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t. Interviewre: N, Ivansco
Place: N.Y.C.
Date: March 25,26,1957

I PERSONAL INVENTORY

1, Respondent's name: Code 26-M

2, Age; 26

3, Sex; Male

4o Maritel status: single

5. Religion: Greek Catholic
6.Birthplace: Mezoladany

7. Spent most of his life: Mezoladany

8. At the outbresk of the revolution he lived in Budapest,
on Gorkij Street near the Soviet Legation and the Stalin
statue,

Q. Lver abroad: Rumaria inthe summer of 1953 to attend an
athletlo tmack meet,

10, "ilitary service: As a student he served in the Hungarian
army one month in the summer of 1951, :

11, Education: Graduasted from an sgricultural gecorndary schoolj
enrolled in the Debrecen University School of Medicine in
1051, Before he could be admitted he had to undergo examine
ations from gimmazium gubjects which were not taught in the 3%‘1'5.01111;1.:'&1

school, or
oxample,Latin) He was expelled from the University Medical
School because of political reassons in December,1951, He
studied rmsic in the Debrecenp School of Music , In the Fall
of 1956 he enrolled inthe Academy of Musté in Pudapest,
{Conservatory)

12, Occupation: Did not have regular employmert, Worked for
a time on his father's farm.As a music student in Debrecen

he had a part-time job in one of the Bebrecen theatres
as a mainterance and prop mmn,

13, Parents: Both living in dungary. Father 563mother 51
1}y, Respondent has married sister age 30 1living in Hungary
15,Chikdren: None

16.Left Hungary: December 1,1956
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17. Arrived U,.S.: December 1l,1956
18, Travels in U,S,: Camp Kilmer,Bard College,and N.Y.C.

19. Ivmediate plans: Would like to cortime his music
studies,

20 Respondent has mot been wuestioned since leaving Hungary
except for routine interviews with goverrment officlals,

21l. Foreign larguages: Studied German in school for five
years,but does not speak i1t well. Studied Russian for
two years in school,but krows wery little.

Hespondent is a 26 year old music student of peasant background,
Intelligent, silent,and meditative type. Frankly admitts he had
been afraid during the revolution,and took no active part in the
fighting, It required some time to galn his confidence,and there
were some questions he was reluctant to answer, He speaks alowly,
welghing all his answems very carefully,es most Hurgarian peasants
do., This lengthened the duration of the interview considerably,
but 1t was well worth the time,because his answers on many
questions were not the steresotyped onee we have been recelving

so fanr,
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17. Arrived U,S.: December 14,1956
18, Travels in U,S,: Camp Kilmer,Bard College,and 1.Y.C,

19, Immediate plans: Would like to cortimue his music
studies.

20 Respondent has mot been wuestioned since leaving Hungary
except for routine interviews with goverrment offiecials,

21, Foreign languages: Studied German in school for five
years,but does not speak 1t well., Studied Russian for
two years in school,but krows wery little,

Respondent is a 26 year old music student of pessant background,
Intelligent, silent,and meditative type. Frankly admitts he had
been afraid during the revolution,and took no active part in the
fighting, It required some time to gain his confidence,and there
were some questions he was reluctant to answer, He speaks slowly,
welghing all his answems very carefully,es most Hurgarian peasants
do, This lengthened the duration of the interview considerably,
but 1t was well worth the time,because his answers on many
questions were not the stereotyped onee we have been receiving
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II.MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM~UP QUESTION

The people in the Unites States should know that the

Hungarian revolution was not organized in advance. It

broke out spontandously, It was the fruit of many years

of terror and oppression, Had the people here 1in the

United States reslized all this,perhaps the U.3., govern-

ment would have sgted differently, The people at home,

during and immdediately efter the revolutlon expected effective
U.S. aid very much, They have become very embittered ard
disillusioned,
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III.CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS,A!D ATTITUDLS,
AYD EXPECTATIONS DIRIYG THE REVOLUTION

A, On October 22,1956 I spent my day as usual, I attended
classes at the Asgadenmy of Music awnd practiced playing the
bags viol 1in the aftermoon, On the stredts I saw crowds
almost fighting to got coples of the "Irodalmi Ujsag",but
I did not think,or suspect, that anything umisual would
happen the rext day,

I usually ate my lunch in the cafeteria of the Unlversity
for Veterinary Vedicine, Portions were kXfER blgger here

and I was always hungry. At lunch on October 23 the Disz
cheirmeny of the University for Veterinary Medicine
announcaed that a peageful and silent demonstration would

be held that afternoon im sympathy for the Polish students,
He requested all students to attend t he demorstration,but

he emphasized that the demorstration must remain a silent
oma, He said that if there were any shouting or noise the
school would immediately withdraw, 3

After lunch I went baclk to the Acedemy of Musie. On the
bulletin board there waes an anouncement placeée there,
probably,by the seeretary of the Disz organigation of
our Academy. It said that e students meetiyg would be
held ‘in ore of the auditoriums with two cedets 88 the
Kossuth Academy (military academy for the training of
officers) to speak on students' problems,

I do not know whéen the meeting began, It must have been
about 3:30 or L p.m, One of the cadets spoke to us on

the events in Poland, e urged that all students participate
in the silent demonstrationg regardless of whebher the
Minister of Interior permitted it or not, He said that the
students of ell amiwarkx other umiversities have decided to
stage the demonstration even if it were to be banted by

the Vignister of the Interior,

hile this cadet was speaking somebody came into the
auditorium and announced that the Minister of the
Interior had finally crarted permission th stage the
demonstration, The Disz secretary of our school
irmedietely got up and proposed that we 2ll line up
and march to the Petofi monument where the other
universities and schools would meet. This proposal was
met with cheers and applaud,and about 200 students
marched with flags to the Petofi morument,
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Here the whole swuare was filled with students from the
other schools and universities, Several patlotic poems
were recited by an Hungarian sctor, Ribbons with the
Hungerian national colors were distributed among¥the
studants,and everyons put the ribbon in his button-hole,
After l;/m{ we started off in the direction of the DBem
statue, On the wey the procession stopped in front of
one house which was flying the Hungarian flag with the
Communist red star. The smk students insisted thet the
red star be cut out,and the bwilding superintendent or
one of the tenants immadiately cut out the star from
the f’lag.-

The demonstration did not remain a silent one, After
leaving Petofi Square some of the studerts began shouting
slogans., They were mostly the demands that had been
adopted by the university students., They included no
campulsory political or Russimn classes in schodls and
ungversities, Rakosi:should be brought to trial,the
restoration of the Kosut ecrest, new uniforms for the
Hungarian army,the sesignation of Geére,and a new

cabiney under fmre Nagy, I thought that the govermment
would FrEmkxEsmsxafxihazs meke Some concessions and that
a new goverrment would be formed excluding such Stalinists
as Gere and Piros, I 4id rot think thet the deomonstrations
end in en armed revolt,

Some of the other #kmwxt universities were much bolder than
we wére, They even shouted such.slogans as "Out with the
Russians." We did not dare to shout things like that
becauaa/amon% our students were s few who were rabid
Commmnists. For emample, the brother of one of the
students who 1ived in the same dormitory as I did was

an AVH officer. He and some other Communist students
tried to mmik amiliorate the course of the demonstrations
by shouting such harmless slogans aé "We want free Tuition."
Our group was very suspicilous of each other, We felt that
there were marny spies among us. The. students who were
living in the seme students' home as I was I had knouwn
only for two or three months. Most of the students iIn our
group I had never seen before, Nevertheless,the general
enthusiasm of the erowd,and the boldness of the others
had such an effect on us that we threw ceation to the
winds,anrd when we were returning from the Bem statue %o
Parliament Square,we shouted "Down with the AVO," when

we passed by the Ministry of the Interior and sew that
the building was heavily guarded by AVO men,

Tt was almost dark when we reached Parlisament Square, By this
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time many people other than students joined the demonstrators.
A1l age gboups and both semes were represénted, Truoks bearing
young industrial workers began arriving, We also heard that

a large ocrowd of industrial workers hed gathered around the
statue of Stalin, :

We hed a long time to wait for Imre Negy to appear. The lights
were not turned on in Parliament Square,only the Red Star on
top of the building, The Cormunists hoped that the crowd would
get t ired of waiting in the dark,ard that they would midp
dispurse. When the Communists saw that we were making torches
out of newpapers,they finally turned on the lights, The ecrowd
simply would not dispurse. It was getting more restless every
mimte, Some of the workers who cameé acted as cheer-leaders.
The new slogans which the crowd took up were mueh sharper
than before. They ineluded such things as "Throw Rakosi in
the Damtbe,and Gero after him."

Yot everyone in the crowd was satisfied k& with the course of
events., There were among ue Commnists who disepproved of what
was taking place,but were too interested and curious to leave.
Some of them tried to throw in Communist slogans,but without
mich suoccess. faa Two young girlf studerts wers shanding
beside me., One of them was furdous, She turned to me and asked
"Do you want the fascists to come to power again?" Nobody
seemed to be paying much attention to her,ard soon she was
lost in the crowd.

When Imre Nagy finelly came he- tried to quiet tge crowd, e
told us to go home and that the goverrment woul consider
our demands. He warned us mot to cause bloodshed, -

Tt must be mentioned that not everyons gpproved of Imre Nagy.
When the crowds kept yelling for him to appear,maiy of us
disapproved of him, Ve did rot want him to head a goverrment
because he was Commnist, When Imreé lagy attempted to address
the ocrowd as "Comredes" the crowd,especially the workers,
grotasted. His speech left us cold, Ve felt disappointed,

ome of mv frierds who stood nearer to the Parliament

Building later sald that AVO officers were sterding behind
Imre Nagy.

After Imre lagy's speech the crowd still remained fo
r sSo
time, But soon word was passed around that everyone shou?g
%gozgcthg zadio bgilding to demand that our demands by
asted over the redio, Practically %
started off toward the radio bﬁilding.y o e

The demonstrations were held and organized by the lUniversity
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students. The students of the Szeged University were the first
ones to ebolish their Disz organizatlon and organize a new
one called ™, E.F.E.S.Z., 6f Mefesz, At 2 students meeting
held the previous week they drafted their demands and decided
to send delegates to all other Hungarian schoold urging the
students to teke joint amtion. I met some of these Szeged
University students in the cafeteria of the University for
Veterinary Yedicine,

It was almost midnight when we reached the vicinity of the
radio studio buildirg. We went as far as the corner of
Rekoezi Street and the Museum Ring. We stopped because we
heard shots. I had come this far withtwo friends, When we
heard the shots one friend end I started running., We

ducked into a side street and were heading for home, The
other friend, however, remained thore and shouted after us
to come back, We did so,but very timidly,beceuse the firing
had become heavier than before., Ve were discussing what to
do when the crowd brought an army officer who was very
severely wounded or,perhaps,already dead, When we saw this,
gll three of us turned around and headed for home,

In the studernts' home where I lived everyone was excited
that night, But we didn't dare speak much about what had
heppened because we Were distrustful of one anbther., I
did learn,however,that a large ecrowd had collectdd around
the Stalin statue,and that demonstrations had been held
ther,also, Mostly by industrial workers.

On October 2l ,at breakfast, we learned that the previous
night the crowd had destroyed the Stalin statue and its
remnants had been dragged to the National Theatre. With
the exception of a few Communlst students,eberyone seemed
pleased, Cautiously we began to talk ebout the political
situation,arnd decided that 1t would be much hetter for
everyone 1f the Russians got out of the Bountyy. The
Commmunist students said nothing.

For the next two or three days we stayed in the Students'
home, This was not far from the Soviet legation in Budapest,
and magg Soviet citizens 1lived in that neighborhood, From
the windows of our building we saw Soviet elvilians ard
their families, They seemed Yery excited. Once or twlee
ggnﬁgaﬁgtanglgaw gﬁuuxthnxmkxduwsxnﬂxumxxhnttdxmg Soviet
rolling the streets, We als
shooting from not far off, oo e B S e

A few of the boys who were braver thanthe re
st of us went
into t he xkmmak® city and took partin the destruction of
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the Soviet bookshops, ‘hey ceme home and told us about what
hed heppered. We were now openly listering to the foraign
radio broadcasts,and spesking more freely. But we were still
careful not to spesk in the presense of zﬁe boy whose brother
was an AVH officer, He was very much concerned about his
brother and was telephoning him several times & day,

On the 26 of October iy cousin telephoned me. She wes a
country %1r1 who had just begun her mumk studies at the
Sehool of Pharmacy. She was very much afraid and asked me
to visit her. I went to see her,but was careful to avoid
the main streets. She was living in a students! home which
was set up in one of the buildings of the Ludovika Academy.
Thelr doomatorgés were facing a large square on which
Russian terks were stationed, On two or threé occasions I
was stopped by young boys who hed rifles. I heard the sound.
of shooting from the distence,but I did not see anything of
importance.

I reached my coufisin's safely end helped her move to another
students' home nearby., I quieted her and went back home,
promising her thet we would go back to our village as soon
a8 it wes possible. _ Chd

The next day I went out to the @quare where previously the
Stalin statue had stood, There I saw young workers end older
ones also armed with rifles. Thére were several truck loads
of them; When Russisn tanks and armored cars appeared they
begen firing with their small arms at the tanks, Of course,
they did not do rmch damagh to the tarks. When the shooting
started I immediately turned around and ran home,

When the radio announced that the Russien troops are BEIREXXINE
‘withdrawing from the city,everyone in the students' home was
happy,with the exception of the boy whose brother was an

AVO officer, Until them I was very pessimistic about the
outcome of the revolution., I had the depressing feeling that
the revolution would be suppressed by the Russiens, lNow,for

the first time, I began to have slight hopes thet perhaps the
Russlans would leave the ecountry,after ell.

Until now I had not seen much fighting, I met armed groups

of university students of both sezes,and of young and old
workers, I do not know from where they got their arms and
ammunition, I did not see any signs of wide spread organization
smong them, There were only smell fighting groups. The
zopmindaes cormanders of t hese small groups were various
people,mostly with some kind of military experience who

also had qualitles of leadership,

i . i s il e | s i
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Dy Two days after the Ritssians withdrew from Budapest I
packed up my cowsin and started f£mzm for home, The trains
ware not running and we had to resort to hitch-hiking,
Trucks waz from the country were bringing food to Budapest.
I managed to find a truck driver who was returning to
Debrecen,and who would take ua along. Thls was on October
31. On the road it seemed that the Russians who,a few days
ag9,had been withdrawing foom Budapest/ werse now returning,
Once or twiee the highway was so crowded with Russians that
we were forced off the road, Where it was possible we left
the highway and went by byways. We arrived at Debrecen late
that night, We spent two days in Bebrecen with friends. It
was impossible to get a ride from Debrecen on becsuse the
Russians were not permitting Hungarddn trucks to leave the
city. I had to go 1In the direetion of Nylregyhaza and Zahony.

The Russians were using this highway to evacuate thelr
civiliens and families to the Soviet Union,

We started off on foot, On the outskirts of the c¢ity a peasant
took ue on his wagon, The traffie¢ restrictions imposed by the
Rugsians did not fefer to carts and wegons, This peasant took
us for about twenty kilomsters, Then we walked a distanse and

sgalin got a ride on another wagon, Further on we were able to
%et a ride on an Hungarian dairy track, This truck took us as

ae¢ as Nyiregyhaza., We arrived there about 6 p.m. This was on

November 2,

We still had about 30 killometers to go from Nyireghaza., This
part of our journey we had to go on foot, There was heavy

- Russian traffic along the highwey in both direstions., For this
reason we avoided the mein highway and wert on dirt roads which
the Russians did not use., We arrived home at about L a.m. on
November 3., My parents wore very glad to see us, We had to tell
them whet heppened in Budapest ard what we saw on the road., I%
was only late in the afterrnoon when I could get some ruch needed
sleep,

Next morning a family friend woke me up. He came withthe rnews
that the Russians were attacking Budepest., We also heard that
there had been some fighting in ¥ Zahony between the Soviet
troops and the Hungarians, The Soviet artillery stetiored on
Soviet territory fired at the barracks of the Hungarian border
guards in Zghony., The Hungarian station master refused to hand
over the reilroad station to the Soviets. The Hungarian rall-
road men refused to work for the Soviets and went home, The
Soviets had to kEaxzk bring their own rallroad workers from
Csap. That is the Border station on the Soviet slde,

Our village has a population of about 2500 to 3000 people.
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Nothing heppened there. I heard from my parents that when
the fighting broke out in Budepest and it seamed that the
Russians were getting the worst of it,the Communist leaders
of our village staged a demonstration against the Soviet
¥ntax regime. They marched through the village erd put out
Iungarian flags., But they staged the whole thing so cleverly
that they remained in power,They only put on the Hungarian
eolors., Now,when the tide turned,and the Russians started to
abtack Budapest,they seemed very much relieved.

1 stayed home until November 27. lothing umusual heppened.
Vost of the time we sat by the radio. We warted very much
to know what would heppen. The inactivity of the West was
exasperating, We saw that nothdng was going to heppen and
were prepared thet the Kadar govermment wxx would be even
worse than the Russian regime,

Aboug two weeks before the outbreek of the revolution a
smagll orchestra had been foomed at tho Acadeny of Musie
in Budapest of which I was a member, This orchestra was
scheduled to play in Austria and Czechoslavkia, We had
already been rehearsirg for the tour., Originally we
were to leave Budapest on October 28,but the outbweak.
of the revolution made our plens impossible.

When, at home,I saw thetsk the revolution had been subdued,
and reslized that the coming regime would probably be worse/f
than the Rokosi had been,I decided toc go to Budapest and tyy
to £ind the other members of the orchestra. I ,somehow,hoped
t?at wg would be able to go together to Austria as originally
planned,

I loft home on November the 28. My pasents did not kmnow that
I was leaving the country, Confiding only in my brother-in-
law, I left for Budapest and stayed there for two days. It
was hopeless to try to round up the members of the orchestra.
Therefore,on November 30 I started off with a friend, On the
train we met a family who msrm was also going to Austria,
They had a guide,a Hungarien who had already been once to
Vienna and had come beck to lead this family out. Their
relatives were American citizens and were waiting for them
on the border. The guide and the family had no objections
i1f we went with them, We went by train as far as Sopron,
gotting off omne station ahead of the oity. In the dark the
guide took us along country roads end foot paths. We met

no one,end after midnight on December 1 we arrived at
Austrian territary.
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IV. EXPECTATION OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A.When the revolution broke out I hoped thet the West would
send elther military assistance in the form of troops, or
at least,secretly, arms and ammunitions, I did not believe
that the revolution could succeed without Western aid,

B. I expected fifid aid from the West because I knew that the
West was against Commmunism and know was an opportunity for
the West to weaken the Soviet Union by liberating Hungery.
Then the other satellites would follow suit, I don't know
what the opinions of the others were becsuse this was
something we did not dare talk ebout, We feared that stool-
plgeons were in the studénts' home,

C, The only foreigners I saw during the revolution were
Chinese,Chechoslovak,and Korean students who were studying
at Budepest. The Czechoslovak girl flatly refused to take
part in the demonstrations. The Koreans came and sympathized
with us,but they did not fight in the revolution., I did

EOt meet or see any Western citizens until I came in to
ustria.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.,

A, My father is a peasant who,bef%gg the wag,farmed on 35
caedfatrol yokes &f his own land, 8 included five cadostrol
yokes of apple orchard,one caddstral yoke vineyard,and the
rest was fields. We also had a large house of our own. Before
the war my father won several prizes in livestock breeding
and 1n farming, After the war all our livestock wes taken
away by the Russians, We had to startg all over again, The
land was not taken away from us, My father even acquired $ive

mor cad@stalic yokes, This he inherited from my grandfather,
Twice my father's lands hed been takogasﬁpy from him in the
Spring,when everything was ready,and e Farm Booperatives
hervested the crops and then gave my father his lard back
again, In 1950 and 1951 my father was declared a kulsk. He
was imprisoned once for two months, All our livestock was
taken away,but after the Nagy regime my father again smquired
livestock and things were much battor,

Both of my parents have only siz gradee of elementary school,

B, The social e¢lasses in Hungery are the peasantry, the
industrial wam workers,the new upper class,which
consists of the Party officials,AV0 and army officers,and
finally,the intellectuals. I have known members of 21l these
olgsses,

The Hupgerian peasantry is very.simple,vequana. It does not
demand much of 1ife,but what it has it wants to Heep., Some
of the middle peasants and the landless peasants tried,at
first,to become Party members,and joined farm cooperative
productiongroups, They soon bacsme disillusioned, A part
of the peasanty youth seemed to have been susceptibvle to
Commmnism,but the influence of the parents at home counter-
balanced this.to e great extert., Before the war Hungarian
peasantry was divided into sub-groups on the basis of
wealth, At that time there existed the rich peasantry,the
middle peasantry,end the lendless peasantry. But there

were no barriers among these groups. A peasant who owned
fourty cadfstralic yokks would dring in the same public
house with the peasant who had only five. My father went

to school together with the children of my grandfetherss
share crpppers. They remained the best fo friends all
their lives,

The differernce between the various groups of peasants
could be felt only in the case of Marriage. Parents
usually wanted their children to marry someore at least
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as wealthy as they were, But marrisges betweenthe children
of rich peasants and those of poor peasants were not rare
excoptions. Peasente may have been divided on the basis of
their weslth,but their education,rather theri lack of
education,their customs,their way of 1life united them in

a large group. -

I was too young to know anything about the Hungarian industilal
wokers before the war, I can form my opinion of them onl

on the basis of what I have read and heard, But after IQES

I had an opportunity bo observe the life of the industrisl
workers in steel and iron wokks of Csepel, Yy impression

we® that the industrial workers wms,at least a great miber
of them,had welcomed Cormunism, They soon beceme disillusioned
with 1t when they saw that ,under the Communlst regime,they
were much more éxploited than by the industrlal barons who
owned the iron axd steel works. They soon saw that they were
mmable to buy very little with their wages, They resented
labor competitions &ndother forms of labor exploltatlions.

~ They saw that the records established by the outatanding
workers was based on fraud,

Seemingly the industriel workers hed an opportunity under
Commmnisy to Inerease theri knowledge. Workers and their

~ -children were admitted to the universities to study., The

govermment ercouraged them to do this,but very often with
their newly acquired diplomas the workers were able to
carn even leas than they would have if they had remained
industrial workers, : :

The vast majority of the industriel workers is very diligent.
But many fo t hem are inclired t6 drown their sorrows in
drinking on pay day. Despite this,I thirk they are thrifty.

The new upper class consists of Party officlal,AV0 officers,
army officers and the workerss aristocracy., They are the
selected few who enjoy allthe priveleges of the Communist
regime. They are the present exploiters of the working
class,but without the knowledge or culture of the previous
upper-class,

The Hungarein intelligentsia was sssigned a very insignificant
role under Commnism, That part of the intelligentsia which
had been brought up under the previous regime was kept only

as long as it was needed, As soon as it was possible the
Communists begen replacing them with thelr oun o

Children of the intelligentsia were barred from schools. The
majority of the intelligentiie realised that this regime was
not theirs, If any of them joined the Commnist Party 1% was
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not from convictions 6nly to keep their fobs or to get shead,
The greater part of the rural intelligentsia sold its political
and religious convictions for a larger slice of bread,

Under Communism the old upper-class of the previous regime had
been hit the hardest. It had been almost entirely liguddated,
They could find work only as laborers, Many fo them were forced
to leave the country., The majority of those who remained were
deported,

The Hungarian pessantry wes also herd hit by Cormunism, This
refers especially to the kuloks, But the entire peasantry,

with their strong sense for private property,was an obstacle
to the Commnists in carrying out their dotrines in practice.

The industrial workers hed the most to gain hy Communism. Bub
they too soon became disillusioned when they saw how badly they
were paid and how they were being exploited by such means as
labor competition,etbec,

By birth I am of peasant origép, On the basis of my studies I
can considered as a member of the intelligentsia, I stand
somewhere half wey between, I do not ever want To sever the
ties of my peasant origin,

C. The Hungarian poasantry was inclined,to a certain extent,
$o blame the industrial workers for the political situation
which erose under Rakosi. The peasantry thought that if the
industrial workers had not cooperated with the Communists to
such an extent immediately after the World War II the pmesent
situation would not have arisen,or at least not so rapidly.
class _
There was a certain/barrier betwesn the peasantry and the
intelligentsie. This van be attributed to the differerce
in the éducation of the two classes, But there was mno
hostility either way. This was the attitude of the peasant
during and before the war. When the Communsits came to power,
the peasantry felt hostike toward the intelligentsia. In the
villages the primary representatives of the intelligentsila
with whom the peasantry had the most contact were the school
teachers. Regretably the majority of theschool teachers,
fearing for their jobs,became Communist Party members,but
without corwiction, They began to teach as they were told.
It was also the aschool teachers who,in the villages,were
ordered to collect subscriptions for the compulsory
govermment loans, All this did not contribute to the
popularity of the intelligentsia among the peasarts,

The peasantry hated and depised the new upper-class. Many
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talented younim:orkers and peasants had been educated by the
Commnist reg « This new intelligentsia either joined the

new upper-class or shared the fate of the previous intelligentsia,
If these edudated young peasants and workers became members

of the new upper class,then both the peasantry and the

workers had no confidence in them, The young peasants were

more likely to sever all ties with their social class than

the young workers,

The Hunﬁarian industrial workers were influenced by the so-
chlled Melass war" which the Commnists waged against the
peaaantri and the intelligertsia. The purpose of the regime
was to divide the peasants by discrimineting between the
working peasants and middle peasants or kuloks, According to
the Communist doctrines the middle pesasants in many cases,
and the kuloks always,were zangié® considered exploiters,

The industriasl workers were inclided to consider all peasants
exploiters,regardless of how much land they owned,or whether
they employed others or not. They also blamed the peasantry
for the high food prices,

The industrial workers got along better with the intelligentsia.
They worked together in plants amd factories. Most 6f the
engineers and executives war refused to have anything to do

with such things as,for eEample,labor competitions and
determing produstion norms, They were willing to handle only
technical problems, In this way the industrial workers and
the 0ld intelligentsia were united in their struggle against
Communist labor emploitationd methods. Some of the younger
engineers,educated by the Communists,were more willing to
cooperate with the Communist®,but such people belonged more
to the new upper-class than to the intelligentsia,

The Communists wanted to creaste an intelligéntsia of thelr
own, This new young intelligentsia would have liked to be
condidered different from the old intelligentsis,but 1%

soon realized that 1t is sharing the fate of its pradasx
predecessors, They soon realized that their futyre outlook was
just as bad as that of the old intelligentsia, *his sewved

to unite the two groups.

After World War II there could be noticed a definite
equalization of scoial standings. The intelligentsia sank
down and the other two classes rose up, Class barriers were
even less distinct than before.

E, Imméddately after 1945 anybody who had talent,experience,
or knowledge could get ahead. As the Communists took over
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gradually,the importance of talent and knowledge declined
proportionately. At the end talent was not at all important.
Most emphasis was placed on class origin and political creed.
At first,the Communists were not interested in whether the
person who professed to be a Communist was really a Party
member by conviction or not. Later on they also tested the
convictions of the person concerned, ut even then,talent
played a very important role in such cases where talent and
knowledge were essentigl. For example,in the case of a
professor of medicine., Begining with the first Imre Nagy
reghme in 1953,class origin began to play a less important
role.

Under Commmunism the person most liable to get ehead 13 one

who is capable of charging his political beliefs and

convictions as the situation #am requires, In other words, |
he must be a turn-coat. His class origin is very important, |
He msut be willing to kill his own mother should the Party |
ask him to do so,
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VI, FAYILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISH

A.,Communism in Hungary effected family life to a great
extent., In our family it served to strengthen family ties.
We had to suffer very much,because my father was a kulok.

He was imprisoned. This united the femily more than huffira
buafra before., Persecution under the Commnists also helped
to improve our views on life. I think this can be said of
all persecuted people. I rever felt that there were quarrels
or strife because of the frustration and bitterness which
often arise in such situations, I think that our experiances
under the Communists served to make us more religious,

But in general, Communism served to loosen fahily ties.
Young people were inclined to consider marriage less
seriously. The parties steged by the Communists on Saturdays
and Bundays often ended in revelry which d@id not improve
morality. The atmosphere of campulsory lying in ik which one was
forced to live probably effected family life also.

With respect to family life,there is a condideralbe difference between
the c¢ity and rural population. I think that in rural Hungary,morals
did not decline to such an exrent as in the citieg. Divorces were
comparatively much less frequent than in the cities. Also,people
regarded marriages iore seriously,

B. Even under Ccmmunism,usually,the children received a basic
religious educaticn at home. In schell the teachers attempted to
change the child's views and beliefs. A conflict arose between
school and home. The parents attempted to counterbalance what the
child was taught at school. Children of school aze are usually
very impressionable. The fact that they were taught by their
parents to tell lies did not have a good effect on theri moral
character. The children who were older in 1945 received a proper
religious and moral bhasis,so Communsim was able to do comparitively
less harm to them than to the children of the younger generation.
The generation educated entirely under the Communisty/ regime is
much effected by Com mungksm despite the fact that this generation
fought sobravely against the Communist during the revolution.

The Soviet form of co-education,as it was introduced in Hungary,

had a very pad effect on adolescents. Co-educational student homes
gave ample opportunity £mx to the boys and girlyf for semual
relations. Some of these student homes were almost as bad as red-
light houses. The child who came into a student home may have brought
whth him from home good morals. But in this stormy period of sexual
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awakening the opportunity provided by such co-educational homes would
prowe too great a temptation for them. It is true that very many cf
these boys and girls would have had semual intercourse anyhow,but
perhaps not so frequently and not so openly.

I think that Communism alsc effected the extent to which children
sy obeyed their parents. Three rooms of our home had been taken
away for class-rooms. Therefore,I had opportunity to see how grade-
school children were being broutht up under Communism.

The teachers were not allowed to administer physiical punishment to
the children. They tried to do everything else possible to make the
children behave. Their conduct was simply intolerable. This probably
effedted the conduct of the children at home,but,in general, I think
that the children were still obeying their parents. At least,in the
villa~ves. There was more oppértunity for disobedience in the cities.
City children were alsc ebeying their parents,but not to the same
extent as before the Communist regime. The increasing degree of
disobedience of parents can be attributed tofnot only the influence
of school,but also to the general atmosphere created by Communism.

I am not aware of any change in the obedience to children thich can
be attributed omisr : i :

social class.

L1

were
C. The relations between young people/wasm zreatly influenced by the
Communist custom of addressing one another in second person skgui=ax
singular instead of formal third person plural,as was the custom
before.(using the German "Du® instead of “"Sie" ) Previcusly one
could use such forms as address only when speaking tc friends,rdlatives,
and persons wikikh with whom one was on very familiar terms. The
relaticns between two young pecnle of the cpposite sex previcusly
had been greatly influenced by their religious and parental educaticn.
Under Communism there can be ncted a general laxity of merals.

The Communists attempted to keep relizion out of marria-e., Civil
marriazes were comrulsory in Hungary even befor the war. .ut after

the civil ceremony,almost always, a chmrch ceremeny was perfermed.

The Communists did not ban church weddings directly,but a pw= person

who was being married in church would be termed a "clerical reactionist'.
This would be a dark spct on his cadre sheet and he would verylikely
lose his job.

By paying extremely low wages to evcrycne,the brifles were also
compelled tc work. It was impossible to support a family by only

one salary. There was no home in the real sense of t he word.

Yothers had to t ake their children to day-nnrseries and kinier-
garten. lere the Communists had the opportunity to take the first
steps in the procedd of making Cormunisty Jjanizaries out of them.




26-M
t, 19/VI

I think,that under Communism,the women in Hungary have lost much of
their femininity. Long working hours,labor competitions,fatigue made
them much coarser than before. They teco were inclined to freg forget
their troubles iymt sxiwiimg by drinking and having a goed time,even
when they could not afford to do so.

There was also a change in the way young people learned to know wach
other. Formal introductions were not required as beffre. The meetings,
parties,dances,excursions organised by the Youfth Jrganizatioms rave
young people amle opportunity to become acquainted with each other.
It alsc gave them the opportunity to indulge in semual relations.
T have already mentioned the effect of co-educational students’
homes.,

In general,sexual life was mcuh freer than before. The nuinber of
illezitimate children incressed considerably. The last year before
the revolution abortions were officially permitted. Before that
they were severely punished. Prophylactics were available at all
times. '

legal  prostitutibn was tolerated until 1950. Then it was
banned. The current joke circulating in Budapest at that time
claimed that the govcrnment closed the houses of prostitution
because the Women's Democratic Federation complained to the
gompetition. Eut there was secret prostitition,especially in
Budapest;not sc much in the country.

Most £& of the girls and women could net afford to buy clothes and
bear the expenses of their recreation from their salaries. Some of
them would bcerme acquaintel with some male who could pay their
expenses. This was not exactly prostitution. They did not zet any -
money directly from the person concerned,and they went steady with
him for a considerable time.

I do not know what the official Communist view on sexual life was.
I never read anything abrut this im the nessnapers,ner heard about
them over the radio. 5ut,I am under the impression that the Comunists
were so oppesed to relizion that they professed the oppesite views
even in such matters as sexual conduct. T think the Commungsts by
conviction,in general, were less énhitited by church precepts ki
and moral views in their sexual life than ik other peorle.

D. If,of two friends,one would goin the Cemmunist Party and become a
Party secretary,the friendship would probably continue. lowever,it
weuld lose its sincerity. Tt would be in the interest of the non-
Party member to continue the friendship in order to have an influential
Communist friend whe could help him if needed. If the friendship were
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to be terminated,it would probably be done by the Communist friend,because
he must be careful in his associations with non-Pargy members. I think
that it is impossible to continue % a friendship in such a way that both
fiiends agree not to mix polities in the friendship.

E. T think the nurmber of crimes,especially the number of crimes azainst
property,increased condiderably under Communism. Zut there were certain
thefts which were not considered crimes by others. Ixtrenely low wages,
and financial difficulties compelled practivally everyone to steal if it
was possible. It was not considered a shame if somecne wawkm § was cau ‘ht
stealing fmom the office or the factory. In the villages it was not
considered a crime tc steal from a kulck. In general, one would get a
much stiffer sentense for stealing 200 ferints worth of merchandise from
a government store than for robbing a kulck of 20,000 forints. The
children of the po r peasants were also brruzht up to believe that it

is not a crime to steal from the gordens cof the kuloks,or to vreak

their windows.

Such ! hefts in mxmmmskswk an atmosphere of censtant lyin: made pecple
reluctant to believe eventhmirxmmsetwms.themselves. For example,
everyone had ready five or six versions of his own biozraphy,to use
the various versions as needed.

I do not know the crime rate of woren. But I think that khm Juvenile
delinquency increased during hhe Communist regime.

The police did not do ruch about the indreased rate of crimes. They
were mostly concerned with polittcal crimes. They were apt to
congider all crimes from this peint of view. They were not so
efficient as the police of the Horthy regime.

I think that there has been an kemm increase ifi alcoholism,alsc. On
Saturdays and pay-days the workers were inclined to drown their
sorrows in drénk. This was done despite the fact th at the price of
alcoholic bevera-es wos extremly hizh.

The s0-called "Jampec" were yc nz people of the cities smostly the
ones who lost contact with their families. They zculd ve regognised
by their style of Jress,the way they danced,and the way they wore
their hair. The Xifw lives they usually led cculd not uc termed
egactly moral. Fost of them did not nave a prorver moral up-bringing.
Some of them became criminials,or better said,some oriminals spent
their ill-zotten zains by copyinz the ways of the Jampec.

I think that the Communist press and government spokesmen exaggerated
the situaticn. It was not by far as danjercus as they made it appear.,
They tried to mix politics in it. Iverything that was ’merican was
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immediately termed "Jampec". ‘ractically anyone wearinz a checkered suit
was in danzer of beinz called one. The situaticn was screwhat better in
Budapcst. 2

I think that the phenomenon of the Jampec can be explained by the
natural inclination of all youn: people to copy and imitate bbhers.

In every Bountry there are probably young people whe are too shallow
to be interested in sericus problems,and their interest is centered
on their personal aprearance and recreation. “uch youn sters set the
style and others are inclined to imitate them. Dut there may alsc ve
volitical reascns for the ccnduct of the Jampecs. In his opposition
to Communism he prefcrs to smam dance the American jitterbug darces
instead of the Russian mazurka,and to wear bright colored sport-shirts
instead cf the Tussian gimnastycrka or rubashka.

The majority of the Jampecs are yocun» people from industrial werkers'
' flamilies. Young people who did nct want to study,had nc ambiticns,or

could not study were Jampecs. T think that in this zrcun there were

very few such mexkerx young members of the intellizentsia who became
Jampecs because they were unavle to ccntinue their studies for political

reascns. In general,I think that the Jampecs are more of a city
phenomenon than a rural one. Peasant children did not indulge in such
thihzs. Xmx Sport clubs and youth organizations alsc contrituted to

the Jampecs.

The age of the Jaipecs varied from 16 to 25.
I do not consider their conduct criminal. I think that the parents of !

such children werc,themselves,in favor of such cenduct. They were of
the same mentality.
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III. RELIGIW

A. Communism had a zreat effect on relizion #n Hunzary. Interference in
religion began by poisoning the minds of the children in day-nurseries
and kindergarten,and extended to the arrest and imrrisonment of the
hizher clergy. The effects of religirvs persecution in !lungary either
made people mere relizious,or it drove them to the other extreme.lhat
is,they lost their faith. levertheless,churches were always full,even
in 1951 and 1952 atthe tire when relizious persecution was at its

peak. University students did not dare to attend relizir s services.
The AVH sent stenographers to the churches to take down the semmons.

I beTieve that the Cathclic bhurch in Hunzary was hardest hit by
Communism. This was because the mor-l principles of the Catholic
Church basically differs from those of the Communist Party. The

Catholic hizher clergy was unwillinz to make any concessions to
the Communist,and would not make any corpromises. A few of the
Protestant hiszher clery were willing to do so,but ii is ancther
question that the vast majority of the Protestant lay men dis-
approved of this.

"I do not think that the Jewish religicn was persecutéd in Hungary.
This was probably beaause the Jewish synogogues were able to reach |
aktexkuxk an agreement with the Cormunists . |

Rglizicn plays a very important role in my life. liy parents are also
very religious. I think,in teneral,l am more relizicus than the
average perscn in ilungery. I gec to church frequently and attend liass
and participate in foly Communion often.,

C. Felizious freecdom should exist not only cn paper,but also in
practice. The Ttate should never interfere in the affairs of the
Church. Sut it is necessary in such countries as,for emample,iunzeory
where the church is relatively poor,to have the state contribute to
the suppert of the church. In an independent Hunzary I approve of
the return of the church schools to the churches. T weuld make
relizicus training compulseory. T th:.nk the churches sheuld be
allewed to veice their #pinirn in such matters as the censorsnip of
films,books and plays. In an independent Hunz-ry I would not «<ant to
have clergy head the government,vut merbers Ff the cleeiy should be
allowed to nlsy an active rele in pclitics.

D. (The resprndent could not be persuaded to answer questions on Judism.)
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VIII.T.F HUNZRIAN Y)UTH

A. In your question concerning the Hunzarian youth,do you mean the youth
before the revolution or bBhe youth which took par$ in the reveclution?
Eefore the revoluticn,under Hungarian youth,one usually meant the memvers
of the Disz orzenization. This included school children from 1l k® until
the completion of their university studies. T am not certain,but I thirk
there was an age limit of 25 or 26 when a student ceased to be a member
of the "isz,even if he had not completed his university a%udies.

Zut,if pou mean the youth which took pary in the revolutirn,then,tie
dum’arign youth includes younzsters from 6 to 8 to youns people of
30 te 3

Bas In the last six months before the revolutiop ,a certain restlessness
could be observed ameong the "unzarian youth. They too were aware of the
intellectual ferment. They werc alsoc effected by !t. But in this
intellectual ferment they did not pley a leading role,they only perticirasted
in it.
uutbronk af the rewolution

The demonstrations which ledd to the FEHOHETHEVIEHEE were or-anized and
staged entirely by the university students. Some secondary schools also
tock part,and when the demcnstrators were already out on the street,t"en
other pecple,mestly workers,joined them. It can be daid thet hhe
Hunzarian youth,cspecially the university students,orzanized and starcd
the demonstrations. <ut here amx azian,they had the assistance and
advice of young intellectuals such as assistant university professors,
ariters,and sc on,

I don't think that the tfunzarain youth led the fishting. Tt ig better
gaid that they only initiasted the fizhtingz.

It must be mentione ' that some of the students who partiwipvated in the
demonstrations were Cormmunists,and did not want = revelution or a chanze
of zovernment. sut,by subsequent events they too were cau~ht by the tiie
of the revolutirn and particiapted in the fightinz. Tt can be said that
the fis ting was started by the unmiversity students,but wery scon,the
industrial werkers tock over. It can not be said that there was any
leadership at 211 durinz the fizhting. There was no leaders ip even
withing the Hunraraan arry,itself.

I think it vas the [ungarian youth whe initiated the revolutien, and

not ma any clder ave vroup,bccause the youth in general is clvays more
enthusiastic. The !lunz arﬁanl university wmxm students werec the best
or:anized class in lunfarv. ey had close centact with e~ch other,

anl they were alsc 1ntelliﬁent enru+h to understand the ocasic political
problers ani issues. And they were influenced by tae intelléctual ferment
which tock vlace befcre the revol tirn.
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I think that the older pecple had a very gocd opinion of the Hunzarian
youth at the tine of the revolution. They were effected to tears by the
conduct and bravery of the youth. They were also moved to action ty the
youth. The ilungarian ycuth,on their pert,had a deep rezari for the older
generation,and they accepted their directions and adviee very readily.

C. The Communists changed the educational system of ilungary to a ecertain
extent. Previously,from the fourth grede of primary schodl cne could zo0
to the gymnasium,the curricular of which was eight years. low,the
Communists reduced the gymnasium to four years,and introduced a zeneral
grade school of eight years.(NOTE: Children not widhing to study in
secondary schools had tc complete six years of grade school and repeat
the last class until they rcached the agze of 17.) This new school
system slightly raised the level of cducation of those who did not wish
to continue to study,but it reduced the level of the cducation of the
secondary schools. Politics were mixed into all aubjects,even mathematics
and physics.

The level of educaticn in the secondary schcbls was geod,but far Belew the
level of seccndary scheels during and before the war. This refers only to
the averagze sdudent,because there were exceptionally trilliant pupils in
all scheols. I think probably the few reraining relizious schecols were

the only ones to maintain the previcus level of eduction in the

secondary schools. Reoomxk

Few of the cld experts on education were toleraied in the Linistry of
Iducation. They were replaced by Communists who copied Souviet rethods,
an ' who had Sowiet text books ixamsferweidx translated to ilunzerian.

The Hun:arian Communists ,in order to insure all possible technicians
neeled for their expanding industry,introduced a series of vocaticnal
schools. There were agricultuee gymnasiums,chemical gymnasiums,and
gymnasiums for the iren and steel industries,and for the censtruction
industry,et.In these schocls,all immortance was attached to special
subjects,and such subjjects 2s Latin ar,history,literature,foreizn
languages(with the ¢ xceptionocf Russian) were cut down condiderablp.

It @was interesting that mme in the universities special departuents
for military science,larxism and the Ruszian lanzuage were set up
everywhere. Some univcrsity professors attempted to maintain the
previous level of uniwersity education.but many cf them were unable
to do so because of the &arge number of younz workcrs and peasants
who were sent tec unmiversities after comparatively short training
cousses. They did not hbve the proper educational bachground to
continue Ekkese university studies. Vé%y often politicel pressure
was brought on university nrofesscrs to let such students pass.
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Scme university professors resisted as long as they could,but many
of them were compelled to take directions from the educational depart-
ment of the Ministry of Tducation,

At the universityes the Communists intrcduced a system of study-zroups.
Students of one class were divided into groups ef ten or twelve. They
studied together. fuch 7roups also served to provide detailed infor-
mation off the conduct =f and mentality of the students. There was a
police spy in every such group. Groups were often changed so that the
members would not zet accustomed to cach cther. Tt sometinmes required
two or three years to enavle kmxme a person tc decide in whom he can
confide.

The majority of the univer8ity professors were professors who had
received their nominations from the peevious rezime. They were
eminent scientists,and scholars who could not be dispensed with.

Some of the professors who had been nominatcd by the Communists were,
at least seemingly, Party members. But cven these professors were
gell qualified to teach at universities.

In the secondary schools the vrevicus instructors depended,to a great
extent,on the directer of the schocl. This was a key nosition to which,
usually,timike reliable Communists werc assigned. Not all of the young
instructers whe finished their studies under Communism were polisgically
reliable. ! few of ther were Communists anl were assizned te key posts.
pexikiwnx  lhe rest of them were satisfied if they were left alone by
the director.

It is my impression that the young zymnasium instructors who finished their
studies under Commuriism did not know as much as was required during and
before the war. The political conduct of the school teachers wns not as
favorable as that &f the secondary school instructors.lany new young
Communists were assizned to teach school,and the majority of the old steff
did-not have enouzh backbone to resist or saw sabotage Communist instructicns
concerning education. This caused a very unfavoraovle impression in the
villages about the intelle:entsia.

E' It is true that the Communists spent much time and effort %o
indoctrinate the Hungarain youth. Their indoctrination began in
kindergarten. In x=mmiy ~rade schools and secondary schecols text-
books,especially those on history and literature,were entirely re-
written according to Cormunist taste. Cecondary school students
were taught Communist theory in the form of "eonstitution." 1t the
universities Communist doctrines were spread in economic classes,and
also in spccial classes on idarxism. The teachinz of Fussian was
eompulscry in the universities,

The Communist were unable to indoctrinate the Hunzarian ycuth because
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the youth was able to see tue centradictions between thedry and practice.
If something is repeated on and on,at the end you will believe it,but not
if you see the opposite result in everyday life.



26-M
£ 26/1X

IX. MAJOR DISSATIBFACTIONE AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE.

A, The mesk thing we wanted most in Hungary was freedom;freedom to talk
without fear,freedom to travel,freedom to express our opinicns. Communist
pressure did not allow one to do-any of these things. It was so depressing
to know that my close relatives lived only a few kilometers awey on the
other side of the Hungarian-Russian border and I was unable to visit them.
But even more unbearable were the spiritual restrictions,the regimentation
of thougnt and beliefs.

The peasants complained most about the pressure to form farm cooperatives.
They were slso troubled constantly because of the compulsory delivery of
products. Their taxes were extremely high. Perhaps everybody in the
country complained beczuse of a constaht lack of fugnds,There were also
periodical shortage of zoods,and goods which could newer be obtained.

The Soviet taste in culture was also very irritating. All cultural
contacts with the Western werkd were prohibited. We lived in constant
fear, People were very poorly paid. This applied also to those yocung
workers and peasants who were urged by the government to study.
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X,.THE FCONOMIC LIFE

A. DURING my last year in Hungary our family managed to get along fairly
well financially. Since the first Imre Nagy government in 1953 the life
of the killoks became more tolerable, About one year before the revolution
they were practically all rehabilitated.

This rehabilitation of the kibloks was not the same in 211 villases. Much

o depended on the composition on the villege council. Sometimes they simply
refused to carry out the instructions o f the ministries. On the other |
hand,it must also be admitted that during the kulck oporession the |
situation was mcre tolerable in one villaze than another if the village
council consisted of men with good intentions. In our villagze the |
situation improved condiderably compared to what it had been before. |

My father farmed our 35 yokes of skmdt land. My brother-in-law helped him
sometimes. My mother had a liver ailment,and she was unable to do more
than the housework.

The foéd at home was the simple village fare,but there was an abundance
of this. We did not have milk kevzwzs or dairy products because during
the last yesr my father did not have a cow. Ye were not so wegl off in
the matter of clothes,but you must consider that in the villages people
do not need am am many clothes as in the city. My father had three or
four suits. This included hie work clothes as well.

Yy parents lived in one room,one kitchen,and one small hall. Previously,
we had had a five room house,but three reoms were confiscated for class-
rooms,and a fourth was taken away to use as an office of the farm co-
operative in our villase.

Fromthe Fall &f 1955 I had been living in Cudapest,studyving and practicing
to pass the entrance examination $o the Academy of Music. I had to pmmtidix
practice as much as six hours a day. I received about five or six hundred
forints a month from my brother-indlaw and parents. I paid 180 ferints

for a month,and meals cost me 380 forints a month st a students' cafeteria.
I did not have much clothes,and my whnter coat was a very thin cne.

It was a luxury for me to spend one or two weeks in Debrecen durin: the
summer vacation. I lived there with an elderly lady in whose home I

. lived at the time when I was a gymnasium student. I did not have to pay
any money for my rcom and board,but my parents sent her potatoes and
other produce in the autumn. A1l I necded was a little spendinz money,
but this in all was to be considered a luxury.

My greatest problems were quarters. I had to have a room in which I
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cou'd max prac‘ice,and one in which there was a EEX Erm pkano. I could not
afford to rent one.

Although Hunzarian peasants are very unpretentious,nevertheless,we live
much better before 1945. For example,before and during the war my parents
were able to buy me a bass viol,and to pay for my mueic lessons. They
could not afford to do so afterthe war. Under Communism there have been
cergain changes in my stadnard of living sbut this can be attributed to
not the be¢ber economic conditions,but to the fact that I had grown up
and was living in a different environment.

our standard of living was thc highest in 19L48,and the lowest in 1941.
Amonz the families in knew in Communist Hung ary,probably a distant
relative of méne lived the best. le was a younz school teacher hwmwho
married the daughter of a comparatively wealthy peasant. Although his
father-in-law was comparatively réch,he was not termed a kulok,and not
persecuted. The yo ng couple lived with their in-laws. The wife did not
work. They did not have to pay anything for rent or food, “hat the
husband earned they spent only on clothing.

The low standard of living in Hungaray under the Communist regime is due
to political and economic reasons., To erd the private ownership im of
land in Hungary,it was the purrose of the Communist party to ruin the
peasantry. The introduction of labor competitions served to exploit,to
the greatest possible extent,both industrial and agricultural workers.
This was ‘one in order to increase to the maximum the exports to the
Soviet Union. Very much was taken from Hunzary to the Soviet Union,and
under the pretext of reparation shiprents.

n the other hand,the Cemmunists created 2 new small cless of mam well
paid Communist officials and officers who lived censiderably much better
off than tefore. :

B. I don't know what the avera-e monthly income of my father was. I
think that the income of a peasant such as my father wes deterrined by
the amount of his tax. He had to work until he could pay off his taxes.
I believe that in the last year kmmfex before the revolution hy father's
annual tax was 25,000 forints.mxmar Since the rehabilitation of the
kuloks bezan my father earned enough to pay off his taxes,and to have a
bit left for clething and other essential expenses.

In the last year before the revelution I did not work, I was studying to
prepare for my entrance examination to the /cademy of lusie in Fudapent.
I received about 500 forints a month from my brother-in-law and my
father. I had great difficulty in making ends meet,and had to live a very
simple life.

My #ather did nct pay any trade union dues,but I tiink that his last



subscription for government loan was 2500 forints.

My father did not have any secondary scurce of income.

My mother kept house for us,but she was finable to work on the farm,because
she was ill, “hile my zrandmother was living,she did hhe hcouse work at home,
and my mother was able to help on the farm. My brother~in~law and my sister
would come to hedp my mother and father. e did not dare to iire any help
for the farm.

C. Peasants were not alvays permitted to sedl their produce on the open
market. They could do this only if they had met all corvulsory farm
deliveries,and had paid their tames. Then what was leftyand what they
were able to spare they could sell on the free merket for somewnat more
than ¥imm what the same products sold for at the governrent stores. But
I do not know how much the @ifferences in prices were,

Suits and &lcthing were obtainable only in government stores. You could
order custom made clothes,but this cost mcuh more than ready-made ciothes.
The government commissioned shops sold only second-hand srticles.

The items avsileble in Hungarian retbail stores were items of mass-production.
Their quality was inferior. I did not notice andy chanze in the quality of
the goods during the various years. The poor quality of the products canoe
attrivuted to the a¥hmr labor competitions,and the attempts to economise
with materials. '

I did not notice any bottle-neck situations aris@ng in the distribution
in retail articles. "hat was not availeble in villagze stores was not
available in Budapest mithmw:,neither. It was most difficult to get
foreizn spare parts,but Hunzarian spare parts were available. I dec not
think there was any spoilaze or waste of foed.

At one time there were shortazes of flour,meat,and lard. Pecple had to
line up for these,not only in the citjes,buy also in the villages.

Shoes and clothing were available vecause they were tec expensive to bufy.
At one time it was entirely impossible to zet oranges,citric fruits,dates,
bananas,etc. Coffee,tea,and coeca were zlso harl to et. lowever ,one could
see mXmm lemons in the last year before the revolution. I do not knecw how
much they cost,I never bouiht any. lhere was an acute shortage cf bread

in 195-0 and 1951. At that time kex Breed rationing was introduced,and
even the farmers who gre+ the wheat had to stand in line to Luy bread.

There was an extensive black-market in Huniary durinz the 19L5,19L6
infaation. I have had no personal. experience with the black-rarket
after this date,but I heard that articles,especially textiles,
smugzled in from abroad were cbtainable on the black~-parket. I do not
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know anything abutit their priced or about their quality, I
don't think any retail merchaby would have dared to demand
more than the official price for any product or srticle he
sold, e could do this only if he knew the customer very
well and trusted him, I do not know what the punishment for
black-market speculations was.

D, (Respondent was a student who never had any full time
employment. His father was also self employed on his own
farm, Therefore,questions under sub-section D had to be
omitted, )

E. In Hungary I would like to live in a city,but to spend
summer vacations In the country. I prefer city life only
because of my interest in music.

In my épinion the rurel population of Hungery abte more and
better food,but perhsps,the demards of the peasantry are
much smaller in this respect than those of the city population,

I think thet the generel stardard of living was higher in
the cities then in the country.

Perhaps it was easier politically to live in the cities than
in the country. “any peasanpsleft their farms ard wmoved to
the city bacause they could stand the oppression ro longer.
Cn the other hand, there were some of the ex-members of the
intelligentsie who went to the courtry ard lived there much
more peacefully than in the city.

The Hungarian pesaserts heard about "kelhoz"-es _long
before 1945. Hungarian soldiers who fought on the jiussian
front told much about thelr experiences in Russian when

they returncd home for home-leave, Lveryone was pregudiced
against the "kelhoz"-es system,and it was useless fo
substitute "farm cooperative production group" for

The agricultural policy of the Communist Party gave every
possible sasistance to the first few farm cooperatives,

They operated at a considerable loss. Seemingly,life on

these farm cooperatives was better and easier for the peasants
than it had been before. But such show-window cooneratives
were very few. Soond the Hungarian peasants realized the
difficulties and disadvartares of farm cooperatives, Thix
These were disagreements concerning management,ferm cooperative
members had less incentive#d to work than when they owred

thier own lard,
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I think that the kuloks were most opposed to farm cooperatives
and  collectivization. The middle poasartry at one &time played
with the idesa of joining. Some of the small peasarts were
opposed to farm cooperatives,others were in favor of thew.

The Hungarien agriculturalxgnattanznxxxﬁhmxhaixmaxixmﬂxaﬂxthnxx
prolitarians who had no larnd of theilr own were the ones most
in favor of collective farming. But they too soan became
disillusioned with it when they saw that they were earring
less thar they had before.

gaafrsBefore the revolution I had heard of some farm co=-
operatives being dissolved. The papers did rot write about
this; 1 do not know any of the detalls.

These farm cooperatives were probably dissolved because they
were operating at a loss, The members were egrnirg practically
mothing., There was much argument ebout maragement problems.
To ruch buresugeracy and red tape were involved. In gerersl,
everyone warted to sit in an off4ice and direct others,instead
of poirg out to the flelds ard work,

" If T were an sgricultural worker in Commurist Hungary I would
miuch prefer to work on & private farm.

In an independent Hungery farmers should be aldowed to sell
their produce on the open market, “arket prices shounld rot
be regulated by the goverrment, But 1f prices get too low,
then the goverrment should come to the assistarce of the
farmers,the same as here in the Urited 3Sfates. The sgri-
enltural reform introduced by the Communists should not be
abolished,but the larger estates should not be restored to

. their previous owners, I think it would be advissble to
contirme the mecharization of the farms,ard to introduce an
upper limit of 100 yokes pner family.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Before 1°48 I was too young to be interested in polibtice.

I don't see any difference in the Communist Party before 1948
and after 1948, There is basically no differerce betweer Bela
Kun and Rakosi, I state this opirion despite the fact that
bef'ore 1948 I had had no practical experience with Communism,

B. I think that a shsasrp distinction should be made between
0ld Communist members and knew Communist Party members, The
old ones are the Commurists who took part in Parygy actievities
at the time when the Party was forced to operate undergrourd,
VMany of them irnfilltrated the 8oclal-Democratic Party.

In 1945,when the first electiors showed how few Commurists

there were in the country,the Hungarian Communist Party began

to recrult members. Bt that time Communist corvictiors were

not necessary, The vest majority of the people, then, joined

the Party because they felt reprissals because of their

conduct or political beliefs during or before the war, Communict

Party membership offered them immunity from criminil _prosecution, .

They were also able to keep their jobs.

ThazuaraXxragankxRarkyxnanbarsxarayakihar wankansxkyxasxwizkkon,
srxnasiisiwhaxnaxixakxgaxahagdxioxikla

The more recent Party members ere either Communists by conviction
or people who wart to get ahead in 1ife, The latter are willing
to pretend that they are Communists by convietion,

Yany people have joilned the Communist Party without the slightest
intention of ailding it. fowever, they unwittingly contributed

to the rise of Communist Party,because the Party was able to
always refer to its large membership, Immediately after the
wxrxxgx World War II many people thought that Comrmunism may be

a change for the better. They soon bescame disillusiored., Thils

is true especially of the irdustrial workers, lMany small ard
middle peasarts slso joired, The intelligentsias resisted
Communism 28 long as 1t could,but finally they,too,had to glve
in.

Our impression was that the pdlicy of the Communist Party always
depended on politicel ard economic corditiorns(for ememples,
guzrEXisquarrels with Tito,the case, Stalir's death,etc.)
Ehe policy of the Hungarian Communisﬁ Party was always directed
Yy oscoW,
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There were necesserily differences of opinion within the
Commnist Party,because the Communist Party was created by
ebsorbing other parties,such as the Sociagl-Democratic Party.
This ebsortion was complete only seemirgly. !llowever, terror
elso existed within the Party ard ro differences of opirion
could be expressed, Only when Imre lagy came into power
could some of these differerces be expressed,

True Party morale could rot exist in the Communist Party
whish considered only oBenigncé and which was quick to punish
the slichtest deviation Trom Party line. Terror within the
Party and the uncertainty of the Party members mede then
refrain from expressing ary oninions. One could feel that the
Party members were forced to thake the opinion that the Party
was right ro matter what resolutlion was adopted,or what was
to be said st the meetings. The Communist Party tolerates no
contradictions and no deviations,

When,after a meeting,one entered a room which was row emptly
but for the cigarette smoke ard cigarette butts,ors felt that
this was the scene of a meeting of which a few people with
bad conscierces rodded approval of what the Txmiyx cmudpotent
party had to say.

There were reeessarily changes in Perty Morale,out these

were rot eviderte-6nly after a limited freedom of e¢xpression
wes granted in the post-3talin era, Xh&x dven mary of the older
Communists who were mewmbers of the underground Communists
became disillusioned with Communism, This,however,they had to
keep striectly to themselves,or they could tell only their

most reliable frierds.

The quality of Party morale within the Communist Perty is
recessarily determired by the compositlion ofi its members.

"he top leaders of the Communist Party ere elther diebolic
fanatics,ambitious people with ro moral inhibitions,and the
me jority are Communists by cornviction. Some of them have
personality. For example,people like 1jk who fought 1r
Spain,or Communists like lakosé who spent long years in
prison. They hade character but they do 1ot have morals.

The intertions of some top Communistg members may have been
good at the time when they joined. Later on some of them
mey have realized their mistake,but they were unable to Bet
off the moving train, “ost of the top Cormurists are after
both material and personal geins,
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The top Communist leasders rust accept and follow blindly the
resolutions adopted by the Party. The true motives of the
Party's policy are not always made public. Bery often, they

are disguided in pretexts, In the hierarchy in the Communist
Party the resolutions adopted by the tor leaders must be
accepted without question by sll lower officials, The common
Party member must cornceal his dissatisfaction with Party policy,
and carnot leave the Barty if he warts to. ThExmakivmzxsfxxie
EREXXXBEEEFARERBAER X IFFXAZEEE THe reactiors fo the common Party
members to Perty policy very according to what group they belorg,
ard for whet motives they had originally joined the Party.

Wf Hungery becomes independent the top membsrs of the Communist
Party should be brought to justice.

C. There wes open ard official opposition to Communism in
Hungery from 1945 until 1948. That is, as long as other
political parties were allowed to exist, then the opnosition
parties had been liguadated in 1948,strong opposition to
Cormunisk could be noticed in the villages wkere Communists
were unable fo find people willirg to join their farm co=-
operatives, Thelr answer to this was higher tazes ard higher
compulsory delivery quotas for the kuloks ard middle peasarte.
The peasantry resisted and sabotared this the best it could.

™he Iurgerein industrial worlers showed resistarce when labor
competitions were introduced,and when workers were not allowed
to leave their jobs and seck employmert elsewhere without
official permission.

Grumbling slways existGed,but to what externt it was done openly
Gexpan depended largely on the political »nressures at + he time,
At the height of the Communist terror in 1951 ard 1953,people
complaired very much to relisbdd@ friends only., Police informers
were everywhere. I have not heard aunythirg about strikes among
industrigl workers.

The facts which I have mentionsd ere public knowledgs in Hungesry.

I think thet hhese small ects of opnosition were,in a certaih
sense,effective, They kept up the dissatisfaction of the people,
The goverrment was not entirely indifferent to public opinion,
end think that hed there been not the slisghtest oavidencs of
resistarce,the goverrment would have proceseded at a much more
rapid pace its program to meske Hungary Communistic,

Open opposition in ¥amyzgey Hungery declined somewhat in L951
and 1952, It increesed after Stalin's death,ard was at its
hédght before and during the revolution.

SomEets L0 O
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The ihtelléctual ferment in Hungary sterted immediately after
Stalin's death. The first writers were probably instructed to
write the artiwles which appeared only to enable the Communist
Party to show that there was freedom of opinion in Hungary.
With the loosening of the reins the intellectuals bacame much
bolder. Finally,the "Irodalmd Ujsag" eppeared,and the Petofi
Circle was formed,

T heard about the Petofi Circle only immediately before the
outbresk of the revolution. I read about it in the "Irodalmi
Ujsag".The Hungeriar intellectuals in the Petofi Clrcle and
the authors who spoke their mihds during the new course BEaX
played an importent role,but did not represert arnything new,
What they had to say was known to cveryone long ago. Their
importance lies in the fact that they wwote openiy for the
first time what everybody felt in secret.

At first I did rot trust bhe new intellectuals. Yany of them
had been swarded Stalin prises, But it can not be denied that
they started the avalarche thet culminated in the revolution.

T value only those intellectsals who had principles and
cheracter,ard who were silenced under the Communist regime.
VMany of them had been imprisored. Most of the others had been
prominent others who had only been cmrried away by the tide of
the revolution, Vany of them have now recanted,

“he intellectuels turned against the Commnnist regime probably
because they were fed up with the tight control over their
literery activities. They were always told what to write ard
how to write.
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XII.THE APPARATIUS OF POVER

A, Prospective AVO men and officers were selected when they
appeared before the military draft beard. I f thefr class
origin and background was right,they were selected and sent
to special trainirg cemps where they underwent radical
training, I had a friend who was a very likable young peasant
boy. e was drafted forthe AVC, In a specilal trairing camp
near Szeged he was taught,among other thirgs,how to torture
people, He sgid that a diabolical non-commissioned officer
taught them how to hit people ard where to hit them.,

The officers of the AVO were very carefully selected. They had
to have spotless proletariat backhrounds. They were villlans
gpe capable of anything.Thelr top officers were intellectuals
who sold themselves to the regime, Xxhx

I have Had no direct comtact ui th the AVO, I only knew the
boy I just mentioned and also heard a fow things from my room=-
mate whose brother had been hn AVC lieutenant,

"y father had been arrested ard mistreated not by the AVO,
bup by the Blue Police. VWhen they firally let wy father go
_he had to report every Sunday at the Police station, He did
not tell us much abont what went on there,but he foaredthese
weekly visits to the police ssation very much. Once or twice,
when he drark a bit kamxmmzk more than usual,he started to
cry and hinted thet he was belng mistreated and tortured by
the police.

I have not heard of any AVH man who warted to leesve the service,
or had pangs of consclerce,

It is true that the vast majority of people in Communist
Hungery lived in constant anxiety and fear. There wes only
a very small new upper-class which lived extremely well.

The question of whet is to be done with the AVH men in a
liberated Bungery is a very difficult one, Therse were among
them some simple peasant boys who had been recruited for
this service. It i1s hard o imagine thet they too histreated
prisoners or were brutal to others. The AVO offlicers were
probebly less humare, I thirk it will be recessary to
investigate the cormuct of every /AVI men ard,if the eviderce
werrants it,he should be brought to court.for trial.

Most of the men serving with the AVO berder guards were
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recruited for this service, I thirk they are less dangerous
than the Blue AVO had been,

m™he poliftical role of the Blue Police differed considerably
from the AVO_ They too had their pialn clothesmen ard
investigators,but the dirty work was lefit for the 2AVO to do,
However,in the villages the Blue Police filled the role of
the AVO,especielly in the persecu tion of the kuloks,

The Blue Police force was elso Communist,but the goverrment
did not trust it to the same extent as it did the AVO., I
think that the Blue Police operated less effectively than
the ptlice force during the war and during the Horthy regime.
In the first few years a few police officers were retained
from those who had served under the Horthy regime ,but t hey
were replaced by new Communist trained officers as soon as
it was possible,

In some places the Blue Police acted the same as the army
during the revolution, That is,they fought together with
the insurgents. In other places as,for exarple,in Debrecen
the Blue Police fired on the d emonstrators, In Debrecen kk=
three people had been killed when they attewpted to remove

a red star from one ofi the buildings.In Budapest the Blue
Police conducted themselves well,but very many AVO officers
put on k¥mm blue unifpoms to dispgulse themselves,l personally
sew policeman who were fighting in the revolution,

B. I think that the civil courts in Communist Hungary were
also influenced by Perty politics, The courts were maEju

pre judiced by the social background of the people whose

cases they tried. "uch depended on the class origin of the
person appearing before the court. In criminal cases the
court was influenced also bythe #3zzk social origin of the
person against whom the crime was committed, Crimes committed
against lkuloks were punished much less severely than crimes
committed,for sxample,an industrial worker.

I wes too young to motice how the courts functioned during
and kasfw® before the war., Dut on the besis of what I have
heard from my father and older people,I think that both rich
and poor recddvedthe same treatment befifre the courts. The
financlel position of one influenced the outcome of the trial
only in one respect:the party who had more money had a better
chance of soliciting the services of the better lawyers.

I have heard sbout the peovnlet!s courts which were set up in
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1945 to try war criminals., I do not consider those Hungarian
army officers who fought in the war as war criminels, I do
not believe that the sentences imposed by the People's Courts
could have been just for the mere fact that t he judges were
delegated by the vaklous political partyés and were not
impartial or unbiased.

C. When the Hungarian students started their demonstration,

the soldiers inside the barracks folt that something wes in
the air.despite the fact that they were not allowed newspapers,
A few officers and the Y¥zmdarzxaf heads of military sclence
departments of the Budapest universities played an important
part in orgarizing the demonstrations, It is haed to say at
this stage how far these officersthese officers warted to go.
For example,ths cadet who spoke at our meeting had to go through
a certain screaning before he was admitted to the military
academy. Thereforg,he must have been a Commnist. He may have
wanted only certain small concessions,

In somé of the barracks the soldiers saw the demonstrations
from the windows ard cheered them, But they were influenced

by the uncertainty of the officers, For example,in the Barracks
facinz the square where the Bem statue stood,soldéers cheered
us enthusiasticelly end placed Hungarien flags on the barracks,
but were afraid of théé&r officers and did rot leave t he
building. '

Arother thing must be talten in to consideration in order to
understend the conduct of the army. Avong the erlisted men
there were very many who,for vnolitical reasfons,were rot
permitted to study and had been drefted for military service.
These enlisted men did much to influence the others,

It can not be daid the Hungarian army fought as a urit. This
was out of the question because there was no certral leadership.
But many smaller units of the army fought together,and mary
officers and énlisted men left their barracks and jolned the
revolution individually.

The cornduct of the army denerded to a large scale to what
events took place in the vicinity where the varlous troops
were statiored, By this I mean that the troops in Budapest
reacted ku differently when they saw the large scale
demonstrations and the start of the fighting.then the troops
stationed in some little place in the trans-Danublan district
where rothing at all happencd. Other units were influenced by
the conduct of their officers, I thirk that if the officers
sided with the revolution,then they could brirng all thier men
to jotn in the firhting, But,I thirk,if the officers were
opposed to participatire in the revolution then their influence
was comnaratively smaller,
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I was not surprised much by the corduct of the Hunparian

army d uring the revolution, In the one month that I was in
the army I saw erough of army 1life to know that the xadiaxx |
soldiers tere not satisfiod with the regime, |

I served in the Hungarian army for ore month in the summer of
1951. Mt that time I was a firfst year medical student. I was
stationed in Hajdusamson in a summer ==gy army camp Set up
especially for finiversity students, Vie were the first group
of university studeets who had to do compulsory military |
service during thelr dtudies,thet is,during their vacations,

We received infantry training. We had to get up at dawn to

the sounds of a Russian bujle. We had to perform Soviet

military exceecises, In course of this it was compulsory to

urinate, /fter the wilitary excercises we washed ard prepared |
for inspection. lLreakfast consisted of dehydrated potatoes and |
some bread, /Mfter that we had politicel instruction classes |
for one hour or sometimes for two, Then we wert out for drills,

For lunch we usually received some stew with very little meat

ir it and a slice of bread. /fter a short rest,excercises ard

drills cortimed. Sunner was at 7 o'clock ard we roceived

some coffee,a slice of bread,and g slice of baco:. "bout every

secord evering there would be a film,but it was compulsory to

atterd the performarce. letreat was sounded at 10 o'clock.

The army fare wss very baed ard not emough. ‘e were not permitted
to receive parcels from home, There was ro drinking weter,but

we were able to buy bottles of beer from the carteer. The cess
pools were too near the wells and we did not dare drirlc that
water, The officers and the ron-mormissioned officers,from
sargeant on,did not eat the same food as we did. ‘e were
quartered in tents,twelve mer to a tent,

The mojority ¢f the officers were ex-irdustrial workers,the
rest were ex-peasarnts, The non-commissioned offieers were
mostly peasants. The officers had been selected to attend
military traeinire courses at the Kossuth ard Petofl Academies,
Few of the non-commissioned officers were reenlisted men.

The officers chose this nrofession beceuse 1t was well paid,

it did rot require much worl:,they received unifopms, quarters
ard food, The ron-commicsioned officers who reenlisted were

not neid as wedl aa the officers,but they too had mary
advanteges ard did rot 1lilte to work. The ron-zmmmx commissioned
offieers who were not reenlisted men had been nromoted to

théir rarks during their terms of commulsory military service.
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I thirk that all officers were Party members and most of the
non-cormissiored officers. Our cormmander was a fajor who
completed the famous school for non-commissioned officers in
Jutas during the Horthy regime. Somehow,it was my feelirng
that he was not a Communist by conviction, The other officers
were scemingly Commnists,especially the political officers.
It was hard to decide who of them were really were really
Commurists ard who were only pretending,
duty

In the lire of /rxkmkmz both officers and non-commissioned
officers played maxxz mean tricks on us, Our tralning was
very stiff. 'le had to merch mapy weary kilometers, We were
very tired at the end of the month when we were discharged.

It was my impression that our officers had inferiority complexes
towardg us, They &R did mot have the same basic education as

we had, Their knowledge of military matters was fairly good. The
trairing proceeded entirely elong Russian lires. It could be seen
phet 1t wes based on an aburdance of man-power, From ergineering
students who served in the anti-stb creft artillery,I heard that
the training of their officers was very inadecuate. The conduct
of the officers ard von-commissioned offdeers toward the men

had nothing to 6o with their Party membership or class origin.

Seemingly there was equal treatment for everyone in the army.

But there were ofie or two Disz secretaries who were in easy
office jobs,and did not have to go out fop drills ard excercises,
leedless to say,they were Communists,

We hed oreard a half to tflo hours of political orientation afy
day., This consisted of lectures and reports prepared by the
men. We had to t ake notes ard owr notebooks were examined, Most
of the materigal we heard in politicsl indoctrination classes
was rot new to us,because we had had such subjects at the
university previously., Political indoctrination classes were
entirely a matter of indiffererce to us,but onerhaps we sven
preferred these classes to military drills.

D, I think very few people in Hungary remember or read about
the conduct of the Russians in Hungary when they crushed the
1848 revolution, Put everyone remombers their cornduct in 19,45.
Basically,this is the reason for their unpopularity in Hungary.

I was still a child in 19L45,but I remember very well that my
grendfather,whohad been a prisoner-of-wer in Russia during
World War I and others who were there with him,had a favorable
impression of the iussian neovle,but they feared Communism
after thef?¥ eazpertences af the 1918-1919 Communist regime.in
Hungary. Therefore,be feered the arrival of the Russians very
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much in 19451 ard 1945,

The first Russians who came in,mx# took our horses,and everything
else they took a liking to., Later some drunken {fussflans came and
even pulled the boots off my mother's feet. uverytime the lussians
came my father had to hide in a secret celler,because they were
teking eway the men for compulsory labor, The tusslans were also
committing atrocitlies against women.

'y opinidén of the tussians did rot cherge much 2w with time., To
me they alweys represended Communism in Hungery. I did not
sympathize at all with them,

I personally did rot have wecuh contact with Russian occupation
troops. One summer I wak worked full time on a road construction
job near the Russian agrfield in Debrecen., I talked to some of
the soldiers. A friend of mine who played the pdano well, EhuEmMEkk
teught thg %Qitgéﬁn of one of the offlcers to play jazz music,
Huxwrax£REE X AR EXEX BN X TR N E A S X X X AN X AU EE LN
R¥xnndzoxxenaxaegrrinxgxIxnankxnkircningile was permitted to make
a few purchases in the iussian army PX,ard on one occasion I went
with him,

Russian troops in Debrecen were stationed on the airfield and in
one of the barracks in the city. The Russian officers and thelir
femilies were living either on the airfield,or in %k speclal
apartment houses in the city. e could see them and their families
on the streets often. The Russian enlisted men were not let out
from the barracks or the airfield xmryxafkmxxso ofter.

Their sometimes mximkwaX oriental foatures and thelr rude manners
did not make the lussians very popular. This in itself had a
peculiar effect on a person,regardless of his previous experience
with dussians.

The enlisted men were simpnle people and basically not evil. But
the 3oviet military system had made Janizaries out of them. The
officers wert about town very much. It could be seen that they
had plenty of money. They were wall.fed ard well dressed
irdigiduals who looked contented.

There was very little soclael cortact betwsen the iussian mfRimaxx
occupation troons ard the Hungsrians., Iefore the revolution there
was practicelly no cortaect whatever., The Hungerfan women WA they
contacted were mostly prostitutes., I do not krow of ary court-
ship,although I have heard thet in 1946 jussien women warted to
marry Hungarian men very badly.in order to be allowdd to stay in
Hunzary. ™is was baefore the Cormmunist govermment in the Sowviet

Tnion prohibited merrisces betweer wvssian citizens and foreigners.
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There were ro socisl contact bditween tussian femilies and Hungerien
families, Russian officers could be seen more offen on the streeis,
but there wes no basic difference in the atititudes of the Hupmarian
population toward the Russian officers or the Russian eniisted wmen.
The Russians wore disliked and desplsed by the Hungarian cilvilian
population,

My gereral impression of the Russians is that they are Russlans .
first and Communists only secord. They are patriotlc despite their
rigorous Communist indoctrination and training, I do not know what

their opinion is of ‘tassia economically and politically,but I think
thet t hey 1like the situation in Hungary,end many of them wanted %o
remain here. It is my imnression that the t{ussians liked the

Hungerians more thar the Hungarians liked them. Probably the officers
were more Communistic thar the wer, Durlng the revolutlion nélther

I nor my family nor any of our friends hed ary direet cortact with |
the russian troops in H,rncary. From the windows of our studerts’ |
home/ I saw mery Russiars =moldiers ard civiliers alike,but I did

not sneak to ery of them, I also saw zxxx many Russians on wmy

way from Budspest home,

The iussian civilians scemed very uncertain ard frightered, The

women were crying,
I do not think there wes ary differerce in the conduct of the

Russian officers ih comparison to the enlisted wmen, 211 &8 the

Russians were younc,wlth the exception af a few high rarking

officers. Most of them were Ukranians and White Russians, I saw
Yorngolians and Asietics only in the first days of Novewmber. The

3xx Aslatics gave the impression of beirg very wild,but &t the

aame time,they too were uncertain, I think that the Russlans who

had been stationed in Hi'ngary a lorger time before the revolution

fought very unwillingly egainst us. Probably,this 1s the reeson

why they had to be replaced.

I know about the conduct of the iussian troops during the
revolution only from hearsay. In the first stage of the revolution
I don't think that the Russianrs committed awy sct: of atrocity
against Hunrarlian citizers,but this may have hanpened after
Yovember L., I heard of kkaw such cases,but only know of %them from
hearsay.

E, One of the rooms of our house at home had been teker uway from
u8 and was used by the local cooperative store a2s an office, The
mergeer of this cooperative store was a youns Commurist of 17 or
28 years of sze. His father had also been a Communist frow 1945 on.
He recadved a very =ood pay,getting about 2000 forints per month.
He did rot have more then Xax iz eight grades of elemerntary school,
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but was a very bright young chap., I think that he was a Communist
by conviction., He had talent,but did not have trainirg. He was &
typical bureaucrat preparing the many spperfluous reports ard
statistics., He was disagpeeable to my parents because he had
taken away cne of thair rooms.

In Hungary I have known one or two public admimistration officiels
who had concern,primarily,for the benafits of the Hungarian veople.
But such officials did rot remein ir office long,

F, In Communist Hunrary it was sometimes possible to circumvent
regulations end rules. For examnle,wher I applied for admiasion
to the Bmimpuxk Debrecen School of “edicine I submitted false
facts in order to be errolled., This was dore with the assistarce
of the local Party secretary in our village, 1y brother-in-law
krew him well ard induced him to pgive me a report in which the
emount of land my father owred was stated to be less than what

he really had, I was admitted to the school,but after a year thewy
found out ard dismissed me,

After t he introduction of villase courecils,it was dore difficult
to efircumvert goverrmert refulations in the way I had dore with
the aid of the Party secretery. In some billages where they public
administration officials were more cooveraiive,much could be done
to allewiate the burden on the kiloks, For exemple, some villages
permitted the ki kuloks to buy livestock jolntly for the purposs
of delivéring it to the govermment for the oquota., ExXhzxm:

I have heard of a few cases of heiB&xy bribery,but this was wery
dangerous, If the official concerned wes caught it weant prison,
both for him and slso for the person who bribed him,

G, I do rot krow much sbout the competarcy of the Hungarian
secret police, I thirk that in the first years they retained
very many experts from the nrevious regime. When the police
foree began to function better these people were €ismissed,
But,I think that in gensral the AVO acheived its results,not
by its krowledge of criminology,but rather with the aid of
informers, I don't think that the officers of the AVO were
intellégent or competent.

I thirk the same apnlies to the Hungarien army leadership,

I think that the Russian mEyx army lesdership 1s baslically
the same as the Iungerian ermy leadorship.

The average of competent arnd intelligent public admimistration
officials is much hirher than 1t is in either the AVO or the
army, The reason for this is that mary of the public administration
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experts who were serving under the Communistg regime had been
trained and had acouvired long experience during the Horthy regime,
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XIII, ASSESIVYENT OF FUTIIE PROSPLECTS FOR HUNGARY

A, With the revolution has begun the process of ¥iberation
for Hungary. The people et home are impatiently walting fo

be freed., The process has just begun and it has not ended,

It has only seemingly been scuelched.It is impossible to
imagine that hhis process will rot continue. But the neople
at home realize that they themselves cen do nothing now.

They are waiting for Western assistarce, The Communist empire
has beenshaken to its very fourdations, Probably the Russiang
people at home are also waiting for their own freedom,

No metter how hard the present Communist govermment in Hungary
tries to turn back to the 8talinistic policy 1t had abandoned,
they are unable to erase the Hunrarian revolutlon from the
pages of history. The concessions that had been made have beer
regretted both by ""oscow ard Budapest goverments, Sven those
goncessions which were made durings the rewolution will be
withdrawn,

Outside Hungery the armamert race cortinues, Both the Last ard
the West are prepering for war, I hope that the time for the
finel settliig of acoounts with Cormmunism is rot far away.

If there were any wgp to avoid war between the Soviet Union
and the United S,ates,then it should be avoided, But it is

sk very ﬂard to imagine how this can be done, No matter how
much I would like to avoid .a third world war,the outbreak of
such a war is very likely because of the Soviet foreign policy.

I don't think that the Soviet Union cares very much about
United fsmimrxszrekkaxsx lations sanctlons.

In the Soviet Union the Party policy will go back to the Stalln

line, I do rot think that any gradual liberalization in the
Soviet nion is probablyg., The possiblility of a revolution in
Russia hirnces on the future of the satellite countries. Should

the Hunsarian revolution repest itself,let's say in the Lasterrn

German iepublic or in Poland,this mey also have unforesseable
effects orn the interral sitdation in the Soviet Unlon,

B,During the past ten years we were forced to witmess the
gradual Communizstion of our courtry, The fmamx formation

of goverrment farms,farm cooperative nproduction groups, the
nationalizatior of industries ard enterprises all indicated
that Hunmery would soon be a member of the Soviet Unbon, Cur
future outlook was very grim, We saw the first reys of hone
after Btalin's desth. The second time,after the fall 8 Rakosi.

m—— g e e m e e e e i s aA atm mee e




2611

P R T
o I_I 5 / ALl

Western radio broadcasts assured
would be free arain,

us that one day our country

Wle hoped that the unification of Germany may elso bring sbout
the solution ot our problems.
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL ATD ZCONOMICAR IDEOLOGY

A, I think it 1s a great mistake to continue the devélopment
of the Hungarian iron ard steel industry. We should expand
only our light industry to the extent that this 1s justified
by our resouces of the recessary raw materials. We much also
developg our agriculture. Farm mechanization programs should
be continued. Our agriculture should become more inteasive.
*ope orcherds and vineyards should be planted;km truck farms
should also be creabed.

If Hungery shonld become indeperdert,all netional enterprises
and goveriment farms,sksand farm cooperative groups should
cease,

In principle, the nationalization of industries is acceptable
only in such countries where the form of govermment insures
that the govermment ownership of industries and transportation
facilities serves only the interests of the people of khat
country,and not the interest of some foreign govermment, In
principle,I approve of the netionslization of both fhe heavy
and 1light industries. : ,

The govermment should not direct agriculture,it should only
ghve advise tothe farmers. Te farm cooperatives ard the
goverrmert ferms should be abolished,end the lard giver back
or distributed among the peasants.

I would =k set the maximum limlt of land which one person or
family could own at 100 yokes.

1If T had to choose between two forms of govermment,one of which
insured a fair mf standard of living,but gave no freedom,and
the other insured no jobs,but pranted full freedom,I would
choosw freedom. If once freedom 1s indured,then everyors
would be able to make a living, In an indenendent Hungery,l
wonld be in favor of eutlawing the communist Party. There
wonld be many top moverrment officials ard AVO and army
officers who were very wmuch sgtiefied with the present regime,
and who may use the fremework of the Communist Party the

rezt regime to overthrow the goverrment ard reestablish
Communism,

T would favor the outlawirg of Fellow Tpavelers organizations
only as they are dangerous to state security.

A e e e Vi aii oy
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C.The ideal intermnationel situation for Hurgary would we for
her to become & neutral courtry like Austia.

I would nrefer to have only economic relations between Hurgary
and the Soviet Union.,

With the other Easstern Buropean countries the Hungerian govern-
ment of a2n independent Hungary should mabhbtain both economic
and cultural relations,providdd that their culture is really
not the culture of the Sowlet Union.

I would nrefer to have close economic and cultural rekations
with the Yestern Luronean countries,and the Unlted States.

I heard about plans for a federation of the Darubian states
here in America from other Hungarian students. People st

home know about this only from history, I would rather prefer
Hungary to be indenerdent like SWitzerland and Mustria,in stead
of forming such a federation, I think it wsu¥kxhbaxsary will be
very difficult to realize this plan, If such a federation is
set up I would prefer to have fustia and Cermary in it., I am
1ot so keen on the participation of Roumania,Yugoslavia erd
Czechoslavakia in this federation. I have ro objection to
Bulgaria.

People in Hungary,especially the country people,do rot krnow
mach about this idea.

I do not fine Hungary's present boundaries accentable., I would
like to see Hungary regain all the territories which she had
before the erd of World Yer I, I thirnk that people et home,in
gereral,would like to see Hurnpgery regain at leesst the territories
which she received in the first and second Vienna Arbltrage
dicisions, Put I realimed that it would be extremely difficult
for Hungary to regain all of her territories. I do not know

what means can be used to acheived this purpose.

I am not much concerned about the fate of the Hungarasian
minority in Austria,but I em concerned abott the lmmgarien
minorities in Yugoslevia,Chechoslovakia,and Rumania, Their
problems cen best be solved by reamnexing the Hungarian
occupied territories to Hungary. '

I consider 2ll these questions/ important,and I think that a
great majority of the people at hcme also corsider them vital,
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XV, THE FORVMATION OF PUBLIC OPIINION

A, I do not know anything about Kruschev's secret speech,nor
about Senator VceCerthy and the Un/merican Activities Committee.
I do not know who Peron is.

I do not know much about Rekosi's private life., I heard that
he was living in a villa on Svabhegy,and that he was always
closely guarded, I knew that his wife was a Mongollan, I saw
him only once in my life,when he was attending a concert in
Budapest. He had to study his official biography. I do not
know anything else about him,

B, Before the war my father subscribed to the "Igazsag" end to
the "Uj Nemzedek". Both were daily pepers. The Uj Nemzedek" was
a Catholic daily. We did not subscribe to eny magazines or
journals, My parents road mmxy kXkkXe read practiwally nothing
but newspapers. They read very few books,and these were mostly
religious ones,

pfter the wer my father subscribed to the "Szabad Nep" and the
"Szabad Fold". He resd these newspapers thoroughly, I read them
only to the extent that it was required for the political seminars,

From 1948 on we did not have much confidence in %k what the papers
wrote., Dut it was useful to read these peapers because wWe were

able to commare their material with what we heard over the radio.
e were especially coutious about accepting newspaper versions

of the foreizn political situatiorn,and about the so called "class
war", We sométimes believed reports on industrial oroduction,

teither I nor my friends reed any publications from the Soviet
Union,or other Satéllite countries. iussiar publicatlions were
obtalnable,and probably also Bohemian ores, I did not see any
Yugoslav publications and do not know about the publications
of the other satéllite countrdes.

T was able to read Western publications a few times, ! class-
mate brought some American magezines to schotl. e saw beautiful
advertisemerts in them and thought that this was exaggerations,
and thought that they probably contaired propagarda. We also
discovered a gm few copies of t he National Ceographic magazine,
which we read in secret. These were probesbly legal publications,
but 1t was not advisable to be seen reading them. /e were very




26-M
£, 49/XV

ruch impressed by what we read. Thet 1s,we did not read them,
because ndither one of us knew Hnglish,we only looked at the
pictures and advertisememts. I do rot know of any illegal
publications from the West in Hungary.

We did read some Hungarian books whitch khad been placed on the
index by the Communists, When the 1ist of subscribed boolks
was published,people did not destroy their books. "y uncle had
many such books which were on index,arnd he loaned them to us,
and to his reliable frierds, There were some such books also in
our school library which,by oversight,were rot weeded out, "hese
books were mostly novels ard fiction, I liked them very much,
They hed a speclal appeal to us because they were banned,

C. I often got news by word of mouth from people livéng in our
villgge,or from classmates., Such news was mostly of political
nature. Sometimes they were eXaggerated ma or distorted,but they
always contained a grain of truth. There were some people I
cordidered more relisble ir this respect than others, I formed
more opinion on the basis of my contact with them. I,too,always
passed on the political rews which I heard, I gave such 1ews

by word of mouth to the members of wy family and to rellable
gscoualintances. In school there were a few reliable classmates
with whom we slways exchenged information,

F. I went to the cinema feiriy frequently,about once a week,
I saw many plays when I had a part-time job ir the Debrecen
Theatre, "hen I was not employed there,l went to ZXxamaxs

the kmx theatre,opera,or corcerts mf about once a month, I
preferred to see films which had sume musical value. I
preferred operas and operettas-to‘plays. Best of 211 I 1liked
Yozart's " Abduction from the Seraglio ard Shakespear's
"Romeo and Juliet". The two filmsysmrsimx I liked best nxx
were "§amlet",an Inglish film,and a French filmYthe Life of
Verdi.



261
t. 50/XVI

XVI.EVENTS OUTSIDE HUYGARY

A. I think thet the vast gaiartk majority of the people in the
Soviet Union cdo not like Communism, There 1s only a small
selected class which lives extremely well,and is sabisfied, DBut
it is hard %o imagine that ¥k a2 revolution mam will take place
in the Soviet Union. It may be possible,but orly if something
of this kind breaks out in the other satellite countries,and
spreads later to the Soviet Union, For emample,if a revdlution .
simikar to the one in Hungary would break out in Lastern Germany
it man may spread to the Soviet Union, I do not think that
gradual liberation is possible,or probable,in the Soviet Urnion,

If free elections were to be held in the Soviet Union I think
that the Communistg govermment would be overthrown, Some
democratic party would come to power,but not the Social-Democrats
because the left wirg of the Social-Democratic party stards too
close to the Communist Party. g

The aims of the top leaders of the 3oviet Unlon 1s to create a
classless soclety which would have no reed for money, They want
to crette a completely social state, It 1s very hard %o imagire
that all this can be msh&éxadx achieved,

I think that the top leaders of the Sowiet Communist Party are
the same type people as Stalin was,with the exception that
probably they are now more polished., Tey ere militarists,ard
their comvictions are mmabbb probably stronger thar those of
the top leaders of the Huncariesn Communist Party.

B, On the basis of their political corduct,I think that the
goverment of East Germany is the most popular,ard secord
most populer is the goverime:rt of Polerd, But if it is a
question of the popularity of the people themselves,then I
think the peonle of Polard sre wmore popular ir Hungary than
the people of Lastern Germary. The traditionel frierdship
between Hurngeriars aid Polés has always existed., The least
popular in Hungary ere probably the iumaniers ard the
Bohemians,because of thelr corduect toward the Hungerian
minorities livir~- in their countries, I did rot have much
contact with these courntries or people. Onee I had been for
a very brief visit to lumaria. It lested only kaw two days.

If free elcctiors were to be held in the satellite countries,
I thirk that Zast Germary would Xmk wmnXd very likely over-
throw its Commurist goverr~ent. It would become unified with
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West Germary and the present Donn goveriment would extent 1ts
rule over Zest Germary as well., Chechoslavakia would probably
remain Commurist becasuse its sterderd of living under Communism
1s very high. Rumaniaf would also probably overthrow the
Communist recime. I do rot know about Bulgaria,l know very
1little about that courtry.

T think that the highest standard of livirg is in Last Germany,
the second hiphest in Gzechoslavakia, The lowest standard of
living is in Bulgaria,ard the secord lowest in Hungary.

¢. I do rot trust the Gfomulka goverrment at all. I have zxX¥
confidence only in the Poliehpecple., 1 thirk that Gomulka is

a Voscow puppet. I do rot know what the corditions in Poland
were before Gomulka's rise to power., I am rot in favor of his
poliey of gradualism., Whether He stays in powerg or not remains
entirely up to “oscow. “vents 1n Polandg and also Last Germany
contributed to the ferment in Iungary. The Polish everts had

a direct effect on the Hungarian revolution, The demonstrations/
on October 23 were held in sympathy withthe Polish students.

The so-called silent demorstration merched past a buildlng where
the Polish worlrers delegation was quartered,and where Pélish flags
were flying from the buildirg. The Polss received loud cheers
from the demonstratdrs,

I do rot think that any real freedom of expression had been
granted in Poland et all. 711 these freoadoms were only light
concessions which eppeared to be more than they really were,

Yle heard about the Pozren riots from the Communist radlo and
press,and also foreign radio broadcasts, On one occasion,the
people in our villege found leaflets dropned from the 2ir which
rgave an account of the Pomnan trial. legrattably,these leafllets
were writter in either Slovak or Czech ard nobody understood
then,

Tens end thousards ve8ple lost their lives in the Hurgarian

revolution,ard they were unable to achieve what they wished

to because they had ro Jestern aid, On the other hand,Polard
hed gaired rothing by its peaceful revolution.

D,Tito's Yucoslavia seems to represert somethinc halfwey
betweer Lastern Cormunism erd “sterr democracy. DLub it is
a contradiction to call Tito's regime matioral Cormunism,
Gvery form of Communism is Basically interrational. Tito
cannot be called a nationral Communist. He does mnot want To
1et the oscow Comrunists to be the high-priets kax% of
Interrational Communiswm,but cleims this nost for hinself.
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In my opinion,there is rot much differerce between internationsl
Gapm Poscow Communism,and netioral Tito Communism.

I thirk thet from the point of view of the Wugoslav peopls,
Tito is a very clever statesman, jle is trying to get all the
advantages of frierdshlip with the 'est,but at the same time
he remalrs besically a Communist.

lelations betweer the Sowviet Union ard Yuroslavia sre seemirgly
Bomewhat streined.simece the Hungerian revolution, But I think
that underneath this apveararce reletiors hetweer Yugoslavia
and the Coviet "Trion ere cordial.

Tito's relations with the satellite courtries of Lurope are
alweys irfluerced by his officiel relatiors with the Soviet
inion. ™he satellites mXX always adjust themselved to the
policy of Toscow,

Tito's relations with the ‘estern courtries,especially with
the Urited Ctates,ere also influerced ard goverred by his
rélations with the "oscow —overmmert.

lelatiors between Hungary ard Tito heve und@rgore consideralbe
chanpes several times. Un to the outb eek of the iijk case,
Huncery was on very good terms with Yugoslavia. He was compro-
mised by R1jk. /fter lakosi's downfall, Gero mede every attempt
to spnease Tito,ard seemingly,succeéded, During the Hungarian
revolution,Tito was very cautiocus,and finally,termed it as a
courter-revolutionayy attemnt to overthrow Communism. e
erXtksgzadx critisized the previous Communist regimes,but
supports the Kadar govermment.

Ukkhithen ewceptlonofinsfan. Litod sbha

With the exception of the few Titoist Communist leaders who have already been
liquadated,the remaining Communist leadgers of European setellite countries
are in favor of .loscow brand Communism, I don't think there is any greet
futuse for Tito's llational Comunism in the satellite countries.

I kmow very little about the conditions in Yugoslavia,but my impression is
that ®kk Tito is very popular in Yugoslavia, ify impression is based on the
character of the Yugoslav people who are wvery patriotic, Iy must also have
a high regard for ¥kx Tito's war record.

E, I do not imow abnout the conditions which existed in China before the

Comaunists took over, But,I think,that the Chinese Communists were able
to come to powerg because the great majority of the Chinese léve poverty.
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This made them sympethize with Communism,

Perhaps the Chinese Communist government enjoys much more independence from
iloscow than the other satellites, The reason is that China is very large,and
has a gxmmi vast population.

I know practically nothing about the relations of India and Engldnd.

I em under the impression that the décision of the Egyptian govermment to
take over the Suez Canel was conspired by the Soviet Union. I don't think
that England, France,and Israel were right in attacking and invading Egypt,
They caused by this act an acute intermationsl orisis which had a very bad
effect on the developments in Hungary., ™m the other hand,they were anable
to pain anything by their ixa invasion, .dany people in Humgary attribute
the £xxm feilure of the Westerm countries to give military aid to Hungary

during the revolution to the outbreak of the Egyptian crisis,

F. I belive that the standard of living in Vest Germany is the highest in
Europe,

West Germany is very strongly in favor of unifying Germany. The unification
of Germany may very easily be the cause of World Wer III/

I approve of liest Germany rearmement because the Soviet Union is preparing
for war. I think that the armed forces of liestern Germany are superior to
those of France,end also to Great Britain, But,on the sea Great Britain is
stronger than the Germen navy, I do not know how these countries rate with
regard to air power,but I think thet Germany's air powdr is stronger than
that of France,ond not as strong as thet of Great Britain, The length of
compulsory militery service dn Viest Gormany is probably two years.
less :

The Russian cccupation of Hunfgary was much/mmxe favorable to me than the
German occupation, Unquestionably,the German forces,both the officers and
the men,were much better disciplined than the Soviet army. I think that
practivally everyone in Hungary is of ithe opinion that the Lussian occupation
was worse tham the German occupation.

I do not know much about the British Labor Party,but I think that it is not
in favor of Commmism, It probably corresponds to the Social-Democratic
parties on the Continent.

From the point of view of a hisher standard of living,the countries mentioned
rate as follows: lestern Germany has the highest standard of living, Then
Great Britain,Itely,Greece,the Soviet Union,and Egypt.

H, On my arrival in the United States what impressed mg most was the
atmosphere of freedom,end the comparatively high standard of living,
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The United States govermnment is conducting/thm defensive foreign policy. It
wants to avoid war.

I don't think the United States should give ecomomic aid to Yugoslavia. I
am not certain about Poland. The present Polish-Soviet relatiouns are not
entirely clear to me. Economic aid to the present Polish goverament should
be determined by its relations to the Soviet Union. If there is amy danger
" of strenghhening the Soviet Union by giving economic &id to Polend,then

Poland should receive no such aid., I am not in favor of the United States
government severing diplomatic relations with Hungery. U/S. diplomaticg
representatives in Hungary are necessary in order to be informed of events
in Hyngary. I think thet the United States govermment should help the
Hungarian poople,but not the Kedar government,

I am certain that the people in Hungery would like to see more liestera
visitoras. Conditions in the Viest are not entirely unknowm to the people
in Humgary,but they would like,probably,to hear more about conditibons and
lifle here. On the other hard,Western visitors would also be able to get
a first hand account of the situation in Hungary. I think preference should
be given to Western diplomats and to Viestern press reporters,

These Westorn visitors should be informed that if they want to see the true
face of tho Hungarian people,they should not be influenced by those fxm f£rm
few who had been given back their old jobs,but should go to the workers and
farmers who are toiling in the factories and farms.

I think that the people at home whuld like to get Western publicati-ns very
much, But,l don't think that the present Communist government in Hungory

would tolerate liestern publicetions of any kind., lhey could only be sent

to Hungary illegelly. It would be possible to use the help of the

university studerts in distributing such illegal publications. The publications
should bve @irected,first of all,to the country and to the industrial workers.

I think it would be & very good idea to have Hungarian reffugees or immigrents
associated with these eetivities, The people at home recofrnise the necessity
for most of the refugees to leave the country,and now they msmx could see
that the refugees here have not forgotten about the people at home,end are
active.

A I have heard about the .arshall Plan in school at home, The Communist version
of the larshall Plan is that its purpose was primarily to arm these countries
and to turn them against the Commumists, bssentially,xlk I think that the
purpose of the Plan was to give economic aid to the countries of Europe
because their oconomies had been disrupted by Vorld Var II, Such economic aid
fould insure o certain degree of political influence for the United States
governnent and it would also mmxk serve to curb the expansion of Commumism,

According to the Commumists the United States government started the Korean
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iar beceuse it wanted to contimue its policy of colonization in Asia, I
think that the United States got involved in the Koréan War because the
United States government wanted to curb the expension of Communism in
Asia.

G/ Since it has been formed the United Nations has achieved some results.

But it was completely powerless and umable to do anything in the Hungarian
question. It was not even able to send diplomats as observers to Hungary,

The United Nations should have acted more forcefully,as,for example,kk® in
the Sueg situation. The same way as it sent an intermational police force

to the Suez zone,it could have also imwm sent one to Hungary.

I do not have much confidence or hope in any United Nations actioms in

favor of Hungary. The people at home,in their desparate situation,probably
hope thet the UJ/ can do somthing toc help thenm,
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XVII/ ENOWLGEDGE OI' AND ATTITUD S TOWARD SELLCTED PERSONALITIES/

A, I think that the two greatest lumgerians living today are Cardinal
Midzenti and the composer Zoltan Kodaly.

B. I have no comfidence in Imre Nagy. Even though he set his course a bit
to the right during the revolution,he still remains a Communist,

Cardinal ifidzenty is a true Hungarian,aman of strong character,a great
church leader who remained firm in his convictions despite = brutal
persecution and much suffering.

I think that Laslo Rijk is a Commmistj who,for some reason,won the disfavor
of the Commmnist Party at that time,

Ern8 Gero is a vile Commmist who does not have any Hungerian or humane traits
at all,

Kadar is & fanatical Communist who also craves power,

I expected much more of President Eisenhower. It could be seen that he
wanted to help us,but his hands were tied by Congress. As a person,
President Eisemhower gives the impression of being a very good hearted
man,but not #kxm firm enmough, He is the prototype of the American
politician,

Secretary General Hammarskjold
did not attribute their true significance to the

events in Hungary last Fall,

State Secretary Dulles has shown much understanding of the problems of the
refugees. lie is a 'very cautious,good-maximd hearted,and not firm enough.
He is the type of man who would rather give material assistance ten times
instead of taking e firm =&k stand point once.

T htink thet Prime !iimister iden is an emcellent statesman, World events
forced his resignation, Anyone else in his place would have experienced
the same fate. '

I do not have much of an épinion of President ¥mx Truman as a statesman,
llad he teken & firmer attitude toward the Russians in 1945 at the Potsdam
Conferenceg ,probably the situstion would not have developed so far and so
favorably in Europe for the Soviet Union,

likoyan is a membor of the Soviet Politbureau,but I do not know much
about him,

Nekru is an outstanding personality with strong character. I do not quite
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see in which way his foreign policy is heading.

was
1 do not know exactly whet the situation/ix in China at the time Chinese
Communists took over, I have not been able to form an exact opinion of
Generalissimo Chiang kai Chek,because I know only what the Communistd
press wrote about him,

iy opinion of Ferenc Nagy is not entirely favorable. He has contributed,to
a great extent,to bringing the Communists to power,

hat I deid about President Trummmn also applées to Presiddnt Roosevelt,only
to a much greater emtent,

Chancellor Ademhauer is a great statesman in a very difficult position,
Stalin was a fanatic with an unlimited créve for power. He was an excellent
palitician from sxitx the Russian point of view. He could send millions of
people to théir deaths without any pangs of conscience,

iialenko has somewhat fallen back in the race for power in the Kremlin.

I have & favorable opinion for Generalissimo Framco,but he is umable to
put his country on its feet.

Bevan is one of the leaders of the left wing of the British Labor Party.
I do not know much about him,

Kruschev is & craftly,skillfull statesman,a typical top Russiam politician,
lMolotov is an eilcellent diplomat,

I do not know who Ollenauer is.

Churchill is probably the greatest statvesman in the history of Ingland.

His greatness is not the same in world history because he was willing to
sacrifice other nations for the interests of the British bmpire,
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XVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES/

the revolution were =mwkt students or workers who took part in the fighting,
and who had to fear retalliations. But a large number of the refugees had
nothing to do with the revolution or with the demonstratbons. They are

A people who came to try their luck, Some of them may have left Hungary because
they were afraid that the revolution would bring them trouble because of
their previous Party membership,

i
!
A. Very meny of the Hungarien refugees who kaxm left Hungary during or after |
|
|

The people who came out were mostly tradesumen and workers,very few peasants,

and many members of the intelligentsia. By age,the majority of the refugees

are under 35. ilore mmmm men came out than women or girls. The majority of

the refugees is from Budapest end the Trans-Danubian district,which is nearest |
to the Austrian border. |

The distance to the border and the familiarity of the terrain were important
factors to a person deciding to stay or escape from Hungary. The peasants
with their strong semse for property were tied down and more reluctant to
leave the country. “any people did not dare risk escaping from Hungary be-
cause of young children or family reasons. There were paople who refused to
leave the country because they were convinced that they were needed home
to continue the revolution.

I have a very good opinion of the people who remained in Hungary. .any of
them fouglt in the revolution and the majority of them took part in the
passive resistence after the revolutinn, Their situation et home is very
critical, Practically everyone in border zone had an opportunity bo leave
the country,but even there,there were probably people who were unable to
leave because of family reasons,or because they were unwilling to leave
all their possessions behind,

The people at home probably understand the situ-tion of those who were
compelled to loave the country, Very likely,they were not surprised that
many people,mho otherwise were not compelled to leave/ for political
reasons,also left because they were tired of living under the conditions
vhich existed duwing the Commuaist regine.

by If everynne were able to leave Lung ry,very many people would. But everyone
would remain at home if political and economical conditions similar
to those of kusmirakXiaxxmxuiExmExdxeangmix Austlia could be arranged.

B. At homs I heard that Zocltan Pfeiffer and kax other Hungarian
pakikizakx politiclans were here in the United “tates. 1 thougat
that they were politically active,but I dld not know what they
did,or what organizations they formed. "any of the Hungarian
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politicians in exile are good Hungarians,but there are a few among
them who are not entitled to represent Hungary after the poor role
they played before they left Hungary.

Sfince my arrival in the United “tates I have had contact only with
the newly formed Hungarian organization,the Federation of Hungarian
Freedom Fighters,headed by General Bela Kiraly. I have heard of the
Hungarian National Council,about the “.H.E.X.,and the American-
Hungarien Federation only here in the United Fftates. I do not know
anything esbout them. I have also heard about Hungarlan gymnasiums
existing in Germany and Austria. I do not know any details.,

I have already given you my opinion of Ferenc Nagy.

I have heard about Tibor Eckhardt at home. He was at one time the
leader of the Small Holders Party who was unable to come back to
Hun.ary after World War II.

Charles S Peyer was one of the leaders of ‘the Hungarian Social-
Democratic Party in Hm 19485,

Zoltan Pfeiffer and Istvan Barankovies were opposition party
leaders who were forced to leave Hungary.

1 have heard about Otto of Hapsburg at home and here,also. I do not
sympathize with him.

Admiral Horthy died recently. He was not as bad as some people want
him to appear. I think that ne was a very good Hungarian.

T did not know much about the activities ofthe exilef politiclans
when I was in Hungary . 1 knew that they existed and that they
were active,vbut many of them hade cooperated witn the Lhusslans
and t he Communists at the time when they were at home. Now they
are not entitled to any role at all, On the other hand,there

are many people here who should kmkem be taken into consideration
although at the time they were in Hungary they were not able to
play any role at all there. !y present oplnion of the exiled
politiclans and exlle organizations is that there is no unity
and coordination among them. They should unite and cooperate and
bury all their personal differences for a later time. During the
revolution I thought that the exlles in the West should be active
in preparing military assistance for Hungary.

I have heard that some people who had left Hungary efter 1945 later
returned. Perscnally I do not know any such re-defectors. I have
heard about the Communlists re-defection cempalign only when I was
in Austia., I heard that in many refugee mamps the representatives

—— e pin g i 2 W W vl b s S Avme
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OF THE Communist Hungarian government were driven out of campl

D. I think that the relatives of the people who have fled from
Hungary would like to know how the fefugees are making out in
thé ir new homes.

The pegple at home should know that the majority of the refugees
intend to retitirn home when the conditions chenge in Hungary.

I think that the Hungarian exiles should unite. Tkhy should consist
of the people who fought in the revolution and left,and also of the
old exiles who had never cooperated withthe Communists.

I would like to join the Hungarian-American ftudent Organization
which maintains contact with all Hungarian students everywhere 1n
the world outslide Hungary. i would also like to join the organization
of the Freedom Fighters headed by General Kiraly. The purpose of
this organization should be to pave the way for the liberizatlon of
Hungary. I have no objections afainst older Hungarian éxiles
participating in the work of organization. But,of the old eriles,only
those who have not played a shady role under Communist regime should
join. Before 1948 1 sympathized most mith the Barenkovics Party and
with the Hungarian Small-~Holders FParty. I do not kunow anything about
the parties in exile. During the revolutioh we heard that political
parties have started their work. I think that this wasthe natural
consequence of our short liberty. It was a sign that the people
were already ready to express their political opinions. But,the work
of these parties would have been effectivenif they had reached an
agreement ifxxihmy not to oppose one another/until the crisis had
passed. It would have been advisable for some politicians in exile
to have rcturned home and participated in the work of the parties.
For example,it would have been good if Mr. Barankovics had returned.
But,l would not liked to have seen Ferenc Nagy there.

m, I would like to return to Hungary for good once the polltical

situation changes there. If 1 nave children here in the United
8tates I will insist that they study Hungarian.

et ol m—— e —— mn e w—



26-M
to 61/%H
XTXs

XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLT.TS,.

A, While I wes 1ln Hungary I listened to the broadcasts of Radio

Free Europe,the Voice of America,and to the Madikid Madrid,London

and Paris radios. I think that the reception of the Vohce of

America programs was the best. All stations were jammed. The
Hungarian programs of the Spanish radio were prokably jammed t he
most. I listened only to the Hungarian broadcasts of the foreign
radlos. Reception was best late In the evening,or around midnight.
When I was at home I listened to the foreign radio broadcasts
regularly. I listened more frequently to the programs of the

Spanish and Pakls radios,and to the Voice of America programs.In

our village there was not much need to tell others what we had heard
over the radio because there was a radic in practically every house,
and eweryone listened to the foreign radio broadcasts. I usually
listened to these programs on my brother-in-law's radioc. When I was
in Budapest,l either did not have time,or the opportunity to listen
foreign broadcasts. Only during tthe revolution did we dare to listen
to the foreign racio broadcasts in the Students' home. During the
revdlution everyone listened openly %o for eign fadio broadcasts.

I sometimes reseived a second=hand account of the radio programs.
At home in the village,the people,when they met in the morning,
usually discussed what they had heard on the radio the previous
night. In the Students® Home I usually had a friend who told me
what was new on the radlo. fuch conversations were held only
between us,and we were always careful not te be overheard. Xkxmax

It was not advisable to listen to Hungarian broadcasts of foreign
radio stations or to speak about such programs. This was especially
true 1n the yearsof greatest oppression in 1950,1951,and 1952.
Perhaps listening to the radio in itself was not punishable,but

the Communists were inclined to drew thelr own conclusions hbout
this. It was a black mark on ones cadre sheet,but I don't think
that t his deterred people from listening to the radio. Practically
everyone who had a radio and was able to receive the Toreign broad-
casts Xikemam listened regularly. The attitude of the Hungurian
police and of the Communists toward people listening to Hungarien
broadcasts of the forelgn statioss wmarm varied according to the
politlical situation. After Imre Nagy's rise to power in 1953 1t

was not so dangarous to listen to these programs as before. Eefore
and during the revolution practically everyone listened openly to
the progreams.

The majority of the people at home feel that the Westarn rsdic
programs alsc exaggerate to a certain extent. They ares inclined



261
Lo 62/XIX

to draw their own conclusions by comparing the news items published
in the Communist newspapers with what the forelgn radios have to say.
I,myself,preferred the radio stations which were more impartial and
did not keep promising us so much. I liked bést of all the Voice
of America programs,the Hungarian broadcasts of the Spanish and
French radics. But in generasl,I did not notice any great difference
in the accuracy of the news material which was breadcastz by these
Western radios. I judgedthelr accuracy by comparing them with the
Hungariaen radio programs and with the Hungarian newspapers. What
was ldentical mmxmakhxmasdims according to both sources must have
been 100% true. linere there was a discrepancy in the versions,the
remxhxwasxaiways Western versilon was always nearer the truth.

The broadcasts of Radio Free Europe were important in as much as
they were the source of hope for the majority of Hungarians at
home, On the other hand,there always reméined a sense of lnadaquacy
and uncertalinty. During the revolution the broadcasts of Radilo

Free Europe were improtant in as much as the various small
revolutionary groups were unable to maintaln contact with one
another,and very ofteyn they would be informedd of each others
activities through R.F.E.

But, Radio Rpee Europe was also inclined to want fo direct the
revolution. For example,Radlo Iree Eurdpe’'s sharp criticism mas
kamxarriyx of Imre Nagy was too early., Imre Nagy was immediately
branded a Communist,and was not given time to prove whether he
meant well or not. ;

It cannot be denied that Radio Free Europe played an impomtant
part in the Hungarian revolution,but I personally have never
heard Radio Free Turope bpoadcasts promise military aid during
the revolution. :

I think Radio Free Furope should continue its broadcasts into
Hungary. Since the revolution the confidence of the pecple in the
Western radio programs,end in the liest in general,has bsen shaken.
But even mere news service would be of condlderable importance to
the people.who are still in Hungary. This would enable them to see
world events and political situations from a point of view other
than Communistic. But,to be really successful the Radio Free
Furope programs should be able to give some news of effective
Wiestern help to Hungary.

Great news about political and economic events should be coupled
with programs about life in Western Europe and In the United
States. The anti-Communist propaganda should be very =zmbkkiix subtle.
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B. I have never heard of the initials N,E.M. I have heard about
the Twelve Lemends published by the Budapest and Szeged university
students.

C. I have never seen a Free Rurope leaflet. At home I never heard
of such leaflets. I do not know what risk was involved In picking
up or passdng on such leaflets. But I think one would have to be
very careful. Consequence whuld be arrest by the AVO anc imprison-
ment.

I have never seen nor heard about such leaflets so I cannot give
you my opinion of them. But,I think that the radio 1s a better
means of passing on imformation to the people behind the iron
curtain., It is much more interesting and invo¥¥es less risk.

D.I think that the primary motives of 'estern organizations
sending radilio programs and leaflets in to Hungary is to over-
throw Communism and to curb 1ts expansion. I have noticed no
difference at all in the motives of the various Vestern
organizations. Perhaps,there's a difference only in fimancing.
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XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLIN®

A. A child should be given affection. He should be taught to love
others,to be homest,to be religious,and to be diligent.

I think 1t is necessary to discipline children,and for this purpose
i1t is sometimes necessary to resort to physicada punishment. But,

each child should be judged individually. The parents should decide
how mucn disciplinéng and how much punishment is required for each
child. Girls should be treated fiifferently in this respect,because
they have an entirely fifferent emotional life than boys. As children
grow older they should be taugat to discipline themselves. They
should be made to understand the need for selfsdisciplin,

1 was ten years old when I took 20 forints out of my father's
purse at home. I bought some cookies for about 2 forints and put
the rest of the money back in my father's purse. \When he found out
he gave me a very sound thrashing with his razpr strep.

in the femily the punishment of children six years old or older
sometimes depends on the sex of the child. For example,mothersy

are usually fonder of thelr daughters than their sons. For this

reason 1t scometimes may be necessary for the father to discipline

the dau:hters instead of t he mothers. But,both parémts can discivpline
the boys. Tais also depends on the age of the child. For example,

a girl who is about to be married will not be punished except by the

mother., I don't think there is any difference in thls respect in

the various social classes. The only difference mgy be that the
children of workers and peasants are inclined %o be more frequently

punished,and punishment will stop at a later age than children

of the intelligentsia,

The importance of the parents,in general ,may have declined some
unddr Communism,but not the importance or prestige o one
significant psrent.

Physical punishment for boys ls usually abandoned at the uge of
fifteen. Tnis age may be somewhat higher in the country. There,
perheps, it would be seventeen,Because of thelr earlior physical __ .
development, the physical punishment of girls 1is abolished at
perheps the ages of thirteen or fourteen.

In the country the punishment,in general,for both boys and gilrs
is abolished usually only at the time of thelr msrriage. Thls may
be true to e certain extent also inthe families of industrial
workers. The education of chiléren in the faniliea of the
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intelligentsia is basically different. Physical punishment is
abandoned at a much earlier age and theye are families who don't
use physical punishment at all. Punishment,in general,is also
abolished earlier in the families af the intelligentsia Wecause
their children are usually able to »azxx marry at & much later
age than the children afi the industrial workers or peasants.

Under Communism there was a conflict of educatlion between the school
and family. This conflict probably increased the frequency of
corporal punishment in the family. Parents were inclined to bring

up their children with a much firmer hand than before. I don't

think there was any difference inthe kind of punishment or in the
age at which it was absandoned.

Physical punishment was abolished in all schools.under Communism.
But the Communists themselves were not &f the same opinion on how
to educate the children. There were different views professed by
Xaxan Makarenko,and later kY Goncharov was deemed the supreme
authority on such questions. I do not know anything in detaill about
their methods or ghx theories.

Friends should be judged by the qualities which they show when
their friend is in trouble adn not when they are having a good
time with him. The views and the sphere of interests in frilends
should be identical. Iriends skhould be religious and serious.

Very often,uncer Communism,friendships would be strenghtened by
the mutual resistance of two fréends to Communism.

THF. END,



