The Position of the Universities: Spsech by Salsetl
Pagt Mistakes: Recent Repressive Measures

Addressing & conference of university rectors, the First Deputy Minlster of
Culture, Jozsef Szigeti, said that certain stages in the development of the universities
must be welrhed up "so that we ean deal with the mistakes of which 1t is both mecessary
and justified to speak, and eorrect them. The method used by the eounter-revolution
was the nihilistic denial of achievements and the distortion and exaggeration of
mistakes.” The "exagperated quantitative development of the student body" had been
an error the root cause of which had been the “oversized dimensioms of the first Five-
Year Plan and the endeavour to Srain memy experts quickly in ssoordance with that Plan®.
Although the prerequisites of relsing the gtandard of the universities and colleges had
been created, the standard of tuitiom hed not risen suffieiently. Now, the eaphasis
would be on quality. Referring to Ma number of measures vith whiech the forces of the
counter-revolution had been driven to retreat®, he said that theae faaministrative
measures” had been indispemsable and necessary. But the Ministry had also taken other
measures.

Political Develooment Siow

In the secOnd half of the academic year, progress had been made towards
consolidation in the universities. The Sooialist Workers! Party organisations in the
universities had larpely contributed to this consolidation. Development had been
sarticularly remarkable in the soholastic field. It remained "jess pronounced in the
political field", A1l the pre-conditions for a political oonsolidation existed,
Szigeti said, but “"we cannot be indifferent to the rete of progress®. In view of the
orogress of eonsolidation, the Ministry was of the opinion that the lesding bodies of
the universities must have wider rovers and that life at the universities must be
further developed in accordance with the prineijle of soclalist demooracy. The draft
of the University Bill, which had just been submitted for generel diseussion, and which
defined rights and duties, served this end.

New chairs had been set up &t the universities, and those sbolished without
justification had been restored. "We have restored the language and philology depart-
ments at the provincial Universities, and the Chair of Philosovhy at the Lorand Eoetvoes
University. The former Lenin Institute has been merged with this Chair. e have
restored the teaching of Marxism<Leninism. The standard of Seaohing of Marxism-
Leninism will be raised by asserting the historieal prineiple in aecordence with the
characteristics of the various factlties. This will eliminate many justified
complaints in this field." .

Co-operation with Non-Merxist Tesching Staff

Dealing with the importance of eo-operation between Marxist and non-Marxist
professors, Szigeti said that "the non-Marxists! loyalty to cur State has created a
basis for co-operation”, But even non-Marxist teachers must "sequeint themselves
with the tenets of Marxism®, because they had to "edueste their students to solve the
problems of the existing soclety®. Co-operation on the basis of soelalist prinel les
between Marxist and non-Marxist pedagogues was a guarantee that "the edueation of our
youth is develo;ing in the right Airection”. Some members of university teachinr
staffs were convinced Marx!sts. "Others, without belng Marxist-Leninists, share our
orinions on essentlal questions, 80 that co-ojeration 1s relatively easy wltl

As for those who do not, or do not yet, agcert Merxism-Leninism, we must urce ti

remain loyal. The adojtlon of the Marxist-Leninist ldeology by the urll.\,r&(_._!.

::.::;::r?:::: our aim.’ But this wust be done not with administrative meas.
eh p ical debates. (Budapest 18.00, 6.9.57 and M¥Y 7.9.57)

1 L



