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SOVIET GRAIN HARVEST 1959 (IV)

This year's grain harvest in the Soviet Union will be
considerably less than last year's record yield., While no of-
ficial announcement on the dimensions of the primary component
in the national economy is anticipated until the December plenary.
session of the Central Committee, the accumulated reports in the
press provide positive bench-marks to appraise the grain output.

During good harvest years the results have in recent times
been given special emphasis by the keynote speakers at the cere-
monies of the October revolution anniversary. Last week's honors
Ne done by Presidium member A.3B. Aristov, who omitted any re-
ference to the grain output but did compare the present procure-
ments with those of the pre-virgin land reclamation program,
when twenty million less hectares were sown to grain,

: "Notwithstanding the drgught in several regions of the
republic, more grain was harvested this year than in the best
ielding years before the new lands program. By November e
25 million poods more grain had been purchased and procured

than the average of procurements in the years 1949-1953n

: Pravda, 7 November 1959,

This is an adroit stacking of statistics, an example of "otchkov-
tiratelstyo" (wilful deception by officials), as it actually
covers almost a 20 percent decline from the 1958 deliveries and
a’ larger drop if comparable average years are compared. Average

so the 825 million poods cited (13.4 million tons) wogld indicate
¢ ent procurement receipts at 46.2 million tons. This is
a. percent decline from the 1958 total of 57.4 million tons,
the peak for procurements following the bumper harvest of tha+
year.

‘As the level of grain procurements is nominally determined
by the volume of the harvest, it follows that the 1959 harvest
is proportionately less than the yield in 1958. Or specifically,
the actual grain output is estimated as within the 110-115 million
ton range. This in in terms of kernel grain, excluding silage
equivalents. :

Among the three primary grain regions, the Ukraine and the
RSFSR lagged behind their record output of 1958. The Ukraine,

; _ INarodnoye Khozyaistvo v 1958 godwu,p. 358.

2Late deliveries and adjustments may likely increase this
by a few percentage points.

procurements for 1949-53 were 2 billion poods (32.76 million tons)}






