great ooxex
in ilunzary vaa durin: the Inre Jagy regime, in 1953,

o failure ) )

aad in spitve of Jagy's fxsoxr he remained an important,
Lehiad-t":=scene fuctor. Speaking abou. Imre Jlagy, 1
have scva him ver;r often on the street. lie is & very

snell alnost gnome-lilke nan «nd I often thousht: "ily

tod, is thig the man in wvhon ilungary nleces her hopes?"
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Interviewer next asked resmondent to elaborate rmore fully his
views on the rcle of the writers in the i1crmeatation preceding
the levoliution:
"'here was a longing among tlie writers of the regime to
recover their lost honor. ‘ake for iastance the example
the enemies of the
regime of Gyule Hay. lie was one of the chicf denunciators of
during
/the Stalin era, and he became also the stindard bearer
of the writers' movenent for frecedom. Jov, to vroceed
nore syntCLaticallﬂén discussing the role of the
writers I would lile to sel up severzl categories. rirst,
let us take up the former Stalinist writers who, as I have
described, lost their honor and werc anxious tc¢ recover it
They were disillusioned by the uvankruptey of the State.
+his bonkruntey was evident to anyone who had & zuauce to
go around in the country and these writers, privileged
writers of the Stilinist era, had the opportunity to
travel in the country. “hey saw the situation, ??ey saw
na
the complete banikruptey of the Corrunist resine  XMgoy
tiiey wore the oaes who started the writers' niovenent.
Anon;: theia, however, I tould distinuish bctween tw
sJroups. Onc ;roup congisted of those Stalinist writers
who Lionestly believed in the Stalinist course. +hese
honegt 'riters were those ho were lonins to reccover
their purity, the honesty of the writcer. I would cite
Zoltan Zolk,
here the folloving writers: Tibor Jery, JHEXFEHE FEIEY
a d
Gyalu HAy, Pibor Tarpbos.,

+he other group consisted of opvortunists. Here I would

cite the following writers: Tamas iczel, Yivor lleray, .andor

wukacsys These oppoertunists were not honest.

A
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They were just thinking of th: apiroaching change &nd
they did not¢ want to rniiss the bus. Jo give you an illu-
stration of how cynic«l these opportunist writers had
been, I can tell you a story about <ibor lieray. I have
met him shortl. before the levoiution in the house of
the Creative Artists at Visegrad. I was staying there
for about six weeks. Once, when I net Ieréy I asked him:
"o what was the truth a«bout that jerm warfire in Korea?"
gort of a
lie replied: ".ell, this was the shhenahikxfxmsxxr«x sin
one comriits in younger years." |
So this was one caterory of writers, the.ﬁiﬁl&ﬂif;ﬁL
Jow, the second category of writers who took part ia the

Ternentation vreceding the Revolution were tine silansed

writers of the Stalinist era. +hey played no imvortan:
role in the liriters Association or ian the Petﬁfi Cirecle,
vut they had a very important impuct on nublic opinio:.
Yhey were allaved 50 w.-ite and the State vublishings houses
be-an to publich their books. As « matier od fact, tre
State nublishin;: houses were happy to publish Lheir byoks
no.', because it was goéd pusiness. ilow here among the
silenced writers who werc not allowed to write, I would
distinguish three groups. First, the writers whon I wou.d

cz1ll conscrvetive. Of course I &m usins this term within

the fpamework of the then ypreveiling circunstances.
“hese were the writers whose literary ethies aid not
confTliet 7ith the Comnunist Party's social poliey. duch

Jozgi Jeno Tersanszkye
were, ior instance, IvZTAxITELAKN
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3andor Patai, Gydrgy Szanto.

#]
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Then, there was & second gjroup umong the silenced

writers who were now allowe:d to write. These were the

stars of the past, such 2s "ilan PMust, Zndre Illes.

and, finnlly there were the moderns, such as Sandor

"Tcgﬁiﬁﬂﬁtar)
Woeress, and I woula count nyself/eanong

Interviewer asked resnoadent %o look back &t the
and to tcll how did a writer get

"
those.

5talinist era.

his work then published:

",ell, tirst, you h=d to submit the resumé of sour

manuserint to one of the Gtute-owned publishing houses.

‘here, & lector r2:#d vour minuscript and after «~ while

¢ told you what should hzappen with the

nersons in your

story. iie was i1 rarticular anxious to point oul hat

should happen to the so-called positive
story. after ihut rou wrote the next 60
subitted it :iwin to the loetor. ofter
ceived further instructions and it went

vonictimes it wie nscessury to re-write

o

c
systen. I called it "lectorocrafgy". ~ut

figures in your
piites or s8¢ and
a while you re-

on like that.

pagssazes or whole

hentors five, . s8ix times. I coined & word for this

don't make any

mistzke. -his system did not die avay so fast. Lven dur-

ing the :zriod of relaxation tk.is pructice was chunging

only r=illy. Zven thcen you had to go

codurce. +he differcnce was that now the

thru thiis vro-

lector became

morc prlite. lie said now "Look, comrade, perhars you

could do this ard that." In other words, the tcac of the

lectorocracy hes changed.
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Of course, there werc certz=in writers who were given
greazter latitude during the period of relaxation. “or
instance, such stars of the past 1like¢ the before
Jozsl Jen¢
metitioned XexxkXXexmit ‘ersanszky could write whatever he
vvanted. Now, this wes the situaation on the eve of the
uwe
idevolution. Perhinnps @t this junctdim I should say a few

words &bout the wreiters who did not tawxe part in the

o-called fermertation, nor did they join tle Revolution,

wor di they, for that matter, onpose it. Lhis iv a

thiréd c«tesory of writers and these are those why now

arc sup?Oftin; the Kadar regime. llerc I-would distin;uish
betircen three ‘sroups. rirst, the !loscovites, such as
sandor Gergely, 3ela lIllyes, Cycrgy Doloni.

Yhen, the second group of the paony peasants. “‘hose
frithful fellow trsvellers who emulated the
idiom of Zsigmond .oricz. But whilc emulating the idim
of Zsigmond lLlorien, they were actually following throu:h
thick and thin the Party directives. ~uch are fTor in-
stance Pal Szabo, LUandor Re%ey, Yrnt Urban.

, i — Jozgef
Aand Zinally, the wound¢d, 1Ié CTwhere goggefx Fodor

]

belongs. -~ writer, who after « lorz, henest silence
became a champicn of the Xadar reg:me. le is the type

or writer who could not stand anymore not to be success-—
ful. i'e is past 50 and dceply wounded., le wants to have

succesa before he passes away."
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vext, Interviewer asied resondent to 30 buck to the pre-~revo-
lutionary period and to sum up the impzct of the viriters:

"The impact of the writers was esnccially slrong on the
youth. They could cormmunic:ite with the younger genera-
tions beec:use they were speaiing the same language, the
llarxist language. But while spesking the language of
i'larx, they added somethinz new, the spirit of frecdom.
fhus I ;ould sum up their Linpact iﬁEhese words: ji@arxism

nlus freedon."

Interviewer asked respondent to sum up his views on how the le-
volution had actually broken oui:

"The regime had to choose between two alternatives.
Sither to tighten the coatrol or to let the reins loose.
‘hey probably could h:ve donc either of the two, but they
did neither the one aor thc other. They hesitated and
vacillated. “hus the regime feoll between two stools and
thus @& situation «eveloped whiech nade the idevolution
possible. liow to sreak in more concrete terms, the de-
cisive event of th: .levolution took place on the night
of October 23rd. ferd delivered his radio sncech full

of provocation asrd the AVO began the shooting. +his was
the turning poirt. In response to the provocation the

ir i .ated masscs were welded together by zn almost pri-
misive fecl n; of solidarity, in defense of each other.
One for 211, all for one! iothing could break this soli-

darity of tre nation. ihe ievolution was on."
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Interviewver asked resvmondent what did he do during the .tevo-
lution:

"I did not have any particular role in the ievolution.

I was 6n October 23rd in Viscgrad at Lhe Creative
Artists' house, as 1 have already suid. After lcarning
from the radio what was happening in Budepest, I hurried
to the canital, I weas present at the rovirn; scene when
the crowd pulled down the Stalin statue ard in other
places. On October 25th I have joined the staff of the
radio station, which operated at that time in the
soerliament Building. Together with Tiiklos Iluvar we wcre
worxing; in the news scrvice. I was busy at the 'iterary

end cf the work."

Finally, Interviewer asked respondent what did he do after the
ilussian uttack on .Jovember 4th:

"I was &t home on Jov 4th, in my apartnent across th:
wew rork Palace, and from the windows of my apartment
I could witness the battle scenes. Under the rule of
terror that followed the defert of the Revolution,
there was no alternative left for ne but to leave the
country. It was not an casy decision. I had to leave
behind my 78 years old father, and my 70 years old
rrother. Jonetheless 1 made the decision early in De-
cember, when during my absence from honme, three AVO
men werc looking for me. lollowing that I did not sleep
at home 2nd on lccomber 23rd, with ny wife, I crossed
the vorder intc Austeia. I did not want to leave, but

I did not want to experience once acain »rison.
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And then too, vhat could I have done at home? .hat
could one do rore than we did? 4 nation cannot do more

than we did."

IATERVINVER'S RAPINGs Happort, {rankness, cooperutiveness, were

exccllent. o sign of complicnce or f{lattery.




