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~ SOURCE TRIESTE: A 52-year;ola Bulgarian emigrant en route %o
Venezuela. S Lt e : e e

DATE OF OBSERVATION: May 1956

 EVAL. COMMENT ¢ Thia report is another proof of the ever~gro-ing
appreciation of RFE Emlgarlan 1anguage broadcasts by Bulgarian
‘listeners.
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"An object1ve evaluation of the role of Bulgar;an language
‘broadcasts on the Bulgarian people’s everyday life may be made
- only on thelbasis of an objective evaluation of the state of

- mind now exﬁatlng in Bulgaria. If in the immediate postwar -

- succeed now

_perlod these breadcasts acquired a value solely from the in-
formation standpoint, nowadays it is né longer so. In the 12

~years of thqlr government, the Communists have actually succeeded
in imposing a new way of life and primitive ethics on the

- Bulgarian piople. Do you know that many educated Bulgarians do not

days in recognizing themselves? Many friemds of mine

of 'the past, doctora, engineers, artists, and others, confessed

- -to me they don ot recognize themaelves. I have to admlt that I,
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ind aolf in this Hamlatie philoaophy. All the more tragic e
- certain educated people in Bulgaria have reached the
on of not being whitt they were, but of representing some-
, of having been reborn, of having changed into e
'Sﬁgialiat men," obat::aiely trying to make people believe in thisg

7 1" Do not imagime it is a qusstion of adaptatiom, of a
;olsstieity in the relations with the. Regimn - but you T
comceive the fact as a sort of collective mania, an e
fectious mania, to which are subjeet all those who breathe ' '
the Bulgarian air. Such a situation is dig:icult to. understand
¥ people who have not lived lomg in a Communist conntry ST
myself, camnot explain . it, as it is a guestion of a delicate
conscience created as a congsequence of a certain type of life.

~you want to ask a person who says he feels he is not what he
used to be: the reason for such a fact, it would be the same as
.gaking a lunatic why he is one. The politieal mania is one of
1@ worst consequences of Communism as a political system and
¢ public order. Most of the Bulgarian people are suffering from
his mania which takes on various forms of gravity: some people
g(twfhrbugh without serious damage,_others never get over it.
Persons with a good education are more susceptible to it than
)seé, who are not well-educated. The youths are. artifxc:ally e
'Qciod with this "disease"” but there is a percentage of these
oung people who have a miraculous, natural immunity. Everyday
1ife in Communist Bulgaria! Socialism, Communism, assault work,
igh production, fight for peace, group leadership, objective
ﬂtibiam, congtructive self-criticism, pledges to the Party, fight
improve quality of productiom, fight to cut down production
sts, civil duties of the masses, discipline of the citizens,
'ight against waste — this is what a Bulgarian is obliged to
hear over and over again, and withnut realizing it one finds he
_51611113 his wife: "assault me a. couple of eggs," or "make
an objective self-criticism."” But it is not only a question of -
qrnilology; life is so full of these things that at first
one feels aurfocated -by them, but then slowly one gets used to
;tham, they become second nature and a necessity. Whem a person
who comes to the West does not see Fo;paganda slogans in the

‘streets and other public places, he {feels something important
‘is missing. He is not yet completelf¥ aware he is out of Com-
munist Bulgaria and has become a free man again. I°ve said all

_these things %o help you to understand what thc voice of freedom
means in that noxious atmoaphere.

"Bulgarian language broadcastsifrom the West are the only
 /more/



ieve -_RFE has nﬁderstoaﬂ_ﬁi'&a' reaponsib:.lity and, .’m my_
waging a succesd!ul battle. The radio’is the only
ich the Bulgarian citlzen can escape for a few ok
_:‘ 'q‘rea.}.ity that poisons him. RFE offers something
+ political and cultural news, politiecal couferences, B
1ews and crlticlam, religious conferences, sports, :
o1 Marxism-Lenimism, humor etc. I remember, for example,
ion _RI_I;SKI'-.a' talks :-me_,de _upon'me-. duri_ng a moment "or-' ittt

-

my. peraonal opinion that BIE haa ga;ned morc 1iatenars- =
. past few yeers as _resnlt—oi %the 1mpwovement of its
|remember the first programs which were a bit “$hin,"
‘number of listeners has increased, 1 Teel the 2 L
urs of listening has dropped. This is not due to R el
rest, but simply o he hard life the Bulgariams
sent the Bulga.rian peoyle have very little free

e

n even'ts ha.ve further stmlated interest in BIE T o
: : must say $hat RFE has done a good job of evaluating o
ing on in the Soviet Union and in Bulgaria. The e
ople hLave regained some of their faith despite the -

ey do not see what poaitive effects these evanta ean

r salvat1on._ =

have on the

2 . "I dom
. 1 can't ‘say
- people in B
~end are tho

t see anything wrong with RFE broadcasts, althongh

the same for some other Western stations. The only

garia who want tc see RFE bring its vroadcasts to aa G
e ruling assassing of the Bulgarian people. I don’t S
hy these murderers are no longer being reminded of o

- understand
the evil they have done and the fate 1natore for them. They must o
not be given a moment s peace. g

"Jammi g of Western broadcasts is a sign of Communist
weakness to| defend its ideas which day by day become less popular
and less applicable to the life of modern man.’ In my opinion,
the. jamming of Westernm broadcasts plays a positive moral role:
they comvinge the very men of the Regime that Communism fears free =
discussion d makes them.suspect that the cause they are defending’
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