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s DESCRTPTION OF THE COUNTRY- (3802)

CHELHSKO SLASKTE — 4 Small Border Town.

_ SOURCE FRAREFURT: 38-yesr-old Germzn woman born in CHELISKO
SLASAIE. cource worked in BERLIKN befores World Var *I end re-
S5 turned to her home town in 10301 Shz worked at ths MIESZEO
" Weaving mill from 1951 until ¥sy 1953 when she was lec_..a.l,_.
- permitted to rejoin her parents in the Eastern Zone of Ger-
many. Source. proceeded to the Vestern zone in October 1953.

Source is & moderately intelligent woman, and speaks some’

Polish., She clzims tc have kad 3 hard life and $¢ have Iintent- -
e iopally atvempted to Torget the past. She is, therefere,
. unzble to give names and detailed :_nfor:na..ion.

DATE OF OBSERVATION: Until Kay 1352

EVAL COMMENT : Hee the very extensive Item Nos. 6193, 6192,

=nd 5241/53 on the same locality and the same weaving
mills. These reports give more d:tails and presens the whole
picture from a broader poin%t cf visw because of the higher in-
telligence and experience of thelr source. At any rate, bstween
these descriptions and the one presented here there sre no
discrepancies, and a confrontation of a worker's view and tha’
of an executive is very instruct_ve. Interesting is the fact
that the above mentioned previous reporfts with observation
dates dating until January 1953, spoke about 110 people employed
at the "Mieszko" weaving mlll, wiile the present report,

- stressing the curtailment of wor:, npea.s about crly 80 people.
According to the previous reports XENMPXA was not & physician,
but only sn assistant surgeon, and his mistskes were passed

. over by silence, znd no measures were faken by the authorities.
Maybe his guota in mistakes and ceadly treatments of patients
exhavsted even the patiehce of the Communistis.

‘Border Zone

- The snall Pol_uh town of CHETSE
kilometsrs from the Cgzech-Polis!
bend into Czech territory. d:
this point but in May 1653 ther; wa

earth or fence toc mark the border as

the frontier towards the road le
to TRUTHOW, The cnly indication tha:
was given by border guards omn the
the trees and f;red warning shoss
trespessers. : :




1 1952
5 CSH.
:of her whereabouta ﬂ1en stcp-
was held for sbout eighs days
ore bﬂing rﬁtnrned to bﬂELhSKO

: guard_at tlzs open—seemiJg stret h :
ear. A1l %he lscal inhabitants imew Shat any &
a good chanca of falling'into tre hanis
he CSR who would return them %o the B, Source
ble to cite one case of attempted escape.
the_barder. - el

"0SE the horder ware never applied for sour -

and she does not velizve they wou.d have beén~ gran ted
€d. She cited the cazs of 2 woman fropm the: neigh- e

CHELNSKO SLASIE, wiosé deughter lived 35t over .

in the CSE. This woman applied for s permit te 0

laughter in fall 1652 but was only permitted +to

ughter for a few minutes under the eyeas of the

_ guards at the border berrier across the road froam

I ENN. -GORA to TRUTNQV, ?

ore souree left CHELMSEQ SLASKIE in ﬂay ig waa s3id
this Hitherto unfenced part of the border wauld
-oughed and fenceﬁ.

'Germnn_ethnic m4nor itve

_tike other border villages CHFELMNSZ
‘Population was mostly expellec
sbout 75 Garmana remained in 3
-~ ¢f empty and ruined houses ing
~ the German population.

O SLASKIE's Geormen :
after ﬁcr’d War II snd only

the 2mall ftown. The larse number
icated the Pormer extent of

The small uerman minority were.helid b.
1

1l rezsons
Seme  of them were unfit to tra: e TIAT
- transporta 1ef* CHELMSKO SLAS! £ wouan
3 whose leg was a terrislc cren t ke
2 moved in the primitive transport coepelled »
to remain behind and her family fhe le; has

long healed but the wemen is ‘s 8till in:
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& . CHELYSKO SLASEKIE. & few Ggrmans were not
o thay were expert weavers at the Pive weevi
~vided most of the employment for the inhabi
SLASKIE. ‘Althcugh source’s psrents were a'r
Germany she remained because she could not bs
five little nephews and nieces whose father was
weaver employed at one of the mills. :

'+ The tewn of CHEIMSXO SLASKIE is centered round the suall
public square and the mills are located in difTerent streels
] . radisting from the square, Only four mills were etill working
. ® in May 1953; the fifth was closed when the Gernar exedus tock
away many of the besi weavers. Source ¥as employed &% the
NIESZXKO mill which, like all the mills, belonged to
Zaklady Przemyslu Lniarskiego.

‘The older members o? the small Germsr community képt alcof

from the Polish inhabitants and lived lon ely, duil es

P Howevaer, some of the young Germans findicg too few compan
of their own aze among the tiny Gérmsn greup merried lnto

the

Bioc b Polish families without, apparently, eny resistance o4
; part of the Poles. : .

Generally speaking, the Poles igoored the Germen minority.
Perhaps the only emphasig-on the fach that the Germans were
now interliopers in their former homeland was shown during
shepping hours when Polish bousewives calzly took their
' in ?ront of German womer in the shopping queuss wit
Germens venturing a protest. Op the other hand. s04
clered that many Poles, especizally tiaose setiled in
. SLASKIE after the German excdus, only wanted tc rstu
central Poland. :

The desire to be ccmpletely self-effacing charact
- £l =

erized
the German community s eatire life. it the best of timss
“ CHELMSKQ SLASKIE offered little amusems: } Germans
carefully avoided taking any part in p2 The Pplisl
Catholic church was the only public nla Germans
ever appearad together and This was only bsc here was

Life in CHELISKO -

(41}

CHELMSXO SLASKIE did not boast a movie' thea
ware only shown.twice weskly in a Troon at or
This, however, was so badly orggnized shas :
the audience once waiting two and a ball hours
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& and brigades
ruzhed out to help i1l the fields end sow ¢ eropw. Lnother
rush of brigade workers took vlzce &% harvess time, usuzlly
much too lats, and then the szathosz lapsed back intc its 'winter
sleep often with part of ihe eTops s6i harvested irn the
ficlds. = ;

Wesving mills
“Laoor condition

¥eny of the women in CHEL¥SEC SLASKIE wheo were not -ver-

. - whelmed with large femilies w-rked with thdr husbanis gt
the weaving mills. Hewever, in early 1953 it was said that
20 more than one person belongsing to a family would he allow-
24 to work at the weaving milis, and other wembers o the
fanily would be dismissed. This was apparently-dus to worsening
conditions in machinery and raw materiel.

4s long-es mothers were allowed to work they left their
children at the mill kindergarter, Each mill hed a kinder-
garien, according %o sourge. She was unable to give aay
details but believes the children were well-trested aad
looked after.

SR Older children attended the-oniy school in CHELMSKOQ SLASKIE,
' “meong them the Germen children, and the Polish lanzuz ze was
obligatory. Source stated that the Germar. children were fa=-" o
. yoriges with the Pplish teachkers as they were well behaved, i
 Many children walksd- four kilcometers @aily to CHELMSEQ .° ¢ +% W’
= SLASKIE scheol as schools in cutl ing villages had bzen gbo-
. lished. There appeared to be = shortage ¢ ink at the school
end the children all carrieé ta ir. ink bottles %go erd Ir i
because any inkpots left at tke school were-stolen, The 3
ckildren romped on the way home and split ink g7ten ruined hsrd-
come-by clothes. Pens seemd tc be in equally shaort supply
and source expressed & wish tc be able to send ner five gmal : L
nephews and niecea fountain psas from Jhe West althcus
observed "They will certainly have %o ihh? on to thex and
never forget them at school."t . :
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Work at the weaving mills commenced et 6 s.m. in the
and 7 a.m. in the winter anéd zuaiinued withous an officizl
i )

breakx for an eight hour shif%. Phe foreman did rot ki

workers +taking a bresk but vhey rKed catch-up with -the SE 8
efterward to fulfill the daily norm. : e :
e e ~Over,
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‘e surcs worked was op the :
1, 9ingls story bullaw.g was
ﬂw0111ng house 0?‘51133 inbg-
wosr of the mills in whi ~h cone |
INﬁ}f{ IﬁR“WEIK) now lived, The mill’
ded Fola vamed LJCL$ {four) well Liked

ing Hauaed-abou 90 LComs, ané WEEen Source
SLASKIE in Mey{l¢53 abous £0 worksrs vere
hThe looms were nestly old Germen onc ;fd

wd on cne

iickine.
onditioua 1n the mill weTs bac. The llgut o8 fesble,
¢ ting in w inter poa; 25 the furnace man iried tc

: 'mn&e flve to six different qualities of material,
dly linen aithough the ¢t a’1t3 was rapidly de? s**Jra+1
the supply of raw material. largely from the WALEZI ZYCH
pinning mills, became steadily worse. Before sourcs left

in May 1953 yearn from nettles a3 gaid %o be magad vith
the linen thread.

G‘l

ﬂhe heat qual_ty linea was for ¢xport and this incluisd red
checked kitchen towels, Wide coxrse linen 80 cm wide was
‘gewn together to make 2 single =width and this was so deusely
woven that source believes it wss Ffor ‘tens manu’aeturz, Linen
for post sacks was also made. All the material, -exceps
. the kitchen towels, was unbleached.

Source was responsible for winding the lihen thread a1 the
shuttles and to fulfil the norm had +o wind 8 kilos o thresd
in ar hour., This was almost impossible t¢ gccomplisk a3 the

‘ tad thread constantly broke 2nd source waszted a gree: deal
~of time trying to join the thread with = speciel kno: before
she could resune wirding.

The shuttles which carried the thresd on the locms wa-
such poor wood that they wsera 13 ing, wh

" metal points broke off. 3Shortlv
SLASKTE a woman was injured thr:
out of the loom. 2
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The few Germans at the mill wers hard workers and strove to
earn morsy by exceeding the morm. On the cther hand, the
Polish workerz' attitude towards the “p¢ 'ple’s demcceracy”
wag eXpressed by & Tgo-slow" atiitude. The tbe
norm - tut no more, Even the possibility of thus esrniog
mere money did not appeer to interest ithe Folich weavers
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 This go-slow attitude wes espeially zerked on religious Hold-
‘days no longer recogniged as such by the Red regime. German

workers were previously allowed to work cvertime {0 excesd
the norm but at the begimning of 1553 this was expressly for-

bidcen unless overtime was absclutely essentisl to fulfill

the plan when the hedd foreman could give permissicn for long-
er working hours._ -

The shortage of mnlttlng wool in the village shops encearaged
the women weavers to siteal skeins of cotton tkread storsd

in the MIESZKO mill. Although sll the weavers ware rcau4anly
searched when leaving the building & remarkable nuwber »f
pullovers were seen in CHELHMSKO SLASKIE knitted from mill
cotton. One of the busiest knitters was & girl (FU) ssid %o
be connected with the UB.

i

'Shortly_before_source 1left Poland one of these busy knisters
- was caught. She promptly denocunced another girl, setting off

8 chain action until altogether five zirls denounced each
other. Source was unatle to say what ‘happened to thase girls.

The milllworkers® health was very bad. There ware many

cases of TB and also astama, Source believes this had muc
to do with the lint- and dust-Pllled air in which they Vllkﬂd
at the weaving mill.

The "horse~doctor” KEPKA (fnu), mentioned by an earlier
source from CHELMSKO SLASKIE, was said by source to have
been arrested for causing the ‘death of & patient by giving
her a wrong injection. This woman (NU) was dangerously ill
after a miscarriege and when she died the husband asttacked
the s-called "doctor" and later demounced him. The "decter"
was arrested and held for trial. After this 8 gualified
‘Gernan doctor BAMBERGER (fnu) was allcwed to visit CHELNSXO
SLASKIE from KAMIENNA GORA for two hours daily instead cf
the former twice weekly visits which ke made while the
~other "doctor" was there..




