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Between 20 December 1966 and 25 February 1967, electoral conferences
place
took ¥KEX in Voivodship Party organizations., These conferences brought neo
i
pornongifchang.l 1nf§znding positioggon PUWP Voivodship Committees. The
discussions were dominated by economic subjects and by 1doologieai matters,
with special emphasis on exerting influence over non-Party people and gouth.

secretaries of the
Members of the Politburo and MXXXNE CC participated in the conferencesy4n

pivcrnl speeches were madc)lxwtha—eunftrtaasn*.i}?’of them going beyond

national problems.

According to the statute of the Polish United Herkenﬂrarty. aTle

-wpreme bod
voivedship conference is the :ﬁi‘::&xg\ot);ho voivodship Party organization.

in The perie d
A Voivodship Committee (‘1oatod at the conference rulo-dbotnoon conference:,

..

Voivodship conferences, called every two years, apart from electing a
committee, receive reports on the Party aotiviti::qag;%i; past term and
prepare directives for the future term. Ooihuncﬂ;n{'o attended by

by leading Party functionaries {?;ubora of the Politburo, secretaries of
the CC and leading members of the ccj and representatives of other parties.

The former are in charge of watching over the correct course of the

conference, especially from the pain* of view of implementing the current
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CC line. Speeches made on m occasion are mainly devoted to Party tuctiuJ

anst ;T T . Tl ﬁz‘, .
This is chiefly responsible for 2 shtere §1  PY lic, opinion,
A

Lo interes
particularly outside Poland, watches these conference - 3

Morec ver They “%

;off.r
course—of-the—eonferencesy MHXE at the same time a good eopportunity for

cobten”
learnigg the f.olingakin the Party, on the basis of statements of local

Party functionaries and activists.
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This year s electoral campaign took place in an atmosphere of certain

o The pasT
disappointment £ °the unfavorable economic results’ u rocont times. This

concerns both the economic results in 1966 /the first year of the current
five-year plan/ and gf the results of the previous five-year period,
bisser
published in 1966. The electoral campaign was also the first more extensive-
ut..'l.nl after the dissonance between the Party and the Church resulting
o :ﬂ -

- from,Millennium celebrations and af&er the recent Party reprisals npinat
writers and scholars. All in all, this atmosphere influenced the subject
matter and the emphasis in discussioni One even gets the impression that
the main task of the conference was to—he, accordihg to directives of the

te b e
Politbure, a struggle against this atmosphere and a stronger ideological
A

offensive u non-;;rty circles.

Econemic matters Aominated Th - The

m&—m discussions at [voivodship contlrencos were

leeTes
-eeepemic matiers. This mh_;ﬁ.:.g_nf‘ f'(plu" speeches on Gf: achievements of
l“

: &
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the-pasthand jprospects| for—=the future )but‘uin attention was devoted
to concrete economic subjects and suggestions for improvement. Despite
I
the restrained tone, there was no lack of criticilm.‘ 4ood deal of attention
was devoted to problems of labor productivity and employment. These matters
— : .

in comection wilh a:(.:t,,(,
were discussed es-.an illustration—of the implementation of r.solutionl‘?
at the Seventh CC Plenum. This plenum took place towards the end of 1966

o
and was devoted to means Araising the effectiveness of the production process.
After that plenum, among other things, production organization conﬁgiena
at 14e conférences

were created in several t’m:t:orimJ and several sponkorsﬂdoncribcd the

effects of the work of these commissions, (pﬁo ¢f such—effeets has been

The beTtler
or

the dismissal of employees whose jobs boow-/o redundant with ganiz-

ation of uork,g)
Much of the discussion concerned problems of .xport( and export
- production. Characteristically, the problem of EXXEEXX profitability of

exports was strongly stated /"if some product does not guarantee profitabilig
SRS

iqnally strongly (emerged)in the course of

(.0 T

dipcunion,mr modernization of pr@ Depending on ol
vt

voivodship, |\frequently|agriddtural economic prcblma\dominntod.

All in all, this part of the discussion was devoted to one 1oqding

== it should be withdrawni"/.

ﬁo&'m -~ ensuring an improvement of economic results in the current

five-year Plan. Characteristic here is zz‘fs—tntcr;ent made by Jozef O‘EMIMGS



at the conference in Wroclaw, name:y that Yproduction results are the
test of the political attitude."
This doo{not mean, however, that political matters were overshadowed

The
by/rconcmy. Quite the contrary, they were dmost always an equally important

!

subject of the OOnIQroncqj Compared—to—mostconferences, Cyrankiewicz’s
4 ;ﬂ;
statement fik ather an exception.

A lot of atlention was devoted to ideological influence on the publiec
and to ideological offensive in general. Generally, representatives of The
central Party authorities raised this problem. In particular, they emphasized
the importance of ideological influence on youth, even in high schools.

d
S (2 ﬂ”“e
Fairly eharacteristic are the phrases which retura eonmonl?j;n speeches!?

Inoldtn
insufficient ideological influence; need for ideoclogical toughness, g:&ﬂll.-
of social activity, struggle against passivity, consolidation of Party
deeds i

ranks, ¥E¥AE should not belie words, MXEX 1dofologienl work must consider

our great national andbntornntionnl tasks; all society must be engaged in

the building of socialism, etc. Frequent mention was also made about Party

g

members'ethices and Party morality.

In general, ono.i;;mihe impression that the idea of the conferences
was Lo create an atmosphere of ideclogical activity, uzﬁiﬁézﬁiisﬁig; bold
statements of certain loadiqj Party writers and scholars. Words were spoken

to These- who misdT want To jm fa7¢ ﬂo? :
possible THNIXEXENEY imitators. At

which can be taken as a warning fer the



,.—_—li—l-
;fcntoronco in cracow. Zenon KLISZKO stated that ideological unity is

7 Anyone ~he be

: r ¥
obligatory if- m dniros to ¥XHHXH a Party member. Most uportané sé':‘ﬂ

diia
,g:s ZOanrencoa in Katowice and Warsaw, in which Wliadyslaw GOMUL:A
participated. At the Katowice conference, a particularly strong comnec.ion

was drawn between e ideclogical influence and{the rejuvenation of Party

1T 2ppedrs : ﬁb‘l
ranks. W—Béu-lﬁﬁﬁlunpm that the fact thatﬁr;ﬂg numberg of

a'.)'
in the PV WP Ib’d—
yoeung peopl: who- have been Party members for only a short time %—

b ahouh 7‘1t pssiblly °f
alarm &&—+%o Lhe maintaining close ideclogical ranks in the future. At tho
Warsaw conference, the problem of ideological "offcnaivs“ was discussed

i
in the context of the well-known events at Warsaw University and in e

writexy'c.rcles. At that time, there was sircng and open criticism of the
orgenization of studies and the granting of degrees.
in mesT ng-
Apart from economic and ideclogical problems, st .tements were I.ul.'l.i’

W made on international matters. Most t’roqu.n‘t%‘!:orc wag the problem of Polish

relations with the GDR and the GFR, the situation caused by the continuing

war in Vietnam and the repercusaiuna of the ideological dispute between

the USSR and China. Mu... after speeches by Adam 261\ CKI and Zenon m

some time was devoted to Polish-French relations.

The speech by GOMULKA HNH on relations between Polh‘}nd and West “ermany

S'R? [ made in KXXUNIR Katowice, is generalily known.






