:'-E _ _ . ITEd No 61

1L ; .
4 September 1951
NL

-y

.- Atrocities :
- 'UB Activities

o= ?'.l.inn escaped from Poland Just recently, describes his
a(“"’“*“"'-" the hands of Security Police, the socalled UB
»

(Ursad ‘Bespiecsenstva.)

Fo

: %, During the war, he had been a member of the Polish under-
round army, and he reported that fact after the war to the
‘adthorities, The underground army mcmbers who had "come to
1ight,” were often exanined and arrested. The informant, there- -
Pe, was not particularly surprised whenm,in 1949, UB agents
_/arrested him in Lis office; he presumed it was Just the case
~of such usual investigation, and that he would soon be releaced.
This time, however, he was treated much worse than he expected.

~© . He was taken t0 prison without being allowed to inform his
family about the arrest, and for two days he was kept there on
~ bread and water; cut off from any communication with the outside
- world. .fterwards two plainclothes® policemen took nim to the
. railway-station, wherc they bought tickets for all three of them.
- Having retained his special pass of railway employee, entitling
; ‘him to two-thirds reduction, the informant suggested that the
. agents should use the pass, save some money and keep it for them-
selves. This the agents did without any argument,

The prisoner was taken to CZESTOCHO:A UB investigation pri=-
son and subjected to six days of severe examinction. The lon_est
questioning took 16 hours; all that time he had to sit on a stool
with his hands on his knecs, and not a slightest movement was al-
lowed. An agent stood behind himy holding a pistol to his neck.
Whenever he moved a little, he felt the cold muzzle on his skin.
Still nobody told him why he had been arrested; he only had to

. answer most detailed questions on underground operations during
the war. Frequently he heard screams from adjoining cells.

On the sixth day of his imprisonment, the informant was tak-

en to' a room where a fire burnt in the open fire-place in spite
3 of the summer heat. He noticed that iron rods were being heated
g white. He was forced to stand with his face to the wall. "It was
e . the first time that I felt really afraid. I did not know what
E . they were going to do with me, and it seemed as if I had been
standing there for days instead of minutes. Beside the noice one
of the agents was making by moving something near the fire-place,
thexs was not a sound in the room." :
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: Suddenly, one of the agents ordered that another prisoner
be brought in, The informant heard the soung of heavy steps in
wooden shoes (which Beant that the unknown man belonged to the

category marked for conviction . d#ooden ghoeg are given to such
Prisoners to make their escape more difricult.) :

- The second prisoner was ordered to face the opp0site wall.
The mysterious noises in the fireplace continued, an agent threw
something on the fire and in & few seconds the room mas full of
smoke. Only then the prisoners were both ordered to turn round
and to look at each other. They were asked; "Are you acquainteds?n

"Luckily I had nhever seen the man before. le wes a oung
boy of about 17, and he hag been Cruelly beaten. He was near a
bolIapst. and his face wag of that peculiar greengreyish color.
#hen I said I had never geen him in my life, I gaw relief in Lis

The informant states that such methods of confrontation
often are Buccessful, as the 8ccused feels that it would be hope-
less to deny the Provocateur; also, he knows that the latter ic

After thig single conrrontation, the interrogation ended

to identify thoge he knew. He found a photograph of g distant re-
ative, but giqg not mention that he Teécognized him. His impression
was that police were only interested in few of the persons in the
pictnrea. and that the rest were there only to make the investi-
gation more imprecsive, 4 3

: \
After two days in #ARSAW, the informant was asked very pox
litely to report 'to the prison governor sho returned to hip all!
hisg balongings and, told him that he was free, without ono word

. of cxplanationg-Aecording to the rule, the rele: sed prisoner: wag'

entitled to regeive money for hig fire back hone, 8y nowever, he
had the bad 1ucy to be relezsed on saturday, und the Cathier's of-

fice was already closed, he would have had to sait until onday,
for hise Woney. He preferred to depart ot once. \

LY
Back in his otfice, he wrote 8 note Lo uis bops explaining °
the cause of nhis absence and asking for one week's extra leave, as
he was very tired after the investigetion. This was granted to him ',
without Question, which r 1y was only natura). "One day it

e T a week, anothér day the bogs &
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