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REFERENCE MUN 12¢ OF 24 MAY REGARDING BEN "LE MONDE™ ARTICLE ON

GRONOUSKI+ CHECKING HERE HAS PRODUCED CONTRADICTORY INFORMATION

REGARDING YOUR QUERY. WHILE UNABLE SPECIFICALLY TO CONFIRM BEN

ASSERTION THAT GRONOUSKI WOULD OFFER MORATORIUM TO POLAND, WSS

_ mu:mmzn THAT m IS SOMEWHAT RECEPTIVE
TO WORKING OUT SOME ALLEVIATION OF PROBLEM OF POLISH PAYMENTS

OF DEBTS ACCRUED UNDER PL 48@, THIS SUBJECT WAS SAID TO BE

BEING HANDLED ON A VERY HIGH LEVEL. FOREGOING INFORMATION STRICTLY

- FOR OUR BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND NOT FOR BROADCAST.

IN MEANTIME RUSS HILL MADE HIS OWN INQUIRIES WITH OFFICIAL SOURCES
AND FILED THE STORY WHICH IS INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS MESSAGE.
RFEB 10 OF 23 MAY FROM MCGILL TO PETZALL REQUESTED A DIPCORR ON
THIS SUBJECT FROM HIiLL. AS YOU WILL NOTE, SOURCES WITH WHOM HE
SPOKE REFUSED TO CONFIRM THE BEN STORY AND SAID THAT IT WOULD BE
CRAZY FOR THE UsSe. TO MAKE A TREMENDOUS CONCESSION ON DEBTS.
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT WE. SHOULD NOT DO ANYTHING
- ON THIS SUBJECT. HILL STORY FOLLOUS! e

-(HORE)
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P«~GRONOUSKIS RETURN :
WASHINGTON MAY 24 /RFE SPECIAL HILL/ AHBASSADOR JOHN GRONOUSKI HAS e
RETURNED TO THE POLISH CAPITAL AT A TIME WHEN POLISH ~AMERICAN RELATIOMS-

~ ARE IN A TROUBLED STATE DESPITE THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH HE

P!BSON&LLY IS HELD IN WARSAW.

- THE ROOT OF THE .TROUBLE IS THE VIETNAM WAR, WHIGH MAKES IT DIFFICULT

TO CARRY OUT THE OFFICIAL POLICY OF "BRIDGE BUILDING.' POLANDS ATTI= =

TUDE IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS OUTSPOKEN RESENTHENT OF THE unzrtn srnr:s e

neuhxuc OF A "FRATERNAL SOCIALIST COUNTRY." |

" MR GRONOUSKI WAS INTERESTED IN. STIMULATING EAST WEST TRADE, BUT

Feuun HERE THAT THIS WAS PRETTY MUCH OF A DEAD ISSUE. THE EAST

* WEST TRADE BILL WAS SENT TO CONGRESS AND PROMPTLY PIGEON HOLED IN

- THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE. IT WOULD NOT HAVE AFFECTED PﬁLAND
"DIRECTLY BUT WOULD HAVE SERVED AS EVIDENCE OF AMERICAN GOOD WILL.

THAT coon WILL nozs uor EXIST IN GREAT MEASURE IN coucnrss. Hoi;vzn,

| -ann THIS ATTITUDE IS ALSO TRACEABLE TO THE VIETNAH wan, sun RESENTHEBT' i
AT THE SUPPORT WARSAW IS GIVING THE HANOI REGIME.
~ AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, OFFICIALS ARE FLABBERGASTED AT A PRESS
ORT rnnr Tnz aunasganon IS TAKING BACK WITH HIM AN OFFER OF A
“DOLLAR DEBTS, WHICH START COMING DUE azxr'?tan,
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gt WwHICH START COMING DUE NEXT YEAR, -

"IN GRATITUDE FOR POLANDS DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS DESIGNED TO PERSUABE TﬂE

5 HﬂﬂOI LEADERS TO COME TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE.

n.uln:lnrv:Lonn VOUNTRIES.
" THE LOCAL CURRENCY =-~ZLO

THE STORY IS THAT THE POLES SENT A TOP FOREIGN OFFICE MAN

'HICRALOUSKIAITO HANOI IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST MADE BY AMBASSADOR

AVERELL HARRIMAN WHEN HE WAS IN UARSAV AT THE TIHE OF THE BOMBING -
F‘BSE AT THE END OF DECEHBER. | . '
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~ THIS MUCH IS CONFIRMED BY OFFICIAL SOURCES Hznz. “THE POLES MADE AN

nautsr EFFORT TO BE HELPFUL,"™ THEY SAY. BUT THEY ADD THAT AT A TIME
WHEN "THE ATMOSPHERE IS NOT THE ‘BEST,"™ IT WOULD BE "CRAZY™ FOR THE US

_TO HAKE WHAT THEY CALL "A TREMENDOUS CONCESSIDN' ON THE DEBTS.

TﬂESE DEBTS RESULT FROM SALES oF SURPLUS FOOD TO POLAND UNDER T
AGREENENTS THAT VERE SIGNED EVERY YEAR FROW 1957 THROUGH 1964, THESE
"PART OF THE PUBLIC LAW 488 OR "FOOD FOR PEACE" PROGRAM, UNDER

ICH US FARM PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN SOLD FOR LOCAL °SOFT" cuanfucx:s 10

THE AGREEMENTS PROVIDED rnarf' >

IN THE CASE OF POLAND Aﬂn'oNLY POL AND
$¢s-~ WOULD BE nzﬁzznzn FOR DOLLARS OVER A

3@ YEAR PERIOD STARTING 18 YEARS FROM THE TIME WHEN EACH AGREEMENT
~ WAS SIGNED. THIS MEANS THAT THE FIRST DOLLAR REPAYMENTS UOULD BE Bﬂ!

IN 1967 UNLESS THE US AGREED TO A POSTPGNEHENT.-_
"~ IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE POLISH GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME sucn A

MORATORIUM, BUT THERE IS OBVIOUSLY NO INCLINATION IN WASHINGTON TO
AGREE TO IT AT THIS TIME, AND CERTAINLY IT WOULD NOT BE LINKED
"WITH THE POLISH DIPLOMATIC

EFFORTS IN WANOI, EVEN THOUGH THESE WERE

- "APPRECIATED" xtnzﬁtAcconnzns TO THE SOURCE

THE RECENT INCIDENTS RESULTING.IN THE MUTUAL EXPULSION OF THREE

" MILITARY ATTACHES ARE NOT EXPECTED TO HAVE ANY IMPORTANT EFFECT ON
" POLISH AMERICAN RELATIONS. US DIPLOMATS ARE CERTAINLY ANNOYED WHEN

THE POLES "ROUGH UP OUR ATTACHES," AS THEY PUT IT, BUT THEY TEND TO
. MAKE A DISTINCTION BETVWEEN THE PO ¢a

LISH SECURITY ORGANS THAT ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH THINGS AND THE PEOPLE IN THE GOVERNHENT VITH
WHOM THE US HAS DIPLOMATIC DEALINGS. '

'IT IS THEREFORE EXPECTED THAT THIS WILL BE A ONE DAY PRESS

' SENSATION WITHOUT ANY LASTING REPERCUSSIONS.:

AMBASSADOR GRONOUSKI SPENT A GOOD DEAL OF HIS TIME HERE ON

 DISCUSSIONS PREPARATORY FOR VEDNESDAYS SESSION IN WARSAV WITH ruz
COMMUNIST CHINESE AMBASSADOR. -

 (MORE)
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 THE 'SUBSTANCE OF THESE TALKS IS NEVER DISCLOSED, BUT pnzsxnzur

JOHNSON HAS ALREADY INDICATED THAT A NEVW EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO' s R
SOUND OUT THE_CRINESE ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONFIRENCE T0 END THE

VIETNAM WAR.

"HOPES THAT ANYTHING WILL COME OF THIS CANNOT BE VERY HIGH, THE _1-*'

"POLITICAL TURMOIL IN SOUTH VIETNAM MUST HAVE REVIVED COMMUNIST
_ EXPECTATIONS THAT SOUTH VIETNAM WILL FALL INTO THEIR LAP IF THEY

END MSG

JUST PURSUE THEIR PRESENT COURSE. A NEVW INITIATIVE BY THE US COULD Bt
BE INTERPRETED AS'A SIGN OF WEAKNESS UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES,

aur PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS APPARENTLY WILLING TO TAKE THAT RISK In

ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE ANEV TO PUBLICSOPINIOR MERE AND ABROAD WIS

CONTINUED uznuzucs:ss | END TO '“zryAR‘
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